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Various methods, systems and apparatus relating to the present invention are
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PCT/ AU00O/ 00517 and PCT/ AUOO/ 00511. WO 01/ 63490 PCT/ AUOO/ 01450 -3 The
di scl osures of these co-pending applicatBens are incorporated herein by

cross-reference BA ND ART | n oqur..co-pendi ng application
PCT) DO IO ATIRSR 96 D76 FoBet g SyriCHiR aEe R PHr e hsio oy TS effivaes: ed
to a network and users of the printer subscribe to publications, 5 such as

nempaper%ﬂﬁ(gh?@wi#lmi ch may be personalized for each subscri ber.

The publication re printed autonmatically on the printer. The system nmay

al so be used f 1 L ORS, .. W ' . system
is proposed i n%mk?}lc%&?%neﬁtébe@h%%%%%%%ay a6ﬁ%eﬁ?a§zg$;¥%§;@?tﬁ%&%&egf L5 the
printer supith eprinerlisaonpedidd walieowsrk andsk@8df thegrintstibsefibé fepublibatichgf | on

and/or any supplies is partially or totally covered by advertising 10
i ncorpor atSBeh FSTERERRER R Pagarnss, Wiickaagdomersopaliad ionegehrytoniibes dhe broad

form the ipygotign ilﬁsa.pgfgﬁitaﬁau&ﬁat?caﬁ%g{q B2 Ogrfhtxwm sg%t%ﬁ%{lﬂgﬁ#gt%ﬂ%gd ggcurent s,

a met hod controlli what 1's su to the u W i ncl udi ng:
provi di ng othree actionspsuehus bankiog andhpuecliasingt esyssen isgdpgeedin whicly thehesenr each

user 15 agccount wih a separate first threshold; periodically determning
'he. bai andle Hotmms a1 0s s b B avopt e eatite Sootbinder pbGctitmsTodorEihehe

respect i VeolSsithemilieAliod sdAG! Y shpifties ﬁ%%aé‘tiﬁlﬂhﬁ%@@h? coverdiBby ddvkitiighgone or

both of the foll ow ng: nodification of uments supplied; 20 restrictions
on what ddoenrpereisddn dogumssits prihtedrhe docunents may be suppli ed

el ectronically or by printing. Wiere the docunents are printed, preferably
the docunents are printed on a user owned or user controlled printer.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

In one broad form the invention provides in a system in which a user obtains

documents, a method of controlling what is supplied to the user, the method including;:

providing one or more user accounts for the user and providing the or each user

15 account with a separate first threshold;

periodically determining the balance in the user account or accounts; and

if the balance in the respective user account is below the first threshold,

instituting one or both of the following:
modification of documents supplied;
20 restrictions on what documents are supplied.

The documents may be supplied electronically or by printing. Where the documents

are printed, preferably the documents are printed on a user owned or user controlled printer.

The net value of each document may be positive, negative, or zero.

The restriction on documents supplied may extend to all documents, negative value

25 documents or negative and zero value documents.
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The net val ue of each docunent may be positive, negative, or zero. The
restriction on docunents supplied my extend to all docunents, negative

val ue 25udpfaWiRigt s or negative and zero val ue docunents. gGGTRGloER)SHEET
(RULE 91) 1 SA/AU WD 01/63490 PCT/ AUO0O/ 01450 -4 The restrictions may renain
until the relevant account is above a second threshold. The second
threshold may be the sane as the first threshold or it may be hi gher. The

net val ue may deri.ved from any one or re of the follow ng; paper. cost;
"k cost: aahedmseeupdiins s arRg Bl tsaRin alkounf Sebie Lo pEEE Gher
cost; advephkissddnd thiesidl@ Haly e thd Mnelis thY fifkt tHREhoRIBYF i0haPhé Bich&9: user

denogr aphi cs; post history or an arbitrary value. Each user nay have nore
t han one account. Where the user has access to nore than one printer there

nmay be a separ gihe nee¢Auinay 8k de@edd fidth Ahebne M thefetT e/l wideh Hapsi@ostyBy
have a si %e account for all printers. In a further alternative, multiple

account s cqs adbeshyeosast binding ¢psblatadrangmissionrqop prblishercosb advestising | of
h o i dal i . have t t
or ey be IigEELE il By Sl GRFHORBLANEY ol B BR g TP o

