
4 NOV 2005 WO 03/005857 PCT/NO02/00255 1 Combination table Background of
the Invention The present invention concerns a combination table with
possibilities of variation and which may be re-assembled in s order to
adapt to several uses. Prior art From prior art, several baby changing
tables in different  forms are known, of which some may be collapsed in
different ways. The advantage of collapsible baby changing 10 tables is
that they occupy little space when the table is  not in use, especially if
the available space where it is  to be used is limited, for example in a
bathroom, or when  the table is to be kept or stored elsewhere. Further,
baby changing tables with integrated drawers,  15 wherein the upper part of
the table contains the baby  changing table top, which is often padded, and
alternatively a bath tub is known. The nursing plate and  the bath tub may
be removed when the child is too old for  the baby changing table, and an
extra drawer and a top 20 plate may be mounted so that the table becomes a
chest of  drawers which may be used in the children's room. One problem
with the earlier baby changing tables is that  the flexibility with
reference to the user has not always  been in focus. Most of the functions
have been directed 25 towards saving space, and partly for extended use
after the  child has grown from the baby changing table. An extended  use
of a product, which the child only uses in a short  period, such as in a
period of 2 years for example, is  important financially and in relation to
space for parents 30 of small children, who must often acquire a large
number of  



products when they have a child. In this respect, a chest  of drawers as
mentioned above, is often not the primary 4 N O tI n WO 03/005857
PCT/NO02/00255  2 need when the child no longer needs the baby changing
table, as the child often already has a chest of drawers, a  cupboard or a
wardrobe. To use the drawers section of the  baby changing table for
clothes while it is used as a baby s changing table, often in a bathroom,
is often out of the  question as the drawers are used for nappies and care
products, or because of humidity in the room. From FR 910026 a playpen is
known, consisting of side  pieces with horizontal bars wherein the side
pieces may be 10 used to transform the furniture into a table in different
variations, a baby high chair and a bed, etc. The  disadvantage with this
solution is that all the furnitures  requires the use of at least 3 side
pieces which reduces  the area of use for example in that only one side of
the 15 table may be used for sitting against. The weight is  relatively
high and as the side pieces are used as a  playpen fence, the height of the
side pieces is reduced.  Consequently the baby changing table will have a
height too  low for a proper ergonomic working position. Further, the 20
furniture constructed with the side pieces in FR 910026  have horizontal
bars on which the child may climb, which  will hinder an approval for use
as furniture for children  in many countries. Today, most parents are very
conscious of good ergonomics  25 in furniture both at work and at home. To
change a baby may be a demanding task where the person changing the child
stands, lifts and turns the baby, and bends to find  nappies, flannels,
towels, paper, and clothes etc. for the  



baby. This is a routine which is repeated many times daily 30 and may
strain the body unfavourably by unfit working  posture. There is therefore
a need for baby changing tables  which may be adapted both to the users
working posture and  the child's development, and which are steady and
robust. 1 4 140V 2005  WO 03/005857 PCT/NO02/00255 3 Object of the
Invention The object of the invention is to supply a combination  table
which solves the above mentioned problems and  rectifies the shortcomings
of the prior solutions. Further, s the object is to provide a combination
table with simple  construction, which has both possibilities of variation
and  several practical uses. Short Description of the Invention The object
is attained by a combination table which has a  io height-adjustable table
top, height adjustable shelves, and adjustable holders for care products
and washing articles,  for use as a baby changing table, and which may be
reassembled for use as a desk for children or a partition,  as defined in
the claims enclosed. 15 Description of the Figures Fig. 1 depicts a
perspective view of a combination table  according to the invention with
nursing plate and shelves. Fig. 2 depicts the combination table in fig. 1
in another  configuration with holders for articles and towels. 20 Fig. 3
depicts a perspective view of the combination table  in fig. 1 assembled as
a desk. Fig. 4 depicts a perspective view of the combination table  in fig.
1 assembled as a partition. Fig. 5 depicts a perspective view of the
combination table  25 as an alternative desk. 



1 4 NO 2005 WO 03/005857 PCT/NO02/00255 4 Description of Embodiments A Baby
Changing Table The combination table 1 according to the invention is made
up of to side members 2, symmetrically about a vertical 5 longitudinal
centre plane, which constitute the supporting  sides of the table as shown
in Fig. 1. The side members 2  are slightly arched in this embodiment, but
may  alternatively have another form or be planar. A side member  2 is
constructed as a rectangular frame for example with 10 bars 3 in the
vertical direction to cover the side areas.  The side members can be made
of any suitable material such  as wood, metal, plastic of combinations
thereof. In the two  lower corners of the side members 2, there may be
mounted  swivelling and lockable wheels 4 or legs. The table top 5 is is
height adjustably mounted to adapt to the users (the  person who performs
the baby changing) own height. The  table top may be made of wood, plastic
of any suitable  material which may easily be cleaned and contains
alternatively crossbeams 6 depending on the stiffness and  20 strength of
the table top 5 itself. The crossbeams 6 may  be attaches to the side
members' edges by regular through- holes 9 with bolts or similar fastening
means. In use as a  baby changing table, the table top 5 may alternatively
be  padded or preferably have a removable padded changing mat  25 mounted
(not shown). The shelves 7 are like the table top 5, mounted  horizontally
between the side members and are height  adjustable, in order to adapt to
the preferred working  posture. The shelves 7 may be attached to the side
members ao edges by angle armatures 8. Fig. 2 depicts such an  



