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U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/639, 999,
entitled "Miulti-party Transaction Processing System
and Approach"” and to U.S. Provisional Patent

App! ivpet TREUNPLIERAGEANORETIGNAND ®d Y NYENI BROGRAVIMED

Transacti on ang$rRAYISNINGSPITEMENDPAPEROACH System
and Approach,” "both of which were filed on Decenber

29, 2004. Field of the |nvention The present invention
is directed to comuni cBelatedDogumentst 5 processi ng and,

mor € P& E%Eﬂt%@h}lﬂcnt LR usad 38Nes and 194iAU.S, Provisional

processi ng 1 nvo V|qg the processing of transactions

iPatent Ariphigation Nd. 60/63% 4 eitetled “Monti-parsi Trgrsactiandtigerstingpystem
Bag Kg]glrg%rgﬂd arﬁ){%.r@. | SRk TRTARSIE M 1icRont90 6028 5,998, eAfbd “Multi-
transactional iInteractions between buyers, sellers,
sippdiacTahsattistant Peyoerns PaogianonedProcéssing Syssem prd Apgroach,” both of
exchange..of duy r services for purposes of
8@%@@%%%ﬁe%&§ E§%ﬁ%§??§ﬁ@gen | abor and tinme intensive.
CGenerally, the processes of managi ng transactions

bet ween busi ness enti t iRed bfthe Ibesntionndul y bur densone

and ipefficient. Many .tr actions i.nvol ve 6
of pa&g‘? %@Sqnh’tn@?rﬁ’é’flil%ﬂre %H FPuPUHeatiRnLng 8 ip\c{:(gclegS%gy and, more
|spaceicalARE cdrimGRBARGS hihdaw frbcediifd BV aEning dsnecdessing oft he
transactions. For_exanpl e,Shftﬁr anselcti ons. i nvol vi ng
diapyaghiens involidg @“%‘Plepgggl?lt?i‘ he 88 TgsaCiPe provi si on
of products or services) that can be fulfilled by
different entities often involve two or nore
suppliers. For instance, viBaskeeoundansact i on i nvol ves
the p@&'aﬁ&%’ﬂnﬁﬁ%ﬁ% 'f}]fﬂ&f'cgﬁ{ga%tugf and YRSctiSRLInEPRHSn I B ween
be source rom %n erent suppliers under the guise_ of
tHngers aaiers, finmsded tistvtiosi and|odrersjinvedvasidn (hecxchpneeat products and/or
transagtion may.iny IS f &
SEP BT B s BN LN B B R e enBlibs iR, Gonerally,
_tthcaprla&sﬁds ﬁﬂﬁxaﬁefg‘fmg twinsagtibisebepuren hasirese Entdiep hogbsen widubn
i.nvol ve the provision of a product as well as shippin
ské‘F‘i)FPioé%e @gﬁ&&g‘fl?‘é'eri ng theppr oduct froma sell erpgo ’

Many transactions involve a variety of parties interacting at different hierarchical

levels and in connection with different aspects of the transactions. For example,
transactions involving different facets of performance (e.g., the provision of products or
services) that can be fulfilled by different entities often involve two or more suppliers. For
instance, when a transaction involves the provision of a multitude of goods, the goods may
be sourced from different suppliers under the guise of the same transaction. Similarly, a
service-based transaction may involve the provision of different aspects of service under the
same contract. Further, transactions involving the purchase of a product often involve the
provision of a product as well as shipping services for delivering the product from a seller to
a buyer. These transactions also may involve processing services and/or fees along the
delivery route, such as customs clearance at port of export, import/export duty fees, and

insurance during transit, the responsibility for which can change amongst the parties
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a buyer. These transactions also may invol ve
processing services and/or fees along the delivery

WO oubM71882Cch as custons cl earance at port of eREDUB2005/047116

i mport/export duty fees, amd insurance during transit,
the responsibility for which can change anongst the
partiesdependi ng on where the goods are actually

ldeseatiag oatwharedBé §dods BretabiiBily loEdtéttht b pins tﬂﬂtt rl(Jsmg the shipping
exanmpl e, for many shlgplng transacti ons

srane o B Figinedre tireHage st arg sPae teo'fg?r% fie purdhese of goods
$Binp Blﬁgﬂed) ttﬁ@é & dfign @fsﬁlﬁﬁbr chts, thtﬂ? Sfrarfgﬁﬂgefoﬁﬂﬁﬁrﬁéht of the goods), a

arran for shipnent a carrier (the
&R ecealﬁlﬁwarfgmgﬁl@ gﬁ;)éase Sellar @1@1 gy sekhﬁé ﬁ&ﬁopflg) an Tnsurer (the
SRy pREidiREr SRA G hrand ol 'tl{bsslﬁfp%ér (HeQ@rrf%P Sddvor vy lﬁi&bg' 44 a buyer

tranS|t I nsurance to the sh I ppe he carrier an

t(tlhe eily eqcpivingribe %poﬁﬁbyém thig Iﬁéarérﬂl‘? fthg/pm@é épelf qag be ﬁ@nmdered a
%glss)c]rgping bR o'f?%? con'i 1& SREREEN bedid3d Witk Qrf‘aé?@ement

kA single Ing portion of a nore conpl ex
tbﬁfzmsla@ buyen atbgetlnt. g swn@ hstanceaghessieractsrs theeshippar and arranges

