
IMPROVED FACSIMILE SERVICE Abstract This invention relates to an
arrangement for efficiently transmitting facsimile signals from a facsimile
source to a facsimile destination using a standard facsimile user
interface. The connected switched communications network recognizes that
the call is from a facsimile source or to a facsimile destination and
causes the facsimile signals to be transmitted at the transmission speed of
the source to storage in a network. Subsequently, the signals are
transmitted from storage to a facsimile destination at the transmission
speed of the destination when the destination becomes available.
Advantageously, the source need not wait for the destination to become
available before transmitting, and the transmission can take place at a bit
rate that matches the source and the destination even when these bit rates
are different. Retransmission because of errors in one link is only
required for that link, i.e., from the source to the storage or from the
storage to the destination. Advantageously, this is accomplished without
changing the very simple user interface of prior art facsimile
transceivers.    


