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(57) Abstract: A financial transaction system and method for preparing 
parties for a financial transaction to be processed by a financial service or 
product provider. The system including a governing host, a discrete terminal 
located separately of the point-of-sale terminal of the other party and capable 
of being accessed and operated independently by the one party offline of any 
point-of-sale activity. The terminal communicating with the governing host 
to prepare the transaction, and providing for the initial validating and enfor­
cing of business rules of the other party governing the transaction with the 
one party. The terminal generating a transaction key confirming that the ini­
tial validating and enforcing has been successful. The facilitator device oper­
ated by the other party to read the transaction key on being supplied with 
same from the one party and communicating with the governing host to com­
plete a second preparatory stage of the transaction. The terminal and facilit­
ator device able to validate or reject the transaction having regard to compli­
ance with the business rules. 
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