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[0008a]          In a first broad form  the present invention seeks to provide a method  

 

for providing a pan and zoom control in conjunction  with a display of a timeline in a  

 

project management application, the method comprising : 5 

 

detecting the display of the timeline by the project management application ; 

 

upon detecting the display of the timeline, determining a scope of displayed  

 10 

project  schedule data; and 

 

displaying the pan and zoom control in proximity to the timeline at a position 

 

and a size relative to the timeline corresponding to the scope. 15 

 

[0008b]           Typically the pan and zoom control is configured to be moved along the 

 

timeline and resized by a user of the project management application utilizing an input   

 20 

device. 

 

[0008c]            Typically the method further comprises : 

 

detecting  a movement of the pan and zoom control along the timeline to a new 25 

 

position.  

 

upon detecting the movement of the pan and zoom control, determining a time 

 30 

period  represented by the new position and the size of the pan and zoom control in 

 

relation to the timeline; and  

 

changing the scope of the displayed project schedule data to substantially  match 35 

 

the time period.  

 

[0008d]              Typically the method further comprises : 

 40 

detecting a resizing of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline to a new  
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size; 

 

upon detecting the resizing of the pan and zoom control, determining a time 

 

period  represented by the new size and the position of the pan and zoom control in 5 

 

relation to the timeline; and 

 

changing the scope of the displayed project schedule data to substantially match 

 10 

the time period. 

 

[0008e]               Typically the method further comprises : 

 

upon detecting resizing of the pan and zoom control, determining if the new size 15 

 

of  the pan and zoom control substantially encompasses all of the timeline; and 

 

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control substantially  

 20 

encompasses all of the timeline, removing the pan and zoom. 

 

[0008f]                Typically the timeline is displayed horizontally and the pan and zoom  

 

control is displayed as a horizontal bar parallel to and above the timeline, the size and 25 

 

position of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline indicating a time period 

 

corresponding to the scope  of the displayed project schedule data. 

 30 

[0008g]                Typically a begin date of the time period is displayed at a first end of the  

 

pan and zoom control and an end date of the time period is displayed at a second end of  

 

the pan and zoom control.    35 

 

[0008h]                 Typically display attributes of the timelines are altered to emphasize a  

 

portion of the timeline corresponding to the time period. 

 40 
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[0008i]                Typically the method further comprises: 

 

detecting a change in the scope of the displayed project schedule data; and 

 

upon detecting the change in the scope, changing the position and the size of 5 

 

the pan and zoom control  relative to the timeline to reflect the scope. 

 

[0008j]                Typically the project schedule data comprises one of  a GANTT chart 

 10 

and tabular data. 

 

[0008k]                In a second broad form the present invention seeks to provide a 

 

computer storage medium comprising computer-executable instructions that, when 15 

 

executed by a computer, will cause the computer to : 

 

determine a scope of any project schedule data displayed by a project 

 20 

management application; and 

 

display a pan and zoom control in proximity to a timeline at a position and a 

 

size relative to the timeline corresponding to the scope of the project schedule data, the 25 

 

pan and zoom control configured to be moved along the timeline and resized by a user of 

 

the project management application. 

 30 

[0008l]                 Typically the computer storage medium further comprises computer 

 

-executable instructions that, when executed by the computer, will cause the computer to : 

 

detect a movement of the pan and zoom control along the timeline to a new 35 

 

position; 

 

 upon detecting the movement of the pan and zoom control, determine a time 

 40 

period represented by the new position and the size of the pan and zoom control in relation 
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to the timeline; and 

 

change the scope of the project schedule data displayed to substantially match 

 

the  time period. 5 

 

[0008m]                 Typically the computer storage medium further comprises computer- 

 

executable instructions that, when executed by a computer, will cause the computer to : 

 10 

detect a resizing of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline  to a  

 

new size;  

 upon detecting the resizing of the pan and zoom control, determining if the 

 15 

new size of the pan and zoom control substantially encompasses all of the timeline; 

 

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control substantially 

 

encompasses all of the timeline, removing the pan and zoom control; 20 

 

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control does not  

 

substantially encompass all of the timeline, determine a time period represented by the 

 25 

new size and the position of the pan and zoom control in relation to the timeline; and 

 

change the scope of the project schedule data displayed to substantially 

 

match the time period. 30 

 

[0008n]                   Typically the timeline is displayed horizontally and the pan and zoom 

 

control is displayed as a horizontal bar parallel to and above the timeline, the size and  

 35 

position of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline indicating a time period  

 

corresponding to the scope of the project schedule data. 

