
Method and apparatus for optimizing the extraction of aromatics from waxy
distillates and the dewaxing of waxy raffinates in the manufacture of
lubricating oils which involves measuring the absorption spectrum of waxy
raffinates in the frequency range 3500 to 12000 cm[err], converting the
absorption spectrum into a number representative of the viscosity index,
and changing the operation of  solvent extraction and/or dewaxing step(s)
to optimize the viscosity index.    