SO0 as to ivakkease the net value of some or all of the docunents. Exanples
i ncl ude addi ng advertising to docunents which normally do not 15 carry
advertising or by increasing the ratio of advertising. The adverti sing
rati o may be iBach essachythave norethan oge tdvouanoWherealie sty bast dcs¢sn ¢p mordithan

decreasing the amgunt of not adverti si terial or bath. The net val ue
oy ool it Ben i T R be G aoRerits B OR AR R AJTUURY e P oS o1

reduced t mapsakingleARcR® fet-allFRnkrs. DRSakRY aﬁlsngﬁvz,'#ﬁu@&%\%%%%t@hﬂaﬂa- 1

shows a schematic of a network according to an enbodi ment of the
i nveH i on;premédedrvigh one pmaredirindgra forsbmeror iatliof theiago@inised i n t he network of
Fig. 1. BEST MODE OF CARRYI NG QUT THE | NVENTI ON

Electronic delivery of documents may have a separate account or may be combined

with a printer account.

The documents may be modified so as to increase the net value of some or all of the
documents. Examples include adding advertising to documents which normally do not
15 carry advertising or by increasing the ratio of advertising. The advertising ratio may. be
ihcreased by increasing the amount of advertising or by decreasing the amount of not
advertising material or both. The net value may be increased in other ways, such as by

reducing image quality, which reduced transmission costs.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

20 Fig. 1 shows a schematic of a network according to an embodiment of the

invention; and

Fig. 2 is a diagram of entities involved in the network of Fig. 1.

BEST MODE OF CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

The preferred embodiment of the invention is implemented in the "netpage" system
25 as disclosed in our co-pending application PCT/AU00/00561 referred to earlier. In that
system printers are connected to a network and users subscribe to publications such as

newspapers and magazines. The publications are printed on the
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The preferred enbodi nent of the invention is inplenented in the "netpage"
system 25 as disclosed in our co-pending application PCT/ AU0O0/ 00561

referred @ @akidoer- In that systemprinters are connect qﬁ;ﬂ&mmgﬁ)mrk
and users subscribe to publications such as newspapers and nagazi nes. The

publications are printed on the RECTI FI ED SHEET (RULE 91) | SA/ AU WO
01/ 63490 PCT/ AU00O/ 01450 -5 print ers "aufematically" with network servers

initiating th t than t d. The, f
ascr | pt i GHPE GPaA BBV RS GR s MR BANRACRroFss e et gt

syst em angnf Qsera The E’éllcﬁ%ﬁé ﬁé‘s%hbﬁ@n Rforfal @n{MHRAGE 0B IR ifVBnEiBH 8¢ £4286n iR made
to the earlier application. 5 Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 there is shown a

printer @le@@%e@teedaanfoaalﬁvdﬂ explinatian of Teanetpsgaoystermegfeiened isdmdpibitiesher s
14, advert| Slgﬁ " r| nter providers 18 and nerchants 20. Publishers need
not be " ]ﬁ? 1‘bubl ishers in the context of producing materi al
subject to copyright for which a fee is charged for reproduction. In the
net paye system eﬂ”ernggtqﬁgerilvarsiawaretlhahomhynmef f@remected &ma aetmiosnd2. such

