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soda lye and the emulsion centrifuged  ceding claims in which the yeast is
grown in              to give:-                                   the
presence of a nutrient medium containing           (a) A pasty phase of
yeast cells impregnated  extract of yeast.                       55
with hydrocarbons and with aqueous medium.    9. A process according to any
one of the          5   (b) A  clear phase of aqueous mineral  preceding
claims in which the pH  of the              medium.
nutrient medium lies in the range 3.5-4.5.              (c) A wet
hydrocarbon phase.                10. A process according to any one of the
The pasty phase containing yeast cells was  preceding claims in which the
pH  of the  60              washed with water containing 0.25 part per
nutrient medium is maintained during growth          10  1000 of the same
surface active agent. Two  of the yeast at a desired value by the step-
washings and centrifugings were sufficient to  wise or continuous addition
of an aqueous              obtain yeasts free from hydrocarbons. A final
material of high pH.              wash with pure water at 60[err]C. was
carried      11. A process according to any one of the  65              out
to eliminate surface active agent remain-  preceding claims in which
aeration of the          15  ing the yeast.
yeast is effected by vortex aeration.          The product so obtained was
heated to    12. A process according to any one of the
80[err]C.-90[err]C. in a rapid current of air and  preceding  claims, in
which  the  nutrient              ground to a powder.
medium contains an anti-foaming agent.      70              According to
another aspect  of the pre-    13.- A  process according to any one of
20  sent invention there is provided a yeast of the  the preceding claims
in which the yeast is             strain Candida Lipolytica which has been
separated as a paste and is thereafter dried.             adapted to
assimilate carbon from a paraffinic    14. A process according to any one
of the             feedstock of petroleum origin, said feedstock  preceding
claims in which the paraffinic feed-  75 



having an average molecular weight corre-  stock is a straight run fraction
of petroleum.          25  sponding to at least 10 carbon atoms per    15.
A process according to any one of the mole ule.
preceding claims in which the paraffinic feed-                WHAT WE CLAIM
IS:-                       stock is a wax fraction obtained by the de-
1. A process for the production of food  waxing of a lubricating oil
fraction.        80              yeast which comprises maintaining a yeast
in    16. A process according to Claim  15 in         30  a nutrient medium
in the presence of a para-  which the wax fraction is a slack wax.
ffinic feedstock of petroleum origin and a    17. A  process according to
any one of              free oxygen-containing gas under conditions  Claims
1-14 in which the paraffinic feed-              favouring growth of the
yeast, said feedstock   stock is obtained from a petroleum fraction by  85
having an average molecular weight corre-  molecular sieve separation.
35  sponding to at least 10 carbon atoms per       18. A process according
to any one of the              molecule, and separating the yeast from the
preceding claims in which the free oxygen-              aqueous medium.
containing gas is air.                2.  A process according to Claim 1 in
which   19. A process for the production of a food  90              the
yeast is of the family Cryptococcaceae.    yeast according to Claim 1 and
substantially          40    3. A process according to Claim 2 in which  as
hereinbefore described in Example 1 or 2.   the yeast is of the sub-family
Crytococcoidae.    20. A food yeast whenever produced by a              4.
A process according to Claim 3 in which  process as claimed in any one of
the preced-              the yeast is of the genus Torulopsis.       ing
claims.                5. A process according to Claim 3 in which    21. A
yeast of the strain Candida Lipo-          45  the yeast is of the genus
Candida.          lytica which has been adapted to assimilate
6. A process according to Claim 5 in which  carbon from  a paraffinic
feedstock of petro-              the yeast is Candida Lipolytica.
leum origin, said feedstock having an average                7. A process
according to any one of the  molecular weight corresponding to at least 100
preceding claims in which the yeast is grown   10 carbon atoms per
molecule.          50  in the presence of a nutrient medium contain-
J. WOOLARD,              ing vitamins of group B[err]
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