
During the registration process by which a connection is set up between a
mobile telephone and a base station of a mobile telephone network the
telephone acquires program data from the network for controlling its
operation. This allows upgrades of the system to be provided automatically
to the mobile telephone. The mobile telephone (I) and base station (l0)
each have a memory (7, 19) for storing program data relating to one or more
modes of operation. During the registration process the base station (10)
transmits a signal indicative of a preferred mode of operation. The mobile
telephone (1) responds with a signal indicative of whether its memory (7)
already contains program data for this mode of operation. If the signal
indicates that the memory (7) does not have this program data, the base
station (10) transmits the required program data to the mobile telephone
(1). The base station (10) and mobile telephone (I) can then operate in
this mode. A check is made to etablish if the mobile telephone (1) is able
to accept the data. If it is not so capable (for example because it has
insufficient memory), the process is repeated with different programs until
a program is identified for which there is sufficient capacity in the
memory (7). If a call attempt is initiated before this process is complete,
the process is curtailed, such that the base station (10) and mobile
telephone (1) identify programs already stored in the memory (7), but make
no attempt to load a new program, as this could delay call set-up. If the
base station (10) receives no response to its initial indication of a
preferred program, as would occur if it establishes contact with a
coventional (non-programmable) mobile telephone, the base station (10)
operates in a default mode.    


