
In an embodiment, an image encoding method is provided. The image encoding
method may include a first partial encoding step, wherein first partially
encoded image data is generated based on first input data after the first
input data is available; a second partial encoding step, wherein second
partially encoded image data is generated based on second input data after
the second input data is available, before the first input data is
available; and an encoded image data generating step, wherein encoded image
data is generated based on the first partially encoded image data and the
second partially encoded image data. 


