
(57) Abstract The present invention provides an improved affinity membrane
device and method for the effective removal of target molecules in plasma.
The affinity membrane device is designed for use in an extracorporeal blood
circuit and can be employed concurrently with other therapeutic processes
for the purification of blood.  The device of the present invention
consists of hollow fiber membranes having specifed dimensions and transfer
properties, ligand immobilized to the pore surface of the hollow fibers,
and a housing to encase the hollow fibers and allow appropriate entry and
exit of the blood. In a preferred embodiment, specific immobilization
chemistries are utilized to attach the ligands to the hollow fibers for
optimal function.    