é'm P?ﬁ/ %Qrdshg‘)me% (l)fet € (Jror(ls g‘e gﬁte{lf%&ﬁ@l? eltgﬁﬁ V\ﬁﬁ'll time osg&tﬁe

er an or shi
ts]mpmgmmf&cm&nabmltt alty the coshof the gb@@se rIn ather slmpphlgtttaasacti@ts, the

bt BT Bbo gl A ARt by RS 3R yf  es or
alid APes g‘eﬁ/ﬁces hiéwmﬁm th@fpaﬁjﬂfbleg:mﬂd)@ tipegellehe buyer' s
instructions apd t s.for the I ppi N .

servi dedegpeveet ?CVSSFEMI‘#% é‘ﬁ’(% ofEAnsaAiges: EV sglﬁeé grgthné?s

IR bR BhRMadidh %66&1% sRdordRelick dRéctlyWRE St 6ther times, the seller contracts
transacti ons, e seller sonetines perfaorns by

pYithA RETIOENiGE @a@y torrerfgrm sape prellof H?ert@&%"?orh?’?ﬂe"t%\t In $hip, iystance,
tthé'@ﬁer 4cR%s 88 At&fne&@ﬁft {‘N?cﬁ bR BibdgeRghd %ﬂn%dﬁﬁf éolﬁtr&&ed
perform sone or al he transacti on aspects.
tbiaivesen Histintameediar eellgleandéhe awes Hie salierimiuer 3aseRs 49 9ay the

t
S AU SO0 g Bl RIS (CRLE Btk an o
3&Hbmﬁngpmnurn agrees to pay the performng partles
(e.q. ctms an _anou . .
the s éxr ?aézp g vcehex %PIF% r\lraﬁl%ugs lﬁve(l)?ctgp El{alar%fagegc Eﬁ\éﬁ@sﬁﬁcgountmg,
alapeeRnap)) e requded mmaahmbmlmam the chanred)ﬁiioatﬂacts between buying,
activities (accountin

el ST L GO O 2TEE PR e epod 2o Ggmmercial

kel Y’@ﬁl&t&r }Shl’@Gses Sfibd defgire thittredop®bedept foF th &Efﬁs@d&ttﬂnn Jhese
parties dition, tracking actjivities fo

@@W?W@tlmaﬁ@ﬂw@gm SOl OpsPp S RlieB FRliF A e gy cxample,

rE R AmaR s{égmnaﬁaﬁl 1B§iﬁut¥o'h§f‘o$ Aftek A pariBES SneAfdnkatkibh BSist
are |ne consum n ubject to error and often

dufetacicwith ¢ash jothena lm @telzpc@pn W%}/ @VOla@S qm@lgaa}gpp@ments and
a%&%%ah&ﬁﬁﬁ%&ﬂﬁaﬂe% tdnel 9PGndO At Pinfel Sh&E tarPRY del 8 irf Riyment or

ransacti on
disputes regarding terms of payment. In addition, this process is highly susceptible to error.
Interaction complexity, delay, error and a multitude of other characteristics of transaction
payment can cost one or more parties to a transaction (including financial institutions) a

significant amount of funds.



interact with each other. This interaction typically
i nvol ves conpl ex agreenents and associ ati ons that

wo awelortsst e the transfer of funds. At tines, tPEr/ESHan047116
be del ays in paynent or dishutes regarding terns of
paynment. In addition, this process is highly
susceptible to error. Interaction conplexity, delay,

err or Mdidinduditidstdrd iR comp&itive bnCHd 6t sevihsd dré theffore important.
nsacti| on paymsnt can cost. one or nore p_art les to a

tr

tHEHBISERTVGIT ORI ASIRTaRTPRYIOF Fedustionas ne FrYpReds igselly sgnerated from

Sdehiita€ioe FunsfididN HoRbvdr UadSnidRsile bateUSideiRs] WiEtecdithdr6ial

conpetitive and any cost savings are therefore o

itRpeRctiensthavebgen diffeylhioirgduce Bidhgcugieat husinges cayirprgpent with widely

reguet jan as no revenue is directly generated from

adm ni strative functions. However, admnistrative _

cost s The gnyeane athey difficybinmiartes mpnagemens aed Femdingtipnef business
i ffi raeduce. i e e s

st e Rl R R LRSS enttcs invlved

dh Martoud afpferts Of trarsgctions, tikvéudingfagasialinstisuiibne et gherat i on

