PROGRESSI VE PROMOTI ONAL MARKETI NG SYSTEM BACKGROUNDOF
THE I NVENTION Field of the Invention [0001] The
wEe@sernt7oé nventi on rel ates generally to progr eBGI/US2004/026369
pronotional systens for casino gam ng nmachi nes, and
nore particularly to progressive pronotional systens
that aPRGOCRESSIVEROMBTIONAIf MARKETING §YSTEYRN ng
machi nes to which they are coupled, and operate and
i ncrenent independently of the outcones on such gam ng
machi nes. Description of Background Art [0002]
Progressive jackpot systens are wi dely recogni zed as
addi ng an exciting second chance to win feature for

gam ngrmachi nes h nr. S| ' ystem a

nunber of casinoBgsﬁ'h%%ﬁiéhyﬁg%ﬂgb@%ﬁlﬁked together
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Des@ifphegHackapaakpat , the player at the | i nked machi ne

nust win the jackpot on the gam ng nmachine jtsel f, and
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casipd ggmin@nmths aredinked iqzothesyer emstvouk Bee jackpntis Troegibssive”
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gam ng nmachines, they wil| tend to have | ar

jackpalctapEraw Anenitings. sBsn igned ridhens of dodsrs. Genger Eilbheach pdividual
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to wiim tgrpeegssevejaddopt thesplayee atsthe linkied mecmmmma thejackpot on the
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and ety Greds Ry S e ppely Peed FrbRS o e 1 e
sweb egcted to the progressive jackpot. Thus, for each

ol lar bet, 3 cents goes into the
[0003] As mentioned, conventional progressive jackpot systems fund the jackpot

amount from a small percentage of each player’s bet. Another way of saying this is that the
amount that increments the progressive jackpot is calculated into the pay table of the gaming
machine. The pay table defines amount paid out for each type of win, represented to the
player as a winning combination of symbols on a slot machine. For example, if the hold
percentage on a progressive machine is 9%, some amount of this, say 6%, is the base hold

rate used to fund the pay table, and the remaining 3% is the progressive hold rate that is
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progressive jackpot. If 10 players are playing the

gam ng nmachi nes, and averaging ten, $1 bets per
wWOeaner706 hen t he progressive jackpot is bei ngp€T/nEm®A4/026369

at a rate of $3 per minute. Again, this increnent

process i s dependent on the portion of the hold that
directsd ¢b the tpt@edsfquacﬂcbet mlmg,rfessachelollaldientﬂ ¢en&oes into the

mul tiplied nunber, qf er.s, a d the amount
Proast’e%&Vﬁé?ckﬁ%ﬁﬂb PlRBi6 4] PiYILE %ﬁ;gvaalﬁn& WA ?Fg? g veraging ten, $1
betsIePHIRRS, tMéh thd pkiAdssivEPREbS il BEnONEIdRH ht PAYOMSIBEr hitsute.

gam ng machi ne. Between two ot hefw se identi cal
Agapm this mszenpgnt progesds deneatlent oaihe prtigef thpsold that is directed into the
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spedafid gﬁﬁing\tmchmemﬁh)fur[ﬂed)ﬂﬁh&epeﬂ%tl@@hﬁredm &t Wwould®sifiirther desirable
O L L N o,
opefalgm This is because the wide area progreSS|ve
j ackpot systens are not generally owned by the casino.
(000t heBectaIuee/plag@ss;mgﬂm@js Qah@f@aﬁﬂlf@chmgimgmgtcome they remain
verym%gggtla (:rtcl)'I @%ﬁ?? ag%trsr,lsxglh (f‘Oél'tl%lH % pc?eglée t dalvrl a & %]{o?v@vetzr? €
pro gimmetsbﬁbms sre rolf entralyibefefivis tro HHel dahm@@man‘ cheraaé tHemaSIthls is
sonme of, the naintenanc servi ce, and ope atlon of the

becayse Greatide FEa REQTRFTINE Jackhok peiorA aterinh genasilly ayymed dyianepsino.
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casi no oper at or of
operators feel forced to provide progressive systems, even though they do not significantly

& the casino

profit from them. Further, because of player demand, these machines are typically placed in
the more valuable locations on the casino floor, further depriving the casino operator of

maximizing its revenue using other types of games.



maxi m zing its revenue using other types of
ganes. [ 0007] The casino operators' dilema results
wo e@si0111e6 parti cul ar technol ogi cal design of PCT/US2004/026369
conventional progressive systens. Because a gane
manuf act urer owns the progressive systemit typically
[0008st r Thé¢ sasitdi aeraggasi diEnﬁ‘ﬁfosﬁi&Sfr@ﬁ thedygartidude@ebhinologlval design
progr.essi ve system In addition, manuf act ur er
S

of conyFnPRA) FHISTESSYASYHITD p%?cg%l%ﬁa $4D urehaWps kg progressive

systBRAUE B BstrRtdWRith Qﬁﬁh’l FacH BT Sarl B 1RHKRE Ko ﬁl‘%'ﬁ@%ﬁfssﬁve system.
pr Ogr essi ve SySt ens. TheSe restrictions revent

In additipma gmmmamrfaqtur@m@euﬁmnhg cdsiro opesasdrf frath jusing deengame

chines are to upl w. th r st
mar BB S R oo GioR BrfiRR Bfer 8Dl PREBEEIR i Ffibse
restietiymk ipedvantyth aﬁsﬂlwlﬁraimdfr@rﬁfdbmﬁfng fblqtsatfaﬂaﬂegddn@machmes are to

progr.es e systens and their,
be cgppist Wé@laarlgrogrﬁﬁ%%%yﬁm héo @‘JH%V%EE&P%‘E%IIU?’@Ft S paRgAcfers

use BRIPPEBHPh AR Und QY B ark RS oA HESShrY¥ SreSIv §MenRAHd G games.
require use of Its own gamng machinés in its

By yingy propiivierysapprasah, trg gane sanuipefiires cathestaiimedmplete control over
the gl%gfe%lg s‘?err![I %fi T f f:eqL L& u%%qqlfg %\%?éapr ﬂgg %g{:/lgﬁég ift its progressive

ur-er
systp@r Thig ubﬁdtranrsagas eslowpeiadkp afe spysifie gamAgaosdhineg lfyom &t
woul d be _desirable for_ a casino o erator to _be able to
paﬂtc&tag PRANEFAFIGER i A ' ASCADAYS? BATIFYIE RIRFSESI Yy Jpgkpgt system.
Acchd?ﬁlgl? S?W%ﬁld%é&ieﬁ?ﬂblé Rn‘ %"e&ﬁﬁ&i r%r t%tbesa%mog: )188ny gaming
machi nes. 0008] A i ndependent
machinsg PEES ch@smtg)m proamlssw;q/@s@m, b @Waﬁbglaﬁaﬁ sielk pgninghpachines.
incrementally grows over tinme, but is funded
i ndependently of the gam ng machines to which it is
i nked, and therefore independent of the paytables of
such gam ng nachi nes. The funds for the progressive
j ackpot can cone from any i ndependent source, such as
exi sting cash or marketing funds held by the casino.
The rate at which a progressive jackpot is increnented
is controlled by one or nore funding rates. The
funding rates can vary in response to interna
factors, or external factors. Internal factors include
such aspects as the nunber of active players, types of
players in ternms of player tracking cards, types of
ganmes, denom nations, total anopunt of the current
progressive jackpot, rate of coin-in by active
pl ayers, and any ot her aspect about the current state
of the gam ng nachi nes, the jackpot, or the players.
External factors include aspects such as tinme of day,
day of week, season, casino events, and marketing or
pronoti onal prograns. [0009] To determ ne a w nner (or
wi nners) of a progressive jackpot, one or nore
eligibility rules are first used to select players who
are eligible for the jackpot. The eligibility rules
may, for exanple, select only players who having been
playing for a mninumlength of tinme, or at a certain
m ni mum denom nati on, or have a certain |evel of
pl ayer status in a



pl ayer tracking program or who are playing a

particul ar gam ng nmachine(s). A random sel ecti on
wore@barni7eem i s then used to sel ect one or nore METNE2084/026369

fromthe eligible players. The random sel ecti on

mechani sm oper at es i ndependently of the gam ng

machi nes that the S@Mmmtgpmmm[mu& ng, in that
the players may wi n the progressive jackpot w thout
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playettl @&l an?hﬁh@@@ﬁe@t ﬂ)’ouﬁﬂf&@uﬁ@xﬁtl sesof the gﬁhir@lrbadhiﬂey the jackpot, or
criteria for the players, such as, the en%h of tinme

the plasge dExigmal fgtors Reltdsawiets srchositing of YRRk, season,
casifl BT ahd ﬂlﬁﬁqetlﬁ%'ﬁr r%ﬁ@ltlo ﬁ'édg@émgf pl ayer tracking

card sfatus operator may define
[0009) Toi Getemjimeckpomst foo wimnegs) o a gpraggssiot ng:km)m onechoneedigibility

rolef el Bl e T ottt Rl FeRuc TpoR e Aftpgrutes

mayrmftek&hﬁlepgap@t 881§ pVeeisamtcPRfvingBr¥n BRying foPSmadihih length of
simul taneously for a given set of gam ng machi nes, and

timeyQr ¢f pieataanBgrngsRPREAHABIN hate %ﬁﬁaas@var% @layer status in a
pley e e BF R R BAe N BB iing LGPRERT ¥opgdom

selemmpaecthaafsm mﬂnbnemahtoaieteo‘ssnemmmcﬁﬁ wiiateirofiam, thoeligible iptdyers.
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ThedRRRET 1oy PP B el BHEPTyRRD B ppdyakfnatfipts that e
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deS|rabIe to ers. [0011] In one enbodi nent,

necessAily gb@pEnge th@nackea rrthnh%loa 0@%%%%@@@ npshigesy Tk random
selebtitsh AB&haRsn Ig%y %%ﬁ&n{'ﬁ\%b&%% Eﬁérﬂ Bﬁfl &sh té/Pe logic, or a
ackpot, the ot

participate I m a progressive
combmaaganﬁmesesg@tcmchdzsr acks the gam ng by the player,

o0 2 e P e

gamh OinaBACAREHEgiiiiSd £ RVl a&ﬁlh§ sdsEibRr MRé FleNmbRagement
t he jackpot operation system ackpot o&%r atign

systepoBmIEeiestHED 3 Belaoy enemmrbw@m At m@nacgé% ppa@tipmef each
| .
pro @Q&[&%ﬁ 5&1@3 L C"l:]ﬁé%qklﬂg n%éltaf;t‘)r i.lbézs tﬁeeﬁa%? ng ahior rg %éﬁg@tdgmgnate a

cto as nunber of current p
groupedfehapaeingimachine$ tyter thosrpartcipatiagtih y peigreysive gackpet. The

operator designates the size of the jackpot (e.g., $1,000,000), and the funding rate rules. The

operator also defines the eligibility criteria for the players, such as the length of time needed
to play, the amount of coin-in or minimum denominations, the level or tier of player

tracking card status, or the like. The operator may define multiple jackpots for a given
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determ ned by the particular random sel ecti on

mechani smin use, the jackpot operation systemwl|
w@emwsnst’es a random sel ection, and if appropri aP€r/US2004/026369

identify a particular eligible player as a designated

wi nner. Via the slot managenent system the jackpot

groupsigatnigmsyitesamianays dasldefimrsaggiiftront dreugaifigaging machines,
ine of the Wlnnln er i.n t he .pl ayer of
cact Yigh i AR s oDt P e ARt S i SR ey

oped@ifh BehyiasdulE Fo? 4 gitvgﬁ séﬂ %% ?ﬂﬁﬁ‘ﬂg@ﬁacﬁfn@bl Rind %{ulﬁ’[ﬁé g Sf Edmlng
devices |ikes signs, he progressive_ jackpot has

machings M ﬁsmgr@diczyanqusalhféqrh@rpr@gffbismemkpotSt Reogggsstve jackpots can

be 111 cﬁ% gga%ﬁ% ﬁgg at %@H@B %ﬁ)tp%rc‘ue\é\” atnﬁ 69%{ ch5§%ga% %aﬁcgnal or

nf or ma
trlben Ibaylﬁfanbf a"EHns aljowathd cadfie oparatpt yery mea]ﬁcsll)atamﬂif@:rent types
essi on i nsertin thelrr?gla ertr ckln g t’
of plapers A rpRKSIRHAYS SIPHRS | types g&?@ FTAPIRLO the

playtfte player’s account information fromthe card reader.
The sl ot managenent systemuses this information to
[001d4 de s8e embesimentd deangepsuationheach timeer plagubhsias playiet the one of

the O n?%g gnﬁ%ﬁlﬁgs%‘ﬁis?% r?g%e Her? ?irpaf%rf{- %;]H(ﬁ?esfsxﬁff ?Jcﬁﬁé ﬁ}% 's1dth management

syste efaalts the gamiiigen thaylayaemt:lmmgl iaémifying tthaﬂScuﬂI&ﬁﬁachfne, the
the eli ilit det tlonlkl%theell bilit

denqrijngton Gifie TioghingrABdroUieE storRy B AoV HENAEIEPHYEEm pgevides this

mfogrigggnple?&fjggg@t glgérg&gﬁsé?tgﬁg Fg;}%gh%% C%ié%tﬁa@ ﬁem{s&%e received

1nfo@wme[emm]thq:¢@roppa|tesfuad@g agje él,ﬁd@pendgnttqnpm@mal factors, such
t S Kk

as n%pg%:reorf%ﬂgrgﬁ 0%9% gsc%\égairrlgfé nb%gﬁ r@%%e@%rg ﬁllrgntlly ehglble As

determited by e par@ildt]rakdogn séledtlsn anedhadsmim ade, thelj :idkpbteoperatlon

systB Tl SR AT AR O S8 SIParrLe Bopy rejislirelgible
0 t enate ;
playdt §sge[ &R RhtedRyiRMR OV MBR slcﬁl nia"flﬁngTAl SRRk o hé%%l léifﬁ%%&htlon

and 1ts operatlve envi r onnent
systatpicaPRENERRER FMBUD SANTS njaobing pf thegvinning ptayer ingwming the

o P, A R R PSSO AL

desigiaedoup tdrgetpladral dehiceelilhsfsfgas ahit thapiogesgvojaekpdt das been
124 shown, Las Vegas, Atlantic City, and Lake Tahoe.
WOlAt each property 124, there are two groups 108 of
[oomrﬂl B BRI TR Smerl! 1AY Blofm3hd diméh A8 e RO mIRERE O RN 448
and group B with sl ot machines 12 Four machi nes are
readsrscnmathgaaanmmgdmu@to dhizin |1mfoamt1m| frq@m aptayeetrapingrnardeWhen a

player ?tﬁ g%!g%r?%xgggs&oneoyal%?elr%%gt (gl Ip egrctgacgl %:chrq ]ﬁ?O R& cgrd% ader, the

e curren

slot atmUFEmek sydting Bbiatns SiOpIBY 03 adcqumoif@asitive fjoacthp@hrd reader. The
neter 103a, b. The VI deo poker machi nes 120 a%r osls1 tlhe
slot@gnpgﬁ%enﬁ Fﬁbeé’i* psesdhig indormation to access account data about the player, such

as their player status or tier, current trip information, or like. The slot management system
or the jackpot operation system may use this information as part of the eligibility
determination by the eligibility rules. This feature further allows the casino to use the

independent progressive jackpot system to target specific types or players.



