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ABSTRACT APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR | DENTI FYI NG &
TRACKI NG MULTI PLE TOOLS AND DI SPCSABLES A net hod and
apparatus for identifying and tracking instruments, in
mul tiple instrument environments such as an operating
roomor a garage. Each instrunent or disposabl e has
attached thereto an i deMB3TRAETt ag, such as an RFID
tag. Each plane or location the instrunments or

di sposabl es are placed on, conprises an antenna and
thus continuously identifies the tools. In order for
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multiple instrument environments such as an operating room or a garage.

Each instrument or disposabie has attached thereto an identifying .1ag,
such as an RFID tag. Each plane or location the instruments or
disposables are placed on, comprises an antenna and thus continuously
identifies the tools. In order for the antenna to work in a metallic
environment, the antenna is equipped with a metallic board underneath,
which insulates form other metals, and in order for the metallic board not
to absorb all the energy, a spacing layer is placed between the metai
board and the antenna. Flat antennas may be implemented as a collection

of wire loops, overlapping in about 20% of one of their dimensions.
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