of busi ness transactions have presented adm ni strative

and cost challenges to business entities involved in

various aspects of transactions, including financia

institutions and ot hers. Summary The present invention

is directed to addressing challenges related to the

types of applications discussed above and ot hers. The

present invention is exenplified in a nunber of

i npl ement ati ons and applications, sone of which are

summari zed bel ow. According to an exanpl e enbodi nent

of the present invention, a transaction is

automatically processed to effect paynent to at | east

one supplier for the transaction as a function of

portions of the transaction fulfilled by each

supplier. In one inplenmentation, transacti on docunents

(e.g., electronic data) are audited and the paynent is

effected as a function of the audit. |In another

i npl enentation, a fee is assessed to one or nore

parties to the transaction as a function of the

transaction and an agreenent with the one or nore

parties to the transaction. In another exanple

enbodi ment, shi pping transactions involving two or

nore carriers fulfilling different portions (legs) of

a shipping route are processed as a function of

i nformati on received for each carrier and conmon

transaction identification information. Each of the

carriers submts an invoice and the invoices are

correlated to a particular
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transaction. Paynent is facilitated (e.g., authorized)
as a function of the invoices. According to another

wex@aprssenbodi nent of the present invention, BEI/US2005/047116

aut omat ed transaction processing systemis adapted for
facilitating transaction processing for a transaction
i nvolving two or nore suppliers. Contract data is
stored for parties to a trgpma@mriOn. The contract data
includes a transaction identification (1D and
i nf or RERATEROTIBYREPR G digclad toaddreadne shallensss rrlpteda the types of
BYFHIANGE dREuSERT HBANANdhRSBI, I TR Drdsbnt Gaven Sx&{RE in a number
servi ces) between a buyer party and at |east two
sfplenesntabigns andaprligetiprs, eomeerpisThigh resunimparized peloy.
Sub- PREdordihe TG kARbiE Bbo@heRaSs ittpréddft iffhdnBES, 'aQhhnQition is
the buyer or at the direction of a third party. .
petgmatinally prpgessed forefisetrpaynen ta #déagainggurplicr fon shedtanenstiormas a
fﬁ[ngmﬁ &epoﬁi'b‘ﬁp M‘ HE B S FuliSled ﬁﬂ%acfl Q tﬁ@r. aH toﬁmeﬁgnentation,
transaction processing system e paynment request
iredsestivmtdoormengs (@.g;. ekatromy datg)ereviuditedandrththpamtenbis effBted as a
TR EE e R I B R M R E B R 0 bt Fapors gties o
freatahshetlorbas o fhectiou ppthearangatidnyand mougdement whith thayeemtnore
i.nformation. The paynent request information

re %u est
PBR RARH AU er party is audited as a function of a
Cconpakhi #a6Mhe0dxainpR enfbdbbedt, ishippih@tirhidadtiofs payIEitwo or more
re ue%lh ilnfor tion with the shored transaction ID%un o of
eaeers Spfillng difrnent PoiRen (genkotia SRR RE P HR P Br 9o 85 2 function o
RAYARAbn FBEIVEBor bath @hMRE hfdtomiidMtAnRafidH @etEcagoHIR @At ion.

arty matches the transaction IDin the contract data,

et Qfdpegarricss submdtg pn fyieice and thp énvelsht #rgeprrelated to a particular
itlQle‘a{;t}Gnn POBRH G W acifff Rl (b BISuchb: iR Y fnetibRer M fdvofced. ar
supplier party is effected as a f'unction of the
pay meAtcordingiesmoibarf examgte exboflintsy efite prasent iny¢mion, an automated
ier 3 t. . 0f 1.0 .

AL e e 808 0 Bl ied 08 R00% Lo T
trensdenrintdvieativ orrhars supplied. Enttodt datnis sredeloeparties to a

i nmpl ementation of . the present inpvention..T I gur .
AR GER AT e s RS e BT B B B i ] e Bhpyion
exlgimglts & yorithesiavaing diers ciiangdBsfi redrcHaasafdrips Gl., gbodshed/or
Drawi ngs The j nvention may be nore.conpl et el .
SHHETS BOBESY HDBEREFHERIAT 5 50 TIRBLERRicr.aghete cach supplier fulfill
d 8 pdrbd it \cddraMt@ith&1és the edionAihe bafertoh et theWiesttiboof 4 fhird
connection with the accaonpanyi ng draw glsrsﬂ_g i n whi

. h: L
PRty PeysReiigausstipiraation i pRer Bsiqhgn &) Hb@ﬁé‘?ﬁpﬁﬁrrmmes 1s
R tLAEE Qutonﬁ%? A dnPréRssBitATRER. §THOPAINERNeqMst fli®mation

present 1nvention; _ o
(e.g., an invoice with a transaction ID) typically reflects payment characteristics of the

transaction that are related to the merchant offerings provided by the supplier party
providing the payment request information. The payment request information from each
supplier party is audited as a function of a comparison of the transaction ID in the payment
request information with the stored transaction ID in the contract data. When the
transaction ID in the payment request information from a particular supplier party matches

the transaction ID in the contract data, settlement of a sub-part of the contract involving