associated with a first progressive jackpot, for which
the current amount is $853,529, as shown on the
WQe@ginesss ve j ackpot meters 103a at each propePCPS2004/026369
preferably in view of the group of video poker
machi nes 120. The sl ot machi nes 121 across the various
properties ar eBRIKEDESERIRSHNORTHE DRAWINGSSecond
progressive j.ackpot, far. which the current anpunt is .
[00%3}a, S5z, | Ligndinetaln SimRRHAP s UansP bR giest Lo JA5kRY ¢t multiple
propBRiRcondibal B arf@bb R ORI the prévesf @Yo, i n vi ew of
the group of sl ot machines 121. Thus, players at the B
[001d] f f eFign? isw dipgnami afgndtiple progresaive j ackpets songurientdy gssociated wit
.property jackpots, even across state or other
Vaﬂ?ﬁ%‘%ﬁ‘%?#%%?&L[0017] Each of the two the progressive
[0015CKpBilgs3 id d sistehpdiegraimoffan@mbbdinsent ajgRpatbpeeitian dydoah bnd its
a particular type of gam ng machine, and is further
OPCIRHY BRI specific set of player attributes. In
this enbodi nent, the casino operates a player tracking
program by whi ch players earn redeemabl e points or
"conps" for their ganme machine and table play. An
exenpl ary player tracking programw ||l have nmultiple
“"tiers," for players of different |evels of play, such
a basic tier for players who play at a low level, a
mddle tier, and top tier for the players who wager
the nost anounts. Continuing with the exanple then,
the first progressive jackpot associated with the
vi deo poker machines 120 is targeted at top tier
pl ayers, and thus offers a very high jackpot anount.
The second jackpot associated with the sl ot machine
121 is targeted at low tier players, and offers a
correspondi ng | esser jackpot anount. [0018] In one
enbodi ment, the jackpot operation system 106 provides
the functions of associating of particul ar progressive
jackpots with particular groups of gam ng nachi nes,
fundi ng of such progressive jackpots, targeting of
pl ayers through eligibility rules, and the determ ning
whi ch players win which jackpots. First, the jackpot
operation system 106 is used to sel ect which gam ng
machi nes 120, 121, individually or in groups 108, are
associated with a particul ar progressive jackpot at a
particular tinme. This feature gives thecasi no operator
the ability to selectively associated any of its
gam ng machi nes on the casino floor with a particular
j ackpot, and thereby overcones a limtation of
exi sting systens in which only specific gam ng
machi nes can be coupled to a particular manufacturer's
progressi ve jackpot system As one exanple, the casino
operator may select many different machi nes or groups
of machi nes fromvarious |ocations on the casino floor
to participate in a particular progressive jackpot. As
anot her exanple, the casino operator nay desire to
entice players to play a particular group of slot
machi nes that are nore profitable for the




casino then otherw se typically used in a progressive
j ackpot system By associating a high val ue
WEe@gnesss ve jackpot with this group of slot nmeChiUsm®e4/026369
the casino operator entices nore players to use these
machi nes. These vari ous exanpl es configurations are
p 0ssi blEemirt.hp DESCRIFEIION OF THEPREXERRBUEMBODIMENTO
he particul ar, gam ng_machi nes were not manuf actuli{lglg

l001¢6&> beligsbahqws RhUHIPLS BIRETHYE RRFROtE SRRPEHate at m
propeitRdnos %béb?dﬁlg@(t&%t emﬂ%gﬂt @flﬂ“&(amp?e ﬂ?éiré hi@WhiRE different

progressive | can "noved” froma first group

casins pltoppdélesﬂ?-@d‘mwm Lna&’hgaseAtlmltB; Gt @n@Lglfequilogf Ay amhmyOperty

1243&%3 Iragegé\lcsé% nﬁ) IFﬁrtg;nqgcglg %E)ll.l O:ACVS th &ﬁg Bﬂker tmachmes 120
and BRABPFith Aoy ﬁ’fachi&lb@lzllais“ bR @dees ey showyi it h@cﬂn@omm ibatin actual
am ng machi nes are associate eg with the jackpo
practifg augwr%wﬁlf BAFRBFOFR ISR RG Y0 £HE AUk pgfsoaﬁ@fia‘flrho%ch
u?'é ag%gl&@w%g&k%s@ breat;eR a?ﬁo&\‘f‘@f WELh Y 9868 MfofRiSe

ssocl at h the desired gam ng nachi nes.
Jackpdt:mcuenmﬂal,w Thyeddeospokef maﬂen@kiﬂpuam;psse theaenpusrppdripes are

2ssog ie%lc Zﬁ § A8 tﬁﬁsé %Eo és%sv% &)acﬁpé)tagor %cﬂl\@hg erl] %}X gq%ﬂhﬁ \9 $853,529, as

at or nmay eve

showi 68 A Sles Vg ElgDsi mé&:rs E(Blara%adhq)rq:@m pefergayimdew of the
machi.nes that are caqupled to an existing conventl onal

gro”pﬁ’erQ’#‘Fé’é?Qlf@r ljné‘éhr%‘b"(?tlzg y gﬂlé siot mReRingsy 1) agrqss theygrious properties
are ﬁ)l% EERRbN el FFMRAEC ARG SR 8pbO f&rk@hlglll A RKurred ¥R Runt is

It es have not been preV|oust avai | abl e because
$74582 tdgeinczsishewt oo iz prpmﬁmveatadwt pletess 1Q3b ¢ oanbawepasiyspreferably

in V]&g’rﬁdfﬁgy ﬁlg)&lﬁl ﬁglg{m C 1{1(? ;@am r é%{rs\s;a I'Ehet ?gprgg%mes can all

part{c%?é)ﬂn obSssfpud e adkbbt@ sdvieAb@dsd datEiog othél; mﬂs@lb@dns
enment system (SM5) 102 is coupled_ to_each of tg
[001;7& opeE@qhe%f thotwo tha #roEirmYRIcEPYS jsirptef HuFAgaf <argeted foward

L S L e
attributps.ayethidlenbiiment] 0% casihd operatenaglyerteckingpregromtby Whlch

| ayers ,in heca ne's pl,aver .trackin he
ol TS denaninp GaR o8 "sufy Hirihet BT sHEuRE 5 Al ol An
exetnPlapy lb'laydr @fackiag 'phﬁgranﬁt XD Bhvenpeltipld ‘@idrss Yok phiydi® 6f tli#ferent levels
assi st in o%?ratln the various progres |ve

of Piadc%ﬁbtaé-"a“t‘ dien A phavgEs veho plpy afiarlgydevelrioniic @sersh tgp gier for
the ﬁg?éré Wlﬂg %%dlgggtrhgs fndsPEmBERS e@&ntinﬁ?‘%’\‘u‘t}?fhe el | gﬁ'aﬂt;féht, ’F]hee first

sive | ac pots ar €& associ at ef .
pro g:reamfetj acrklpot/\mssbmwtad Wuilhsh@vldempokﬁ gewhings Hadlcik targesed atriop tier

ol BP0 STy B i

slotthRhihe 121 aRARtedRt @dw fibﬂ'{)la}%ﬂﬁ akdbflers A cdtrf:sfpﬁh&llﬂg lesser jackpot
pr ogr essive jackpot is established for each tier of

amaoyng yers and with each different type of gam ng

[00f$C hi eT%dn];léHt &lgg‘g}rﬁg ?eﬁﬂgﬁg stERf 'ﬂ(')@gl%vild%Q thetfﬂl%tﬁ)ns of

Fee separ at € pr ve | ack pots, one for each
assdciating of parieulpt prperessivaekkpugs with gatioylangroupsiocganenlg imgchines,

funciigge of such progressive jackpots, targeting of players through eligibility rules, and the

determining which players win which jackpots. First, the jackpot operation system 106 is
used to select which gaming machines 120, 121, individually or in groups 108, are

associated with a particular progressive jackpot at a particular time. This feature gives the
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respective progressive neters 103. Likew se, for the

sl ot machines 121 there are three other, separate
wWEe@gnesssé ve j ackpots, again with one for eachp€1/882004/026369

t he player tracking program and |ikew se as indicated

on the respective progressive neters 103. [0022]
casiftebgeratonthegbility al dejectivelfFagcibtedady 3f it¢ frening aiaphines on the casino

ation m 106, operates in co ct ion wi.th the .
floo2fih SpaitaTaiatcBpk ! BRLR Oprag/irea: Binga s osfeung systes in
whid:A s e @a?ﬁh% ﬁqabﬁﬁgﬁ&h%e%buﬁga’tcgé ¥&Acilh BanfRueash

progreSS|ve ] ac a set of rules or criteria are
progiessivisaerkppi syﬁtemeséﬁ OB eample|thgeasino apyrafas A selpehingny different
li
macgﬁ,gsé g% B6eb sg?glgaﬁﬁg?e ﬁfo}:‘rf {/Jag‘lé)ug ;b%aﬁ&g%etpé bysgha ﬁ&{f@&gamclpate in
a patticgtar iprogréssivelj a;kpbt tAssamothreg exemage,ahe cashm dperagctrhnm desire to

.pl by the player, at the m ng. na h|ne t he
et Pt o PGBt g O S TALEE O B gER FRIGC T the
ca31§@ﬁ1%h Qfherwiie tyRRORuEa 1|threr§re§sWeﬁ a&l@bﬂ@sf&rﬁ)@ﬂ add¥cibtie a high
pl ayer, and so forth. For exanple articular
valug m@w@@mevaclqpat:Wﬁbthlmup eﬁﬂp?@aﬁlwe § casinhapRazatgr entices more
r
playelrs)' t& ﬁgépn@xe%e(@ﬁc}ﬁ?%) ’Ithle%% vaﬁ%)ggr é‘kzia p'i]esgcsoﬁhg%‘gtﬁr?ﬁﬁu?ézéés@lgle with the
presblhtangﬁnnongwh‘ﬁhdfrl amoams tpantlatllad garhing nideRinps wgreass masufactured to
kpot, or hav $200 of. coin-.in, on such gam ng

FieREaEHoY G HS Bp PERESEHREEEsi on. I n one
[001@']'b0dF R a Jﬂﬁc@l\‘%r@%@ssweﬁ ol &8 ehdvk® Rémea group or
gam ng session fromthe tine he pl g%‘er inserts a
typegifapanng ma@knm@ acwgeend growp of graning meghiaes aytipicalyring thene
opelgﬁgi’l n%th{g%?(&r V(&Eéjctkgg{' glzlﬂrﬂll% nags %t %rtgcglgaﬁ Ja%ﬁP%)tJ\}%comes larger, the
casm)cli Oga‘raSB ag chﬁgle pﬂﬂc}t gantlag ﬁranhmes anh nesbcipted ywéithsthajaekpot through

. bI e. The 2 provi.des d 0 the kpot
st B GEY P A L5 BOPGPT AR 1 b B fhenbther
prog%ésgz'e%&eﬂ‘ 3 RsRtéd with #He REPY BIFhY FabRAKD A ddiBeMAIIdSbecause
pl ayers are no longer eligible, for exanple by endlng
of therpbility ganﬁbﬁganéné asspeiate am@rpﬁmp@ﬁkp@bwmmmyg maghingghe
casn%‘ %?&gt ﬁ%ag M]F 411%8{5{3@% t?ﬁ)&?gﬁ]&g? J:% §’ %etpc{fa”éé%
machfn@g thes sne\oeu]plact kcpan &istin@@8iventibral meweqmm system, thus
%{st em 106 furthe rrana s the fu ET n rﬁﬁe fO{1 eﬁ{éh
Proy 158 ¥R BFQEECSFIYE I356POt OpR lﬂ%esotf’é D Rlgyeds Thiree ehjfitiesdiave not been
prevh@\fél%pﬁlaﬂ%'[@ ‘B@éau@@oﬁtﬁ@ cﬁfv@ﬂﬁ&ﬁ?hﬁb@n@iﬁfﬂ 1sibMXofRections used by
display in the casino. For each progressive jackpot, a
gamineg maghinmmantfagtaress Yetwenntheir sarsinginachiors prditheiTpeogressive
ack%bl{%g/g sfate can be defined as a function of various
] Fral or external factors. Internal factors include
[00200e CAs fiether diustrated of Fight, 4 detlpaiagerhére spsterh €8MS) 102 is coupled

current I ayers_at am ng machi nﬁs associ ated wth, the
to ei#’dtf IF%Ii% CQIH@u’é‘ﬁ'f‘tF%Wft thg rigps gyninemaghines to
obta%&*&%ﬁa B&‘%:B ?% cngh att RecH galﬁﬁn Estshaatnd QOISOIS ik Hﬁh@fjé‘ou led

factors that are independent” of the particular p a rs

to a playgdataigserbidhivhich menaghs wsonds peous playery in theyeagino'we
tracl?ﬁ?i)?o:%argr QHQ'SW %% comrDt _]ga{tes e%(z%ﬁtt tc‘ﬁnqla{l&? %&gﬁh%? 1nfglqnat10n to

nner rreren
the jackpot operation system 106 to ass1st it in operating the various progressive jackpots.

