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enzymati c hydrol ysis nmet hod, wherein one or nore C 10 acyl oxy-bearing

t axanes are contacted wth an enzyne or m croorgani sm capabl e of
hydrol yzi ng said acyl oxy groups to h roxyl groups. Al so provided is an
enzymatic esterification nethod, mhe in one or nore G10 hydroxyl - bearing
t axanes are contacted with an acylatlng agent and an enzyne or

m cr oor gani sm capabl e of esterifying said hydroxyl groups to form acyl oxy
groups. Further provided is an enzymatic hydrol ysis nethod, wherein one or
nore C-13 .acyl oxy-bearing taxanes are contacted with an enzyne or

m cr oor gani sm capabl e of hydrol yzi ng said acyl oxy groups to hydroxyl
groups. The nethods are especially useful for the preparation of conpounds
whi ch nmay be enpl oyed as |nterned|%h§§Rhe t he preparation of taxanes such
as taxol. —_—

ENZYMATIC HYDROLYSIS METHODS FOR THE
PREPARATION OF C-10 AND C-13 HYDROXYL-BEARING
TAXANES, ENZYMATIC ESTERIFICATION METHOD
FOR THE PREPARATION OF C-10 ACYLOXY-BEARING
TAXANES, AND USE THEREOF IN THE PREPARATION OF

'~ C-13 ACYLOXY-BEARING TAXANES

An enzymatic hydrolysis method, wherein one
or more C-10 acyloxy-bearing taxanes ére contacted
with an enzyme or microorganism capable of
hydrolyzing said acyloxy groups to hydroxyl groups.
Also provided is an enzymatic esterification
method, wherein one or more C-10 hydroxyl-bearing
taxanes are contacted with an acylating agent and
an enzyme or microorganism capable of esterifying
said hydroxyl groups to form acyloxy groups.
Further provided is an enzymatic hydrolysis method,
wherein one or more C-13 acyloxy-bearing taxanes
are contacted with an enzyme or microorganism

~ capable of hydrolyzing said acyloxy groups to
hydroxyl groups. The methods are especially useful
for the preparation of compounds which may be
employed as intermediates in the preparation of
taxanes such as taxol.
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