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(57) Abstract

The invention pertains to an improved method, a lapping tool head (82) and a lens polishing apparatus for carrying out the method, for
polishing ophthalmic lenses (26). The apparatus has a lapping tool head (82), a flexible membrane (134) covering a lapping portion of the
tool head (82), and pump and nozzle for pumping abrasive slurry over the lapping tool head. The new method comprises the conventional
step of imparting an oscillatory movement to the lapping tool head (82) and contacting the lens surface with the lapping portion of the
lapping tool head while an abrasive slurry is pumped over the lapping tool head (82). The improvement comprises the additional step of
periodically undulating the membrane (134) for imparting a wave in that membrane such that the abrasive slurry can flow between the
membrane and the lens surface. The lapping slurry is efficiently moved over the entire surface of the lens for improving the quality of the
lenses (26) polished by this process.