[0021] Fig. 2 illustrates another exemplary configuration of the present invention, in

which multiple progressive jackpots are associated at the same time with various groups of
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can be conbined. Thus, a particul ar progressive
j ackpot may have a base funding rate, say $1 a m nute,

W@ b@b/01506 ncr eased by an incremental fundi ng rBCBEUS008026369
per mnute to $2 a m nute whenever at |east 50 players
are playing on the associ ated gam ng nmachi nes, and

gamiinpemachinese hsthis dxemPle, therwhsing epavated b playardigpking cesigiregram as

el e O o 1 O T O

pro%r@ﬁ%@ﬁck@oﬁﬁ @oMaBlidhiaa eshakithioroX P12y 0arfd0Rith Bachliffé@kbnt type of

actors can be applied to these conditions to increase

gamijrs geeiiensEhushior dier viden pokariapelingsdi2e, thrisrare fhapsieparate
pro%é%s\ﬁxflgg%ékgfo%? Iélﬁ dﬁ)ir g%}'ﬁ \ng f't?lg gla o d@% 1@3}&?@? 2E§ ﬁl&fcgted bg the

respectora ;ﬁpg’m!;srnveZmateﬁrhOd aju;kewmt for dizeydot ramdhirfss rldhyhere are three other,

0024] As. c e seen fromthis anpl.e, an .
sep R B GO otV IR bRT Sestr e (s Sy rerbingpprogran,
and fi4B#{s8 ds i@t onf tAE redpddiké bfostaakive iReEr€seI. ve | ackpot
[OOQ%Stem This flexibility has not been previously

f er Baferinggnnoahy tokhigs | pnédgrtbs $40k901] aperepen SW fi@ operates in
confﬁﬂ@t& V\@ftﬁ ’rd% %E[%IE el%ﬁ ?(g?ét%FIe fé@%’flﬁ?ﬁ Iésr %é) &Eﬁ?ﬁ? 'fefrewhlch pro gressive

Jackpats Iat msgwm tidnie C err Iaaagh pregresstiey pxtl@;dt, atshieofpnles emntena are

deﬁ{ﬁ%%/g)&h vg{bhe Sci@émr C,i ogqf{;%nm%a@;f%{ %lgga? Eqrj'(? érfo rthe progresswe

jackBbOITIRSS ENtRrih afaly BEiISdedfd? ekarfie the Hbﬁeﬁ" $H3&1Sn BRYpIBRT tracking
provi ded from any ot her source, such as exi sti ng

progspray dieilenptic aay bythgelayer ﬁéh«mmlng mpghingrthe ampptpf coin-in by
e PR SESAAGHIE Ror, Sle  LO07 bl
playen ahdeo fortgr Esnse)(\ampmaa @aﬁlcmﬁplfogressme jagkdt m requlre players to
g S o 5 B B RS SRV, Pt o

least 50 fimed ¢h the %ﬁlﬁi@rﬁléﬂhﬁﬂé ABEDEARSEW IR thePRb BE SR Bdkpbi, BB have
all owi ng players to see the progressive |ackpots grew,

$20@ aéiceindr epyudh gantag maphine durintgsthe Payent Sammesesfigrnu b one

ot SR e 05 ASERES oPBETALGA, BXBLF T g e

playanmsem mpllam tnaakung ea&rdpnto gurcaﬂlsneu@rjcanpdp(btosthe Ihmmg machlne (not

shoth e i O, o Peneiapieg i el do i e femrgadkot o

dete‘n“ﬂnﬁfé'vﬁﬁclgérz[y&ﬂ ARSI TRBGM S e "vﬁfegfh 106 tb R jREIGBET
pl aying at that gam ng machi ne. j ackpot oper atl on,

opergfign sYplern 40¢ gsa@idatr:ﬂpat glgﬁr%beqomw@mbé%f% EPRBITUIAE BIRRFISEIYP
]ackéﬁtl, glff% ?sgﬁ% S Qre‘efori&&éég el \A% Bi¥Efor E)r(a%lﬁ:l}lgw @gdlﬁg Eﬂe%a%%fﬁlg session.

yers, or-a nni ng
Thea’mkpgt di;fwammg;gmmg O elodmi maﬁtaﬁfssminﬁtrﬁﬂtmm tdtotdhigible players and

I ackpot an se at .the tine.
proiGHhe b ik St o inadae P ReRs e B 1 have to
[0039] N aTH@j»é@k&;ot lob&agsh éﬁtehhﬁ)@ﬁi/théltﬂlﬁla%@s ﬁe ﬁﬂldﬂhgf’ﬁkﬁoﬁlf each

or other” payline) on'the gam ng machi'ne he is playing
progressied agkppb apgl ghetdigplay of the current jackpot amount on the progressive meters

103 on display in the casino. For each progressive jackpot, a set of one or more funding
rates is defined. The funding rate can be defined as a function of various internal or external
factors. Internal factors include the current amount of the jackpot, the number of current

players at gaming machines associated with the progressive jackpot, the current rate of coin-
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progressive jackpot associated with that gam ng
machine. This in effect gives players a "second chance
wa 00af017706vhi | e they are playing the gam ng nmacPCTES2004/026369
associ ated with a progressive jackpot, where the
second chance to win is entirely independent of any
in o ayshuhachi®s) dndehdhlyd. dhltemnalfactosXachpdefacteweathat dre mdependent of

pl ay er dr aws a | gsing hand onp vi.deo poker m
the REEHHPIDFD Or GANYRY m%chénf'éewg A8 Bt [dayiday ggvﬁfﬂ% FEASeR
prorfotidrdf o B ¥8ntd i A8 LadPhAYE thidB¥mRdr) dihitipletiff&i@nt funding rates

progressi ve jackpot |inked to the gam ng machine by
can betergbised.eThusda byrtickler pragiepsive ioplearcaniayhasys basmiugBngfate, say

$1 atélﬁﬁlg I[ ﬁ% {s mclfrre]a}/sg&] B %ﬁ]mcie%)enzzll fundrl ga o5 $f 1 ;{%ﬁh‘!ﬂé{ B) @Eg minute

or ea progr essive pot’,
whef@ef at le@d 593p$dyem aié)ﬁaﬁﬁg o tﬂlmbdcyat&égmhg nmk:hlgesn an@tm

a value, which i n assqciated with eith | aye
incregged int %/mélF‘%t@P‘théJ?cg‘Po‘t 580 ?6&(%@?%(}6 @3{06005 aifhfben
redu@fd by gncgﬁepfaﬁn BEH, 'ﬂ?§3 A8TRRE AneA 1 ihdkpbhRadIRE la@eéonand

in use by an eligiBle player. The value is tested

threshodd) 521085 @ H¥r ﬁ)@@nd\f@mmtc@mb@ appdiet ¢ thesrecontlisione fo inerease or
decrﬁt)sg%%\m o n? Hinfdf 1I$a?te o¥ %)gamE {%%al ga%?orgain% w3 Eoe%ad $0.50 a

a si

mmﬁlﬁ%ﬁzve’&h@@m/mﬂfl atrheeskdny)iand tcvaidﬁ:i, zmwﬁnﬂm ﬁgmtérpamotm
. they have wo (gaé,pr ogressi ve jackpot. At about the
Fridgysysairdays, A S Rpot operation system 106 suspends

[ooZ4pe f uodinge é%fen o BisQALRPR XS dAURMon ARIRERAS bR deﬁned to

signal to the progressive neter 103 for this jackpot
provide the dyding tares) fompamgﬂan mgglmﬁ@ﬁjla@pﬂoayystenh el'lis flkpbility has
al.so notifij

not gp?%v@?sga%ﬁz Srgcimn con %rt;uog%l prggresshve Jac poﬁ%s{e?x}% tﬁﬁ%ve% Qestncted

to fidid@igathe prd@sﬁéﬁ@ﬁkﬁ&tﬁo@pﬂfe@ﬁ?ﬂaﬂe@ ofthe @Srticﬁlaf) gamimtg nhdtBines to
winnings to t heﬁl ayer . %028 As note

whicl} fhgk iR eapleds B BTRS Vemflqnh&eéowge af Qnﬁ@;se;ndependent of
the IJEJ lof @l%rgarnﬁh% H4shiRss t%%ﬁf?ﬁ@%dk@es@ﬁfls?é&b&s are linked. The

ogressive jackpots at multiple properties. In an
ﬁmcblmaarlvmrevm&) tdinrepriothea souen, rsa¢h qsmlqﬁog operatingtaskydgeted

r at n.concert ervers at each
mar R, Biaatag 8F Seben bdtae 2 Ble P& ckpot o by <
[OOZSIbOdT Rejatkpdt Beerviadr Ssend 108GIrbAidSs &Eulhhﬁgﬂla?@ﬂ@ﬂﬂé pro gressive
contraol system 106 can be_distributed apongst th
meterg 1(d for the Vaious PEgresylVe frekRYS raRamtA displaxs %Such meters with

the ﬁlrfr%{ P@%édf 3#1‘)36111{15 e%Yd@Et%Ftﬁ'i@Ys t%Qﬁ’crr@ﬁl&lth ;liﬁdv%&nh@meters over

tribu ] ackpot control tens
time, hﬁowmlgtplwes tpsespibe pragsessing javispots graveand tiereby Semmr chtice the

m'e Y g %1enbod|nents t he various progressive
Py &68?3183 Y& associ ated with ganing machines at any

[oom] t heh@Fagpsst bp&stior %@%ﬂi 106Ufafth &N A1) ?«sst tBe Hbtgrmidatidrhéfehich
is shown in further ail aspects of a systemin_an

playgrshEdnymatin the Varkaus pragsessiye ﬂ%lié‘?fﬁ i Ghis Pwn%lwagon may be made
dlfCW&Mlﬂlﬂ% Q%lhﬁ&liy@:ﬂ}er, QP ﬁfdﬁrebt%pb};ﬁﬁ{ &é&rmmmg a winning gaming

machine and then determining the player playing at that gaming machine. The jackpot
operation system 106 uses any type of random selection mechanism to determine a winning
player from among currently eligible players, or a winning gaming machine from among
those gaming machines associated with the progressive jackpot and in use at the time.

Significantly, a player does not necessarily have to win a payout listed in the paytable (e.g.,
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106 is coupl ed over a network (e.g. an Ethernet

network) to the SMs 102, and to a control term nal
wa®s/oTiies j ackpot operation system 106 i s furtP@&F/US2004/026369

coupl ed over a network to a set ofone or nore

progressive neters 103. A casino operator uses the

“jadkpbt’alr otter payiaile) dIDﬂletgammgmacguMeeheas glayBgageortiéreo win the
ack operati.on.s 106. Th 102 i s cau d
Prods eI BRI P TR BT e o 00 SEof FEE pisyers

“seoAd ichehck M SkilBthBy SR PMYiPohe ghiin sﬁam rle§ hisWdiaRA Qvitla
the jackpot operation system 10% I% 102 is

progrgssiYegpckpotipthete the sedead ghangefo win is @a@r@lnledep epdasof amayout
ch ng

N e

garmnglﬁﬂcmﬁ# éa:ZO rasaphlﬂm&qu&e:a of tmhigl syadolsanc s$at rhavhide. 121, that

Each machi ne. 120 may..i.n e a card reader. (.not
Dlaygr bt s A o ednekpal a e BairmaiRgSy uéihg selected
by tﬁéja@ﬁﬁot%eﬂaﬁwgﬁtéﬁy 16def tﬁé‘ﬁfe@éht%%veﬁﬁéﬂ of a IOI ayer

tracki ng program or by an operator of the casino

[00ZWnt aMyiraspecHalnin ony evehodiment. foreash psegressiveasdpot, the jackpot

opefa? gg %ﬁsgerﬁg”&bﬁ Pg?tg}é%glngl%g@s '3? g?deg%géﬁnép +a11l1<en W 'gtﬁeg%tssaorc[a’ted with

elthbiOa plSye’-i%ﬁrrBﬁ]ly eh@lhle forithe progresgivs atlgmbt, e ohébéth@lg@ﬁnng machines

f i t bet
assqie] Hith Dbt PPy S e Dl ber T f testis d. or
oth&r#idEvhiBad8 3¢ 8dt0atnd Whbth it Baat\ﬁﬁhm alue, 16sb, %@Kﬁ»o’c\bﬁgbﬁﬂon

is also incorporated by reference rel n.

systgantiOgendschiignas tatho playpi andfargaiming madine womated with the winning

Val%é ﬁg&fggenlf 'lmnatt gh%gﬁwrso\(vgx? {heﬁ)l?gyf?%l\%g gcl @%ﬁ%h&ﬂg sgrﬂe time,

the ﬂieklpcft @pération System hBEhispends Itﬁeeﬁuﬁémg obﬂﬁmdogr%ﬂvB)J ackpbs and sends
inte e, baar d.

k | ot f
o SRLPOHE PBIEESPBF TS TG P e OPOPRReT MG Hmenting the
dlqua%m ThdmckiR ohb&elion %@ﬂ:ﬁﬂ?@@ﬁ%dtﬁﬁk tfeabMb dperaftRthat a

OM/t e gane to function. U conmmuni cat es gane
progv@mes jagkpot isevasy/BBthapte ompna‘cm mabf tﬂmthe arpiregrgate steps to payout the

Wm%ﬂ%g%qggppaﬁgyp to the SM5 102 where it is stored,

reported on. The SM Bs maybe connected to
[0028]e SKSndfed, Wigd iHlustatdsngsynetnvinmkhic thensiish eidgk‘,aadkpot control
cabl i n

and o erating using.a conveptional net
Systsrﬁéﬂétfgwg%&l@mlem@% RivudRalE éHmBG’é’ ORGrEEs. Wﬁt%%l&emate
embtoRiHedt &l &gl JaMgIot Sorftfkt ‘#s‘iérﬁ‘ Fo&bp driies ;aoHc A ERER ﬁocaﬁé&%rs at
as a card-in event or a card- out event. Typically,

eachvPIgpERY oy oprage tharprogrgsseeegnckpats Ay thimethbediment, the Varlous

turer :
fun RSB <oty Y G Rl ey e g g desived
by th& systeie adr?mlLsﬂa@;f/ BAEASN G Nh mwn@lﬁﬁfa %%‘F’aﬂgﬂysﬁ l(ﬁlzﬂ a[élﬁlonflg_ber of
s, O as egas, va a, [ .the
distEeeEin Kckp el s Sk A g%wﬁm%e PRPETiAn (7ilNH} 8 cgtiabsystem.
In aRy ol BSsMEYRRimdNIE tﬁi@e{ra'?i'idu§ BﬁfgrééQNQ dcRbtt B &aa[&Mated with
machi nes 320 to the are known to those of

gaming miachinestdyanypf the amemesw ded by the devel opers of
[OOiJ]e Turning now to Fig. 3, there is shown in further detail aspects of a system in an

embodiment of the present invention. In this embodiment, the jackpot operation system
106 is coupled over a network (e.g. an Ethernet network) to the SMS 102, and to a control

terminal 109. The jackpot operation system 106 is further coupled over a network to a set of
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selected SM5. U S. Patent No. 5,429, 361, incorporated
above, al so describes the details of one SMs. [0032]
w@wsen1the vari ous types of gam ng machi nes, tPEF/ESHNE026369
nunmer ous different possible gam ng nachi ne events.
When an event occurs, the MPU notifies the SM B t hat
onean moemproga:ssit/@imteml@c eA calih® cﬁi’aﬁl:%brrusemhn cerinalgerntinal 30B to

econ ai_ni ng.t he at r.mat i
con e AN UGS PR BRRON B0 bt Cor Ra0g e pfiyover
netwiiR &8 thePAndilemBeHihds320ah tHMasihb (éiﬁﬁ mx Qb@ sHoQmecad foy 51mp1101ty)
event nessages include fields such Messa

and ) ESeRRPROPECIRE SYPREOB. T NMT | el Rethes apep eiListe Dlayer
pl ayer identification card, if avail able)
data 1‘;lgeolnra4 machine 1D Gam ng machi ne stand (Il ocation or
[003] ou pThet EamiAg cmm&hinys B inChude gelenaltyi anytkimghof ghheng siaciiat of
Coi.ns won

Nuntb f
intefidhgaclis e draciagh yiteo bR e ST S B st ach
gamly, %ﬁla@lﬁﬂ@lﬂﬁﬁ@y ifoRiie alc¥REreaddn @88t shoveh)d5r ARAYInBQ player

tantially the sane type of data conponents that
1de@ﬁyam%wu@b@ﬁdnax broisgpedibydhgeasiio@s pait of p glayer fragking program
t
or b ?%ﬁto@?ﬂ%&g%ﬁ% E%ﬂlél?la% tRe g;&ﬁﬁh érgaghl% 'Pl?e é%g%d readers
with,lgzemag Biadbinkistveell ldﬁmn 1hyheaart add ﬂnbmugh*o}edesenbadhﬁlr example in

| |
U N S Q8 calnvhiah i BESnge R R RAGPfhr o 4 Pien or
monTREng @%reﬂ%ﬂtmgﬂﬁrht hfil¥ipl8 fr6p e SFREMAGESe plEdrtillitifidhtion cards is

nmessag Py
described in U S. Patent No 5,761,647, which is also incorporated by reference herein.

