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several of which are assembled into a frame. Frames are divided into

a satellite (25). The satellite payload switches the symbols into time

A satellite direct radio broadcast system (10} is provided which assembles bits of broadcast programs into prime rate increments,

symbols which are demultiplexed into alternating one of a plurality of

prime rate channels. The prime rate channels are demultiplexed onto a corresponding number of broadcast frequencies for transmission to

division multiplexed (TDM) data streams. The receivers (29) process

the TDM streams using seyvice control headérs (SCHs) provided therein by broadcast stations, The SCHs facilitate transmission of different
service components within broadeast channel frames, association of a primary broadcast channel with one or more secondary broadcast
channels on a frame-to-frame basis, and the transmission of multiframe bit streams, or auxiliary data throughout a broadcast channel that
are independent of a service, in contiguous or non-contiguous frames. ’




