
Disclosed is a (meth)acrylic acid/alkyl (meth)acrylate
ester copolymer which is composed of 95.42-97.48% by
mass of a (meth)acrylic acid, 2.43-4.30% by mass of an
alkyl (meth)acrylate ester having an alkyl group with
18-24 carbon atoms, and 0.08-0.30% by mass of a
compound having two or more ethylenically unsaturated
groups.  Also disclosed is a cosmetic preparation
containing the copolymer.  The copolymer enables
formation of a neutralized viscous aqueous solution
having a high viscosity, without being affected by
temperature or electrolyte concentration even in the
presence of an electrolyte having a relatively high
concentration.  Consequently, the copolymer can be
suitably used in cosmetic preparations or the like. 