[0031] The gaming machines 320 typically include a main processing unit (MPU) (not
shown) and a communication device 123. In one embodiment, the communication device is
a slot machine interface board (SMIB), also known as a slot interface board. The MPU is
responsible for the gaming machine’s operation, and contains the logic and mathematical
formulas that allow the game to function. The MPU communicates game events to the
SMIB 123, which in turn relays information up to the SMS 102 where it is stored, tracked,
and reported on. The SMIBs may be connected to the SMS 102 via a wiring network of
twisted pair cabling, and operating using a conventional network operating system. The
communicated events also include card-related events occurring at the card reader, such as a
card-in event or a card-out event. Typically, the MPU is proprietary to each gaming
machine manufacturer, while the SMIB and SMS 102 are proprietary to the SMS 102
developer. Suitable SMS’s include the SLOT DATA SYSTEM provided by Bally Gaming &
Systems of Las Vegas, Nevada, or the GSI ON-LINE SLOT SYSTEM provided by Gaming
Systems International, also of Las Vegas. The details of coupling the gaming machines 320
to the SMS 102 are known to those of skill in the art, and provided by the developers of the
selected SMS. U.S. Patent No. 5,429,361, incorporated above, also describes the details of
one SMS.

[0032] Given the various types of gaming machines, there are numerous different

possible gaming machine events. When an event occurs, the MPU notifies the SMIB that an
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defined for communication to the jackpot operation
system 106 to indicate an eligible player, for
we@x@splBpe or ot her status infornmation perti nenPCT/US1004€026369
progressive jackpot. [0033] In this enbodi nent, the
gam ng machi nes 320 comuni cate gam ng events
everiGagitakemplaed. TSV i tues s3d0tleGM$ é 0SBk HRe tamtaining the

oD e R R A e 3k P DRIy oA [ ggaend on he

partftlila® 8V G U¥BCHit BeSerABPevehtmassR R il Rhi@dadh agnt ,  bet
tracking is acconpllshed through a card reader (not

showny AMeseagedyped with a gam ng nmachi ne 320. A player
|nsertsgh|s tracklng card in the card reader to

ini tihtd HEECHYLOPng and removes it to terminate bet
tracki ngj, Qér Rﬁhﬁf’?@aﬁ%m ReddtiufheAGEdnY | bf eﬁﬁeﬁlfﬁaﬁa)ﬂ]&hrd if
machi ne 3 accunul ates in the S 2 until

gani ng swsigbdy) i s term nated. Bet tracklng data
accunul ed b 102 i ncludes the identification
of the 3%W§ %} E@ﬁ the anobunt won or lost, and the
time pergpdnk Bﬁt:m&legtaﬁ@uwﬂmaloa m%h? game. U.S.
Patent 5,429,361, the contents of ich are fully

I ncor porfaomitytlip r ef erence herein, describes one system
for tracging the betting activity of casino patrons at
gam nY n“?ﬁ@§4] The gam ng machi nes 320 and
the sys not limted to using gam ng
nachlﬁes '%ﬁWﬂ Hiﬁave their own MPU for operating
ganme éunmdt¢ onal ity. The gam ng machi nes 320 may al so

i nclude those that operate in a systemcentric

ar chi t ecliliiee, where each machi ne 320 operates as a
term aI ifl,a central conputer operates the primry
gane uné{|onallty i ncl udi ng generating the

appr opr i@igs wamdom out conmes for the gane. For exanple,
t he gam ng machi ne 320 may i ncl ude networked bingo,
keno, ® otNwhbdrjofgaggesileyed n t hese types of ganes, the
centralj.ggpﬁter reports appropriate events to the SM5
102, Whi'PEPPHEM gﬁ1ng machi nes 320 can report other
types.oﬁkhgggbmgyents to the SM5 102. [0035] Also
coupled to the SM5 102 is the player database 104. As
ment i enddesabge/i®) t he pl ayer dat abase 104 stores
records for each player who has a player tracking card
i ssuel Fﬁ% %§§$ The pl ayer record contains
denmogg apky yﬁgormatlon about the player, historica
transactlon I'nformati on about the player, such as a

hi story of their visits to the casino, along with

[ {l { t
Thep? Bl SR BR iRt elia e et P e Do Ehald R NR ey sena
thoith tﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁculéﬂﬂelﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁé@ﬁgd}ha}sﬁﬁlﬁ&nﬁied ﬁ&ieﬁlraﬂh‘}t the SMS previder
casi no. Upon a card-in event by a . playe ckij
OT CRHRQIORRTatyr- g%nw@mﬁ%;e RS NSGs U ARSIV ‘Pdéelilt}t{/ Fegugdang server
thattlf Afkdn ﬂg Wo?fbc@ﬁr{n%trﬁgssﬁ’éca@ﬁ& soRROSNIB Y 5@ rs§q1feﬁﬁ‘a1 message IDs

pl ayer betting, 1 ncluding coln-in, wns, |osses,
in ohist ¢b parkomessagpe 20d idehtfygnissing meassigbh Pardewlaransssagetnegy be
defined %or mRunication to the jackpot operation system 106 to indicate an eligible
player, for example, or other status information pertinent to the progressive jackpot.

[0033] In this embodiment, the gaming machines 320 communicate gaming events

occurring at the machines 320 to the SMS 102 for further processing. The SMS 102
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gane related informati on desired by the casino
operator to assist in operation of the jackpot
wep@satizoh system 106. Periodically, or upon rRCES1004/026369
the SM5 102 provides information about players to the
j ackpot operation system 106, for exanple, for the
comprisek podmpper ayistennthatmbeirord B trarks dbte mmda dy iphtrenspt gywing

i.s eligible for rogr ess a ot
macliinesciAatR o O o et #e PR BrachyRplished Hrayal 5
reade}Qﬁottslﬂé&nﬁaﬁéé‘élBﬂe& Witdla dbay fnab}ﬁn@ﬁl(gl RlpEryeEacditsdagirading

machi ne 320 further includes a display panel (not

card s;htbnm:)lrdtlhaier tormitgraebet orcking andiermoyss it sollespingle beb fadkdes A
I
prcy PR 1 U8Rt 0k b Bt MR
gam}lngtsks@mn is Germiralnel, Bt a‘acleng dléta) aevativdated HOMBGMABO2 includes the
enpl a progr ot ha of attr

idenSicrpn 6 e S GHVE 4 HEop Soaes gyt i Spii i ihe

patrdi’l&ﬁéﬁd'tﬁ@ caysten. Poent SThm, 161l e LhtedtsRTdi@SEE Willy incorporated
Kpot specify under whi ch conditions pl ayers are

by re@«trpgqekheeemmesmt@s joae kst fos trgcking theeng)achyityp @ping patrons
ackpa funded. [0037] Using the operator term nal

atg% H} Iél %asn no operator accesses the jackpot

[Oosnper alieqnantiys nachil@GB20and die syptemadusignognadsiteel to using gaming

ack n operator es a roc i ve j.ackppt .
macifes SOV PGBIES Ee RPN P PaeriRegrEe ST aPHEN: oy fming
macRhOIRSRLY s Bk kiosk ek Hﬁ&at%h@afsyﬂtérﬂ%ﬁtﬁc Reshitecture, where

attributes: Progressive | ackpot start date Initj al
each; mmmoizoaqmmﬁns as edermigalnandisi aFeEall doptEEeT PRerpled the primary game

L. es
RIS R PGPl R P st
exanhjil6 KRO bSmB@mivhirei 2 enayindpdy meywsﬂ@d birigo, k)anoaqzmiuynlangames In
thesqpp ) GRSCRE FOHG B YeHeP Oy DPB B RS 10 Tis S 4R while

the datnifz maBRn&H R AL r§RIVMES tHHLBF RRal M@nis t&eeBMS 102,
particular, the casino operator is able to sel ectivel

[0036h oos@lsmpmﬂe@mﬂlﬁ §Mfatl? in g rirver Hitakase 104 As mentioned above,
the 1{? gr esg ha&)lr(eos rchrgﬁn ﬁj)r kath a)lll%lyep%? ﬁgg Eglta? rq{%l%?ﬁig card issued

tlon over
by thY Qgihe s The @layamﬂemﬁ cbﬁtﬁﬁah ﬂemEglaplﬁx mfph'ea,tlomrab outabe player
op er at or arti ular %reSSI

hlstqf@ab%@%‘%té’ndﬂpoémﬁ fiansgboyt e LA™ § e AR Tig the
casn?o lJn Lt ﬁﬁ?orﬁ%ﬁbﬁ’ hdu@ Eheﬁﬂk@atﬁhqﬂrtﬁe ﬂﬁy&@ﬁbhﬁg %f]ﬁgralﬂ Nkch as

econd set of gam ng machines for a second tine
theimulwl faceum@pter poinGeen comMips.cangd neagEres Hiesceres jof gheir worth to the

casn%c? act)xgart ﬁ% tl% g‘%ﬁt b h?)hag/ 2 9{1'53(‘1"’1{ él gtce{%a%u% ﬁlaHﬁﬁe %20 the SMS

rs o CaS|nO OOT
102 piogees Ghokéng sskipotortthe playerendarorsitoedithe pédyti’ s:bettlng, including

patterns. For npl e, sociating a high val ue .
Omplfloﬂ%r@s]é?ﬁ?én tjh%th@d’tercﬁPtlaﬁe %fotg‘é B TE3C oﬂfbda By Oé%%sf‘@lon or

game related information desired by the casino operator to assist in operation of the jackpot

operation system 106. Periodically, or upon request, the SMS 102 provides information
about players to the jackpot operation system 106, for example, for the jackpot operation
system 106 to determine if a player is eligible for a progressive jackpot, or alternatively, to
inform the jackpot operation system 106 that a particular player is eligible. Each gaming
machine 320 further includes a display panel (not shown) that the SMS 102 can address to
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machi nes tends to direct nore players to such

machi nes. [0038] After the progressive jackpot's basic
wa@easiobtrves are defined, the operator defines BCHES2004/026369

rules that apply to the progressive jackpot. In an

enbodi nent, a progressive jackpot's rules are
disp&tyrmmbageedi) ihe pldyer, twohms dlsipilayﬁngxhel bms't(mlér nBhencurrent tier status,

h#gctlog%. The "I f section g@ %ontalns one or

points, s@ius S dhe RTBHESH Yapckpek °58 E?%‘Pé&l MR Phe desired

[0033Ft | OBnSRER ff)lfafyeﬁog@ss’ix;b% adkipBTThdsl aPeB6F attHbBtes @REhIlEORSt govern its
map may to function calls that retrieve and eval uate

0pemher:( bythgijedkpat efssationisedernrlfm The aules.efia pipgessivs jegkpot specify
undég )ygl%lgfh%m}%ﬁt?qr% ol erssa¥es’ él?g?.l}%% 901‘ tﬁ%_]%{af%oﬁ,gﬂn%?/e ﬁagéé}%;é‘ﬁ g\fhlch the

asi‘no e con
jackpeyibifipeiion of Bool ean | ogi cor arithmetic eval uations

e.g... AND, OR, NOT, > < = etc.), or even fuzz
[003|(7bgi cUsing dieopsiier tergringl o dhe caung %Heéatgrpaée?wse & fghipot
oper@fibi QRtdn? 160810l RKGInM b e%§19§faﬁkﬁ&s IAEoRR4thi &:‘ﬁn@ﬁ a progresswe

progressive j ackpot. 039 one enbodi nent,
Jackpatcang@pnﬁgwpsatts @tnbswt énmnmnlmiex@e@, thg [peagresdive dﬁCkHWQ include

es ce ng..engi ne for defining and processing
the{ﬁgwnl é%mégé%cgated with each progressive jackpot. A

rul ese edxr@gess(\@ggﬂ@bpgﬂar{ g t he control term nal for
exanpl e) and processing engine is a software package

t hat ?slm@euad@mtwnamé and process the rules of a

progres ned L 0Qgr essi ve
i ackpot k]lgllf“ésshrg‘?g%? ﬂqeé)goggﬁéglvgt]%qug in the
pr ogressiryferﬂle%qﬁﬂzea 1 RaT: j3dipot FUrt her, ral es
engi nes are particularly benef|C|aI where there are a

As 1lla$tgéedrmm 1gnd ?lupregresmp Japlots eandercitherrongytycasige or apply
to mkl)llit‘r3 %?ﬂ)&) ies 1Hclﬁ%fuggrsu§s%§§f tht Qme l"é B%at?(ﬂlg lopﬁ) all of the casino’s

S a user- suc progressiv
locahaﬁsk@ et, an G@t@frﬁisé)-l\?vlde progesdodckpsit). rIn Ipeﬂlcuhr nige caasmo operator is
I ness user can r ehend

ableg) SHEEP G oDHEY Hoh EAREE TS AT DY | POBFASRS Ackpot, and i

furtif? %QE' t@%ﬁéﬁgﬁ RSt 8ssBBdtidHE NN GuriddBS calrSe 6ﬁﬁ|é‘ pRfressive
e context of the progressive jackpots