25 Danki nan Gl o AT Rg: DOTUAALGE A6 B09RRL IS A RoGREE S U8 Herliphito € he

net page sy
creates the. net page i nformation. The system oper at es by provi di ng each user
or each user/printer conbination with an account. Each account is debited

and credi ted a%BﬁéiHﬁPsgnéeﬁ ndt ﬁ@'ttra‘aitlcﬁxrap bRSRerd fﬁ'tﬁéc&}ﬁextjo? %ﬁblﬁg%ﬁ%eﬁhe

net wor k oper at or e accounts may represent points or ot gl na
cur r enci esugectrtagopyeighefoenthich 4 fegds tl}argeehfngrapzc&hhcnm r rthy netpipe system ioizy pay

a nmont hly acc ee which is represented in the ount as . currency or
ot i Y SRRy g e OB 08t i P Ehibeg B By SR
account . )m%ﬁn i

di fferent debi t%alg%g&g F?gg?%ﬁ%ggnngyba eE%Eee%Z?%ttg{js CB}‘I@? S?ﬁ“ﬁ?‘f’]ﬁgf%@&f ﬁ/eth%age

may gener gnttynwhidepicatss the netpage infoneqsiondi ng on  t he arrangenent between the
user or owner of the printer and the system supplier. The follow ng may be

gener at ed: The system operates by providing each user or each user/printer combination with
an account. Each account is debited and credited according to a set of arbitrary rules as
15 devised by the network operator. The accounts may represent points or other imaginary

currencies or may represent a legally recognized currency.

The user may pay a monthly access fee which is represented in the account as

currency or points; there may be other periodic standing charges applied to the account.

When a page is printed by a netpage printer, a number of different debits and credits
20 may be generated. The printing of the page may generate no debits or credits depending on

the arrangement between the user or owner of the printer and the system supplier.
The following may be generated:
a) printing debits
b) network data transmission debits
25 c) publisher debits
d) advertising credits

e) sales credits



a) printing debits b) network data transm ssion debits 25 c) publisher
debits d) advertising credits e) sales credits WO 01/63490 PCT/ AU0O/ 01450

-6- Printwpdieeshs The user of the printer may be expli ci tplcy/Advoalleef or the
true cost of any supplies used by the printer, such as ink or toner and

paper used. The user may also be liable for the cost of the printer. The-
user may purchase the printer outright d-nmay enter into an agreenent 5

with the t wor k guner to pay for the printer over an agreed peri od.
Nternati%@%rrangemnt may be that the printer and its supplies are

! i 3 e
For ana- pays. alfe pis St A ornliB Rl kTl st il SERPRIMA g

in and byby tieepiintem suchretinlgaenataad pagetiséd. Wh mséhifayndtose Kabldomanesost 10
where the pnetwork is in sone vvag i nvol ved in supplying printer supplies or

mai nt ai ni AGthemsntes, The user By paishasedhe pgntex oriright qraRay caies intgan gefesment

suppls es t 4 11 - JNGUL | t. This
mas t;je pag}s@éﬁ? %ét?]ﬁfek g‘gl(e}ér.IL tgﬁgggogéﬂ#%%xgﬂ%ry&{ekg&%%r%éc\%ﬁfinddo%’tgr _aﬁ}@?\%e rk Access
and Dat a” drrampemeasman bEdmt thelfinfdrand se suppligs be sapplicgien na erplidihdost eohess f ee
to the network and nmay be charged for data transmtted. For exanple a page
of text rB¥lires less data to be transmtted than a page of inmages. The
system nmay thus generate debits depending on the data transmtted.

Publ i sher Fee D&kt theages sesppnsible forand pays athihesests of theguintesand seppliesr

printing .S b r At ng a funds

ranst or 10 A5 phfin Ry TRAy oI hof 9608 RbbiEh ATBle AeRba TRV, ac

as db advehttesheigetagelnis ianome maly takal vdd indupslying paidiee stippieseningintaining the
printer or "subsidizes" the printer cost or printer supplies costs, then each page printed
effectively incurs a debit. This may be passed to the user or absorbed by the network

owner.

Network Access and Data Transmission Costs

15 The user may be charged a monthly access fee to the network and may be charged

for data transmitted.

For example a page of text requires less data to be transmitted than a page of

images. The system may thus generate debits depending on the data transmitted.

