
(57) A ferroelectric (chirai smectic) liquid crystal is aligned by means of
a profiled grating surface. The grating may be a monograting or a bigrating
and may be symmetric or asymmetric. Such profiling enables the surface tilt
and the anchoring energy to be independently determined. The grating may be
formed by interferography, photolithography, embossing, ruling or carrier
layer transfer.    