JaCkB?tSlt@]ﬁ Kavexpmplenthy casppreepesdtor mpg defiea m@@larmr@gfe&swemckpot
i bil
to ofirhliolia ibYerblly 8ol hCHRALAS, drll G pdltL B B Slours of
6amftb 6}6&1 ahéon aescoat sgidfigeming machirees fisragiceari ’Mﬂe paiddofdém Spm to
associated with the an1n chine that, the player _is
Gamy R P STRE CRAHRGIdp 0P PrageS S ot ta 8¢ Fafiic patterns
on tﬁme@,moaﬂdzfr Qg6 85 e pi‘(%?é%@i‘)@: Jdcﬁpd)triS 'irﬁfﬂ%ﬁéeeéﬂlch #hfic patterns. For
| ow ng ’|IStS sone exanp es condi ti ons (OI‘

examal'e‘ @9"@59“& tlaigh vhlge pm‘}@iiwélacgpcmwnh ypartipder growp ebgaming
mac{x%eg %dy & (ﬁre\/\@%tmhere]pr Jayerd S glaghlﬁésl gible. Player

rac P88 BIPaYed P i gani ng session
[0038] After the progressive jackpot’s basic attributes are defined, the operator defines a

set of rules that apply to the progressive jackpot. In an embodiment, a progressive jackpot’s
rules are structured in the form: “If [condition] Then [action].” The “If” section of the rule
contains one or more conditions that are associated with the desired action specified in the
Then clause. The conditions map may to function calls that retrieve and evaluate the
condition described from data available to the jackpot operation system 106 from various

computer systems in the casino. The conditions may use any combination of Boolean logic
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Amount of won/l oss during session Amount of coin-in
Pl ayer's hold percentage in gam ng session [0041] An
wexasplsoof an player eligibility rule is: "IfPCT/HIDO41026369
of coinin >% 00] AND [Pl ayer tracking tier =
D anond]) then [set player as eligible]." [0042]
or ariPi@ettdatlianen (e gt HENDaORpDIOT) pre ki eta), gygwegrﬁlaz()'doglc The

“The B 6¢ Qe AT G SERRAAGUES SRR DR EVE DA RSP tyyparticula

progfe@éﬁeja@k@f a player, a new player card-in, a player
card-out, and the |like. The nmessage w || |nd| cat e t hat

[0039k| evmnte embedimehiathydadkpokensration systernd 0Quees 2 rules editor and
rules. }‘ﬁ‘g%e%%%fg% (e:l’g%t%ll’lio H)l‘ %ﬁﬁlng aH& ?%gés’smg% fuije% rétséofcia@&lt\b@ﬁ‘ ea)ch

I'D, stand
progtedsing jackparg At ﬂnks @dmnf(gpdfmteh Iﬁm)m fbﬁ (OOJattwlmmhnatl Her epclaay)éer) and

procesmgrege i STRENY PACRROR AU PSS ARG FoR e il ofa

pro gf@!ﬂ% {Ec?ﬁﬁ e Befﬁ{e@ﬂi ﬁﬁ)gfe\éﬁvd: jadkRRatttibutes sRtinidsete stored in
i ne, and then eval uates _the evg L
C

the pmgrhssr\@s pcéf@g{?ﬂ n%ﬂh@kﬂ dfpathen rilgs engines pre RAracular)y bang
el Y2 e AR af! B o R Ra R REPLiNgsl pEyRAly. o

eithed caRY e rolesretine lpﬁnaﬁaally elmbles agisentroch os hpmgrﬂﬁﬁiﬁﬁ()ackBOtS
added to a.current |ist

|
operapt oy Hugoods o Files dsinaaBoetse il p EohSY Bt orp gesili s

compidBed P 1 reﬁﬂﬁngﬁf@r&%n@@'éﬂ kdtBnd10gPpdrichinelp hsstib@tRbéts and
am ng machi nes. [0043] One scenario is as follows. A

tumq;rbmgnbmmss@mtr@u&ecgam ng session at a gam ng machi ne 120

004 o RS L8 PRI AT 30 1 SRR BE s

usedbylayé?t&hgﬂﬁlﬁityrrﬁlad eid ﬁlndlng tate lrlc[les:i The fliner SiEbLORulsiefine the

102 eries th t abase 104 and.o
condiemnindes i P Briors eliehik O RoR art e b flociated
Wlthpché‘gfrﬁmﬁ Iﬁdcﬁfne tRA S br 8o IRAL St Phe ARbinkhee rilkedefiRahe rate at

then initiates a gam ng session record for the
whlcpnl eayxegresslmjaglmqii@ lﬁ@ilen@mgplﬂie Tollewige dissispge cramaplss of

cond 535 P B BR8P 0o i

is eligislkpot operation system 106 indicating the player's
account ID, tier, and gam ng nachine I D, and the
'reIPéEWéﬁtf%Féﬁ%tlerhe j ackpot operation system 106

t he is a progressive jackpot for
'fhé%lnagﬁp I&Iﬁdé ind Eé%%rlg%hl ne, and if so, evaluates
§ hevh e opf;vohﬁl&sdahﬂgmblbnr espect to the player
eligibility rules. If the player is immediately
el |139n@hé0€emg-m the progressive jackpot only requires
E,rtmgﬁrp? er.tier. Qustlmqo m ni mum | engt h of
bl ay®6F S e8RS egF ms‘%al%lp% ¥8Qbires play on a
[00413r t | AHleREmBIRIE B phREligMilitytrlile is: #¢K kefovapef @lin on>$100] AND
system 106 1 nstructs the SMS 102 f' spl ay a nessage
[Playey tragking|tigy sDiamond} the dggt p@W%frﬂS§§}81b e].

[0042] In one embodiment, the jackpot operation system 106 receives messages from

..4

the SMS 102 each time a player’s state changes, such the total amount of coin-in by a
player, a new player card-in, a player card-out, and the like. The message will indicate that
relevant state change or status, along with identification of the player, and identification

information (e.g., game ID, property ID, stand ID) identifying the gaming machine 120 at
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informng the player that he is eligible for the
progressive jackpot. If the player is not inmediately
we@bkiogioii7eg t hen the SVMS may di spl ay not hi ng, 0PCT/US2004/026369
alternatively may display a nessage indicating the
amount of time or coin-in remaining until the player
whidhsthe plagértik ncaiefl. &lstig thagdming nzachinp adentifitatidmgnformation, the

. .eligibility condjitions. As the player.conti.nues .the . .
jackptfarion RISV BB el VHER P QUGB LRI R A el it this
gamHREh AR afy Skl BvalPfes the Evax diflrespetittb thdyHager @Ugibildy rules. If
current coin-in or playing. tinme. The jackpot operation
the pigxer begontes cligiblaier e nrperswivedadage infagnasionddentifyipg g player
| i : . :
(e.g. Sg g{a&% %E%ﬁh&dﬁ%, e@%ﬁ? fﬂgﬁégg%nﬁrﬁl?eﬂo_ H‘Rfexffg Sa&dd 8" current

recel ves tatus Infornation from
list dfledigBlESplagRs. aAttcmutyaptthsjatkmet bpdrationedystem 146t ddds te ID of the
eligibility rules.tq determ ne. whether a player is

gamgyg rg?"g’f“é:" @&rllsgo‘ﬁﬁﬁ@@ﬁ%%‘?% 1?%@}?6& . In an alternative
[0043D0dbARHenat R aSMTIWRN 2P Ry drieun® \é%aﬁﬂﬁ%fb@siﬁﬁ at d'€aming

ayer eligibility rules, and informnms the jackpot
macgm rl30 bp inssiise el s tagkdrecasd igo &e@g}m&@@@}ﬁg@s card reader. The

i el qi I . 3 )
plas it Bl 107 LRy GO0 pAIEnd U B ESSR, eSS 102
quetidsnkeplayer databhseddpend ehtainsrdagrfess itheepljyecispotount teeord, such as

ligjhilit I | d flect. thi t d. .
the pgeb e uiily el nons prd B i FERSYES R goming
sesslonfdor® fdrdhdplaidryint RidtROS LeiRPIM, HRSstaih g Anfd@f ehedsession, the

mnimumrate (or anmount) of coin-in over a selected
gamingrraghind 15y staad &0, andureRerty iph The 3phe 48 frrdpe sraseagedo the
eSO FLRASE AP e AP SRS 05580 finld machin
ID, spdatheé telattddath h&hé judlepe ogenatiopsystpne 584G daerjraodspatiether there is a

Droggal 1B TP T e B R ab5 O P B8 BT of the
datal vAGKRGpect BNHe bi&@éﬁé}ﬁgﬂﬂg@ rARB UTth SHeYd iOimh&Bately eligible (e.g., the

progressive neter(s) 103. The funding rate(s) for a
progyesstyedaskpoiconlnrsaptes spartigdarplaey tieh bylana mbanmggggth of play or

con L0 2R T OS¢ oo

systan 186 $mtrutie tifeeSS, 10840 dzplagiamudsesge oo thegllater ve thedogpl display

. .+31 per mnute) values. .T | ackpot oper ati syst em

inforyeRGrAIANE oA 6 e IR QT PR oSk ot B Do o ot

imnRU RV Bl diBleTthen theQSNIE MayRNGIMy Mﬂﬁg%ﬁémﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁmaz ditplay a
manages pronotional or other special events at the )

mesgagsiipdicatimg|tagigheunt ehtimgoreein-is yenapinghatil the playesisbgible, if

r i J: nf or ' o i
suctf RERERE S B LESREMIRY LSttty KRt Bfter nftRl S plaver, the
SM$ e¢nde Vinkhea iriesgigtdrio thejadkpuy opatiion syiseem 106G farexample with the

fgctors include vari rre unt. of

playﬁ & GHEEY ceAa-ip an%glg]g tings, rﬁ%{;gﬁ@ﬁﬁéﬁeﬁ 1op§.y§temall6% evaluates these

messages as before.

[0044] In the scenario just described, the jackpot operation system 106 receives event
and status information from the SMS 102 and evaluates the information with the eligibility
rules to determine whether a player is eligible for a progressive jackpot. In an alternative
embodiment, the SMS manages the evaluation of the player eligibility rules, and informs the

jackpot operation system 106 whenever a player becomes eligible or ineligible.
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Current nunber of card-in players Rate of card-in by

pl ayers Current nunber of players at tier X (X is one
woeoosotB0©f the player tracking tiers) Rate OPCTHSZ04/026369

by players at tier X Current nunber of all players

Total amount of coin-in for all open gam ng sessions
[004Bpt e 1afsitetions iwherdfRhtingeaclandseaPo thdt dgans't hayerachiendess are

hnkeéjstggxé]ﬂmigggg 7 \ésgoig]?pgélggwp]%@t,té%;%{% 3% IuﬁLre?le&ﬂ tlt'us fact,
and 19152 Gints 4Re b Mﬁthnﬁéd nABRES gib1B Wr rﬁ@)’hrﬁit SRgibNIk ’eéﬂ:ﬁose

er ‘gam ng machi nes. External factors that may
machisesiwbsh haveld ngmnmrreraéftﬁ@d pmpwrty o Beadn-ithows 2isplgelpe ﬁm@menod

(e.g ﬁ”é’Bﬂ?)n qg %.}‘Iﬁ)gg!%c egg(%lﬁXgeelrs %X?ﬂ tggseogqgeréj&ltﬁamgw%r tracku}g cards to

provil&ya mﬂﬁﬁﬁuﬁf level @) garhe plgiabideyto qatifipfanthe mdephmdeat progressive
roons Special event status (e.g., holiday,
JaCkB‘Ptom)tl onal event) [0048] As can be readily

[004?? Pregy trz?c@ r&l§§dé¥fneﬁ16@zqh@ Dokt SpErli &S syRicaY | GERwill

_ enendous TTexibility to the tasino operator to
increyhend (cltamegnebmvmadgmé%d \ﬂ@r?‘tafdk@ amounisherss en ilgarroggesie,

o33 1047 TS oo By N BB RNEcsBEIRY be AR GBI, and
whetdWa@laBRIm& bebdsed ma&tlfeaﬁﬁahsl or [eﬁﬁﬁﬁi] fabsorsnothad ﬁa’(ﬂm@;ates may

the casino o erato may .defj ne re ive j.ack
be exprggseed 5@?@%& q%)plpliltﬁ] grﬁﬁggg g 1gute)ovahues The

Jackﬁbtr o&a‘é{ﬁﬂbﬁ@ §em'1b6 %ﬁﬁmkﬁﬁlcgﬁ’&isrv@i% B&ﬁttheeﬁqﬂ 102 @R& bh¥r systems
pl ayer eligibility rules for the

(e.gpr o@amsswenem,?mg@pﬁnt syFigm thatamplagss promational or Oiélﬁbfﬁl?@ﬁltai/e\’ents
{
ARt S SBGFTyAS Spl, WF pain

infofRA MY tPsp@ihfprmativa dboti thit Mtehlnenidrextesndd Zzﬁffbrs for evaluating the
Simlarly, there my be 8ther di fferences in terms of

%m%‘;i’éf‘rm@qsellme‘iﬂahfa@ﬁ% iBFlags sRehrveHRblew s any ot her

el i gi t he funding rate rules
can a@é%é#t&d{ate (grpfr?ékge%#gzaékéett ween the properties,

sueh @srréigifgiinetaght s or other factors to evaluate the
significance of a condition relative to one property
or *anoreH number ebcarhinelayers undi ng rate

¢ Rate of card-in by players

e Current number of players at tier X (X is one or more of the player tracking tiers)

e Rate of card-in by players at tier X

o Current number of all players

o Total amount of coin-in for all open gaming sessions

¢ Rate of coin-in

e Hold percentage of gaming machines
[0047] These variables are preferably associated with, as appropriate, the gaming
machines linked the progressive jackpot of interest, but may also include other gaming
machines. External factors that may be used as funding rate conditions are those
independent of the particular players, jackpot, or gaming machines. These factor include,

for example:
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rale may be defined such as: If [(0.50 x current
nunber of card-in players at Property #1) + (the
we@eosentrocaunber of cardin players at Property BQ)/US2004/026369
500] Then [funding rate = $N dollars/mnute]. [0050]
In general, any conbination of internal or external
f aGt OTEn@6f @§s any nunber propertl es may be used to
define funding rates for progressive jackpot. [0051] h
addltD@ﬂOfW€d<rules engi ne, many ot her enbodi nents are
possi ple | I creating the rales for a new progressive
Jac'kp ?a ?—ag exarrpl e, for greater flexibility, the
r alees Ogeupne} Mhotddbsinde configured to accept straight
text according to a predefined progranm ng | anguage.
Befeor Spwaluenglttsta@m(agehobdeo'hpromocblgn@l@yemb jaCprt t he
| es ,gener at or..woul d
0o AT RO bR Pt OE s vk BineE RSB bR Hlndons
flexftikityGé @@t dasigio PHaGioe sShtieture &iélﬁﬁ@gressn{eq&ﬂ@bt |Als dd3eribed above,
embodi nent, progressive jack npl at es” are us

ed
the (hREME THSIL 2 EREFEIVeBikPHe-R S s Vet e A dn FEspise 10 any of the

desl?éﬁﬁﬁfélrﬁal‘@t‘@ft@mapfa%her prise-level operator wants to
[tTmt the ability of |ocal property-level operators to

