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Title: INTRAVASCULAR BLOOD PUMP

FIG 4A

(57) Abstract: An intravascular blood pump having a rotatable shaft (25) carrying an
impeller (34) and a housing (20) with an opening (35) through which the shaft extends

with the impeller positioned outside the housing. The shaft and the housing have sur-

S 39A

faces (25A, 33A) forming a circumferential gap which has a gap width of no more than
2 um over at least part of the length of the gap and at least one of the surfaces forming
the gap is made of a material having a thermal conductivity of at least 100 W/mK, in
) particular a ceramic material such as SiC.



