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(54) Title: PROCESS FOR MAKING BUTENYL ESTERS FROM BUTADIENE

(57) Abstract: A process for making a butenyl ester from butadiene by reacting butadiene or a hydrocarbon fraction containing
butadiene with a saturated aliphatic monocarboxylic acid, wherein the catalyst is rthenium (VII) oxide or an organic sulphonic acid
containing at least (2) sulphonic acid groups per molecule wherein the ratio of the number of carbon atoms to the number of sulphonic
acid groups in the organic sulphonic acid is in the range 1 : 1to 1 : 0.15. Preferred catalysts are organic disulphonic acids for example
ethane-1,2-disulphonic acid. The process can be used for making unsaturated esters, or, by hydrogenation of the product, for making
saturated esters such as for example butyl acetate. Catalyst can be purified and recycled to the reactor.