Publisher Fee Debits

20 A publisher may or may not charge the user for printing documents. A bank may
not charge a customer for printing a funds transfer form, but may charge for a statement
printout. The bank may act as an advertising agent and include third party advertisements
on its documents to offset the costs involved. A "traditional" publisher such as a newspaper

or magazine publisher may charge a user for receiving the newspaper or magazine printed.

25 Advertising Credits
It is expected that "traditional" publications, such as newspapers and magazines will
continue to carry advertising. As discussed in our co-pending application PCT/AU00/00561
advertising is, to some extent, controllable by the user. Any advertising printed may or

may not generate a credit. This credit is preferably paid by the
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on its docunents to offset the costs involved. A "traditional" publisher
such as a newspaper or nmgazi ne publisher may charge a user for receiving
t he newspapgie@ioonagazi ne printed. 25 Advertising Credit sdivavdogageect ed
that "traditional” publications, such as newspapers and nagazi nes wl |
continue to carry advertising. As discussed in our co-pending application
PCT/ AUOQ' 00561 advertising is, to sone-éxtent, controllable by the user.

Any advert] si. ri nay .or not .generate credit..This credit is
Y o i puBliifr Bt BpBe BB pRine SRR (IRRENEHS fodi i g ingt 5

PCT/ AUOO/ @a4HQdvertlsipgbhd Shyesublidher gy fr6vidaedvedsiidreaditd/@niseser . As
ment i oned above, other docunents nay carry advertising and any publisher

may .provi de ady, LSk edi | Sl credi be
gener at ed when ‘g&;&ggsﬁl{%ﬁg@%?n%ialggﬁg%ere?%t%g%ﬁ%ﬁ %Eéeé?gg%seogft% @ilngxﬂlrrkg 3‘?‘? al .
Agai n t he advedbihginsatqriadf £gabkhe qedithispyefedablypail b}smerpubliﬁheﬁ’a%ftm@waﬂd by 5
the advertjser. Advertising credits are preferably generated on printing or
cl i cléd ng &b adverisge AqvaKising editsiarg piefarally spnesqtas pn REBERG 9 cliskingon@ edi t s
Sal es credy éﬁﬁkﬁxﬂ@ﬂ&ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂn DnébudSEr Ppurchases a product or service via

an advertisenent on a pri'nted page and obtains a credit to their account.
The credit nay. be 10 paid to the user by the publisher of the page which

carried t a erItisemant by the nerchant. ‘It will be appreciated that a
single en fonstitute multiple categories of entity. For exanple a

bank ey be botdy s ok :8hel ARt GANEY LBl Stk ALK oo iiSRY gn " SOUSSTS

a product brochure Troma I Ser, ser is alsot

publ i sher .ad¥&tiWiedne oh aepriptdd pagband vbtalng s cidiit to\tkdinddcolimo Jthe ctedittrhgy. beser to
be zero, this may require _that the publisher generate a credit to offset
any Htint iPayltadhs ver g% H@r@tbi‘ahwf sneags whighfapjedihe Advestissineneby the

Al ternati \{ﬁér?hz{nhe publisher may set a zero value to the docunent with the
user paying tor the printing costs directly or indirectly. Transactions

It will be appreciated that a single entity may constitute multiple categories of
entity. For example a bank may be both a publisher and advertiser. Similarly if a user

requests a product brochure from an advertiser, the advertiser is also the publisher.

15 Where the publisher wishes the overall "cost" to the user to be zero, this may
require that the publisher generate a credit to offset any printing debits generated by a third
party print provider. Alternatively the publisher may set a zero value to the document with

the user paying for the printing costs directly or indirectly.

Transactions

20 An interaction of the various parties involved in printing of a document carrying
advertising will now be described. It will be appreciated that in many cases a single page or
document will carry more than one advertisement and more than one advertiser may be

involved. For clarity only one advertiser is shown.

An advertiser places an advertisement with a publisher for inclusion in a publication
25 on a page. The publisher arranges for the page to be printed for a user on a printer. The

printer is supplied by a printer provider.