alternative configuration of the baby-changing plate 5 and  the shelves 7.
The design of the shelves may vary, but they  are preferably stiff in order
to maintain their form during  load and in order to reinforce the table.
The longitudinal as edges should be adapted in shape with the shape of the
side 1 4 N O V 2005 WO 03/005857 PCT/NO02/00255  5 members 2 for the same
reason, such as a concave curvature  in the embodiment depicted in the
Figures. The transverse  edges of the table top 5 and the shelves 7 may
have other  forms, such as convex in this embodiment. The number of s
shelves may be varied. The shelves 7 are solid in this  embodiment, but may
alternatively be made of a mesh  material. The shelf or basket has then not
necessarily any  stiffening effect on the table and should then be mounted
together with a crossbeam 12, for example centrally between to the lower
ends of the side members 2 (see below) or an  extra shelf. A shelf of a
material which is not solid may  be useful for example in order to store
bathing toys which  need to dry, or to dry clothes which should be dried
flat. Article holders 10 and 11 may be mounted on the side 15 members 2,
and may be made in plastic with fastening means  which are snapped onto the
bars 3, or by fastening them by  the same holes 9 in the side members 2 as
the shelves and  the table plate. The article holders 10 and 11 may be
adjusted to the preferable height according to suitable 20 working posture.
The article holders may for example be  formed as a bowl 10 for lotions,
powder, cleaning wipes,  thermometer, wash basin, basket for dirty clothes
etc., or  a towel holder 11 for drying towels, clothes etc., or as  other
practical holders which the user may have use for 25 such as waste basket,
paper holder or dispensers of  



different kinds (not shown). A Desk When the child no longer needs the baby
changing table 1,  the table may in another embodiment be re-assembled to a
30 writing or working desk 13 by replacing the lower shelf 7  with a
crossbeam 12 and alternatively removing other  shelves 7 in order to give
room for the users legs and for  a chair as shown in Fig. 3. The table top
may also in this  embodiment be adjusted in height to adapt to the child as
35 it grows and should preferably be used together with a I  4 NOV 21.005
WO 03/005857 PCT/NO02/00255 6 height adjustable chair such as a
Tripp-Trappo chair  (dotted in Fig. 3). In this way, the working position
of  the child may be optimised while growing up. Alternatively a suitable
shelf 7 may be used as table 5 plate, or a shelf 7 may be mounted right
under table top 5  in order to give a storage room for example for
writing/drawing articles. An alternative desk 17 is shown in Fig. 5 wherein
a  somewhat longer table top 18 with convex edges which fit 10 into the
side members 2 on the opposite side of what is  shown in the other figures.
The advantage here is that the  table space is larger. A somewhat longer
crossbeam 19 is  mounted between the rear lower corners of the side members
2 to give extra space for the users legs. 15 Alternatively the table may be
used as a PC-table adapted  to either children or adults, or the table top
5 may be  mounted relatively low, together with a shelf 7 or a  crossbeam
12 to achieve a playtable (not shown). In the  table embodiments above, the
article holders 8 may likewise 



20 be attached at the desired height to hold articles such as  writing
articles, toys, disks, CD's etc. Height adjustment of the table top 5 or
the shelves 7 may  be achieved by conventional systems such as rows of
holes 9  in the edges of the side members 2, for through bolts which 25
either directly are fastened to the table top 5, shelves 7  or crossbeams 6
or 12, or via an armature 8 as shown in the  figures. It is important that
the fastening and regulating  system may only be operated by an adult, so
that a child  may not cause the table to collapse. 30 A Partition I In a
third embodiment, the side members 2 of the table 1  may be mounted
together in one of their vertical ends with 1 4 NOV WO 03/005857
PCT/NO02/00255 7 b an armature 14, for example a planar armature, to form a
screen or partition 15 as shown in Fig. 4. In order to  maintain stability
and avoid tipping over, supportive legs  or bows 16 may be mounted in the
lower corners of the side s member 2 instead of wheels 4. The side members
2 may in  this embodiment be mounted such that they together either  make
up a segment of a cylinder as in Fig. 4, or an 5-form,  depending on the
use. Alternatively the armature 14 may  contain an angle, or an angle iron
8 may be used to mount 10 the side members together so achieve other
embodiments of  the partition. Alternatively, a table top 5 or a shelf 7,
for example with a covering or mesh design, may be mounted  between the
side members 2 edgewise, with the above mentioned armatures to make the
partition longer and/or to  



15 obtain more angles (not shown). The partition may thereby  have many
different forms depending on the assembly. The  partition 15 may be used as
a partition for example if two  children share a room, or divide a room
into a sleeping and  play/working section. Further, the partition may be
used 20 for play such as a puppet theatre, a house, or to cordon  off areas
to the child. The article holders 11 and 12, as  mentioned earlier, may be
mounted onto the partition 14 on  the sides of the side members, and in
desired height. If  desired, the side members 2 may be covered with a dense
or 25 semi-dense material, such as fabric or a mesh, which may be
stretched over the outer curvature of the wall, or in  zigzag between the
bars 3, if the partition 15 is to be  used to divide a room for example. 8
Claims I 1. Combination table (1) arranged for use as a baby  changing
table or a desk comprising at least two vertical  side members (2) and a
horizontal table top (5), the side  members (2) comprising a rectangular
frame wherein bars  extend between two of the edges of the frame, c h a r a
c t e r i z e d i n that the combination table  has two side members (2)
only, and at least one shelf (7)  or horizontal crossbeam (12), and that
the side members (2)  have vertical bars (3) stretching between the upper
and  lower horizontal edges of the frame. 2. Combination table (1)
according to claim 1, c h a r a c t e r i z e d i n that one or more height
adjustable shelves (7) are mounted horizontally between the  side members
(2). 3. Combination table (1) according to claim 1 or 2, c h a r a c t e r
i z e d i n that the table top (5) is  height adjustable. 