[0049] st oris neted@bave, freogsiss s»p&retor amk ;deﬁse a progeagsie iaalsm that

the enter 'L e-| evel er |des the ca
oveghs By eRRPP T SR8 Qb ERor hpTee s nog cach
propegfyitant &s b@A sét cﬁ‘@ﬂ@@i éﬁglb‘iﬁfy rafes fhethé progfeseingljackpot. For
attributes of the gr essive jackpot pre-defined. The

examplen plza Bkt progety @h@Pg wfor thepragiessifrieePot Mgy e basedion a
mintH ﬂrﬂ %Foon?ﬁfjof(mbﬁ WhdrOW ¢ ‘gfetsgmn%l?a gotfhe GSihin@iA coin-in

e parameters or attri starting
is $zm e%mahdy,t thﬁsemaygamthfg drfgertrices llatgsm:mfaﬂawn ger minimum playing

tim, 5k T b T B b R T R BEGaodce

dlffd:raﬁé@r@ @Eﬁzvdéﬁ lﬂt@rbﬁkﬁués siidhed ubiag evdigﬂteoﬁﬁherahdtm@ e‘ba)luate the
the tenplates, In this manner, the enterprise operator

signgligangs PoAFANEIaNgERHV S TomePESPerty of ANqthsr AFoesamales? fanding rate

ruleJ1 m&effngdb&& articular players by |ocal
tom zat1 on eligibility rul es, but constrain the

If [(Dd@ad cupreet mmmberwtﬁ cardﬁrrpla(yérs BhErosblzse#b)rfr (tbe @reent minhbdr of card-

in o} PSR S SRR LhSbPIER S oSl 0t The

[0058CKpOln @Refaithy Borﬁhﬁﬁﬁtﬁiﬁ &Gﬁtehﬁl bh@t&ﬁil&ﬁmﬂa atioeaBf number
sel ection of winners of a pratgresswe j . ackpot..
12

ProRestiesTERY he used éo fiefg@kfp@fim%fféqs § DRSSy Ey &igplpat. n cl udes a
[Oﬂmgdofﬂ ﬁﬁillt?tﬁlttb ‘Mfﬂe?lg me:ﬁ aarg sSR! for creatlng

, or con gura e C|r U|t or gressive
the fdeskfooa newarogréssivie dackpatt Fop exmlvle,rfosg@a’fenﬂdﬂﬁhtga tegeks

geniyief EpuidPe ERntighue bk SrpaeH anrois tod afegRBEFY programming
languaBd. EBefdfd AMirdghBe MAGHORE PRIgREEIVE Thc Hﬁ&h@e in$lB3 gehlefitoraldifd check
e

I's then eval uated to determ ne r it is a w nning
it foy gynfex ererss dhistwraildgixg amighyleyed of ﬂ@mhﬁléh foreperaders dprpreaiing

progressive jackpots.

[0052] In one embodiment, progressive jackpot “templates” are used where more
control by the casino is desired — for example where an enterprise-level operator wants to
limit the ability of local property-level operators to customize local progressive jackpots. In

such cases, the enterprise-level operator provides the local operators with progressive
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with the value is deened a wi nner. There a variety of
ways in which the random sel ecti on nechani sm can be
wo psenmemt ed. [0054] In a first enbodi nent, thECT/HIHON026369
sel ecti on nechani smuses "pull-tab"” type logic to
sel ect a value for evaluation. A pull-tab table is
jackpobreatplates, mdwrsr a/template hasreesgldotediset afdmaioiesand esbutenof the

of th [ flash
RENTEEC R A NONTEY
fundifg ritacig @hl}ﬁmmusﬁim@atmefﬂcé&ﬁn oﬁi&ﬁr@@bérbﬁbtefs&ﬁ aftributes,

contains a precaonfigured distribution of values that
such as staging dates grd iimss gamatsfdmhlwsaq%%twmatﬁlng%l%rﬂena and the
hkew'l“ﬁél 10'391 5p|3f‘atc51’é ALY 18 Sh¥Stor AR 10&9{ cr@ﬁf@?ﬁgﬁ‘e& dllvg jdekpdtS using
desired have a progressive jackpot w
the lnmte@ @@seoubt setlaliowet(yrthé teimpigteso fIn hismianggr, thh@ntemrse operator
cnf P 2R RO DI 80P Gy foves b o
cusiontlzg@hiof ghgbmtﬁ ngés, bet @nstraid the 186 opé’t@tol" asferd$ OMBB ﬁlﬁe or rate
contq%l n a code. value indicating a losing entry

& RERGHTSSIEP kel BSR4 M s Aol dehutect ﬁrdo@@ﬁsure
[0055]e pahl ﬁh@lbasgt ; ﬁth@ ack Qtr dtl@h% s"i‘é}ﬂ 18% ? #HRUERhi&on or

val ue stored e cur ocat on to determne |
selecgon hﬁwmnnnsm g pecvgrcsmvedﬁckpou r Senerslhye they h¢kpbaoparamnesystem 106

1nclg§é/s ar god% sel g) en?,?v,'g g‘glé’??eWﬁi&‘ (Waysdeﬁﬁo tead oglbl# cgnﬂgurable

circhit aFogaaah @fﬁg@@‘ilvte heckgor theche ckiR bpér'aﬁé‘h slistehd 1 (W HabYEes, it
faor the progressive |jackpot, while not subjecti Qﬁg t he
periedicplne@iser e ioral ‘%ecﬂetgné‘pféfl@w pymber of jan gdex Apg stared Arpdomly

asm%ﬁ @l'é))ﬁm {He RalfR¥n seiédBioh ﬂqe'cﬁeﬁusrn@ n@f?@]}rdggé nféftﬁ?oéé)gg,ﬁﬁted to

tiple whners in a very short tine
deteTmeneagleasiodrat is @rwmmng Vglalm bicponthe Iplayer @Tgaaimgmlablanep hsaycaated

Witl%‘%ltegva eﬁ%ﬁa I 181)\‘1 ege a\tl %’e‘?}béﬁé\h Vs é%ﬁl%%/ éﬁp%aanﬁ?rﬂ selection

me@lﬁﬁlsmrdaﬁtﬂbmiﬁplemehﬁd | ackpot operation system 106
taing a table of eligible pl ayers and updates the

[00%1b| eln @i ambp%merlé ﬂzfsratlm Sﬂ@@onmﬂc HHIUSCS PyBvieb” type
logiRtGYEES 2 WaRe %#b%[uaﬁ@ﬁ dA 1165 Eﬁ) ?t%) ng}éntlﬁzmvﬂigh may be in

SESSI on) or otherw se be one |ne
rangsmo gcroessmmaoqyaﬁkhmjackpﬁh epcvratmimys@el Hft pom mhacvptmah or
t hen mai ntai Rs an dex into,this table
madp B0 nfeBoRt PeRB ERb DSl 1k ko kpefivioR Stam 406, The pu-
tab tableontaiist procor@igugidiidtiibytidnalivelued that fellBElane &@h@@ biobability
mechani sm can either increnent the index in the

distgpwtinnpfor wigpingibe Progessive J#rkret: eberarample, Hahig dasitediphave a
prob STl ARG of 0 B 8 P BBt ot
tab tabtercemtalnys I) O@L(tﬂOeenp;riay@tesaf v[lﬁﬂﬁlﬁ]ran'ﬂbmly ser}wugl toetore a code

ction of a ue,, t he tab t.abl e
val i A g g LR Vo RSB i Bemiie <SeEpEisiipring o
losif@ bi@tsyt (“0T). Menehadd osirsedeiva nfshafisn eHeh ek eHBSd1Ezh the pull-tab table
selecting a pull-tab entry and player in a regul ar

as aﬁgr,opggﬁe @n@ﬁyﬁ%@q,tes thg valag 51‘,9fﬂdeat thefagrent location to determine if is the

winning entry. Of course, the pull-tab table may have multiple winning entries, instead of
just one, if desired. The benefit of a pull-tab table is that guarantees the correct probability

distribution for the progressive jackpot, while not subjecting the casino operator to the
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per mnute h a different enbodi nent, the selection is
event driven, for exanple, each tine a player or
wore@hionsoé s added to the eligibility table. [OPSIUSAS4/626369
yet a further refinenent, one or nore jackpot
determination rules may be defined. A jackpot
potetieiblatgi afatridom fiuthleer geddraeswhick npgyr duiretogtsaridom nature, pick

sel ection.of a v e fromthe pull-tab table, and the
mulEBlﬁd’flPﬁl%ﬁgl%ﬁ%Fﬁ%ﬁf“@ﬁ figmeh paraneters operate h this

[0033TDOdTAE Asocibiitth dfal dg%nﬁﬁg M’Jablﬁﬂe &nélfgﬂﬁé plafertwigh Pelchrrb@tpull-tab

table are evaluated is varied a function of any o
valuelwhishanayorrsnay s be pivgaring ﬁtﬂéi?)n@n bgvasusdy erawigpeedt &p gne
I
embldﬁ entt Gné ga@fqgoq op&]taﬁoﬁ 51@ o ) Sﬁggléafrlrlgsga ttl'jlglg fog I H%Bfeﬁﬁié)ye?s and
updﬂ:tasthla Oa‘tﬂ@&r aﬁdqﬂayeﬁms tbeg@q’qallﬁl aiad foackpod pﬂy&rewﬂm rétheraard-out
rul e define the selection rate e entr
Ceripiits BEF ST S90S CRBERPEberers TREIGIPTs Gt dhe gretsife Jackpor

The rﬂﬁfo%@ﬁectuhﬁtmécﬁarﬂsrﬁ ﬁie‘h'n‘i‘aﬁmﬁﬁl@ afflidtek @nt%ﬁ@ tdbe afd AsBciates the
nore than 500 eligible players. [0058] an

currgntipsdlfab entey with del (vsient indeveintthe sHgidbdite &atbﬂeo nl hegandon sglection
mecpérﬁ?maca %R?é%%di‘é&ﬁ&ﬁ thSRR&! i%ttﬁé f;ﬁé}bﬁ’iﬁg@f)@tﬁ tﬁelhr%x%’ éln§ﬁ

eva on as a W nni ng e ayv
rand@;ﬁﬂWﬁ&J‘Ve Theaindexl 0 0D Bif 20t Vﬂiﬁﬁlogﬁﬁhe ehgibdity tabledistssthe gaming
0 e th a reshol d e .set to desired |evel
machieS PHsE s Rel PO by S TR | £ {he yomer ot o
[005(?}I ueThStiggelor e@on €8 $alub %n{ 188 phli§5aBledn a1 be variously
he entry is a winning value. Any of the previously

conﬁlglg@qi i eanerembiedasentte radomsdleetionagsdeniameonetases on periodic
€ e t [

basi SRR p A Sl g Bl 8 P Bt s P aple, one
per mark@oln Dot ﬂﬂb@yméletmhk@ﬂestﬁﬂds eeerrdaisag dortaxatmpie, each time

SM5 102 .i.ndj c éc{]‘l% g ai Q]l%r has been sel ect ed,
apl@f?&l%@é@i‘lﬁ? Kgdded fodag gl tyoJ‘Ia he player 1D or the
[Oogﬁm N@ s AREH Afthbefherh&R, Mebdinite Eﬂcﬁf{&rdetemﬁla%dl&elﬁay be

his information to send a message to the disp

deﬁp@ch eh ] @kpothtetmnm‘tlng rgp éyfémeséh@mmngtewé@mqlf@u@z 9%[ a value from
the 1'1] Qati)q]aﬂg Betheﬁéo%;éﬁfop% ng%ea %%ﬁ Jﬁ%t( ﬁax‘%%te&gngerate Int 1s

FOgressve oper a

embbylﬁilﬁm tho tats hlls.{blﬁﬂlﬂ Snthb@mfth@pkulngabdﬁblé Ia& qsmhlgfeé ssvamd asa
ack nd sendi [ reSS|ve met e

s B R D oot MR SHorbil S Gruio ol he
funcgﬁ% {‘é?@fortﬂ% FbERsdINCR RN lor Ay ofBH k@ de%ﬁféd %efulI l?y tge casino

erwi se indrcate 't he wi nning anount,
opexalasa rﬂoy exangilelagackpot Melmlwiong'ubllweieﬁaﬁ @w}wtl@t 19ég ' be one

entry Relt it %ht gulL %6[94 €2 £ g {)gsre tg %@98&' {@ a[%té) Il e}lttxlllgs RSF minute

vent1 on €€en scusse as Speci
whehah¢t g e tha JocHRilsplapers.he cont ext of a casino.