This leads to a number of transactions, such as charging the advertiser for the
advertisement, and receiving payment from the advertiser. The user is provided with credit

points for receiving the advertisement from the publisher. There may be a charge levied by



20 An interaction of the various parties involved in printing of a docunent
carrying advertising will now be described. It will be appreciated that in
many casewoigzngl € page or docunent will carry nore thapcaneuoooisso
advertisement and nore than one advertiser may be involved. For clarity
only one advertiser is showm. An advertiser places an advertisenment wth a
publisher for inclusion in a publicatiom-25 on a page. The publisher
arranges f ri;nter
e, fé ¥ %&b'ﬁ‘ihe‘%?&ﬁgﬁ& %%h@ﬁ%éﬁh%@hr BHeoftrsf IR o bRl o@% fay bpégrﬁﬂsa e or

such as Clihﬁbglsnglé Oesbitasieesdii. Selieré tie u‘sélﬁs raagussiiile $@PRIMting @06ts, tREplintingg
paynent fromthe advertiser. The user is provided with credit points for
recei vi ng 9EPiE MR Pe 26105 Svhens theDsiter Bad pHRpiFs areProvivkd by thapripisr Arayviigr.ge

| evi ed by | d he
docunent . B lg%grse ?She t\/\o%}gétg&ssgg(ﬁhgﬁgblﬁgr B&%Q hﬁ‘gﬁ%dfﬁaﬂée a{agéktgtgg}hgl e
debi t5 or wosedndy beWPeecbomﬁfepjﬁmfr provider's e dfolbleaﬁlyrsepby tieipuylishest ©f t he
printing debit na prin suppl i es are provided by

e
the print &PUSH0US a%rﬂter Prﬁmdﬁf Qﬁ;p ilﬁléemaéfsbeéﬂww FTHEY-fR & hidyqase depriating
publ i sher At g r%g(q,
printer prf%evllg?ea‘?l& 2 lgﬂgﬂlgfbﬁbﬂe arl gse‘t’iﬁdéy%ﬁge e‘;}ﬁl t%a’%&ggﬁglslé, t he
printer pnbmgd&xe wecdipactlyi Elieeuseneny b&vetmpmtmacemnttfqr, eac]m puihtecimdfarse t he -
printing I S reaII an internal cost. Depending on the rules of the
system t h&" Eﬁﬁhﬁ{@rai}P PHE ey charge the user directly. The user may
have a separate account for each printer and/or publisher or a single
accoltht. 10 A dseser may o(btﬂnamd@ peuut&fOpglucrh@ ¢roan adviedicemgnio Angagvertiser

nyper || ic Pt R E kb e R A Sl PR B IR R B inse. e

user cli clpsined dnhepdygp Q"hé ugef ciblksodh the hipealigSwhichlisitibdes brddt@o tﬁiﬁiseﬁﬂiﬂ A

debit to the advertiser. The credit is usually "paid" %lt!t he pubI | sher but
may be paidgbibip thp advestisear The eredit isusnally & Wthﬁpablwh@f ivaysingidby de
pur chases. & fgh.chant 51 places a hyperlink advertisement with a publisher

which is prlnteé on the page. The user clicks on the hyperlink and, in the
pref 3" ed for mA userrnrar{a%rh%tam gregief\ pioi?ltsptroir S\gr%lqas%g. gr}gglcl?antt Q? pij chsra i[l}(?pegl?rﬁ(e
advertisement with a publisher which is printed on the page. The user clicks on the
hyperlink and, in the preferred form, a merchant page is printed to enable the user to make
one or more purchases. The user makes a purchase, which results in the user receiving a
credit for the purchase. The credit would normally be provided by the publisher of the
20 original page with this being covered by a sales commission from the merchant 51.
Alternatively the merchant 51 may pay the credit directly to the user with a correspondingly

lower sales commission.

