METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR | MPROVI NG TRAVEL TRANSACTI ON

Bl LLI NG AND RECONCI LI NG CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLI CATI ONS [ 00011 The present application clains the
benefit of U S. Provisional Patent Application Serial
No. 60/599,3 53, filed August 6, 2004 and titled

"Met hod and System for |Inproving Travel Transaction
Billing and Reconciling”. TECHMCAL FI ELD [ 00021 The
RESHOH Aﬁﬁ@mtm%kmm@k@t@qmm PRANSACITRHE BILLING AND
transactions. Mdire specificall to systens and

met hods for centrallzedR@pFF«Hb d reconciliation
processes relating to travel transacti ons. BACKGROUND
[ 0003] Bu5|ness travel account oroducts ar e centrally
billed cardtRQ8S REFBRI RENGE TEy Rkl A PEEICAIAQNS|
services providers and typically set up Mﬁth travel

agents or agencies for use by conpanies to charg
[Oﬁ%lrll tor aBbf toresed eppdigation oflaimip I&@;gé@ﬁt of's Ugh aP@éﬂSlOﬂal Patent
EﬁtYondééﬁLIZN% l60/89%4P3 fﬁgd Fﬁ%\g{ & 2084 gﬁﬁ:t%treﬁg N&m%x System for
usi ness. usinéss trave ccount enabl es enpl oyee
Iniprewre Breel Tonkotdn BillchgahdRgantilisg’el rel at ed expenses,
such as air and rail expenses, in the course of their
enpl oynent. [0004]. In existing business travel
account systens and prDEGEMEAL KIEEPs typically
interact with a travel agent or agency to book travel
transactions. The conpany enpl oyee or user contacts
[00bd t r aveTheagesntntosubfge nn‘a}telt oclboo kot travek | releted nsasadtionss More
PR S A g v Eie? b BRESH DB progeses reating
tottiagal @knsaktidhs.a travel supplier. In existing business
travel accounts, a flnagnggégghﬁbces provi der
typically generates an billing statenent
for booked travel itineraries to a custoner based on

[O'b&f]or mat i gtrl]siness travel account products are centrally billed cardless accounts
provided by financial services providers and typically set up with travel agents or agencies for
use by companies to charge, monitor and track travel of employees, designated individuals or
groups of people conducting company business. A business travel account enables employee
travelers to book and charge travel related expenses, such as air and rail expenses, in the course

of their employment.

[0004] . In existing business travel account systems and processes, users typically
interact with a travel agent or agency to book travel transactions. The company employee or
user contacts the travel agent or agency to book travel transactions using the company’s
business travel account as payment. The travel agent then books the requested travel with a
travel supplier. In existing business travel accounts, a financial services provider typically
generates and issues a billing statement for booked travel itineraries to a customer based on

information



| and data received fromthe, travel sUppI'iQ_r and
travel agent.- The travel supplier subnmits a travel
. supplier charge file requesting payment for booked
and data regéaved fromahs travéloupphercangiteavel ageat. The ttavelssuppli¢rssubmits & travel
travel agent travel itinerary file which includes the

' suppher chigeefilel feqhestingypd/nibn? YoP Godk&ar tlabély RhnsadGAR! akP MeS travel agent

, e.g., travel agent conmm ssion. The billing statenment .
e 13 G AR O s, ) Lot o

recel ved, and  mat ched. LN serV| c rovid
sgent costh S5 6 A0 TBLER e, TG Sl ent B e Bonotaie St both
travel suppller charge.file augnented by a
the travel supplics shaggcnfleasnd fﬂrﬁaqgt itingrasy fdampe iregeivadarne matched. The
fite. The corporate custoner then.receives a billing
financial servicesnproviden\generathat @ billiolg istdtementt than isabased anl kthet travell supplier
related transacti ons charged to a business travel _
. charge filaaagmehted UNPEN carespdBdiag eshdd diatdting taivel shishlier thhfg%dﬁle The

[ 0005] Exi-sting business travel account systens and

cori);:lrate RIsRRFF I6ch rekives afbf gfaf’éf‘ﬁ@? gﬁvm% I&@{allgé‘ (OB i hfdgut all travel

I neffective and |ne CI ent. ave suppli

s BB s P BAEk R b ] e g

ar e not s
submtted to the financial £ services provi der at the

Pe‘""d‘ ~same time. This l'ack of synchronization in receiving
. the travel supplier charge files and travel agent
[0005] t oBwisting businegsytravel @ascaymh sp¥eps abt pracesses suffdnerrcunourawbacks
of a billing period arrives and both the travel

that can makethérn éneflistivg end inefficient. (Oftenetraved supplier dligge ifild MRT Mave] agent
file have not been received by the financial services

travel itinepirp fil€kedre nbe eyhdhieHisdd land QFe/ h&egenﬁfa%ﬂ BRI Bt b iRCfinancial
able to generate a bllllng stat enent having the

e B e B S MBS . e e
R My TN e T —
“amives and Bt B (&iiplope %%%%Léle?ag@&%%ﬂags%&nﬁﬁv%?lm&%fﬁTe have not been

supplier charge file or _a travel agent travel
received by, the fvageipl sarvieesirovider.eFhie Ghandial seivi¢esipgovider waly olyebe able to
financial services supplier may be forced to generate :

gencrate a billing kiategnesit dixeingrthe wheel dgeak fravel ﬁﬁh&h@z fild @Hih has a matchmg
itinerary details and/or travel.
travel supphcr charges file. This can result m mcomplete information and unposted or unbilled -
travel transactions on the billing statement at the end of the billing period. |
[ 0006] If the travel supplier has not received both a travel supplier charge file or a travel
-agent travel itinerary file by the end of the billing period; the financial services supplier may be

" forced to generate a billing statement that lacks complete. travel itinerary details and/or travel




- 2 supplier charges. If the billing statenment |acks

detail ed and conplete information about the billed

travel transactions, the custonmer may del ay paynent of

- supplier dhiggebi |1Fithe billiag erléthenthiatles d@ailed dfid @BRIpIae MforABtidh 8bout the
E billed travel transactions. Also, a financial - : -

il USRS eSS pRGHEN, O e SR A whic e
cusomer bl A5 PO RS s may et

S information on the billing,. .statement. This can .- .
carty overygarayel tyansagiions ta e naxh gﬂbn&pe%@r yptidapatghing tguel agent itinerary
- cash flow position since the financial services | _
files and tmvel suppliencisrgdsyape cateivedsbattwidl permitdetailgdpinformatibaogdbe billing.
‘ with the travel supplier upon receipt of the travel _
- statement.S TRi3! da@ e itiveliCinhpdce ticcBdidial servitfes (WeiB&Ts érshiflovt pékition since

: | statenment  has been issued to a customer ‘or whether a
the fraoo44ioRBRidd Sl bRl Vel SHAIREAAEE K e ave
supplicr up sefeigh SEHE Eovs inRBE§oRer Yk et e Yo iling ptatement

~ .travel -transactions during a billing period that .
has been igsyed fa-a cusigrasior sheHisy dravekagent Gavsl dinarayihamalse begrreceived.
S5y travel transactions. SUMVARY [ 0008] There is '
- " [0007} pr oWheireds ghusyasmesdh fand sireteimoandf methed fona finaadialservi¢esqgovider to
: provider to generate a centralized, detailed and - '
provide a detiiledi ahddcstdmized) billiag en@amenia forObavket rtoarvel tiahsadiony Muring a
data and information received froma travel agent or

billing periddeRsteniBles bipduitd biyaRGRahd AROnbINiakGElo e itfAdedransactions.
bill'ing period. The ‘generation of the billing -

statenent based on : ra%%%g_g_toravel agent
informati on. or data _ usly permts a -
finapncial service prqvider.to ex ite.the. generation.
rooos) (P EBkefa BHE! B4 i BOdior ar hafinl FEPEGRY pvider to
a billing,period to-a responsi bl e conpany, cl-i ent. or :
generate a Cqairpfzcfl, déipHeckand epsteraized billing Stement based, o travelritiperary data
. billed transactions by the responsible custoner. The
and informpatign yeqeiyedsfeom acteaved agentorragengy fortmval wansagsiansibogked during a
.~ statenent for transactions based on a travel agent
billing -periet.or Ther gatiatatioh i b therHilimg sfatement dakd SotPptdecived travel agent
s charge, and does not have to wait for receipt of both

 informatio hér da@v Sﬂva%th%@bﬁs@i pe2idiitg a Ofahiofil scrVitd Proae to ddpRdite the -

generatiori and 'suﬁmission of the billibg statement at the end of a billing period to 4 responsible - -

company client or customer, which can result in expedited payment of the billed transactions by
the responsible customer. The financial services prd'vid,er can generate a billing statement for
. transactions based on a travel agent record or data file instead of a travel supplier charge, and

. -does not have to wait for receipt of both the travél supplier dha_r.gé data and travel agent data.



