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(57) Abstract: A node may assist in the management of upstream network 
traffic in part by managing a contention window used by the node. The node 
may maintain a list of size(s) of contention window(s) of parent node(s) of 
the node. The node may set its own contention window to be longer (i.e., a 
longer period of time) than that of upstream neighbor nodes. With a longer 
contention window than that of its parent node(s), the node will refrain from 
using an RF channel needed by a parent node. Accordingly, upstream nodes 
are better able to transmit any backlog of data before receiving additional data 
from downstream nodes. This may better distribute data over the network, 
and may better manage data flow. 
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