It will be appreciated that the actions relating to advertising click through described
will usually also require the advertising placement transactions and that the actions relating
25 to purchasing a product or service will usually also require advertisement placement and
click through transactions. It will be appreciated that a merchant may also be an advertiser

and so takes the place of the advertiser in some of the transactions.

The invention utilizes the accounts of users to control what is printed so that the cost
of the system is covered and that users are subject to some form of pricing to control usage.
30 Depending on the document printed the net effect of all of the debits and credits may be a

net debit or a net credit to the relevant account. The aim of allocating credits and debits is



one or nore purchases. The user makes a purchase, which results in the user
receiving a credit for the purchase. The credit would normally be provided
by the puRld ghglogof the 20 original page with this being gRMe{&R N0 Sal es
commi ssion fromthe nerchant 51. Alternatively the nmerchant 51 may pay the
credit directly to the user with a correspondingly |ower sales conm ssion.
It will be appreciated that the actions%elating to advertising click

t hrough described w1l usually.also require the advertisin acenent
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r evenue- gohpetgntialgeveaneri al , such as advertising. The system thus needs
nmechani sms to prevent or discourage continued | oss-meking activities

Wi t hpgut  cor r es Thedysiem P Hak a niBibener médds\of bpeatiod to proent of MitloRLAAKIAS

form of the_netpage systemallows users to select the |level of advertrsing
i n publ i ca¢tidties engewhijae¢puphkas fallpishalowa thipshalder reduci ng t he ampunt

Basic Service Denial

If an account falls below the threshold the system may cease to print all documents
whatsoever, whether explicitly requested by the user in an on-demand situation or
20 implicitly by the user, such as by subscription or by arranging for documents, such as bank
statements, to be printed. Service would be resumed once the account was placed in credit
above the threshold. The level of credit required to remove restrictions may be the same or

greater than the level at which restrictions are instituted.

Partial Service Denial

25 Printed pages either carry a net debit or a net credit, depending on whether they
generate a net loss or a net profit to the system's suppliers, although as mentioned above,
user interaction with a document, §uch as clicking hyperlinks on advertisements or
purchasing products or services may generate revenue. Once the account falls below the
threshold the printing of net debit pages, such as bank statements, is prevented. However,

30 net credit activities are allowed. By printing credit-generating documents the user



of potential revenue. 15 The systemthus has a nunber of nodes of operation
to prevent or limt |oss-nmaking activities once an account has fallen

bel ow a tWoarhalw. Basic Service Denial |If an account fal lgghab@wiidoe
threshold the system nmay cease to print all docunents whatsoever, whether
explicitly requested by the user in an on-demand situation or 20 inplicitly
by the user, such as by subscription or- 1y arrangi ng for docunents, such as

bank stat j . 2V . . account
was pl acedenaHes oo i SR il Siq RS RSuE FR TR RIS e T
remove r esif necdebitrdocomyntd entehbesdseufficienpdredit &1 the sdr'stabeouhnetoadllost thishi ch
restrictions are instituted. Partial Service Denial 25 Printed pages either
carry a net debit or a net credit, depending on whether they generate a

net | 0SS Qfugmhft REVMetAdiRsthidf SYsten s suppliers, although as mentioned
above, user rtnteraction with a docunent, such as clicking hyperlinks on

adverti sement s AY an fHeiednide td\BreRER$GIrmtial of B6MInGHSs (KB ¥y eHaH a8t neARANE -
Once the account falls below the threshold the printing of net debit
pagesd sudhcraaseathvales oft daeaments t¢ thesupplians with aqewssranding(ngrease ér vefi value

activitie wed. prid nt | credjd .- erati C nt he user WO
01/ 63490 %Pﬁ ;) ﬁtﬁgkf; %ﬁ%ﬁug&lto %réén‘{é a %rsrﬁér{’el{i/aér%ﬁ@e %(g’re ﬂ{éﬁgd@fs qgr}ﬁl %?tgjc{/i ders and
credits f ancredsedusther bydedating dRngsinp6f editongl oy ineleadepitc agatn@Nt s once
there is sufficient credit in the user's account to allowthis. Autonmatic
Revenue AJVetisggtorA9thn al ternative to preventing printing of documents
the systemnmay automatically 5 increase the value of docunents to the
suppl i ers wi t h Wheennseposdiuitplenccamtsaestrictiais nuay beeimplérhentédivreash t o t he

