
TITLE OF THE INVENTION: ABSORBENT ARTICLE          Provided is an absorbent
article which includes a  backsheet, a liquid-pervious topsheet and an
absorbent core  sandwiched between the backsheet and the topsheet. At least
the backsheet is made from a water-decomposable material. The  backsheet is
formed of a fibrous sheet that contains water-  dispersible  fibers   and
water-insoluble  carboxymethyl  cellulose. The water-insoluble
carboxymethyl cellulose has a  degree of etherification (D.S.) falling
between 0.3 and 0.6,  and is modified so that the hydrogens of at least 95
% of  carboxylic acids therein are substituted with metal.   Figure 3    