3 [0009)" There is provided a standal one -
conmput er -readabl e nmedi um such as a server,
~ mainframe or other conputer platform. havi ng ' .
[00091 CONPHieré -1§>iﬂ@\tiﬂab laCsthfddlone: Enpttef-Pladible | hédfufl) Suckras a server. :
nore travel transactions which enable the performance . -

mamfram@for "&hér%ﬁipﬁrcg %lﬁfcf{ﬁnﬁ }fg@gﬁﬁé"é‘l&b&%ﬁ% n&s&uﬁg&?sr fiBilling one

| n i cat or ) generatr ng

[lin tatenent b 0 he rec first. da L
Or more trfa vel trm%ﬁtgu vﬂﬁ%ﬁfﬁ?ﬁ ng p&nﬁa 5&&5 Sergiving 3 fgst éa?a file, havmg
cust omer. There is further |ncI uded: the, ste of d)
“a reference dpdipgih drom adustrguers; b) gme@aﬁﬂgrkbidim&@atm@nr @ndbe received
© indicator, froma second source; e€) reconciling the -
‘first data file; shd calaeminig the. bitling stitemspconacuktdmerf | Thereiss figthehdncluded the.
reference indicator, and f) - generating a revised

steps of dprdceivine 5 sedondriata ﬁrc iltuding Bie refeferks GANBatOA b h's@éond source;
are unmatched. |- 10] There is ‘also provi ded a

e ceconc] gﬁﬂg (e a2 B 9 gﬁ@s hl:l'rﬂlga h[cao§}r%'iﬁé fi&dnce indicator; and f):

nsactl ons I nc e steps creating

ave on,t erve b) ,.
mmf’“%% iRAg Sleaiy rfe@gﬁﬁt@ﬁ&c@w 8#&@%@&#%‘@“‘
sec nd server ener atijng the second serve
o 0010] | of dhsFrols a‘ﬁ°rﬂﬂ?\‘!ﬁ?‘%? methad-£05 bﬁelenz and hilling tgval related fransactwns
transaction request; d) transmtting the reference
lncludmg thecitenst ofia) creating @ travek transaetiarr request @hé ifirsh setver;t b)dtvasismitting the
transaction request; e) transmtting a first data _
travel trarfsadtinn reqaéatdo rgsecohéd sbﬂtegr@ng@ersmdg,caﬁ the, secondi sérived, Im&fcrence
server.or platform, f) ‘generating a billing statenent

indicator ihQespbns®id hie%v@?frhﬁﬁcﬁﬁ ?éﬁu@&ti ) Rakdnlifiing R efeldrde mdrcator to

and g) sending the billing statenent to a custorrer

the first selV to %ﬁﬂ%rh‘é%&%ﬁ:&@{n&.{%ﬁh‘&ﬁhgv ng {Jg)data file, mcludmg

gener ating a seco
res ondr ggl%lng S I}r:ment for a

e second_ s
the refereqc il %%%8{”’8% RE3H gp Bl i
ond, dat.a the third server reconcrlln
billing Pﬂrrcrﬁ@ars?‘r F Ui firat ot Blesan, £) sRodirgc o bl e Hbtemieat s gtomer. The
reference indicator, and k) generating a revised
method cabr fl'urlilﬁlg ingluge dhe steps fof th)) @cﬂrtrratsng arsdcansicdatal filethavirfg thesreference
are unmatched. [ 00111 It is an objective to provide a
mdlcator atythe eevond deqyencarsespodiding tathel tiveltralsactiun\ieq@cst; i) transmitting the
provi der can expedite the generation of a billing

‘second datd ifié QR thitdEpvd!y) Bk iRigthe HifRUfth flabhithlthd S&ond data ﬁle using -

received froma tfavel agent or travel agency f

the referend@ Qﬁ%ﬁgat&t %& h() EEW& fdlised billing statement if the first and second data

ﬁlcs are unmatched
. [oo11] It is an 6bjectiyc to provide a system and process where a ﬁna.ﬁ_cial- services
. provider can éxp_edite the generation of a billing statement through the use of travel data files

‘ - received from a travel agent or travel agency for booked travel transactions.



4 j 0012) It -is another objective to provide a system

and process. where a fi-nancial services .provider can

~~ expedite the generation of a billing statenent based

» {0012} on tit ssvarlother iobjeceivy talpovide 4 eystdig and pestesiwhe@Veelinancial semces
transactions for faster payment of bi'lled travel _

| ‘provider cah 2R5éHle tHE Fectatibi bf‘agbilléhér %ﬂl\égfbeisc& o flnﬂ%P?HnE&E-y b4l files for

financial services provi al so an

r an one ageoun
- booked 9 Babiakfiohe el b Favipdik B BREpaPie ARna xR improvea
: :hﬂ ? a{'ﬁ ﬁ_nx froma travel agent's invoice record or - :
casti How for flje financial sepviges PFRYIdtooked travel transactions.
141 1t is an obj ective to provide a .process and

00
{ 0013] st alldis @ae ancehjestiver tocpliovide! 2 psycsseand tstmdalpae rictount receivable -
accounting reconciliation of travel transactions o

- system fobcd:ﬂtﬂllytblllmgcah icastomeb diveet1yo frodn b ravel agcnl’%qﬂ%lct? record or travel
i nvoi ce record or travel .itinerary, wth

itinerary fotWobRED AL BAnsdcBYRY, Suppller charges submtted 'by a
travel supplier. [0015) It is. further an objective to

[ 0014} pr ol‘i' id %tnﬁoal{{?éc‘?ﬁgﬁé ?Mgé tgﬁﬂcg%lfoned 5%@?%%? r(%%?lhe/ %cewable sys';tcm

rov) des
onsolld ated a cust d billing. statenent
* that Pcm@r?%?m R PR LR, Of SR PRSaGHe Rilled i icdent, based on & travel
4 . centrallzed paynent of travel expenses and
© -Tagent’s invojce kegord, fern%a\*%{ iteeray, withi coreeapansing travel snpplmrmha:ges aubmltted
process and standal one account receivabl'e system :
bya travel seppdier. enabl es a client or custoner to. centrally

. receive and pay billing statenments for travel

[0015]  expieris Gsrtiien\anrud)cutive A ipEedds 8 (pRbddess afiP BRAGIIBAY account receivable
‘information on the billing statenent. [ 0017] It is

system thaBpoRide8 a0dlieRF bl ¥EstbRePivithid
gic):count recei vabl e gystem ﬁo'g‘éag%irea Ing a Wﬁﬁiu&é@t@t«tment

t fl {st t t '
s YA e LS AL, ASRBTEAT AR o BT C AR

transacti travel agent transaction data inst ead of waiting to
“HOMY-aceive a travel . supplier charge record of file. &

{ 0016} . It is an objective to provide a 'proccss and-standalone account receivable system
that enables a client or customer to. éenu'ally receive and pay billing statémcnts for travel
' }expensgs haﬁng custbmiied detai_led managemeﬁt information on the billing émwmcnt
[0017] It is also an objectlvc to prowde a process and standalone account recelvable :
systcm for generating a billing statement that accurately reflects u-avel transactions booked
’ during a bllhng penod along w:th complcte travel agent transaction data mstead of wartmg to

' réceive a travel supplier charge record of file.



[ 00183 It rs further ‘an objective to provide a
process and standal one account receivable systemfor

: exped|t|ngthe generation of a billing statenment for - - _
[oorg] fasis QcﬁJbetof]BrB@ﬂﬁ' #rocd8 Ml HandNond ai,%uﬂfrecewable -
the b|| tran actlons which“resul'ts in inproved :

syt fof F*?P%@tﬁ\ss'if?éig%?wfg i 55 LRl heg E Hef e e vcci

client before t he travel lier has submt :
services pravides| ofsthshilled tansacye g, owhich Feshls &b MDEWE fi@é position for the
' - provider for payment 100191 Additional objects,
financial sboesiprevidemsines ages tangdactions|cah dethilled tothet ¢liens bifoos the travel
matter will be set forth in part in the description

supplier hatfsubidd d @ave] supplier charpé to el finaheiabssivisgnproeider for payment.

those of "ordinary skill in the art upon exam nati on of
co19] the B B! nugé/ f the subject matt
[ } rajéitfdﬁk'eﬁy’\il ﬁﬁggnﬂg amer a cJ‘ison 0 gct © subject matler

. cts .and a the ce o
i b s b‘j’“e{ll" i el B %ﬁf%suaa%&* et AT G efip® apparent to
ns of. .t he net hodol ogj es, strumentalities.and
| ,those of ordiiapy skilliip the mmrtefaa%myt% Pﬁﬂ@o‘t ﬁawmsqdr@wesap%was ge learned
cl ai ms. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAW NGS [ 0020] The
by practicgj rmoqlu@gn;md)mnsﬁ the ppb;ecbm,attgr be @bjects and advantages of the

e i mpl enentations in accord with the present concepts
oonccpts anddsubjdai anitteiahbebe teglived and atabrgdl By andans Gfomebmcﬂmylologlcs
of limtation: In the figures, like reference .

instrumentABY AU T ohidiRitiohLpdriiSulaAFPolited bl ih Mie ApRAB daimbe
present subject matter ~and description may be better

under st OO%WDEQ&IP’?@&@PWE’B%WM@@G N
acconpanyl of whi ch:

10020) ;[ REAGWER anh SO AR Lo UL ARG Be ip accord with the

travel transactl on accor i ng to one as%ect of _t he
ptesent cowee E’tﬂt‘ﬁ‘ai‘b’é’f’ayf’ exmple andy, not py| WA Phligiaten. In the
: application fI ow for a billing and reconciling process
figures, like teferencanemenalsanfen e thersemecy siilarelementse The presentsubject maiter
_ the present subject matter, [ 0023] FIG 3 illustrates
and descriptiorapply bethetier pnderstosd fiean Fend ini tonmegtiamavith the accompanying
" reconciling travel transactions involving an air

drawmgs, fig¥Eor dikiamis Sf wAselRr di ng to one aspect of t he
-~ present. Subject matter, 6 :

‘ { 00211 FIG. 1 illustrates a system that can unplement a bﬂlmg and reconciling process :
for travel-transact;ons according to one aspect_of the present subject matter; ' |
[0022] - FIG. 2 illustrates an application flow for a billing and -reconci]ing process for .
travel transactions according to one aspect of the present subject matter;

. [ 0023] FIG. 3 illustrates an application process flow for billing and reconciling travel

transactions invplving an air travel supplier according to one aspect of the present subject matter;



[ 0024] FIG 4 illustrates an application process flow
for billing and reconciling travel transactions
~involving a non-air travel supplier according to one
- [0024] asp&iG. dfilluteatps eﬁmpbhwwtepi‘oces’ﬁiﬂbﬁffer[blmﬁﬁﬁindﬁle@ncdmg travel
SA and 5B i-llustrate a process for billing -and -
transactnoiisemﬁﬁrliﬂ A %ot r Sdbidin
AP RAORAg Aoy Savit ARPAEL n6RRIAGIS Ul LB prosent subjoc
DESCRI PTION [ 0026]. FIGs. 1-4 illustrate a bl ock
di agram of an overall system 100 and application