docupent . A .newspaper , have the adveltising to. editorial, ratio
i ncr sed,ln‘@i"{dﬁéfacg‘}“nrtgg%ﬁpﬁﬁn?H%eré?ﬁﬂﬁm hep inshtyted P%P“é‘?rbﬁ?s’ilﬁe?ee%fstihﬁg t he

amount  of acaEMES fal1s b&lew iR spPQtibd thBERI, theH $Edtridtfshs T %ﬁé@t@aﬁpﬁﬁﬁé dser's

restrictions may be inplenented on an 10 indivi dual account basis or on a
user basi siccolgn i nstituted on a user basis, if one of the

The preferred form of the invention results in documents being printed but it is to be
appreciated that the invention is not limited to printing of documents. The invention may

15 supply some or all documents in an electronic form to the users.

The present invention has been described with reference to a preferred
embodiment and number of specific alternative embodiments. However, it will be
appreciated by those skilled in the relevant fields that a number of other embodiments,
differing from those specifically described, will also fall within the spirit and scope of the

20 present invention. Accordingly, it will be understood that the invention is not intended to be
limited to the specific embodiments described in the present specification, including
documents incorporated by cross-reference as appropriate. The scope of the invention is

only limited by the attached claims.



accounts falls belowits specified threshold, then restrictions are applied
to all of the user's accounts. The preferred formof the invention results
i n docunewiosol8igdg printed but it is to be appreciated thatr/Adwoidrgenti on
is not limted to printing of docunents. The invention may 15 supply sone
or all docunents in an electronic formto the users. The present invention
has been described with reference to a-pdeferred enbodi ment and number of
specific alternative enbodi nents. However, it will be appreciated by those
skilled irva@eL{Lﬂh/Fvant fields that a nunber of other enbodi nents,
differing omtihose specifically described, will also fall within the
spirit and scope of the 20 present invention. Accordingly, it wll be

under st ood..t hatln talBgstem\ie mthichna aser obthins dbewntdads, taanétkod bff duntretlinkzovhian é&s
specific enbodinments described.in the present specification, including
docunent s SPHP:lkﬁdﬁB ‘égarW’@nggn?cé‘F‘EP%nce as appropriate. The scope of the
inventionis only limted by the attached clainms. WO 01/ 63490

PCT/ AU00O/ 01450 - 11-pr(!AEdiﬁgAhwbr tord useaacs:psnts oz the wier aind prowskimg b toaieach
docunents, a nethod of captrol I|n supplied to the user, the

met hol i ncl udi AT FPBUAL AT SSRatalsy "%%é hg]éir accounts for the user and

providing the or ea@@no&cﬂgﬁdet&ﬁﬁﬁg&hemamceﬁ@x@%@é}ta@cctani ot adcBagNRlgd:
periodically determnin He bal ancé in the user account or accounts; and

if the bal ance in tHéthe ee inibe tespective ssurrccount bsdiebaw thedingt thesshalér eshol d,
instituting one bot h of .. nodi fication of docunents
supplied; 10 res%%l}‘iltg%% gﬁthvx?ftﬁ gogié“&v its are supplied. 2. The nethod of
claim1 wherein no dﬂwmmgm@cmég@hmen the respective user account
is below the respective first threshold. 3. The nmethod of claim 1l wherein
docub®nts whi ch havd&esrigiiqpson %ﬂf"é@e%haf?ﬁ@meéspectl ve user account are
not suppli ed.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein no documents are supplied when the respective user

account is below the respective first threshold.

3. The method of claim 1 wherein documents which have a negative effect on the

respective user account are not supplied.

