
A system for transporting articles. The transport system  includes a con-
veyor system  which includes a trans- port device for carrying articles
between workstations and a drive rail and a sup- port rail for supporting
the transport de- vice. The drive rail includes a drive sys- tem for
propelling the transport device between workstations. At least one shoe
carried by the transport device rides on the support rail for movably
support- ing the transport device on the support rail. The transport system
also includes a protective container including a hous- ing having an
interior compartment for supporting a plurality of articles. The bottom
surface of the housing is con- figured to engage the drive system such that
actuation of the drive system pro- pels the housing along the drive and
support rails. At least one shoe carried by the housing is configured to
ride on the support rail of the conveyor system to movably support the
housing on the support  rail. The transport system also includes the method
of transporting ar- ticks including the steps of providing a transport
device for holding at least one article and having at least one shoe, po-
sitioning the transport device with the base of the device supported on a
drive rail and the shoe supported on a support rail, and actuating a drive
system carried by the drive rail to propel the transport device along the
drive rail and support rail.    