- : pro I o Q,, 300 and 400 _that can_be used to
[ 0025] ?’g‘ﬁ%r# gﬁﬂ Hesserie 8 procesyfos billing apd rooneiligs siveldeansactions
500 shown in FIGS. 5A-5B, for travel transactions
accordmgmaépwOféhfcﬂfésgép'ducﬂmaﬁdrhe present subject -
matter. Generally t he overaII system 100, 200, 300
-and 400 can’ i ncl il]IBéI‘&IL D DESCRIPTION r esponsi bl e

customer, such as, for exanple, a custoner

f 00261 ad ”FIGsStlr—ﬁtlﬂﬁst?ﬁé a_Blokk 3 AL -ove 11 9} ngr 100%fd apphcatlon

travel suppliers 20, a standal one bi
servi

s 5806 LD, Sy S s i

rov I der
the transm ssi on

rect n| cat r
"-"°°“°“'“%P'°8%5€a5%% Bt B A8 oG é‘%t!sa&m%eccgpcb@em one aspect
5 00,, 200, 300 and 400 and process 500, the travel '

o of the presggéﬂbjegtgnﬁw Kaengrallya the ovagalh systasm 08,5209; 300 an@H00 can mclude a
agency conputer or network. Simlarly, the - travel -

traveler 5 epupsnonsible Qstomasr, lsectoas; for examijsle; a ewstbmegiphinistrator 205, a travel‘
conmput ers-or networks and the financial service ‘ .

agent. 10, ope ov inttere uGQelnaippliersa20, anhiidaRine BEllivk GRd RéYclRfion platform 30 ‘a
network or system The system and process 100, 8

financial se?{iBe ARIVIARG0D Biethel ccﬁﬂmhﬂf&ﬁﬂ&%qnﬁ&g\ﬁndt&%??@&ﬁfn&ﬁcamm links

matter;'

bil'ltng and reconciling permts a financi servi
55 f 0 ge ntra det
o BRHARGPirk ACORTR I BRSBAEHE Gh , As0
trav i,ner |nforrmt|on recei ved froma
400 and prqee 88 0, i el et 3 Bt Tavel Risnwasfies piisnishagraey sgmputer
: a billi g{hperlod The eneration.of the billing
or network.g §§Fgﬁé3ht & H3xel wpphiers dy be one or mpre fraielfsuppleri mputets or

‘ or data advantageously permits a financial service
networks angt thei ﬂugmc@@ sevice prowider I60imay pt at firemniaBService pﬁmd& fi@work or

' system Thz system and process 100, 200 300, 400 and 500 for an lmproved travel tra.nsactlon :
blllmg and reconcllmg permits a ﬁnancxal services provxder 60 to generate a centralized, detailed .
and customlzed billing statement based on or dnven by travel 1t1nerary data and information
' received from a travel agent 10 for travel transactmns booked dunng a blllmg penod The
generatlon of the bllhng statement based on received travel agent mformatlon or data

. -advantageously permits a financial service provnder 60, via the blll-l_ng platform 30, o expedite



the generation.and subnissi on of the bilfing statement
at the end of a billing period to the traveler 5,
which can result in expedited paynent of .the billed .
th ' n LODS, ; ;m Tl | ] 271 The t el er .. o
at gmer%tf@lo;ﬁ?&é%g@?ﬁsd@éi gna etgﬁ}'{lgn%%t\?%gﬂgf’?- eoﬁ'f‘%c?? & [’ﬁg%lpe_"qd o the
.agent 10 in. order .to book a_travel,k transaction that
traveler 5, 3Hich gan wopyt B Ppadilecsemiieny O PHiesiransachians by db aveler 5.
o previously set ugﬂbésg he f,i.na_h_ci al services provider -
[0027} 60 dhag traneler 5aamcother desipnetsdyindiyidunl, coplacts dravelTagent 10 in order to
traveler. 5 is an authorized individual that can '
-book a travelrttansactionehatrailiche biled to 4 Goinpasiy budihedstRive} actount previously set
' booking requests. The traveler. 5 can be an" - S
up by the findlicil Setvices prd\addr G0hridGhé taRikrs 5¥¥kipafl) of 8&?!&}%{ The traveler
request, such as an enpl oyee, corrpan)? adm ni ator,
5 hers . op o) responsi bl e stonmer...  The - .
3 is an aotREOR i ShaQP el barl bt 5 RODPY Sy 0 T "Bl ol o booking
: ri.ous, known neans,..including, visiting.} the travel o
- Tequests. Xﬁ%ﬁ?"?ﬁf-ge‘?‘@o‘?ﬁ .a‘bfn‘l'wasﬂgwt%?f@fiéarﬁ&h@v tavel o1 heoking request,
oL or user .conputer (not shown) connected to the travel.
. such as angmployes company adpinistiiern terr@d; enstdvaersyrsethen responsible customer.
: process 100, 200, 300, 400 and 500 can have one or _
The travelerdreanmotichthe ttaval agent 1@ by emg of vericiB&knovn REmsS Richwii@visiting
. “} applications, including a web interface application -
** the travel dgeht an Peisof, bt GirbEHS a €IRYIRINCAE ALY Url YRF fomputer (not shown)
| application 17 that permt the travel office t® .
connected OB YRIVERS hhh al | oL ] 80 °
PRF RAEEEnL 10, THR Rl AP0 HEUE oyRHBP A poces 100, %80, 300,
4 ovi.der 60 [ 0028] The. traveler 5 can provide a
00 and 5tB‘rj a%agll g'rrweprgg? i‘1"e'9‘8$‘J %ﬁm%@p% PF EXPEHtB 9RG: PHAMQI toftware
coao e s ldenti fies the travel er, and conpany to.the travel ,
- applicationsy, dnCluding 2 we dnterfacs: 3RplicaHiprs L and e bugjness dravel sasenat software.
oficat: 3 can include nane of traveler, the traveler's conpany
application dJsthat pepmit the frayelaffice torommenicate With eneconmongrteavelsuppliers 20,
... of data and information provided by the traveler 5 to S
the billing plaféorm 39 etd thgdimandial sepriedsqravitier 60ncl udes all -
: information and data that was previously defined and
[0028] agRedrdveles$ cah PeEdes ka@éleﬂﬂ@ﬁ!e?& Sétdnh sPEGiFiB §2Smmation that
‘travel account conpany and the financial services : _
identifies tHe @l andSmpHh§ 18Ry | |k h Wbrmitte
sncE i (6MRY v Yhehd 6, e HESHIRb Wit by e

colTected wl
%trm_reler 5 &R%mlﬁ@é‘%%&&'h%v@ieﬂatﬂ% i-t%_li(elséxe"g \Qoﬁl%gn rcgg‘ti gc%Eﬂ? .8i'oj.§ct code; etc.
The amount and type of data and infomaﬁoﬁ provided by the tféveler 5to the'trgn'rei agent iO'
preferabl& includcs'all_ information and data that was previously cieﬁned. and agreed to as
A ' necessary Qr dgsircd by :the business travel account company and the ﬁnanc;a] services prdvidef
‘ 60. .Th‘e amount and type of information collected will vary according to the specific needs of

the .pomp'ény and financial services provider- 60.




j 00291. The_:,"tr'a‘vel agent 10 can access '_a- busi ness-
travel account nunber that corresponds t'o information
-submtted. by.the traveler 5 in order to correl ate any

L0 L R S e N R A oo

account nu

ot A ey e g e

the financial services prOV|der 60. [ 00301 The
business travehaseoenfanmbes The appessadraqeounl mumbrdnags mey nohbe dlsplayed or
traveler's 5 desired travel or booking request. In

sharcd withrthe H'ap@exts dereadingaarethe agangeritentdrowednctht eoinpany and the financlal
traveler's 5 travel request via the business travel

semcespmmysg software application 17 which may -be | oaded on
a conmputer or network machi ne operated by the travel -

: - age enter. th :
[0030} - tra\% 2319 v%i%%é frcz?llk\ée 'f%g‘%s‘f’gﬂ#%# c %EEE?%%%? Aggjred tmvc{ or
tra eI|n i nformation, such | ace of tr origin
booking i b Sheponegh %H?Y‘?Jr?g%‘akcgﬁ“g?fc?%g% Froaler S ] Kpavest via

a deS|red travel plier, an airline or non-
the busmegq iRy ¢leacapmtnepdftware Wépgﬁﬂéloﬁek% vhiely shayabe doaded suf aveomputer or
application ,17 can .capture the booking or travel
- network msaelquegperetmd:)edacttyaveh agent d0e| Thegate] hentrid wilbestet e traveler’s
T .booking or travel request in an associated travel : '
* travel requedtf whiehsheloagedesneil Wiveling) irforatiby, 36a58s plce lof Y34 arigin and
The travel agent 10 can then subnit a travel iti nerary .

travel destiQhtidi AkicS B &ﬁ?él%ﬁ& selbbtidilof 4 Girdd ?ﬁv&lhﬁp{) &Vgé a0 alrlme or non-

request to the one or nore travel supp

[ a f.or oki n
sirline merCHhef, ?h%??%ﬁ&s?fa%ﬁem?@iasﬁw?% bligy{pn e &uﬁﬂw booking or
si nes e ccount sof t war e. ap lication 17 can -
travel requilC el &R, By i fraudl oot 1ncsng oe i Bopking o towel sraet in an
one of _the one or nore travel liers 20, e.g.; an
associated pvel Pﬂ@eﬁ“?&?’l"ﬁéléiﬁlﬁ@hw&ﬂldmﬂbn&c &?avel agent 1Q can
communi cate with the travel supplier 20 via an ,
(0031] i ntBreneavet egentriiccani then subriit R0traxed itinerary iontbeokinl request, which
' application 11 or can comunicate directly using a
includes the eivelaicqaest, BTIHE oh8 o @iork itRvel SAPplieRDM) k.g., ANHF®Obr a railroad
“ordinary skill inthe art will readily recognl ze that

company, @,tr hRlokifROMMY E&[ﬁﬂdﬁhﬁﬁtdfq?} tﬁﬂ%@ Htindtiy ggg&m%ﬁg{%eapﬁ&s&g travel

or in conjunction wt
jaccount soédv% aEthaE%ﬁ IQUS' %n%mlt the travel itinerary. request to a selected one of the o

one or more travel supphers 20, eg., an mrlmc or railroad network. The trave.l agent 10 can . -

commumcate with the travel supplier 20 via an intemet communication lmk 50 using an interet
application 11 or can communicate directly using a dedicated communication link (not shown).
Those of ordinary skill in the art will readily recognize that other known communiéation_mgmlé.