FIG 2 shows an arrangenent and approach for managi ng

shi ppi ng-rel ated transactions, according to another
we@aprssenbodi nent of the present invention; BeTUFE/047116

3 shows a flow diagram for fransacti on processing,

accordi ng to anot her exanpl e enbodi nent of the present

invention. Wiile the invention is anenable to various

.rrmuhﬁmmfehnmraﬂdedawtm peﬁfninﬂa& stusy1B parSA 6ffdcieiSas a FRIEOH of the
avengeen ig& X ﬁ@é exanple in the draw ngs and
REYREL EPIHERE BYQTRagOn é‘ﬂf‘al?ﬁmculaf SERYEN W”Bén‘éjﬁlaélﬂ'%—?%@f the

bewever, that the intention is not necessarily to
[imt %gg)invention to the particular enbodi ments
descr F BePOVeSTREY b the Prgsgnt ipvgatiqnis aeftintsrdeddo describnaaeh

ldstravedlérh b &R BB evePPIMPIGh &0 SN oARe pﬁa'sérﬁ BRI SThe figures and
falllq? wthin the spirit and scope of the I nvent |0|%u

defaidpdrdesratptipy thahiollay mare partieulalyraxe iy diyse ambadiments.
Det ai | ed Description The present invention is believed
to be applicable to a variety of different types of
comruni cations and financial process nanagenent
approaches, and has been found to be particularly
useful for applications involving the inplenmentation
and application of paynent-related transaction
processes and rel ated aspects thereof. Wiile the
present invention is not necessarily limted to such
approaches, various aspects of the invention may be
appreci ated through a di scussion of various exanpl es
usi ng these and ot her contexts. According to an
exanpl e enbodi nent of the present invention, a
transaction involving nultiple suppliers is
automatically processed using contractua
(transactionrelated) terns for each of the suppliers
and one or nore buying parties. Each of the suppliers
fulfills a particular portion of the transaction, wth
the one or nore buying parties receiving nerchant

of ferings (e.g., goods and/or services) provided by
the suppliers in accordance with ternms of the
transaction. Wen billing data (e.g., an invoice) is
received fromone of the suppliers, the data is
automatically related to the particular transaction
using information in the billing data together with
stored information for the transaction. Funds froma
buyi ng party (or buying parties, where appropriate)
are passed to the supplier as indicated in the
contractual terms and in accordance with the billing
data. Billing data
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subm tted by subsequent suppliers is processed
simlarly. In this regard, each supplier is part of a

W@ eooamssz ansaction and i s paid according to tPEI/US2005/047116

portion of the transaction ulfilled by the supplier.
Thi s approach is applicable to direct buyer-seller
type relationships as well as to other rel ationshi ps,

such as those i nvoBvieNBedchi®tibh ¥EIheIraRihdsnt er medi ary
buyer/sell er, type party, subconiracting wth suppliers

to cafhsingsntiop Wlbﬁ ﬂr&ﬁ%cqmpleéelm apfﬁqr%@ﬂdam cpRsidesation obhe detailed
bEscHHHBR cﬁfﬁ@ﬁét&%ﬁb@@fﬁ)en@ REH ﬁn%ﬁﬁ&l B 4Bl @SSwiIPthR accompanying
transaction are generally isolated frominformation
Aeyategi Mgvhidhe transaction that is not directly rel ated
tot hﬁl@qrshbﬁyé #hnsaUOR I%)kf‘c@ssﬂlr SRRl eRf eﬁld aﬁgﬁgcﬂ gocording to an
transaction infornmation asso Girated W t supp I er
expnpdpembadihontof tesesend inyentlas. managed such that the

1P RS 28nSh e Blanblifert hANBBRAUERY b ARGl 1ol
sapptticas, dceordipg ¢¢ driothet txanipteepibodtnent of the pesin stvamdesand
Egﬁ t fac l_ Its%wé El{}]\%\:/::& gFagl fqr trg sac\‘%o%{gec% Qsesmtﬁr ?c%éladc r%'glptg Flll('g er
axende tmlycghmem ofﬁte@rmdmaaeytldmyer , and/ or paynent type

f unct such n the suppl.Ler. and ,a ,

e WA etfer B AN oy R siofAla dpggnative forms,

bpcaifa teicl ha\ielbeéﬂ'lfﬂﬁwhﬂbg aafl of é}ramplaemﬁe &bhoRlgh ard \Slll be described

