
PROCESS FOR THE CLEAVAGE OF ALKYL TERT-ALKYL           ETHERS INTO
ISOOLEFINS AND ALKANOLS OVER ACID           CATALYSTS        The invention
relates to a process for the cleavage of alkyl tert-alkyl ethers      into
the corresponding isoolefins and alkanols by acid-catalyzed reactive  5
distillation, wherein the reactive distillation apparatus has, in an upward
direction, a bottom zone, at least one distillation zone and a reaction
zone      and the alkyl tert-alkyl ether is fed into the reaction zone via
an azeotrope      of the alkyl tert-alkyl ether and the corresponding
alkanol.  10  The process is suitable for the cleavage of primary,
secondary and tertiary      alkyl tert-alkyl ethers, in particular MTBE.
FIGURE : NONE    