These_progressive jackpots nmethods and systens are
lOO%ﬁivan%@b%wa\}wa pdigient, thsrapia &6l %wpe{l&@&ﬁ%@@nfus?s a random

nunftRs EARFatse Rhdek tmlﬁkgfo? %zﬁﬁzﬁfoh%gﬁ’wﬂlﬁﬁ@ ¥§t['y & ample a

I nvention can be applied broadly to nmany oth
value between 1 and 10,000,000. The generated value is compared w1th a threshold value
set to desired level of probability for a winning entry. If the generated value is equal to or
less than the threshold value, the entry is a winning value. Any of the previously described
methods may be used to associate the generated value with an eligible player or gaming

machine.
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enterprises to encourage patronage of the enterprise's
goods or services. For exanple, the present invention
weansher7aced to facilitate progressive jackpotBCT/HS1004026369
fields of credit cards, airline frequent flyer mles,
entertai nnment, dining services, shopping, and on-line

[00500t | Vihen o Widhihk eii’frgz if goneMdNthe QP61 dpletation @Fsté @ 06 sends a
enbodi nents of the | nvention has been fresented f or
[

mesgage B thepdded Vg findirating thal e vwrnehgs Berdicelepieopnd nrevifing at least
one'd@the r}:ﬂﬁ}%? #5dr iR ARiSXRaUTH P oOhe Wnﬂlhé'%fayérh & 'he SMS uses this

invention to the precise forns disclosed.” Persons
infogatidreid send & messagk évthatdisptay peael oaghe winditgplayeats gmmgg machine

i var atlon are 0ssi bl.e |n I
207 pErredhd PSP SRR B PR RER Rohet b pilliaf dee
Jacl@be@pefmttbnd@stb@m 06lrasads ha rfmmengmdﬁe 3.3 gtdaavs pekpcftj :md sending a
di ments of the |ndependent progressi ve jackpo
ﬂ%&&%ﬁ%&%‘\fﬁe@t%épé. iFplyingdhe cuesphrnrwy of I&ﬁrpﬁ@sswwackpot

to sfo?‘iﬁ&Eﬂn&?mfgo RGER! Fash bl ofh%rv@}lgkeﬁl@fcgtr&hé 'm ﬂ%&h&&ﬁ“wﬁl@ﬁ will be

e 1 nvention be |1 mted not I's detail
cleadlefsmblpm tm ,wibuing pigykeandoyanyashers &i the cmtpe n d e d
A copput er

[OO{@LSL ¥efehr§ed eng},oggpgggl t e vaggﬁ%r}'rgfeavg%% ?L},?(s',)e as s%emﬁcally

appﬁ@cm@rprégrﬁguveg@él{p@fbﬁhltlﬁhgcoaltdﬂ of @bdsinG. AhegAPfop@sIIRCTaLIGRSSs
as_associ at with a progressive jackpot; funding the

metb?féfgqnéwt@es pr&a@wtta&?@rlﬂ@ appliedrielPragrosaiv e Jackents forsatipeeand
othé} a&%@éﬁergﬁgers eh&vh&e? iy ﬁ:ﬁelﬁfon cdf g? ?ﬁi@dtb?@adﬁ}uf&qhﬁgf other

e 15 | ndepenhdent of paytables o he gam ng
ente:rpmsh:s tescodage gatadnage) of thd ievderjuise’s gba@seomemicesh Eog@qmpgl;e the

e CaePapeg Pt hiola Tyl et RO SRR dn U AT At cncs
alrll\frﬁ %h@éﬂt ﬂ@eﬂ 18164, efBRai@meh) @ingild @hﬁd:ds sﬂioﬁylﬁg SaridSonéline activity.
t he progreSS|ve j ackpot e met hod of

(00631 mThg {rescinhdeEpiiaf th"gefab?ﬂ“@l?lﬁﬁ of fhednvegtian hgs been
pres%ﬁféﬁ fOthe 3&18@%%%?'11%59‘3’(13% %ﬂﬁr&scﬁ{ ﬁ)ﬁeﬁsl %6t ihAGEAPH be exhaustive

conpri ses? designating a roup o gam ng
or tortiuil the suvantien foiths precias lfomxs plisofpeed. yPersona skilled in the relevant art

camgrk i SR RS b P 25 P gl By B e Move

teachétlal 6l beiticORr, marﬂ]hﬁnﬁ’@éﬂ%%ﬁd opectticadRign c‘hbﬁés&tdii be made to the
designating a plurality of gam ng.machines

spegifg wbaqhewnw af hexindersgden §r%esfslé(e w@spoté é]ﬁ%?m ée%cnbed herein
Wlﬂgiﬁl? g%ﬁ% plfle f?H tRfe cggg%pfbg TRUUE6R thfale Pt the scope of the

sting
invention be limited not by thls detalled descr1pt1on but rather by the claims appended

hereto.
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progressive jackpot funded fromthe paytables of the

gam ng machines. 4. The nethod of claim, wherein
waele®sgravé ng a plurality of gam ng nmachi nes coP@EF/USHE84/026369

associ ating the progressive jackpot with a first group

of gam ng machines during a first period of tine, and
Iclé@msoci ati ng the progressive jackpot with a second

group of gam ng pachi nes_during a secaond period of

tinke. . AReMREEHERPIgNCRpd Methodof coplicting apraesgssiye Jackpot, the
metBSEOGhMidiAg a group of gaming machines with a

plurality of progressive jackpots, each progressive

j ackpignatinigd plerklityooizgagpeginp¢hinesyas @swotiafsdayid a progeessive jackpot;

pl ayer. ckin [ oqr. . _The et h of claim
i aFEfink PRSI uitog d Rl R SaBhe tipgyy where
W th the pirgoessiofindaakpic finklinases dmlepe@fehi 6f paytables of
patterns in the casing. 7. The nethod of claim1,
further ;oﬁﬁ;gagxlvp@ma_ 5% ng attributes of the
pr - . g ) .
R AGIREIRY P BBl o
further conyograspirigjackpatyisegiatddevithuihdigaginginachines; and
response .t o rrent. lev of,. gam actjvit the .
garere i RebtL kS o o iR LB S i A B 8 ol Bogressive
j ackpot. Ojackpme. met hod of claim1, further conprising:
2 or S THiqepbbRhiat L oriereAdrgHREHPHES S 0! Biing machines
as a%o@&%%itﬂ@p&c%?&ﬁ% jackp&*&%nﬁﬁ%&@d of claim, further

conprising: varying the funding rate in response to a

c urdesignatingbrst goup bfigamisg aachines afanfinvcasino piropssly in a first

associ ated. w th..t he ogressi ve jackpot. .. The nethod

of ol aim . THHCHey St o SechT ERBD of garpile gchmes at a
rate in resqonseasim @opeityri@atsecundyerisddtionl ayers at the
gam ng chi nes_associ ated with the progressive . .

j ackpot nﬂ)ﬁdﬂﬂg of Gaig} t-avheseip designating 3 Ryraly o samingmaachines

asa%&ﬁtéd%ﬁ?ﬁ?ro%@ééﬁ'v@?ac tlcBRpgads ng machines. 12. The
nmet hod of claim 1, further cConprising: varying the

f urigsigyatingt segronp pEgasing machines Wat are alreadsiceupled witheh existing
DT BBl SR AU A TR B Lo F AL da 5 hines.

coupled to e ga
4, The method of claim 1, wherein designating a plurality of gaming machines
comprises:

associating the progressive jackpot with a first group of gaming machines during a
first period of time, and associating the progressive jackpot with a second
group of gaming machines during a second period of time.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

associating a group of gaming machines with a plurality of progressive jackpots,
each progressive jackpot limited to a specific type of player in a player
tracking program.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the designation of gaming machines

associated with the progressive jackpot is based on traffic patterns in the casino.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
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associ ated with the progressive jackpot. . The nethod
of claim, further conprising: varying the funding

WO 2108/017106 esponse to a current nunber of pl ayePGI/E$2084/026369
selected tier in a player tracking club. 14. The
met hod of claim11, further conprising: varying the
f undéfinghgr Bt iBuics of BSPEsHEEssive jackpol ihelading atsearbdaté\dCdn initial
pl ayers froni{a selected tier in a player tracking club
i nsert pl alASKPARORPhg cards into card readers coupl ed
toghe gﬁ{QrH&hS‘@Sf‘élﬁ%?la}ﬁﬁR&'c%ﬁﬁsM?Ih the progressive
jackpot. . The method of claim t her conpri sing:
varwaryigg thtrefumdmgi raﬁglnrrasr@nsmtoraecslp@n@eveﬂ@f gambigaalctmjmmhe

of coin-i n the am n associ at ed
o ooy bt veahinelTiHiE; BoHRER R EBERRAE tber, { ne
COnpr i SITtg:mMﬁde/bfl@aﬁme flittheticogiptising: i N response to

the hald p nta e. of the gam ng chi nes associ at ed
wi tHEARS e fﬁ@fﬁ@%@% VB IPSRAREOY, exterqﬂagaa # Hilgpesrden| ofithg gaming
further COHﬁEhlﬁéMtH@f)ﬁb'gf&sﬁr@FacfcﬁHﬂd' ng rate in

response to a current tinme period. . The nethod of
cl ali0m , Therméthed ebetpini k,ufngherwampnﬂlggt he funding rate

IOP Ea?y; %ﬁlsq‘}ug reartg HGEE %rﬁgé/ tﬁ’ currgrrltorgue betr Rgp#}m{a ﬁtg\e gaming
rate in respomaes ds@ocﬁaté@ﬁ/ﬁhaﬂle regRisinciatkpot.ng at a

casj no cont ai gl ng . the ? ge machi nes associated with

t helTpr ogriedusthed phelpigyl, fusher comprisighod of claim,

wheygiif iRGuHASHMin @fnbStod GO Matie? Bf Py érk' ijﬂhe %ammg

rates, including a base rate and at | east one fundi

rate that mdnlemsomtecﬂwhélmwsg@mvebas@ot whdihaye mserted a
rﬁfjlew dual Sla Vel ytléarcgm dlhl%{o caid rrclea Sl pgegiitoggea%%ni% ggfaghines.
to Mi.n the mdsth@d eﬁ@amel,jfaﬂk@%m@ﬁﬁmgj ses: applying
eligihility rules to the players at the ganing .

e CHTES theduping Fe Aot PHHGRSE %P@’%?Chééﬂw insegpplayer

The et hododyifd &irfl thto MEFRLEs G@&dl&ﬂ%tth@ GarhfAg 'nchﬁHx%L

pl ayers at the gam ng machines as eligible town
pr ogr essi v@ssm@ﬂcémlthdbﬁpmgmsveJaskmtw ng pl ayer

i nf.gr mat4,0n I r. fr pl ayer tracking
dat %bas e’fhsetn&%gg&' bt clal?n P ft s com%nm%g

varying the funding rate in response to a current number of players at a selected tier
in a player tracking club.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

varying the funding rate in response to a current rate at which players from a selectéd
tier in a player tracking club insert player tracking cards into card readers
coupled to the gaming machines associated with the progressive jackpot.

15.  The method of claim 1, further comprising:

varying the funding rate in response to a total amount of coin-in at the gaming
machines associated with the progressive jackpot.

16.  The method of claim 1, further comprising:

varying the funding rate in response to the hold percentage of the gaming machines
associated with the progressive jackpot.

17. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
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hi storical information about the player; and
determ ning fromthe player information whether the
w@b@ygmet7706 el i gi bl e for the progressive jackpoPCT/BS2004/026369
The met hod of claim 1, wherein designating individual
pl ayers at the gam ng machines as eligible to win the
pr ogargsgithefundmigpate it msporiss @sa cwlrxent titderpgriedi gi bil ity
rul i nJesponse.tp.a. player starting a gam ng
sesE?‘on Eﬁeﬁgg’gﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁéhﬁ‘é@r%ﬁ% ed with the
Pr OQUreBEHNETUnaRIERRk in ZAponkb & ABSRAFarRY 0L 8HA.L,
wher el n desi gnating individual players at the gam ng
nachi-nesThemsthogioprlain d, firther ¢pansisonge essi ve j ackpot

oML _ : AN L es ‘0
o Py the RAGRHA0Gh RbDld 4 kel LRI b BRER AT S
reader coupbedining te gaminggnashirtes nssoaiakdoviét e pydgidssivb §ackpot.
progressive jackpat. .25 The nethod.of claim1, . )
Rhertn: BRCmERENRRGR g Wi ate iy ntseGis s funbapione! funding

rats¥PIROINARE Ausetdt@hdd £ 16051 HAGnE Bie A MRIsR oP 18 ElseSthe base
tier in a player tracking club. 26. The nethod of

fundingirafe, wherein desi gnating individual players at the

A . 7o . . ST s .
gars 0 RG0S 9 L S FRIRELIES L AILIR Ao i
maghadsias eligible tHhvan it progreefivegihacipot dompdies:ei n desi gnat i ng

i ndi vi dual .. er t th am machi nes as eligible,
corpPLObE @b BAFTre T e Plati e B mG b St gith the
pl ayer at tphgremivepakpachi ne. 28. The method of claim

1, wherein desi gnat i ng individual players at the

gam’ g nhnngibed gEclaim 4 wheseiaslepignasing iedividnal pyers aithe gaming

apmu o COL -] .0l -ayer he _.gam ng machi ne.
maZé. '?gl gﬁ lbtfeﬁtgg"lg@%ég%%&lgJ\%%@Pte?gnméfg%s‘gnati ng

i ndicvdiving lplayeaipérmation tivert gemlagr franhd pleger asclehg ghthbase storing

conpri ses determni.n rate of coin-in by the player

at the ganﬁﬁgorﬁri%ﬂif%&a%%?boﬁﬁgwd’g?ﬁﬁ&n f claimi,

whededrihiglag ieRathe E&ybﬂﬂfdﬂn_ﬁti@ﬂ wREBKEhS pRYerlib 81 B1Y 95the

machi nes as eligible conprises determ nihg an

ef fective REAZESHVEiaskpelge for the gani ng nachi ne used

B e S R e ——
maahseed abyligibjel taydn thenotogrtssing jhdkmbt ¢dmeprises:
executing eligibility rules in response to a player starting a gaming session at a
gaming machines associated with the progressive jackpot.
24.  The method of claim 1, wherein designating individual players at the gaming
machines as eligible to win the progressive jackpot comprises:
executing eligibility rules in response to a player inserting a player tracking card in a
card reader coupled to a gaming machine associated with the progressive
jackpot.
25. The method of claim 1, wherein designating individual players at the gaming
machines as eligible comprises determining a player’s tier in a player tracking club.
26. The method of claim 1, wherein designating individual players at the gaming
machines as eligible comprises determining a number of minutes played by the player at the

gaming machine.
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player is eligible for the progressive jackpot. 32.
The nmethod of claim 1, further conprising: displaying
WwW@209888H0e on t he gam ng machi ne used by a pl ap€r/US2004/026369
indicating a further condition to be satisfied for the
pl ayer to be eligible for the progressive jackpot. 33.
The2fret hblee method af cheily 1§ whdrbiardesignmingsndigiduali pipletydtiige gaming
.message.. on t he. gapi ng .nmachi ne used by a_pl aye
gy e o s e BT &gt Aot RO U AP BN hgfayer at the
ganiiBg faogingeeded by the player to be eligible for the
progressi ve jackpot. 34. The nethod of claiml,

furfher Enpethed ahelaian $pvhsrringlesisnsing apdivighalieyereatitimgaming

B8 R ARk SR ATy B g
ganieg elackjinkl e for the progressive jackpot. 35. The

met hod claim1l. wherein deternnjn et her at )

el on AR SEr IR b uPria e Bl s 1 zaming
madHiR@r SEEVR dodPIRES At iiiih 8 $ate OEESAT BY 12 (Bayh ANBE gaming

i ndependently of generation of w nning conbinati on of
magiiggrent s on any gami ng machi ne associated with the

pr essq j 36, .hod._of. ai )

o 8 £ ALyl T 00 iy o i
madinggiab leBgipleaperpsisesdedermiiming an offedtive hpldqgreasicy €or the gaming

[,ackpot ., c rises:determ ning a wi nner independently
ma%‘fmetlﬁsgaaéﬂ?%a%chi nes associ ated with the progressive

j ackpot et BEtHbdbNdait el fifherRodyBEReat the gam ng
machi nes have generated a conbi nation of w nnin