15 4. The method of claim 1 wherein only documents which have a positive effect on the

respective user account are supplied.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein net effect attributed to each document is positive,

negative or zero.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the documents are supplied in electronic form.

20 7. The method of claim 1 wherein the documents are supplied in printed form.
8. The method of claim 1 wherein the net effect is derived from any one or more of the
following:

paper cost;



15 4. The nmethod of claim 1l wherein only docunents which have a positive
effect on the respective user account are supplied. 5. The nethod of claim
1 wherei nwoaeh/esfohect attributed to each docunent is positip¢gauod@pRhi ve or
zero. 6. The nethod of claim1 wherein the docunents are supplied in
electronic form 20 7. The nmethod of claim 1l wherein the docunents are
supplied in printed form 8. The nethodldt claim 1l wherein the net effect
is derived frogal%%,e%g .or nore of the follow ng: paper cost; WO 01/63490
PCT/ AU0O0/ 01450 -"12- "adhesi ve cost; binding cost; data transm ssion cost;
publ i sher cost hindirgdest;ti sing credits; time of printing; day of printing;
user denographics; past. history or 10 an arbitrary value. 9. The nethod of
cl ai m 1 wher ei fatef@nsmissiongeBunt is debited or credited for one or nore of
the foll ow ng: bit; click through credits; or 15 purchase
credits. 10. Tﬁgﬁ%gélﬁ%ogﬁof claiml wherein the net value is conprised of
two &r nore credierdsing crediei ts charged by two or nore entities. 11. The
met hod of claim1l erein the net value is an aggregate of nultiple debits
or time of printing;

day of printing;

user demographics;

past history or

10 an arbitrary value.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the user account is debited or credited for one or
more of the following:

access debit;

click through credits; or

15 purchase credits.

10.  The method of claim 1 wherein the net value is comprised of two or more credits or

debits charged by two or more entities.

11.  The method of claim 1 wherein the net value is an aggregate of multiple debits or

credits aggregated by one entity.

20 12.  The method of claim 1 wherein the documents are printed on one or more user

printers.
13.  The method of claim 12 wherein there is a user account for each printer.
14.  The method of claim 12 wherein there is a user account for multiple printers.

15. The method of claim 1 wherein documents are modified to increase the net value

25 attributed to the respective documents.



credits aggregated by one entity. 20 12. The nethod of claim1 wherein the
docunents are printed on one or nore user printers. 13. The nethod of
claim 12 whangsfpot here is a user account for each printer pckhuodeisoet hod
of claim 12 wherein there is a user account for nultiple printers. 15. The
met hod of claim 1 wherein docunents are nodified to increase the net val ue
25 attributed to the respective docuneni$- WO 01/63490 PCT/ AU0O0/ 01450 -13
16. The hod [ rejn. . nodi i e} . ' or
restricti the i mRRaRs T Eh el abe Ao R oo R SURRBENEC e
user accoumivhasdazhorstsare Spptsdcominasheiill thelréspettiee Rk hetbuat isebaven 16
wherein the second threshold is above the first threshold. 5 18. The
met hod of se¢Pad thrash@lderein if a user has nultiple accounts and one of the
accounts falls below the respective first threshold, nodification of
docunent s 5UpPirhefhefod drElif 161WIRASiN A W6d AOGHARNE ShReGn HRRH bot h
are instituted ?o?leg{ol (gf tlﬁe%u‘gerag%acc%nts. ?ig %}cg)rerret ﬁ%d 5?5%8%i m 1
including attributing a net value to each docunent supplied 10 and
i ncl adi ngl8.he Wbe metiodef claimdcwhatsinufrenseribas tiuliphs arcoants end bnoof thae of t he
user accgc%gltn?ts ffaﬁfs b%?o%\t] th%%géjp%gt?\t/e t?rlép &lrésﬁgld, modification of documents supplied or
restrictions on what documents are supplied or both are instituted for all of the user's

accounts.

19.  The method of claim 1 including attributing a net value to each document supplied
10 and including the net value of each document in the user account or one of the user

accounts for each document supplied.