- may be used, instead of or in conjunction with the internet conuﬁunicatiqti link 50. The business B




travel account softvvare appl i catl on 17 |s adapt ed to
receive a confirmation and a uni que reference nunber
or identifier fromthe travel supplier 20 for the

travél accoutesoftwarn eappligatiorr|U@sis. addpted bITEERES at EcifRnafi6h UHA a unique -
sof tware application 17 can store t he recei ved booki ng _

~ referenceCihbdrgit
referenc berio 1ﬂ€tﬂ|fﬁ9¢roxh'@hé1&§véles§1 at Z asertggrtra%l Jtinerary request The

identifier in its .associ ated

vide, the received. c mat.i o :
busmess ?‘g?at e gooE ggﬁ%%gegﬁlogqﬁe s(t%retclﬁ% WH’\?@ %QPL'%\HHBH““M“’“ and
ubmtte t he, tr.avel request. (. 0032] The travel
““‘q“e e “d&‘?ﬁ" v b °5I'd§8“§a%‘&t'@o*‘8§‘eﬁlg‘eﬂ gniabaseal % rEhectravel agent 10 can then
" jtinerary, including the. unique reference nunber or
Pm‘"dc the, gceived confimnationfas thesbriaked travelwequest tal tectraveler |5 whe submitted:
platform.30 of the financial services provider 60.

thetravel'fhwest avel agent 10 .can communicate with the billing
i pl atform30 via an i nternet conmuni cation link 50

[0032] usi Npheatridd) s3eRl 16 & hRH all %meﬁ%’%\w&lﬁkﬁg@m including the.

directly using a dedicat e I cation

e S G I ol R i 0.

recogni ze that 0

b o E D 1L 51,3558, B St it wiin

rav
the billin pl atform 30 through the |arger

A

- 7 platform %Bnmcﬁwlﬂg@? i ermmynisotion rlink 58 onsing t 2 dvedb applidatien 11 or can
billing platform 30. [ 0033] The booked tr.avel .

conununigagg disechlyyusinghanidedieatedh potinmmnicativa |linkgsst Thésel sTodrdingsy skill in thé
data and information that will be included in the

art will readilyl recogriteathanathér IgRNGT @ndduiltatfordbadsHaPiRiech@ Bf"a&ﬁﬁonally be -

The travel itinerary preferably includes data and

used Foi RkRBpR} e tBVAVARHE 1Y B4T H8¢ tfaﬂf&l}t €l VP iiEery 8" fhe billing

financi al services provi der. |nc sion 1Tn-a

platform 3b'dtlloh a\t/%ltl lg%gﬁﬂ%nﬁéai@?ﬁuc?)ﬁ eer ; ner aﬁ%gﬁgp ﬁooétp%llﬁng platform

the t
30 center, project code, invoice nurrber travel agent

comTission etc. Further, the travel itinerary

sub t ed &jeferably |ncI udes the unique reference
sl plincraryegibmitied by she trawel agent 105uglpdésedata and

20 f or t he travel itinerary request. The uni que
informatiop ghas Wil be imnludedrin dhe bitlorg stitembntagenagted byna billives platfonn 30. The
booki ng travel details 10
travel ltmerary preferably mcludes data and information prewously agreed to by the customer

[ 0033]

and financial services prowder 60 for mclusmn in a billing statement. The: travel xtmeraly can-
mcludc the traveler’s name, the traveler s company cost center, project code, invoice number,
| travel agent cotnmtsmon, etc. Further, the travel itinerary submitted preferably includes the -
' - unique reference numiber or identifier received from the travel supplier 20 for ttle travel itinerary |

. request. ' The unique reference number or identifier along with other booking travel details

10



‘enabl es the billing platform30 to properly track
bill and store booked travel itinerary transactions
. .and to reconcile travel suppliers charges for the :
. : } tEaveloi kb nar EONEST St EOPS T, rayel . .. |
enables. (R 0HEf HYBIm. 005, Brohelty AR it Wil Yorg B UBip itinerary
e . 400 .and 500..can .have.one or npre nachi pes that run or ‘
 transactiofi R Fecomeile el SED R oareesIh hedioR e Vel datmry deiests.
: web interface application 21 and a travel supplier .
- £0034]  pysThedeavel supplicn 20 b the sysism anshpriogess 199, 2G0,600; 40@ end 500 can
o . supplier application 27.is adapted to receive the
have one domkremackiges tiat oun br axedutd dneer moye sefwms tapplications, including a
' transmtted by the travel agent 10 for booking and S '

web interfa@Applidatib®21 aha0s fawil sagﬁliie}%‘ém%& trhvell Rcddifnt ﬂiéation_ 27. The
: wiil readily recognize that there can be nore an one -

CH j Vi.di. r vices im.the -
travel supgl{eF YGRCHER 2736 sdipudl Ll Rlng s2Glet! S58evelipthary request
s avel . supplier an, . conmquni cate with the travel .
‘-"a"sm"‘e%%\rﬁ‘iee v "%&e?'hb"zgqfﬁ%qoh@g;ﬁW%ﬁm’ww Thosg of prdinagy skill in the
vy C nication |ink 50 using a web application 21 or '
art will readily respamias dhatetharer eas b mose thpnaontetted supplier 20 providing travel
' .. communication link 55. Those of ordinary skill in the
- services imthe syistem apd dirbgess d00gA0Q,c300) #00atndeF0k nditve travel supplier 20 can
comuni cati on nmeans nmay instead or additionally be o
"~ communicate edith fhertravehagdne 10tahe the BiNlalg Satr 80 v2Oan Mtdiné!cdRununication
o transmt communi cate data and information to the ' :

l. . . . : h t . n . N . :
R T R
. . t ‘ 1. The:t. I pl i licati

communic L 5 P e B U b TP, AR B o
oA e B OBy 0 T B S ot i 2

itinerary request and: generate a.unique identifier or
can also trangmif, comuBuRioHs datarand infosmpterctoshe billing platformi3Adhrengh the larger
. request. The travel supplier application 27 then
financial sexyigessprioviden 6@ omiviectestG5dn timbiliidgeplatforqu0. i dentifier or
reference nunber to the travel agent 10. The travel

- [ 0035) supFiid eavel papplicabpslicalion 3V $0adapied 16 SedeiV@ (O Tl e1TBARY request
~uni que reference nunber and the received travel

transmitted' By 0 @06l BEHCPS. Thel trdve) 335pfet BbBIbalibA's cobl PINAA the travel

_ dat abase storage 29. In t mann e trave
: | iﬁnem retﬂﬁi&g l#ﬁ;%eﬁgnﬁcﬁgn@ uen?ggé _P%glt'elf'é{'e&%c_:l?usinsbe%ngrt -ealr']cscglnvted travel .. -
itinerary request. The travel supplier application 27 then transnuts a confirmation and the unique ..
ideﬁti_ﬁer .br 'téfgi-'énce number to~the travel agent 10. The travel suppher applicatidan'I also
stores the confirmation, unique reference numbéf and the received travel itinerary request in its

associated travel Supp_lier'qiatabase storage 29. In this maﬁncr, the travel supplier 20 can may.

. subsequently access and transmit this information as needed.
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[ '0036] The"it"r‘é'vel suppl’i er 20, via its.'_:.sbftvvare
application 27, is also adapted to generate a travel
_ supplier charge file, which includes travel supplier - ,
[0036] charmrardvel suppfiendd, ik ks sbAwale applichSsRsY, i GRBSAhpted
' ] shown in FI C?pz. The travel suppt?pitle'r 27 ca{n %ﬁen pt fogencmte

' ' ] he 1 ravel - ' file t e : -
= wmvel A ook Ol FURALL S B ol Yot Wcontinmed v

correspqndi n rayel_.transactions_.included in _a .

 tnerary rpquegt, ﬁgg‘a‘m @@E’f 27 e traval sepr 6hpT Fat thep tagsmit the Eavel supplier
' - _the travel supplier charge file, directly to the '
~ . charge filgte |they Qllbql&pla@ﬁmsw dor user bugvontibing icomespankdingetraved dmnsactions
. - provider 60 connected 65 to the billing platform 30. :
included i n bilting seemesmt. Thé ravellsupplivt! J0atan2fanemit e traalRpplick charge file

' travel supplier. <charge file until after the traveler

directly to3hd3dli L, ; - - sted |
ety 0t r_avellaggpploiﬁeirwggt.hil OO%\%@%gptra\kfgfﬁrgB}gg? ilﬁgrconneqted 65 t0

T O H fah! €..C ' de.dat,a _and i Rformati.on.regueste .
- the biling DRI 20; A" B Pl & cBCBRllR, 20 B oy Rl Tl supptier
el setile the travel .,suppliger's avel  transactjon .

