A nmet hod and apparatus is disclosed for adaptively controlling the biasing
current applied to magnetoresistive (MR) read heads within a magnetic di sk
‘drive to provide optimzed bias for each head/disk/channel conponent
conbi nation. An optim zed bias current for each head is ascertai ned and.
stored on the disk surface at the tinme of manufacture. During each power up
operation the values are transferred2o random access nenory which is
accessed during the execution of each head switch command to apply bias =
current in accordance with the op®B#TRAETval ue to the active MR head. -
Periodi ¢ reoptimn zation and updating of the stored values is effected by .7
general error neasurenent circuitry that forms a part of the device control
systemand is - invoked to perform the reoptim zation upon the occurrence
of an event such as a predeterm ned duration of power on operation
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A method and apparatus is disclosed for adaptively
controlling the biasing current applied to magnetoresistive
(MR) read heads within a magnetic disk drive to provide
optimized bias for each head/disk/channel - component
combination. An optimized bias current for each head is
ascertained and stored on the disk surface at the time of
manufacture. Durlng each power up operation the values are

transferred to random access memory which is accessed
durlng the executlon of each head switch command -to apply
b1as current in accordance with the optimized value to the
active MR head. Periodic reoptimization and updating of
the stored values is effected by general error measurement
circuitry that forms a part of the device control system
and 1is invoked to perform the reoptimization upon the
occurrence of an event such as a predééermined duration of
power on operation subsequent to the last reoptimization

procedure.
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