ABSTRACT I n order to provide a magnetic recordi ng nedi um havi ng excel | ent

el ectromagneti c conversion characteristics, a nagnetic recordi ng nmedium (10)
is provided with a substrate (12), and a magnetic recording | ayer (20)
formed on the substrate (12). The magnetic recording |ayer (20) is provided
with a granular layer (32), i.e., a magnetic layer, including magnetic
grains and a nonmagnetic nmaterial surr@gnding the magnetic grains in a
section parallel to the main surface of the substrate. The ratio of the

| ong dianmeter to the short diameter of each magnetic grain contained in the
granul ar layer (32) is calculated inagssRraggction. In the histogramof such
ratio, a half wdth at half maximumof the histogramis 0.6 or |less and the
vari ance of grain dianeters of the magnetic grains in the section is 20% or
| ess of the averag% grain diameter of the nmagnetic grains.

n'order to provide a magnetic recording medium having excellent
electromagnetic conversion characteristics, a magnetic recording medium (10}
is provided with a substrate (12), and a magnetic recording layer (20) formed on
the substrate (12). The magnetic recording layer (20) is provided with a granular
layer (32), i.e., a magnetic layer, including magnetic grains and a nonmagnetic
material surrounding the magnetic grains in a section parallel to the main
surface of the substrate. The ratio of the long diameter to the short diameter of
each magnetic grain contained in the granular layer (32) is calculated in the
section. In the histogram of such ratio, a half width at half maximum of the
histogram is 0.6 or less and the variance of grain diameters of the magnetic
grains in the section is 20% or less of the average grain diameter of the

magnetic grains.