charge file3§iu afer (hp iavEeE i ot By v bF Syins v ided g e ravel supplicr
. can include data and information. about the " confirned
20. - travel. itinerary request such as.billing and pricing
S ~ data, traveler's nane, traveler's conpany and cost
* 7[0037] cenThe travebsupplieowhargeafilel cabainebidendats iand sinfartnation Fequested or
preferred aspect, the travel supplier charge file :
required bydthe firaatidd gervites pedidde 30U ¢he' Bhed] PPl TREVE] Afansaction
identifier. The unique "reference nunber or identifier

charges. FRp@RAfple! A€ thivk] éu?g?ﬁlcﬂ%% eﬂ}cﬁ%gtiﬂcl%@m lﬁd-f%ﬂﬁ%ﬁé&n‘?about the

the travel suppl to a.correspon

' : ' j tJ a eceived fro he travel agent . .
confirmed (UEInBlac) Sl PN pIREE sV Pl el e aveler's
. nerated and sent to sponsi hl e conpani es, [. 0038
‘company afl§ 853 e RSERROD, frfveh Gae G GEs. Seucin ajpafertsd aspect, the ravel
' ... preferably a apparatus or conponent with one or nore
supplier chazgeifils wall gnclude: the gengrated upiugrefeesnce numher erddentifies. The unique
, applications, including a web interface application
reference r@mben @r ddéntifien esables theebilling: platforrhi 30l ionproperdy revdhtite the travel
‘ - 37 and reconciliation application 38. The, billing
supplier chatget filertoadébrieSpaiddie trateloffics itaRketal RBRivedPRahahs tralfiddgent 10
- can performits functions, eg., billing and - '

E J;’an'd in;:luderldgigwmhg sealcafhes $roFRRRY LeALraRl A8 s@ﬁ%&?&%&%ﬁ CDRApEAEL. - -

[ 0038] The billing platform 30, shown in FIGs. 14 is preferably a apparatus or

component with one or more machines or servers running and executing software applications,
| im_:lﬁdin_g a web interface application 31 and a business travel account billing application 37 and
a recpnciliation appiication 38. The billing platform‘ 30 is preferably a staﬁdglolie. apparatus that

© can perform its funictions, e.g., billing an_d' reconciliation, independent of an associated financial

12



services provider 60, as shown in FIGs. 1 and 2..

Those of ordinary skill'in the art will readily
_ . - recogni ze that the b||||ng platform 30 can be
. semces prAidee G0Ssk stovwasORIGY. ddand 2.h Thbse of ondivary skillsiarthe aﬁgvrll read:ly
provi der 60, as shown in FIGs. 3 and 4, to take

recogmzc Ay Y G 1aﬁ5ﬂn§!aoré9n iRl doRSE S E@odiltel Woith fHelaRERAN services

services provider 60. For exanple, to take advantage

ni ca rastr

: prmnder @r ?@P 8 Cg’s é @ﬁae‘#ﬁégaf%“é%cel ve‘?ﬁé\? cturein the
, forrratlonfromthet ave ent 10 ndthetrave

financial Sﬁﬂ’ﬂfﬁ ipEpvidey 60; Inygyamp WFP&&"’{S‘I‘%? SOmmpnicafjons infrastructure

comruni cation |inks 50, 55 and 65 and the busi ness

that enable¢s thedinaapip] sarsices provideri 60 tedegseive date ard difommatinnafrom the travel
_ fllesfromthetravel agent 10, and the travel:

- agent 10 aﬁ&ﬂ@ﬂ-ﬂb] hanm fromthe main financial services
provi der - 60. The billing platform30 can store

[0039] )reg é\bﬁﬂ 3@3&%&&:‘3&%4 PorfhuaRansh RhRASKrBVAHIess and the business

dat a ase or reconciliation database 38 where t hey

travel appfica%&;} i gu&pptéé/ 6@?&%%\? %tf o‘ﬁ% ﬁ‘.dﬁ% tfrngelk.)i +t:¢ {)tg and the travel
o 2 b 2 B ) %&‘»ﬁ@g‘éﬁm 39 cam st

- 20 and the main financial services provider 60 via an :
. Ireceived datafdesiiatanassosintedprovisier dptakass 39 arressywiliation datbase %Uhere thex
direct corn nunication |inks 55 may instead- or
are subsequedilyi awedsible s peeeldd , foT hisillinig) Im@cllmgatrhmmngoamhnﬂler billing
communi cate with the travel agent 10 and the travel
piatformfmphg er 20.via an internet comunication |ink 50.
using a web application 31 or. can conmunicate

[ 0040} d' r Fﬁ& b“ll@??&bﬁn 3899L BEASLHERTWHhGRL travell dpBkt ﬁf’ traRles.Uppher

orm 30 nmay al so conmuni cat e di rect y W t

20 and the 31@{%}?‘34& gﬁ\%&rﬁ% Cpgﬁ dﬁiﬁ gl E%u&ﬁfncpgo@ gﬁon link 50, though
‘dedtcated%rﬁ{eg'rnm'on iS sent n&cgat.ihe bi. | I?agwo@}for gé cbnllm
| pugynication Ji \ Y dnsf 8

65tothe billin atform 30. Those of ordlnar skill
platform 30 ¢an gemauniaate w:tg é&jtrpyel ragersoh{l and the tevelotupel wmi/{bm an internet
comruni cati on neans-may instead or additionally be .
‘communicatied link 350) il Zhwelbidpplicajionl 31 far carB Gomsnaaizte ehi‘ectby using a
receive data and i nformation files fromthe

-dedlcated commumcatlon hnk 55. The billing platform 30 may also connnmucate d:rectly with -

the main ﬁnancml service prov:der 60 usmg a dedxcatcd communication lmk 55 when data and

information is sent to the billing platform 30 through the larger ﬁnanclal semces prowder 60
connected 65 to the billing platform 30. Those nf ordinary skill'in the art will readily recogmze

that other known communication means may instead or addiﬁonally be used.
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"travel agent' 10 and travel supplier 20 relating to
booked travel transactions. The received data and
information files fromthe travel agent 10 and-travel ,

[0041)  SUPPIHeSillafg Mhltbm?361s Gaaad %Ba ' i les from the
.[_- ] nun‘oerc olra{iénlyd’ihcator gsenerat eg) urlvgghggﬁjfdl 1&%@{&2&&?@ from the ,
: DPPKL, of Jthe trayel .itinerary ,request. The billing. -

travel agefi R s ey Npplite Y rlpring (B @okpd el otrisopins. The rockived data

. a Iiéati'on 37 and reconciliation. . apparatus 38 is =

and mfmaﬂﬁ@at gs frgmcthe tpvel agenh b0 and-aved sypplics 29 willvech eonfainilie unique
- capabilities, including tracking, storing, billing :
reference awribercardndichton genérated alueiigtoonfinhaticn avdr aooking of thatavel itinérary
- related transactions. The data files recei ved provide _
request. Thebiiling plaforinh3D, Rid it Pisindsa irhGdl Hecedimt Qg[ﬂ-ﬁﬁﬁ&ﬂg? and reconciliation |
: billing statenents based on the data files received
aratus B8 Q8alh arté\eﬁh? . QectB drali hd btitleS Yincludin

P traveal Q&F Tansac ?gﬁgh Siﬁq{ r%lﬂ?%gh ? ‘r’ga\ﬁl'&g B%gpgﬁ E?p a%'ziil{tga@, including

the billi

o files, ..l 004 In reterred aspect .
tacking, sigrir? Biling 8¢ ecofefoBiof oDk uVel ifita oF tpleefafydgansactions.
Th d romthe trayel agent 10 prior to receiving travel _
e data flegreixed preyidseameans or thambitling nlatforre39 & genesate billing aptements
: + dtinerary files. The billing platform30 is adapted to
“based on Hendatatfdes regeivadnfjont tieetrevel agestedi0 and tohweconcilecthe billed travel
Y itinerary data files received fromthe travel agent
" transactiont @sinpitke trevelsapplivs dafa filee billing statement is thus
driven by the received travel itineraries fromthe

{0042] trakeh pAgandd dspect] R tilingipiiforhl 7 feBsiVesXle $ASEI iﬂ{iérgpr data ﬁ.lcs

fi
have to wait for receipt of both the travel suppli

o e R85 Ot 5O B S A vt

travel iinelye} 483 e B TP Bhabisd 6 s pifing tpment based on
paynment of the booked travel

- responsi bl e. conpany. f or L
the travel {tingey data files TplsOURofrom B aYch3arb 0. (Fhe Beneratiog of the billing

bl atform 30 can expedite the generation and subm ssion
statement igfthys drivengbys thet repeiveds travel ifiegramest frion the travelageiibl® The billing
conmpany wi thout waiting for ‘the travel supplier 20 to

platform 3@ does ot have &spaitdongctipavtboth ks @evel shstier Whirgds di\travel agent
arrive after the travel agent travel itinerary data, '

travel itinefky Siless TR BilliiPMtitehRheean BEbGHcRathd HUbE Ind of b HifliRg peri -
, o statenent. | n,“%i semanner ,&e§4 c%ﬁ??ﬁ%ﬁ%g?g?hsﬂél}@?gggod, &8

" monthly, wEEY! 154 QBGhy ARl b sk G OR TR Vsl Bfnpany for
| payment of the booked travel transactions. | '
Nl 0043] - In this manner, the billin‘g'plétform 30 can expedite the gmmﬁon and submission
of billing statements. for payment by a responsible company without waiting for the travel
- supplier 20 to -s_ubmit corresponding travel charge files, which may arrive after the travel agent

travel itinerary data, often several days later, before issuing a billing statement. In this manner,
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.

“prior to being billed by the travel supptier 20 for
their travel supplier-services to the traveler 5.
. ‘Expediting the. generation of the billing statenent, .

e S BB AR O A BBSE B by cuomer

an i nprov

pior to Bl by 6t o sgBpit I o i sbelcsbpplimtpvicas o te wavelr 5

transacti pons prior to receiving the corresponding

 Expediting tie generation olcthe billing stateramnt, hased oo ireerived tivel itherary, can result

travel transactions. [ 0044] The financial services.