> 1 : ning
syriisnlayingy mesiage pp theganing wleeline usedibvyadilayensdéating that ghe
whet her at i gihl ayers is a
wi nner of P’ﬁg&;ﬁ%8g§§§g|£{/@gj?)5%%sgit‘}8&%#gétf ses: selecting
a siZor edThepnettied ef civinet], fuesthereofupasingn el ectroni ¢ pul |
t ab,.arrangenent ;

. determnin et her, _the val ue. .
| B8PS e e P g B W one Riaer Bidjgating g futher
of the eli gédditgorPloeRbBsficdor the Pla?&ttb%g efkibfd B Aebrogressive
wherei n determ ni ng whet her at [east one of the

eligible plakedts is a winner of the progressive
| 20kt SRt ) ESRR ey Rigd, precet o v
detdsplaymggmebaghen thelppmind mechinclised by s playet hi’dﬁratingmxd amount
of playing time on the gaming machine needed by the player to be
eligible for the progressive jackpot.
34.  The method of claim 1, further comprising;:
displaying a message on the gaming machine used by a player indicating an amount
of coin-in on the gaming machine needed by the player to be eligible for
the progressive jackpot.
35.  The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether at least one of the
eligible players is a winner of the progressive jackpot comprises:
determining a winner independently of generation of winning combination of
elements on any gaming machine associated with the progressive jackpot.
36.  The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether at least one of the

eligible players is a winner of the progressive jackpot comprises:
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associating the value with one of the gam ng machi nes

associated with the progressive jackpot. 39. The
woreiokod77od cl ai m 1 wherei n determ ni ng whet her PEI/UF®a$026369

one of the eligible players is a winner of the

progressive jackpot conprises: generating a random

val deterndeingarnwinihergnddpendsatly phthe\gaiigg maciicatassociated with the

Wi nner; and_associ atin he val ue with one of the . .

o1 191 bi o pIPESRrSIve ko detsmiing Wnplhet bIRfE?s & thp, Sfuing machines

det er mi ni nGawhgéReltedd cdriidticdNE vahnihB6yEbdigi bl e

pl ayers is a wnner of the progressive gackpot

i (

conpf-i se§he gethed of plagn 4. Vhsras Acleaniping Waetherat fgapipne of the
; t; adi i : associ ating
ehg\tﬂlgﬁlgb\l;agfj rﬁé@m{ egﬁgthg?) kﬁ?g%ﬁ%‘%%@ﬂ? %ébg associ at ed

wi t selechieg prstogeds peideterinad kploe from aihdeatntvquiliahb etraigement;
whe (%i n.det er 'niﬁ% V\lpet.h(ﬁr at | east one of the

ol 1 gBranREEpe: i AGinfee VIRES gPOgr essi ve

] ackpediataiene vales witlehe biihkicngiblshfies. at | east one of
the eligible players is a winner on a periodic basis.

42.3%he” e medod of el hy whereindetermidngvhetherpt lepatrgnersd the
- i.odi G b8 rrent |evel of
O s S b e PRI A BrhE L1 2t ed wi th
t hesefacting e stoirade pjedetepnined galue Tom anedlércdnafpudl tabh anrgngement;

further .conpri si ng: varyi.ng the periodi¢ basis in
res%%‘?{%“é“?g%{‘ﬁﬁw%ﬁﬂsﬁf‘%d‘ﬂ‘g?%* ap&ﬁ’é‘?%ggﬁ?ve j ackpot . 44.
Thease®difta thé vathaivith,onk Bf the EamEI RIS ] GEso¢RIE Wigh tHee
periodic basis in response to external factors

i ndependenPTFEEIE IF&RItn g machi nes or the progressive
j ackqot . Tk methBE oFBLIP Y, Wherih Fefminittf SRGherGP TR o'ri]q'[el?)g'the

varying the periodic basis in response to a curre
eligthlerplayensfis pivayer of the ptdgresgianjavipotaotipniess: associ at ed
with th rogressi ye jackpot. 46. The nmethod of claim
4 ,geflﬁ?a?lﬂg?r %Y%‘i‘% varying the periodic basis in
I esqepdtffning whethidf the Valub withehesH wiihay @aé at the gam ng
machi nes, associ ated with_the progressive jackpot who

ha\SSecatmethe vajue with one of tthe eligible players.
40. The method ofL claim 1, wherein determining whether at least one of the
eligible players is a winner of the progressive jackpot comprises:
generating a random value;
determining whether the value indicates a winner; and
associating the value with one of the gaming machines associated with the
progressive jackpot.
41.  The method of claim 1, wherein determining whether at least one of the
eligible players is a winner of the progressive jackpot comprises:
determining whether at least one of the eligible players is a winner on a periodic
basis.
42. The method of claim 41, further comprising:
varying the periodic basis in response to a current level of gaming activity at the
gaming machines associated with the progressive jackpot.

43.  The method of claim 41, further comprising:
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pl ayer tracking card into card readers coupled to the
gam ng machines. 47. The nethod of claim, further
wWe@wpniEdeg: varying the periodic basis in responBs2004026369
a current rate at which players insert player tracking
cards into card readers coupled to the gam ng machi nes

as tsmw'd’ag dck %miribhictﬂafeis Fl’: ﬂsgpdms 'tc)/m_e Jaﬁmkﬂ(ltf thefpro gr’EFﬁve jackpot.

me of claim, .fur r. conprising: varying the

per‘pgdi c lifa‘gf’@g%iHf?lé%é_}e?sféﬁ]f%cﬁm@ﬂﬁ%%nt nurber of

pl as)’ﬁ%ﬁg #le pRrio8lc@atig sh tesFdnst B @(t&hﬁ)f%toﬂsﬁﬁd‘éﬁbﬁ&n@bf‘lﬁe gaming
49, e nmethod of claim4l, further conprising:

varyi ng t h&asbinpsel the pepgressivajackeyonse to a current

rat g at gio%i %Ethgégya%ﬁ%g{ ?ﬂ}tﬁ??g%‘ﬁﬁgiﬁ : tier in a player

trackin I nser I'ayer I'ngcards into card

r eavheyiag deypliedictbasit hereggotise @ arGtennRenbE O plagtBdt tetdaming
the progressive jackpot. 50. The nmethod of claim4 ,
further cofﬁﬁ‘rc’f“g?%@s.so %F@Wﬁ‘g ROk BHIRE IO%si s i n

I eSpRNSs eTReOmathb@bAtla AU Thrtdr c6RpAsing:; at the gam ng

machi nes associated with the progressive jackpot.

Thevarang i reriogickiasis in fegpanse fo T oHfsnt BYMbEr of alayersgt theegaming

B o0 ARkl SRRR A e BB TR Bl e

v ?r yi Egt t rplagarfra_lg:ﬁirrg daﬁsmg) c'talfrd rﬁadq‘m nit?alédf)toalt‘iigmﬁimamhines.
0 otel . 53. nmet hod of clai.m 41, further

corib1 o T mERpg PRgeha B G 4PEPHRLES | n'r esponse to

a SPRGhAkheeeBlicHasH il #e85brRt tPa GRRINDAUECARIIAENDAGert HBert player
gam ng nmachi nes associ ated with the progressive

j ackpot . 54 tragiing psdhisgo exrd madﬁnmcm,lplfscﬁtqt e garpimgpRickines:

provi di ng Q. ' ' . | at e predefining

sel ect ed a??sglg%%fig@ﬁioﬁﬁgﬁ%%?%éllatézgg@ve j ackpot, and

al | 480 ngThrendethod af ¢leim 41, fonher catnprisibgt es of the
Rk ke 5 PP el ot ter
i ncl ude at i £8BerARRkRE cAubdr oup consisting of: a

funding rate of the pr o?r essive jackpot; an

el i 40 bi | Theymethpd ef ¢lain b}, fprtlsyepmprisngecone eligible
fo rva&ﬁﬁg a{e%%ﬁgﬁi% ib\égs Jirﬁ%%;?o%ge toafalrrent rate at which players from a
selected tier in a player tracking club insert player tracking cards into card
readers coupled to the gaming machines associated with the progressive
jackpot.
50.  The method of claim 41, further comprising:
varying the periodic basis in response to a total amount of coin-in at the gaming
machines associated with the progressive jackpot.
51.  The method of claim 41, further comprising:
varying the periodic basis in response to a current time period.
52.  The method of claim 41, further comprising:
varying the periodic basis in response to an occupancy of a hotel.
53.  The method of claim 41, further comprising:
varying the periodic basis in response to a special event occurring at a casino

containing the gaming machines associated with the progressive jackpot.
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a designation of gam ng machi nes associated with the
progressive jackpot. 56. A conputer-inplenented nethod
w@boosormiocti ng a plurality of progressive |jackpor/ss20041€26369

met hod conprising: for each of the plurality of
progressive jackpots, designating a group of gam ng
maGh| neshasnaksDsA oidigd , fhrther thapfisiagr essi ve j ackpot ;
establishing for each progressive jackpot a funding
rate for funding the progressive jackpot, where a

SOUr CEoHdid e efeBdivd ABkIMN %ﬁq?@ igi’e%eh%i;ﬁg @éltect@(? %tg’ilﬁﬁes of the

funding rate are i ndependent "of paytabl es of _
gani ng nachrogrsssigsioknostaad allpwingtthedificatipned ohlyenttributes of the

j ackpot; establi.shi far each. pr essi ve jackpot a
set of el i%ﬁoﬁals?lf’%r]a@%?otte ait%refnaF Bﬁg%ﬁeﬁi ni ng whet her
I ndisvi dule npdtayesfcldin 34)ehgein the preaiefihdstrivates ¢hoiidecht least

wi.ith the progressive jackpot are eligible to win the
one gf & GrR YU Wpot ;. and for each progressive jackpot,

det,a,fhiRk Re YP@E PRIerabivk §RRbotONE Of the eligible

pl ayers at the gaming machihes associated with the

pr agreligibilits cjiteci fotplayerstokicponas cligibleHer the prpegesssive gackpot; and
jackpot. 57. The.meth of claimb6 .wherein; th

o B ey el e RRR e ifap

W t56. a Sasempitetipnpémeasd method of carlwctiandplesdtity of progressive
progressive, jackpot has an eligibility criterion

jackppis; the mpthad (MHITSINEY for wi nni ng that  progr essi ve
| aGKPOLhbLeHR \g&%ﬁ@t&%@?&sﬁé ?atck?%t%, de¥RRatftlc PEBYEHE garling

An progressi ackpot” system managi nga

progr essi vejackinsgrstassoctatedsyigh tmpeegrensiveiankpet;

progy. Lve.jackpot database fo toring ral .
A s R e e e T e
of a progr pskpotewhere kpairce dihfandd fok tHeiregressivad juckipopand the
gam ng nachi nes assocjated with the pro Eessi ve )

j ackpot ; aRddRg aRIRFONIGEfeR! PSH%@P&S&% Sefag maghinge

pr ogr essi Vesshaskpakindad AdgRSsive iBkpcickpot operation

system adapted to receive data Tegardi ng player o
actestablishirg for hechguegrasyived atkipabs sed o€ elegibilisdciteisior determining
progressive, jpackpot,. to determne whether. . [

ol i gi bl e 1 5PeRRanv ey thd BaniiE michists RsB¥tea Wit the
progr essi Vprogaekipeiackyce areeligible aewiafthé progsessine jaekpd; and
fundi ng rate i ndependent of paytahl es of the fg%m f,]g

madfi $eh PIOgReFSIVE Jaskpels dsteranining whether at least one of the eligible players

at the gaming machines associated with the progressive jackpot is a
winner of the progressive jackpot.

57. The method of claim 56, wherein:

the plurality of progressive jackpots are each associated with a same group of

| gaming machines; and

each progressive jackpot has an eligibility criterion limiting eligibility for winning
that progressive jackpot to a selected and distinct type of player.

58. An progressive jackpot system for managing a progressive jackpot, the

system comprising:
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whet her an eligible player has won the progressive

jackpot. 59. The progressive jackpot systemof claim
wGoshurvdher conprising: a player tracki ng dat BOEES2004/026369

storing historical data of player betting activity

comuni catively coupled to the jackpot operation

Sy st ogresdies jackpot Hgahaae kpatormgenlas aszocistyd et aygegressive

hi storical.data far a player from.the player trackin .
dat abase t FOERALH WEP S Pprogrresigs By kROt o afFictp igtiuding
for progresshitg nhachfledMsociB@d withehPpRIFBSiSE YBkpRCHKRIO
systemof claimb58, further conprising: a plurality of

j ackipdirobpraratidnoiystemrapupled tetiepremesiviearckgoidagabage, the jackpot

property a ' . :
B OPeLL Y. SO G0 P F 85K 808 RACUARAAL M ABRT e
t he vari ougapimgmeschines asoeiated mithdhe petdasive jackpdigto determine

progressive, . .ackpot systenof c|aim58, wherein. each
i ng mac S ety SiTHs b EPRERapEE o find
player is Brostddsies jaekpd FRNE stiréyofftind ¥dG@REling rate
machi ne, independently of the jackpot operation system

det er ni ni nipdapradpeiof payipblpeef the samimg neasings.cgd éa §etornine
j ackpot as%&ﬂh@ﬂ{(a%d?ﬁ@éﬁlgpfea &é—%@Wﬁ%&@%&#ﬁw chz,lﬂjo-{he

progressive |Jackpot sys claim erern each
gamong rEehrogressiveqatkpbedstem @ ofram 58y fisthey esmpuiiicgd

det ermi nes whe r a pl.ayer at t i n chine.is a

i DS gRE Ry Pk BB BgTPRE b Rg sty

i ndependentdifmahichidly stpRAlto HRGhSPoPEpEMEINEFtem, wherein the

determ ni ng whet her a player has won the progressive
j ackpot asHekpeeratipn systreussa Histyicakda 198 a player from the player

tracking database to determine whether the player is eligible for

progressive jackpot.

60.  The progressive jackpot system of claim 58, further comprising:

a plurality of jackpot operation servers, each associated with a property and
managing at least one progressive jackpot at the property, wherein the
progressive jackpots at the various properties are linked together.

61.  The progressive jackpot system of claim 58, wherein each gaming machine is
adapted to determine whether a player is a winner of a game play at the gaming machine,
independently of the jackpot operation system determining whether a player has won the
progressive jackpot associated with the gaming machine.

62.  The progressive jackpot system of claim 58, wherein each gaming machine is
coupled to a gaming server which determines whether a player at the gaming machine is a
winner of game play at the gaming machine, and independently of the jackpot operation
system determining whether a player has won the progressive jackpot associated with the

gaming machine.
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