pers t|ve t he apsaction" is limted to

iy &OPW&%IBQ?JF%C? ?‘OWVCFaéh*’F ﬂt?rimantmwépo@eﬁeéﬁaﬂly to limit the
ﬁlﬂ%ﬁmﬁ&e KR PArtfelilaP BHBRBG LY SosbitRd! DARBSEntA, thB VIREMRS is to
mul tiple pliers and/or separate sub-transactions
EOVEE alﬁ@;@élf@gthnﬁ,eequé]e@ts,tqng akerpativenfalling withén the spirit and scope of
AL RARGH &l dcffled B k€ Splofadtpgmped Lo at |east one
party to the trarsaction as a function of one or nore
of a variety of transaction characteristics. In sone
applications, a host party {e.g., a supplier) is
assessed a fee as a function of a paynent anount for
the transaction as characterized by a fee contract
between the host party and an entity facilitating the
transaction processing. In other applications,
multiple parties are assessed fees in accordance with
simlar fee contracts and/or a transaction payment
amount. These fees are further assessed, where
appropriate, in a manner conmensurate with sub-parts
of the transaction (and rel ated contract) perfornmed by
di fferent suppliers. Another exanple enbodi nent
i nvolves the electronic delivery of information. For
exanpl e, stream ng marketing information could be
provided by nmultiple suppliers for a conmon
transaction. As anot her exanple, telephone voice data
can be delivered by two or
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nmore information carriers. These el ectronic delivery
applications may involve, for exanple, the use of the

WO pioe/omss2 t el ephone |ines and/or transm ssi ONPCDWRL085/047116
Where stream ng data is provided via the Internet
electronic data carriers may pick up data for delivery
fromone or nore supplier source termnals to one or
g?gﬁoggzglnaglon tgrnunﬂhﬁd[kﬁwggma applications,

sswor d-secur e

g e e A s L R

{xﬁm\gndcatﬁﬁg SRAMHANaldRERssANEHa8Emdnb @pprcbmhﬁl;rmdlms bean foﬁnd to be
ata at a destination _termnal. |n. ang

petibdatisefu] foa apMicpiRns TvoRAMEEE iR ﬂn?fﬁ%wfl{\ aPR’fﬁP"%"“ e

?Cygﬁ Iy ﬁe glﬁ%da a}ng%]c%%ﬁ Bﬁ)%gssé‘ssdnﬂ Sel @edIiHpEHEtheIedE r While the present

di f
11ﬁ/bﬂtfcmnEMt neeassaridy grnltng‘rr@ sgflm afﬁgrr@g%fearézlggﬁt)t%sqsgeec?sec%gl?eelﬁ\éeél&on may
%3 g%nﬁ%cgged’] thf ough daabideRh 'of’{;‘ar109§§$ah$[b§ ubiag tehd 44 Jfiger adhtexts.

Fimary rout h separate carriers
per f aceurdigg Maxamsle@fnbpﬂimenmfﬂ&e F&PS@Wg‘nmtIEﬁ 3 tRAEsactiin

nglsmvgqgalgﬁlgg elsggﬂéggsgg ?%%H%%aﬁfﬁro&%?é@ dsP@ BAkdchRN GraBéBtion-

primary route using
rb1BE @B foneakin of the suppliers esdonefoy mtokelpuyineheariédsi EB‘FW the

spPRber U & U BB HEN L ap e Pty PREE b e

r%%ﬁ/gltjglmdt:@ﬁ}]ﬁ @ffertﬂgﬁ (d. g]ygdodeandﬂ'dn iserviced) pravided by thessugg]&gs in
di eln
agerdanes WP tems Bé grgﬁts&gtppnt h’ghe%ﬁ)c@ng éaﬁf% g n%%qﬁ%lce is received

In SO

acgrz %?e&ﬁﬁkgb Sugf)lfl(§§ tnd dae iDaytematchlly Ftad toae pagticullas tpadagkion using

mir’]vfharmnn ﬁ[qbdlhtgg dgggg%tggrsv%;}{ﬁtggd %}%‘é{l&b{o‘ﬁ g}eqranéalgtlg’rp nds
0
(e BB B G by i ns s
1@813&16& atthmgmzl;radml terang did inrAgeardange withi lgigg aatg u%ﬁ{mg data

i nvqi.ce
:iui g @ylsﬁgq%h gﬁglﬁérglps g@&%&@@?ﬂﬂ% I QR ¢ gagH, S:itlh@@p;ﬂl@r is

ic information regardl
S d?ﬂalcagmtolhanﬁmﬁomdappm@ acchislingth #e posipnins the transaction fulfilled

Db i SORNEEL] SN K0 s B0ier 4 i vel

e ren
# tootheAfeBMbnNeps, such 1£)th8§bﬁnvol\hngthe bgydr @b hty 1mtqﬁ@g¢1gdlbgyg@eller

bg; Sérpr;@ gy{bga&ﬁg{;ﬁg%ﬁh a%}gp%ggica?rg o&@gﬁﬁﬂg Qitd ?tlcu?ar transaction.
subsuppbe ﬁﬁplfcﬁﬂ?dﬂs bahion ﬁloﬁb?dhbplms twlal tfaﬁsdctlm :arp ggnqraﬁ]g isolated

transaction, froma artl cul ?
;ﬁ‘eglsp@onat\pg regagimg]gxp tr&ps‘ag,l.@éga ﬁl&ﬁglatsg ; the rg?ular
Ssu a