. in an improyed ash G1ovs vbsflmt positipnr for ahe i firanciah eedvides i pravider 60 when the

statement generated by the billing platform30 with

financial seices paoRbr 60 iS PAIDES HEORIINE drabEOTaddil i fo receivi
-+ supplier 20 for t%g booked travgrla' transactuls'on lf?&rTﬁ)erccemng the

comesorll 20 ABHLPERAR o A REATSI o Ml ™

tra ckions.in a generated billin st at enent _agai_nst
[0044) | 2 OBRC Bhditial dhrecd TP 00, beranPRIAY Fiveneiaibe biling statement
supp] i er..20. The billin platform 30, via the _ '
Eenefatcdr@é %%ﬂ#lasmiﬁtfefm aPawithagavel cuppliers chargee recsinsg! from the travel
. charge files including the unique reference nunbers.
supplier 2fh fort theheioked: praveletransactiqyes. f The billingi patfdyn 30§ vieea reconciliation
after the travel itinerary files. Once the travel

+/ platform eupiptabase BBALAE rédoneife aKE HIRTE 1406l trhfctinls i Ahdrated billing

reconciliation platform 30 and 38 uses the unique

statement [#phREE n i lectheanr ey - :
et (ABGE NSO MIBAES Rk SORSIRCbAC oY S Bltier 20. T biing
— ' i | lL.Lhg statenent against t . .
patorm 30, VRS LSt Ak 71 B BRD mR% S s ctcing e
! ef erence nunber is

. Lier 20, ! 0045] The unj que
unique refifdfte! it . Te. trovel rmpBlins RleTin dilee VRGALY SaP it the travel
itiner: t_rece' ved data files match or correspond. This aspect
tinerary files. ;Qacq the tavel sypplishghatee diles aeaecaived, trebillingagDresontiliation
38 to ensure that a previously submtted billing
platform 38rand SPeyses therinigueseferbmsatimbrers tweconciledhe pievivRsBraenerated and

) files, was accurate: |f the_ re_cei ved data files do not
submitted reaveh officec travelsitiaarics lig thdiBillingOstlefieh ra?hi?i@t fie travel supplier
‘financial services provider 60 can initiate steps to'

chﬁg%reéﬁiﬂmﬂ%d@w&s@}ﬁjeré@_ how t he m smatch occurred and,
i f necessary, initiate generation of a revised billing

-{0045] St aﬁ‘ﬁmiétfeolfefé_rgfcqaﬂn%ére% gs%g‘p 33 'thie means to determine whether the -

various received data files match or correspond. This aspect allows the billing and reconciliation .

platform 30 and 38 to ensure that a previously submitted billing‘staten'ieht, Whic_h was based on

the travel itinerary files, was accurate. If the received data files do not match or éorrespond, thé

~ billing platform 30 or financial services providerlﬁo can initiate steps to determine where and
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( 00461 The::‘abi'l ity to generate an exped'i"jt ed billing
statenent ‘based on the received travel agent travel
- itinerary can result in inproved financial services . B
. O_W © pgg%{{;lglﬁ{ﬁ y roﬁill &’rlg\é!{el ving' ‘éa%gﬁpoﬁ‘{%@&s%‘gﬁ’%ﬁ? riagllhpgrstatement to
: t.o receiving the travel supplier charges.. The system
@e_“““f%ﬁaﬂw&%od for inproved travel transaction billing and
e reconciling can also result in additional " o :
(00461 apdBe pbilityte ganerate pw Axpedited billing statement basadi omytherereived travel
- others: a single statenent for all the customer's
agent travbl glincemy ¢anawshleria; impovabfinahcihl sargices Previdet cash flow or float -
- frequency and date (nonthly, fortnightly, weekly, -
. -position diEtaid the pBability 8fredavinyl theNAuIPARY'Y payRRRint bi¥r P recbRAEthe travel
- ' "adhoc'P%'I s.t&yaterrents@‘v\hen requ?r'e%a; detgfl%‘regd)r&é _ ¢ travel
lier ol Sa4li0n.d ; 2o QL r rence fields.
- supptierotah 35 30 sPREHNE med G ro: SbRbvel PG Raltih Gingcgod roconciling
L sqrting.and, subt gt al i options. on the statenent, '
- can atso reffi n 4 GEaY EanabiliEs, filids apd Tophires ceigiecamong others: @ single
_ - K?)t a|t ement designs available, offering differing o
staternent {pr afl 49 eustoraerss business tmvelers; yariahle billumeatementrivbyadncy gnd date
. - (unpaid transactions continue to be item zed on
(monthly, fortnightlystweakly,i dailyaispicifiedidaytof the menth)y ability tb Wreate “adhoc”
Sy copies to differing addressees; billing and AR AP
* - statements (vtidnareqhieed]) detfiled NEirlsh@idnOdath fe€ To:@fat SeferétEClkldf available for
billing statenment which can be supplied in electronic )

cuStﬁmcr—sf)&iiH@Ha{a,Tm-lm'l ﬁgﬁtfggeaxﬁl é_u%%taﬁr?é] o@gtfrﬁna{ h&a%téténn%'ﬁg thluding

Into their genera ger system? ayed -

: LV lient .the ahility.to t.he '

- page trow LA Roe SO0 Mliefenflte et i igeine e Sstdsftommats
3 .the.. cost to financial seryices provider..  of

- of transastipg] atar S iefn bifoe - RpRatd rarionncenBaye tor b iamized on statement

.. .. del ayed paynment charges can _be overwitten at business

until paid); ﬁﬁ’al& | toJEeEViR IMulinte sepies e differing addrpisees; pilling dind pARAP (data

transactions. and tenporarily renove themfromthe ,

feed) recongidiatinn ppocesses separated; pbijlingnstaement whirhtcarrte supplied in electronic

] avail able for billing support file manipulation. -
format (TMEIDYWhich tksclienfcanshtSBatiduity foed in@y\hRgenéral IeBoRl J5E€AS delayed
' -~ 500 for billing an.reconciling of travel transacCtions

' 'Payment_chflifg%, Hding ke bRt ﬁn@%}lﬂg éé’ g?{) e = ??ﬁcﬁﬂﬂ‘ﬁeitﬂn E%jggs&long as

' 1-'4 accordi ng to one ect of. the present ¢

1ty cover 8t ERAAERE WL AR PSS e A e ot

. rates for de(k}as'gs Ié{:]l i oqr:};a?g?czicrag tt;v%}{\sul‘it‘;‘iax? at gl?srl]ljmelég '(galrg[nao\;:m;)m _a?mnber' level; -
the ability to. diqute transactions and temporarily remove them ﬁ'plﬁ'ﬂlc-agciﬁg process; and

o payn‘ient power software tool available for billing support file m.mﬁpulaﬁém

: .-_[00_47] -FIGs. 5A and 5B show a flowchart for a process 500 for billing an reconciling of

' travel transactions that can be implemented in the systems shown in FIGs. 1-4 according to one
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20. The procées-SOO al so enables a financial services
provider billing platform30.to generate a billing
- statenent. for a conpany based on one or nore travel

st Rl S S ) S o e

oncil e

1010 a5 a0 Bt i L4 supics

supplier 20. [ 0048] In step S5, a traveler 5 submts

20 The procgess390alse enghies 2 jal serdines miovidenbilling platform 30.to genefata a

travel er identifying information and conpany

bxllmg statemfot fon b icomphny bisd londone|or agere tratél itinOranflésth fides received from the
travel request can include origin and destination

travel agerfti 10| £ tol re8dRiled HaShe uhiqéSefTBRE mnter, th@'H:liledf ftivel Hansactions.

sea, travel suppller desired, etc. The trave

- by a&d:tmt‘la‘i‘lﬁ&fsi tgyd'a@gl é‘{;%ﬁer i fpﬁ& Qecl,eﬂ%d%loe &l?e ”g"e'pjlg'ﬁo;

he t ny cost
cod The trav 5 can he | oyee
(0048] nf!%\ b i, AV Brih o8 MeBird v Ceaep ezt necessary
he travel ?ent 10 for hooking travel. transactions
traveler Id?fmﬂ'mgrle opmafien apd compapy ipfenyation tote] travel sgept K. 10he desired

the travel agent 10 can capture and store the travel

' h'avel request gae dncludenerigin aad elestagition citiesatravel datessteavel mdiesk, 26 9k, rail or

travel account nunber that corresponds to.infornation

‘3 sea, travel SugpHet desirddy etcheThe auedler identifying ﬁ%uﬂdﬁoﬁ@ahemélhﬁenbﬁﬁy&aveler s

booked travel request to.the accessed account nu

name, .the travefdr@comipany ddSt den®etShrofdtt Sbde & a’f’h% E@U&F} 5 chfl %e an employee

travel iti'nefary to ah, “appropriate-travel suppll

o commn ot B e TR 4 v v

0 In step S20, the travel supplier 20
mt'onﬁéjﬁg ?Déli"da&’ PR er ence nunber or identifier,
gI uni.gue t| cket nunmber, for the received travel '
[0049) i iInesten $10.cthgetrvel agentcl) oascaptues and: stord theupravel aequest. The
confirms ,the travel itinerary request by transmtting
* travel agent h@ alsmmascsea dusiness travelberouhbntmbert that/edrresponds tblinformation
17 [ 0651] In.step S30, the travel agent- 10 receives

submltted b e eravelee 5 einC ordet 1 Qorefaté allp YobRed 129 | t @Nihefl accessed
“the travel itinerary request. In step S35, the travel

account nuffhRR! ﬂaoslﬁﬁnsw‘ftﬁé %J%F agent 10 can transmit the travel itinerary to an

appropnate travel suppher 20, eg, an axrlme or a rax]road company, for bookmg and . -

eonﬁnnatlon of the requested travel ltmerary

[0050] " 'In step S20, the travel supplier 20 generates a unique reference number or