SUpDligy anogghﬂp liers: gﬂaﬁg ti’aﬂ§a%ﬁ&ﬁﬂfo@héftldﬁthwda@tqdamttyﬂle ﬁmpher is

ah ng Dk e a eat aetipn is
ceparaciybccsedsdion RN EHS (1 ANSHOTIBA VI TagE R Ty
@91‘@25!1%( 38408 Xc?l{lon&cﬂ%ﬁget%sa{cﬂ{)n v SRGE kasplipe fslﬁbl’cff&lld}emvolved
In some instances, the supplier is limited in view of the transaction to contract-type
functions, such as between the supplier and a buyer or intermediary buyer, and/or payment
type functions, such as between the supplier and a financial institution providing payment
for the transaction. In this regard, from each supplier’s perspective, the “transaction” is

limited to that involving the supplier, while from a buyer’s (or intermediary’s) perspective,
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respective supplier is processed directly fromthe
out si de buyer to the supplier as part of the

w@e@essssng of paynment fromthe outside buyer POT/UR®O05/047116
i ntermedi ary supplier/buyer8 However, transaction
informati on for each sub-supplier is separately
processed in accordance with terns associated with an

fhd ﬁg{sx&%ﬂ Alyolye@ARAMI ﬁEpl‘i&i WRRA stfaextsstib-tenpotives thetmepke up the
tRESITiter medi ary, wth paynent being separately

winletassedwn( and made) by the internediary and sourced

fro %Heeinggli'élﬁénga%oﬁ UYRE is as§tsdeBtSat@@BsE pafty anthatransaction as a

sup P8y perspective, its portion of .the t rans%ﬁ‘gaitiggS a
fuinGtidni afioh@dt thare bhavarisst oceansachen SRRSITEISa P Yhe™ ’
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transaction-based conditions are net.In another
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and furthe [
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In tB¢ prpasry ir@se udimg atdinptiomp theHBVHEFS; Further, thy shipping inyol
% p 3 - .
separately associated with the portion of the route serviced by the particular carrier that is
the subject of the invoice. This information is used to audit the invoices and to generate a
payment authorization based upon the invoice (and, in some instances, effect the payment).
Each carrier is paid according to its portion of the primary route. In some implementations,
business rules and/or other information relating to the parties to the transaction (e.g., profile

information) is stored and used for associating and/or auditing transaction data such as



10

15

20

25

30

tailored to specific transactions, with c
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épiled:cat i on Serial No. 10/436,878 (USBA. 10 I PA), filed

S A i et e L
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I nventi

receipt of the billing data discussed above. For instance, when billing data includes a
seller’s identification information (ID) associated with a particular identifiable transaction,
the billing data is audited to ensure that the particular seller is indeed party to the
identifiable transaction. Furthermore, terms of the billing data such as payment amount
and/or other associated fees, timing (payment and/or contract performance) and others are

selectively audited to ensure that certain transaction-based conditions are met.
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transaction arrangenent 105 nmanages transacti ons
bet ween buying parties and two or nore parties that
wo awblo7ts8t e t he provi si on of goods and/ or servPCEES2005/047116
(e.g., nerchant offerings) 1/n accordance with a
particul ar transaction for which paynent is to be nmade
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per form ng. acpOLL] of l}% fif 0RA Gl @ thbve sléscussed above, can
cont réc"ta“?‘@rolfrﬁalfiﬁ%?r@y,ce%so exanpl e, include contract.

tE L ABed DR Ginpiemetingebupmessirgled fgr purposes including the association o
transaction data, selection of contract terms, management of contract payment and/or
auditing functions and more. For general information regarding contracts and transaction
processing, and for specific information regarding contract and transaction processing
approaches to which the present invention may be applicable, reference may be made to
U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/436,878 (USBA.101PA), filed May 12, 2003 and

fully incorporated herein by reference.
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seller and/or to a particular transaction, where
contract terns may or nmay not vary between different

W@ elberss2 dependi ng upon the application. For POBUSI008047116
when buyer 110 has a separdie contract with sellers
130 and 132 for a single transaction, the nultiple
suppl i erprocessor 144 inpl ements speC|f|c contract

i nformation r 4 irsgha@ion ped bsmgfamanmemﬁnd
t he Bg}“{g‘ to%@ﬁ%ﬁﬁgxr%g%?% s belogsp cr ocessed,
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yment for a [pditieg addigvo or more
et B il L i W ety Lt Sl
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n some application 1o of
st ﬂ@sexem cpag epl s GG gu b RO AI R Biinde o
S?Ch ?%@ well %Sé Eor a%gg@ﬁilg@p’és osmmsdaqtlen!al lpyrtlpmr &w%arge%]e -
l'ers and recei ve Q
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1W§ﬂielge(gforgtvg{iggg¥§mtlmrty 120 executes a transaction
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Cg)gfggcg ‘?egrtpgf a%g%tse% &X fgl%st Tt z?ﬁ f@fihoiPfRes3ed tlrﬁsas:tlon functions using a

, the buy 11
rﬁt‘ﬁﬁbl@Is@pﬂlep@ro@GMQ4beThﬁgcogﬁ@eq§ Eﬁélﬁse 64}0ulpgléd?)plgcmrﬁ%‘¥on 1%¥ Eﬂ%@iﬁc
c?og‘ggpzsaré{;;egﬁo Frgnslagcfogf gfgy@%oé:h ﬁﬁh@tr&ié%tfbﬂﬁfrang%hﬁnt 105. The contract

a“particul ar servi ultinle
QAR A0 caft Béveshd ’??gm gachetpnpuish avigre Spﬁfé“‘yé\”?rfléﬁ‘t‘aé‘r"n*r% HoHP
shi pping route roman orl { k@lay godds. By wa
irandactignie ghobyRs £ MG OY det; L{g?q&g%%vt@@és dafggﬁlt he e Y by
bf QIBAE! AR TohSachE O @hmi syoreceﬁvﬁh Gracerirass egm 4D and includes sub-
each seller rigr % Ra&HaPPi N
fantoéts dsang\ids f@réb’g?rﬁli’té THF 8§ HelmOI?Fwat nmake up the

[ Out el UERBIEL ?4ﬂﬁb1qa@mwmaﬁdmbdﬁaiartwam el trRpsFFOnHIch as
origi n I nternediate tion

fngial hebuitrinformaiion s chggfg@s, ‘he"teiiut?oﬂ of i %ﬁg}f&%&m the

The transac r cilsQ'éc PRAGERSES comidl kb trgngaction
ﬁﬁé’r’llsla?tﬂﬂneorslﬂéjﬁlplgheo?l S%r gc ssor 144, e ransact i ossine transaction
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PL? gf‘;ﬁg {:Q;%égvgrgt{srllﬁ descn e H&&{L‘a{i&n fA Garﬁ&hﬁf contracts between a buyer
or buyers and two or more sellers, with each seller performing a portion of the tr ansaction.
These contract terms 140 may, for example, include contract terms specific to a particular
seller and/or to a particular transaction, where contract terms may or may not vary between
different sellers, depending upon the application. For instance, when buyer 110 has a

separate contract with sellers 130 and 132 for a single transaction, the multiple supplier
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functions with buyers, sellers and, where applicable,
internmediaries in a variety of manners, dependi ng upon
w0 b@ooorssr act terns 140 and profiles 142. For POBUSI08047116
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iary party 120 operates t
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transacti ons between ers .110- t for each of
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€ supplier processor
between a buyer 110 and a seller 130 may indicate when payment is to be effected. In some

applications, payment to the seller 130 is effected upon completion of the seller’s portion of
the transaction (e.g., in the above example, when a seller (carrier) performs its portion of the
shipment route). In other applications, payment to the seller 130 is effected upon

completion of the entire transaction (e.g., in the above example, when the shipment reaches
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with the particular seller 1providing the invoice. The
association is used to determ ne el enents of the
contract terns 140 to use in processing (e.g
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therefore The payment authorlzatlon is matched to a particular transaction at block 310.
The matching may involve using, for example, transaction-identifying or party-identifying
information in the payment authorization.
Fees are assessed according to one or more of a variety of characteristics, such as the
financial aspects of the transaction (e.g., the amount of a sale processed by the transaction

arrangement 105) or a set fee. These fees may, for example, be set as a function of a
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using, for exanple, one or nore of the
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related applications, a second financial supplier considers the identity of the buyer and the
first financial supplier when making its decision as to whether to provide funds to the
supplier (e.g., in pre-export financing situations or in post-export, pre-ownership
assumption situations). Rules or other characteristics related to the transaction and/or

transaction parties may thus contemplate the second financial supplier’s consideration of
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an itemto be shipped at the origin to a buyer 250
purchasing the itemand receiving the itemat the
destination 230. In sone instances, a third party
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e transaction processor 205, also
r&ﬁﬁmﬁmmmmgonhenﬁﬁwﬁ transaction ID. The transaction

The transaction processor 205 facilitates the processing of contractual and payment
functions of the transaction involving the shipment from the origin 210 to the destination
230. In this regard, the transaction processor 205 is in communication with each party to
the transaction as described above, electronically or otherwise, as well as to financial
institutions for the parties to the transaction, with example institutions 270-275 respectively

serving carrier A, carrier B, the seller and the buyer.



processor takes the invoice information and
facilitates paynent as a function of the contract
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with the transaction (e.g.,6using the common
transaction ID with the source of the invoice). For
exanpl e, where the contract information indicates that
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provi de funds via {)Fe seller fin ql 5 O 2:44i

P Becsnsoorn Mt PP? By S PG AT peRiop i thtsd B fdfice.

272.  PayeRPhynieRt fok E&rﬂhﬂﬁéiﬂduﬂioh%&@desﬁuﬂy, shemmdmcthn processor

the seller f| nanci al institution 274 via theb :%¥he financial
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carriers for their portion of the transaction fee. In this instance, where indicated by contract

terms available to the transaction processor 205, the seller 260 may provide funds via the
seller financial institution 274 to each of the carrier financial institutions 270 and 272.