' identifier, e.g., unique ticket number, for the received travel itinierary. request. Iﬁ step S25, the

- travel suppher 20 conﬁrms the travel ‘itinerary request by tmnsmltung the umque reference

. -number te the travel agent 10, -

- 17



travel er 5 of the received travel itinerary
confirmation. -[.00523 In step $40, the travel agent 10
can generate a travel itinerary data file, which -

[0051] | nClidRp 4107 bW B RERi U TG ARy &' 2 booking

e ttedtothe billin plat 30 i n¢ludes, data
mﬁfma"gﬂ&ﬁﬁ% SPAYEL 1Y deqvst| g é§§ "5 tyel mgctEolfh s inform the
- d financial services provi der 60 for inclusion in a: :
: tmelcﬂﬁfﬂlpmglwata@ﬁbﬁﬂem{ymnamnstep S45, the billing
: pl atform 30 receives and captures the travel itinerary
[0052] ‘andIn stepr849, tthetrmed eigent! 10 rcan genédateng Ayl itinerdrs data file, which
associ ated storage medium such as a designated

includés thita (aae eeffbnce Gatter,| hdStralbmiP® td 1R Billidg ﬁﬁtfghﬁtﬁpr Phe travel

30 can generate a bi I ng statenent at the en

iti dhi T I ref &5 abl
- inecary b kB 168 Oiing I"?Ifgﬁét%{‘%ﬁ@h?g i Bl dnfBafor Bredioply sered
travel n avel |t|ne data fjle to,thereb

o by the ol BN B inclyl MiPiced bialides 66 £6y nplybtondn aDillippiatement.
. transactions. The b| I I [ ng (gl atform3.0 does not wait

[0053] ¢l sig Stesthe billing plattorel 3¢ reeeiyes dud qaptiuies dbe traeel atiseary and

received fromthe travel supplier 20. In one specific

- stores the gegpivad, travel itinktary gn sitsabssveiated storagenmedivasy] @icht &e aedebignated
of a billing period upon receipt of the |ast travel
:}database?:fi.t‘i nerary on the last day of a billing period. 0055]
In step S55, the travel supplier 20 generates travel

[0054] su I%' s'tébr S40) %&ﬁnf §tforﬂ?.’5’? Bgh ngedlewé qlﬁfthhgi;&{e%‘&? at the end of a

nunmb for booke nd con trave I ner
i t th nsmi tt bi | I
. iting perfl 5 R it o e Bt Bacgpl Bibed n
. specific tr ar e transmitted to t
ljece:vcd %‘%FFg% (E:ayﬁl[a |¥18Frﬁp3 teﬁrl { -gxpgedite the billing process for booked
corresponding travel itinerary, but are typically
travel transpgiiouns, éle billigg platiormeiQ-dpasmot Waltaintil comespanging dravel charge data

reported and received at the billing platform30. in

files are alsgtreqeig@iofrom ke travel sugplier 20 dn ond pecifit aspect, thedillingsefement is
the 18 travel supplier charge files in an associ ated

generated agthtaregd of ﬁggilllmgpcﬁ&whpcﬂﬁmac:ﬁﬁéﬁhéw &Evél‘i‘ﬁﬂi‘ﬁbr'dn%é ®3t day of a
~ ‘database

billing period.

f {IOSS] - In step S55, the travel supplier 20 generates travel supplier charge files, haviné a
'unique reference .numbér, for booked and,,— confirmed travel itincrz;ry requests, which are then:
transmitted to.the billing platform 30. The travel supplier charge files for a specific travel
. . mnerary can be transmitted to the billing platform 30 at the same time as the corresponding
. travel mnerary but are typically reported aﬁer the matclung travel mnemry is reported and

recelved at the billing platform 30. In step S60, the blllmg platform 30 captures and stores the

18
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}company comput er typi cally., conprises a central processor, an

[ 00561 In stép S65, the billing platform 30 access the
travel supplier charge files and travel itinerary
. files for reconciliation of booked travel transactions

T TR L TR RS T o a—

files are matched or reconcil ed using the uni que

'dat"baseﬁgeference nunmber that is included in each data file

received fromthe travel agent 10 or travel supplier

_ [0056] 20. In stepri¥65; dbe billing platfarhi 30 axocksdbe rmivek supplienghdrge files and

performed in a designated-reconciliation database 38.

. travel itindgAGavled RA réboveilRBaA oF Beoka R rakisAeHIRE LN received from the

connected.” For exanple in a reV| sed billing statenent

travel ageﬂ? B! atf‘ﬁgstﬁsﬂrg‘ §§1ﬁ5he % e fi re%vﬂg t&gg&% nfli_iggsﬁ?%?{latched or

|nary

oot b BB B3R B RS o

connected for data cormunl cation via conmponents of a
travel ageﬁ'étlam'kmveih%lpnhwd%r e Iyfong ease, Henmaickingo pad fogmelation may be
typically is general purpose in nature, albeit with an
performeda pp rao designateth atomcliatioon datebasen 38.0r Unwowerad cdiscrepancias can be
the intranet, the Internet and/or other data networks

subsequenfly 80 28ireched. kF@N\ébcdniplé e a dakisedObillaRSSthtBMeAgenerated and sent to the
conmuni cations arts, each such general - purpose.

i nternal conmuni cation bus, ,various types of nenory
toos7) (i ¥hoddHlordipir iy @a@?;’aﬂg}gféf’é%%ﬁ%aﬁed 3yl 7 g funcsions

k interface car orts for omuni cat |
and aspecffc bb he' syl ot s, Fapeuytel bt i ks oGP Gh dmay be
di splay a nd one or . nore-user input devices such as
connected fop dats pEpmunication ik rcompprents of royatwerkd, Thenbardware, of such
trackball, etc. The display and user |nput el enent(s)
computer nlegmrtse#ypfcaﬂynia genaral parposd wi vatures efbeitrvith faacapprépriate network
interactive control of the operation of the conputer

connecuonsfystmﬂbeﬁcm via glic infranét] dlednehRIR/6r ¢tBar datPndterorks
| ocally coupled to the conputer system .for exanple

[0058] | n. AR KNOWK Shahé %tacﬁ!‘ggbﬁiﬂgaﬁd@eomm%cﬁﬁ'&ﬁ 38 'each such general-

-interface el enents be “renote from e conmput er

' purpose ctﬁ'ﬁ'ﬂxt&p W&ﬁl@a&%;gﬁs%&eé’mcgml fro@essor, ‘an -internal communication bus,

‘:&grious- types of uiemoﬁr (RAM, ROM, ‘EEPROM, cache memory, etc.), disk drives or other .-

code and data stbra_ge systems, and one or more network interface cards or ports for

communication purposes. The computer system also may be coupled to a display and one or

" more user input devices such as alphanuxj@qric and other keys of a keyboard, a mouse, a trackball,

~ etc. The display and user input element(s) together form a service-related user interface, for

- interactive control of the operation of the computer system. These user intérface clements may
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network. The’ el ements of such a general :"'pljr pose
conputer system al so.may be conmbined with or -built
into routing. elenments or nodes. of the networ k. {

be locally QQ@’%{E ?&oﬁgé%ééﬂ%@&%o@g%ﬁ% nvol ve %Wé@ngﬁ"ﬁ{g“ﬁﬁ%“' or the .

. ontrollers, including executable code as well

user interf8e elefepts may Recimmpls Jrom fifo capylGE apd comunncate therewith via a

: execut abl e by the general -purpose comput er’ t hat

 network. Tharlemenls ofsucina geaeral-pupase computen systen also paydhd mmbmed with

. the executabl e program code and possi bly the - :

or built inte seving atenemnornales of tharmetvorki t hi n t he general - pur pose

conputer pl-atform. At other tines, however, the

0059]  SOfTNEs6AWRE e | T
[ 909] transpgrted for ﬁt%ggl:hg% Féq gﬁg gggﬁ%p‘?ﬁ“‘m &rscnbcd above) .
t he

vl R Y SR BT SRR R et o

ar m of nore. nodul es of code carried by
The softwalg Sods s P Gnytati by he-Someral RBRO S SomBver IALEICHOR B ho partioular
.such cqde by a processor of the conputer platform
- computer. Inapgration, the prasutablenprogrammendsraadipossiblysthe ssoriated data are stored
platformfunctions, in essentially the manner

within the getemlrpmﬁosemdmwterrﬂm:m niAs otheraitass; hosvedler, the software may be
illustrated herein. { 0060) As used herein, terns such

}stored at ofifer JOEGHGNES fmdﬁﬁfWSp&EedTP&hloB&nkeﬁﬁﬁmeea@ﬁ%ﬁﬂb rgaefr@fal-pmposc .
to any nmediumthat participates in prow

compuer . AL A i Wl S emﬂwnéﬂﬁﬁc gy formof
| atil di
one or morf faodif SRl OF bt i Gl et oy Jpecuton of
or netlc di sks, _such as any

|
3“°h code byjap ar@?‘&?ﬁ%'g‘g‘t ‘hg §ProButer Bl atfpem epshics e platformdp ampleelqwa thessystem

. includedynam ¢ _nenory, such as main nmenory of such a
~or platform{ngfiansy itppeaentialivi theimannes iperfoamerins tieormbastiingntsrdisavssed and

coaxi al cables; copper wire and fi ber optics,

illustrated hersi.udi ng the wires that conprise a bus within a
computer system Carrier-wave transnission media can

[0060] t alss usbé hérinterins@uel he tdinpuiér, Sero&H SrGHRMNR lefdab¥Omedium refer

signals, or acoustic or light waves such .as those

o o mBEONE AR OV SO f ool 6P IR scn s

-_ ;mledium ma?queuﬁﬁny foer?n%? ?rllc‘fud}E i)l?l noq {e% _-_to, non-volatlhf, media, volatile mcd:a,
and transmission media. Non-volatile med-ié include, for example, olptical_ or magnetic disks, -
such as any of the storage devices in any wmptner(é).- Volatile media include dynamic memory,

. such as main memory of such a computer platform. Physical transmission media iﬁc_lude coaxial_ |

* .cables; copper wire and fiber optics, including the wires that comprise a bus within a computer

' ~ system. Carrier-wave transmission media. ean take the form of electric -or electromagnetic
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jnclude,:fbtfexanple: a floppy disk, a fiexible disk,
hard di sk; magnetic tape, any other magnetic nedium
a CD-ROM DVD, any other.optical nedium punch cards,

siuats, o i 3P Tgh? i Uiy oP g BogfR YOS KB ABERSY (P and |
infrared (L Gommmumeonbor CORERL OB er ol B, sals thereforo

' transporting such a carrier vvave or any ot her medium
_. mclude, for examplel & Aoppy: disks.a Bexibladisle hard giskmagnaficdaps, By other magnetic
and/or data. Many of t hese forms of conputer readable

o ‘medlum anED-ROMy DMD, any aitverdoptivat asediumgponch cardsppaper tape, any other

sequences of one or nore instructions to a processor
phys:cal nteerum ith pRUEES bF BBles,la RARL L MOOME ahd EFRONIYL FIASH-EPROM, any

descri bed what are consi dered to be the best node

oter a0 T FAE g P Y e o

t echnol o and rocesses scl gse be :
transporting, ich |Wa§%r‘i”bﬁ§yf e AR 57D E'w'ﬁaénfd“tmﬁtf can read

- they may be applied in nunerqus ap Ilcatlons
. programminggodsf andfercdathaMapy cf hese RGO '%Bl? Miedia. may be
. skilled in that art wll recognize that the di scl osed .

* " involved insqaenying omy obanaret sequences of aonende thoxk tihsinictides &9 @i p@cessor for.
fromthe true spirit and scope of the subject matter.

' )execunonlt is intended by - the following clainms to claimany

and all nodifications and variations that fall wthin.

[0061] tNewii e ﬁ@@@@%ﬁﬁ DS CABUPRHACEO USnSRIES S Be @tb%tﬁﬁsat: and/or

herel n. rm 1. A corrput er -readabl e nedi um

other exam %’s‘, E is M'Hérﬁﬁ(?o&lﬂ@tgﬁ?#% ’ ctgéﬁr,géutngpsbe{(g)%ﬂ% ltlg.llrétﬂgand that thc.
R I N a0 SN ET S R T —

first source; b) generating a billing statenent based

and that theynmgyibg applied incaimerpug applications) enly sqmecof Vgl haye been described
billing statenent to a custoner. 2. The

herein.  Thsepskilied- inethat bit ewille ticognicé thﬂlathmdiscldsadtdspwts may be altered or
conprising conputer- -

amended wnthout departmg from the true spirit and scope of the subject matter. It is intended by

the following claims to claim any and all modifications and variations that fall within the true

' scope of the‘_advantagedus' concepts discloséd herein.
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execut abl e i nstructions for performng the step of. d)
-- receiving a second data file, including said '
reference indicator, froma second )source; and e)

. We Claim? €conciling said fi T st data file and said second data
Tile using said reference indicator. 3. The

R L b pptonsforbiing

: perform ng the step of f) generating a revised billing
one or morg rapsagiens, (e compatdriaxscutable instmictionsper formingthe ateps of:
unmat ched. 4. The conput er-readabl e medi umof ¢l aim 1,
a) Wheeedivingaifitsf datsfiles having airéfefence ididator frohC£ ikt Eoiate;
and sai d second source-is a travel supplier server. 5.

b ThoycheiRi: 8 biliAg AR e BAle BrobicloBbivRd ot REATHIR 0 ¢

first data file is a travel. I1tinerary € and

' { I | h

9 §risthdgg gﬁlgé’ﬁ%ﬁp‘f“ feaferh BoRghBBR 4T U of ol aim T
wh ] d d b n-ed t d |

sem’g:r gﬁg‘ahtﬁfg ﬂ‘[@er i a lum is a standal one

onput er -r eadabl e rredl um of cI aim1, wherein said
- executable Bﬁﬂm@tW@S&fdﬁéﬁé‘mng thesispiofes sel ected transaction
i nformati on requested by said custoner. . 8. A nethod
-~ d) f-orededong mgseaont datal fileg iticladiag ahidoreferehdieinidabory from a second
conprising the steps of a) creating a travel.
t 3source;andtransacti on request at a first server; b) transmtting
said travel transaction request to a second server; C

e) 999&'6%1'1151@ saftt 78 Ghes 9RL nﬂxdsg';ﬁ{f esrecmﬁl 1 eﬁﬁnﬁin said rcfcrcﬁcc

indicator”in response t0 sai rave ransac
indicator, ' €duest;
3. The computer-readable medium of claim 2, further comprising computer-

executable instructions for performing the step of:
f) generating a revised billihg statement if said first and second data files are

unmatched,

4. The computer-readable medium of clalm 1, wherem said first source is a travel

- ‘Jfﬁce server and said second source is a travel supplier server.

5. ‘Ihe computer-readable medium of claim 1, wherein said first data file is a travel
‘itinerary data file and said second data file is a travel supplier charge ﬁle.
' 6. - The computer-readable medium of claim 1, wherein said computer-readabié

" medium is a standalone server or mainframe computer.
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d) transmitting said reference indicator to said first
server to confirmsaid travel } transaction request;
, e) transmtting a first data file, including said

AT AR B L A e

flrst dat a- flle and, g) sendjn idbilling
-comprises selseted fransaction nfpupefifst rqueste%vg R4 FNROTET- | ai m 8,
. . further conprising t he steps of. h) generating a
‘8. secdnethodalor iboekingrand hilling tasisactionscthermethod gowptising the steps
_ _ at.said second server corresponding to said travel
T oft transaction request; i) transmtting said second dat a
' file, including said reference indicator, to.said

‘)thl blatifgh 8Vl ARhahdiidnAE QS i o frsP irder! rst data file

sal d second data file u3| ng sai d reference

|nd ato 10. ., IThe rthe
) conprbRfing it CR5 B Rof iR PreeSs e bi 111 ng
staterrent if said first and second data files are
©) unnBECRRlRE, 2t sad seaqnd EYRsUR Epterense slieator i fgsRanpe to said travel
~claim8, wherein said first server is a travel. '
transactiongegRess server and said second source is a travel
supplier server. 12. The conputer-readabl e nedi um of
d) cl airansSnittivipe sadd refeméntef indivhtod abasaid lfiesti eraertto aooalfirm said travel
itinerary data file and said second data file is a

{ )transactmntkquﬁk supplier charge file. 1.3. The :
conput er -readabl e nedi um of claim 1, wherein said

e) DIl Erhﬁhgmﬁf:%taeﬁﬁi‘ﬁat efgg 'Ii;/?élh&ﬁg séiﬁ'rgféf-e%@e W‘?{C{% a{?ﬁngg server;

i nformat’i o reques sal custoner.

0 Iﬁggboozﬁ‘ ”%ﬁ"@d Dl nﬁgr :{oggﬁgllgég'erg asbd 3138 't Mata file; and

£) sending said billing statement to a customer.

D

D

9. The method of claim 8, furthef comprising the steps of:
-h) generating a second data file, including said reference indicator, at said second
sexrver corresponding to said travél u-ansaé_tion request; | |
] i) transmitting said sécond data file, including said reference indicator, to said third
1:' }s.erver and | o
j) reconciling said first data file- wnth said second data file using said reference .
indi-cator.- o
10.  The method of claim 9, further mﬁpﬁﬁng the step of:
k). generating a revised billmg statement if said first and second data files are
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a) creati ng'?:-'fa‘ travel request at a travel’ agent office;
~b) transmtting a travel itinerary request to a travel
suppl ier; c) generating, at.said travel suppl ier, a

ref en [ S : _t ( ' -
it ?5‘5@9}1%4%?%& o’i’ E?“P%lngfng | nsg sal g re eﬁésrtlcsgwer o8 trave]. _
N .. i ndicat r to said travel agent to coani_rmsaldtraveI '
' °fﬁ°° servtprtqnﬁép RebRauege ‘sé)“ﬁ"leﬁﬂg’ﬁ‘ﬁf"f 9T travel iti ner ar y
: ‘ dataflle i ncludi ng said reference indicator, ‘ :
12.bj | 'l’hmgomputm-rqadal)lc gecdivimtafradeim &i wheraig Sﬂ%ﬁéﬁ‘r@ﬁﬁ ﬁk’dﬁ a travel
a billing period based on said travel itinerary data

, mneréry difta G arlwidjecond dita dils B dirbiel bippdies thargenfild. to a -
customar 15. The nethod of claim14, further

M S Mg L B g s
s | éompnses §e2 {S%c@{mnﬁaﬁt S an 'rgcﬂletst%d-%§'sg1dte{u§%ﬂjler.' ti nerary
- 14. A method for booking and billing travel related transaéﬁons, the method
' ét;tﬁpﬁsing the é‘tcps of: |

a) | creating a travel request at a travc] agent 0ffice§

b) transmifting a travel itinerary request to a travel supplier;

c) genex_‘ating_, at said travel supplief; a refererice indicator iﬁ response to said trével
itinérary request; |

d) ﬁmsmitting said reference indicator io said travel agent to confirm said travel
itinerary request; |
| e) transmitting a travel itinerary data file, including said reference indicatof, to a
billing server;

) generating a billing statement for a billing period based on said travel itinerary -
. 'jl'*ldaﬁ'ﬁ.lc_; and | |
g). -_s_et_ld.ing said billing statemt::nt toa customer.
15. The method of claim 14, further compris_iﬁg the stepslot;:
h) - generatiﬂg a travel supplier charge file, including - said refereﬁpe iridicato;, |

o concspondhaé to said travel itinerary request;,
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