Payment for the overall transaction is made to the seller financial institution 274 via the



for shipping the items and further accordingly nmakes
funds available via the buyer financial institution
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the respective carriers. In7these instances, the
transaction processor 205 woul d inpl ement contract
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incorrect seller and/or transaction ID response may include, for example, one or more of
notifying the seller providing the billing information that the match failed, notifying a buyer
in the transaction that the match failed or resolving the issue. A mismatched seller ID can

be resolved, e.g., by comparison of the received seller ID with known seller IDs for the



transaction I D) at block 330, contract ternms for the
particul ar transaction associated with the transaction

wo Doanzisset ri eved at bl ock 340. At bl ock 350, P¢BUS2005/047116
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seller associated with thel8eller IDis paid as a
function of the contract terns for the particul ar
transaction associated with the transaction ID. This
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parties, each supplier party fulfilling a sub-part of

the contract; and an automatic transaction processor
weowbiogissed and arranged to receive order infoPEEUBING/047116
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facilitate settlement processing of the payment request as a function of the payment request

and a sub-part of a contract to which the payment request applies.

2. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the automatic transaction processor is further
configured and arranged to assess a fee for facilitating settlement as a function of at least
one of: the payment request information, the contract data and fee data assigned to at least

one of the parties to the transaction for which settlement is facilitated.

3. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the automatic transaction processor facilitates

settlement processing by processing payment from the buyer to each of the at least two



4. The arrangenent of claim 3, wherein the automatic
transaction processor is configured and arranged to
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fromthe buyer to each of ©he at |east two suppliers

as a function paynent request information received at

different tinmes fromeach supplier and of sub-parts of
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carrier for its carrier services as a function of the payment request information audit.

8. The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the data storage arrangement is adapted to
store contract data for a transaction for goods involving a buyer party purchasing a bundle

of goods from supplier parties that respectively supply portions of the bundle, the goods



facilitate settlenent processing of the paynent
request by tendering paynent to the supplier for its

W@ aplo7 82 goods i n accordance with the paynent PCEUSEE5/047116
and a sub-part of a contraét to which the paynent
request applies. 9. The arrangenent of claim1,
wherein the data storage arrangenent is adapted to
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11.  The arrangement of claim 10, wherein the at least two financial suppliers include

financial suppliers that supply funds in different currencies, wherein a sub-part of the
financial transaction served by a financial supplier involves payment in one currency and

another sub-part of the financial transaction served by a different financial supplier involves

payment in another currency.



paraneters for the particular financial supplier. 13.

The arrangenent of claim1l, wherein the data storage
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parties to a transaction in%olving the buyer party, at
| east one of the supplier parties and an internedi ary
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for storing contract data for parties to a
transaction, the contract data including a transaction
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f %()nftighu%d and arranged to audit the payment request information by comparing the

payment request information to payment terms in the stored contract information and, in
response to the payment request information satisfying the payment terms in the stored

contract information, to authorize payment for the payment request.

16.  The arrangement of claim 1, wherein the automated transaction arrangement uses

transaction party profile information to authorize transaction parties and provide access to



exchange of nerchant offerings and involving a buyer

party and at |east two supplier parties, each supplier
w@abp7f8et filling a sub-part of the contract; PETEB2005047116
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18.  The arrangement of claim 17, wherein the means for storing contract data is adapted
for storing information relating to a contract involving the exchange of merchant offerings
between a buyer party and at least two supplier parties, each of the at least two supplier
parties fulfilling a sub-part of the contract, wherein the communicating means is adapted for
receiving payment request information including a transaction ID from the at least two
supplier parties, wherein the auditing means is adapted for auditing the payment request

information from the at least two supplier parties as a function of a comparison of the
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storing contract data for parties to a transaction, the contract data including a
transaction identification (ID) and information relating to a contract involving the exchange
of merchant offerings between a buyer party and at least two supplier parties, each supplier

party fulfilling a sub-part of the contract;
receiving payment request information including a transaction ID from the at least

two supplier parties, the payment request information reflecting payment characteristics of

the transaction related to the merchant offerings provided by the supplier party providing

the payment request information;



transaction ID in the contract data; and in response
to the transaction ID in the paynent request
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24.  The method of claim 20, wherein facilitating settlement of a sub-part of the contract
involving merchant offerings provided by the particular supplier party as a function of the
payment request information from the particular supplier party and the sub-part of the
contract includes paying the particular supplier party in response to the payment request

information matching payment information in the stored sub-part of the contract.
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26.  The method of claim 20, further comprising programming a processor for auditing
the payment request information and for responding to the transaction ID in the payment
request information from a particular supplier party matching the transaction ID in the
contract data by facilitating settlement of a sub-part of the contract involving merchant
offerings provided by the particular supplier party as a function of the payment request

information from the particular supplier party and the sub-part of the contract.