 

     40 
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[0008o]                        Typically a begin date of the time period is displayed at a first end 

of the pan and zoom control and an end date of the time period is displayed at a second 

end of the pan and zoom control. 

[0008p]                        Typically the computer storage medium further comprises  

computer-executable instructions that, when executed by a computer, will cause the 5 

computer to : 

detect a change in the scope of the project schedule data; and 

upon detecting the change in the scope, change the position and the size of 

the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline to reflect the scope. 

[0008q]                        In a third broad form the present invention seeks to provide a 10 

computer storage medium comprising computer-executable instructions that, when  

executed by a computer, will cause the computer to : 

detect a display of a timeline by a project management application; 

upon detecting the display of the timeline, determine a scope of any 

displaced project schedule data; 15 

display a pan and zoom control in proximity to the timeline at a position and 

a size relative to the timeline corresponding to the scope, the pan and zoom control 

configured to be moved along the timeline and resized by a user of the project 

management application utilizing an input device; 

display a begin date of a time period corresponding to the scope at a first end 20 

of the pan and zoom control and an end date of the time period at a second end of the pan 

and zoom control;         

alter display attributes of the timeline to emphasize a portion of the timeline  

corresponding to the time period;  

detect a movement of the pan and zoom control along the timeline to a new  25 

position; 
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upon detecting the movement of the pan and zoom control, determine a time 

period represented by the new position and the size of the pan and zoom control in relation  

to the timeline; 

change the scope of the displayed project schedule data to substantially 

match the time period; 5 

detect a resizing of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline to a new  

size ; 

upon detecting the resizing of the pan and zoom control, determine if the new 

size of the pan and zoom control substantially encompasses all of the timeline; 

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control substantially 10 

encompasses all of the timeline, remove the pan and zoom control from the display; 

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control does not 

substantially encompass all of the timeline, determine a time period represented by the   

new size and the position of the pan and zoom control in relation to the timeline; and  

change the scope of the displayed project schedule data to substantially 15 

match the time period. 

[0008r]                   Typically the timeline is displayed horizontally and the pan and zoom 

control is displayed as a horizontal bar parallel to and above the timeline, the size and  

position of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline indicating the time period.     

   20 

 

 

 

 

 25 
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[0045]                       The reference in this specification to any prior publication (or 

information derived from it), or to any matter which is known, is not, and should not be taken  

as an acknowledgment or admission or any form of suggestion that the prior publication (or  

information derived from it) or known matter forms part of the common general knowledge  

in the field of endeavour to which this specification relates. 5 

[0046]                        Throughout this specification and claims which follow, unless the 

context requires otherwise, the word “comprise”, and variations such as “comprises” or  

“comprising”, will be understood to imply the inclusion of a stated integer or group of  

Integers or steps but not the exclusion of any other integer or group of integers. 

 10 
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What is claimed is: THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS : 

 

1. A method for providing a pan and zoom control (210) in conjunction with a 

display of a timeline (208) in a project management application (128), the method 

comprising: 5 

detecting the display of the timeline (208) by the project management application 

(128);  

upon detecting the display of the timeline (208), determining a scope (206) of 

displayed project schedule data (204); and 

displaying the pan and zoom control (210) in proximity to the timeline (208) at a 10 

position and a size relative to the timeline (208) corresponding to the scope (206). 

 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the pan and zoom control is configured to 

be moved along the timeline and resized by a user of the project management application 

utilizing an input device. 15 

 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

detecting a movement of the pan and zoom control along the timeline to a new 

position;  

upon detecting the movement of the pan and zoom control, determining a time 20 

period represented by the new position and the size of the pan and zoom control in relation 

to the timeline; and 

changing the scope of the displayed project schedule data to substantially match 

the time period. 

 25 

4. The method of claim 2 or claim 3, further comprising: 

detecting a resizing of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline to a new 

size;  

upon detecting the resizing of the pan and zoom control, determining a time period 

represented by the new size and the position of the pan and zoom control in relation to the 30 

timeline; and 

changing the scope of the displayed project schedule data to substantially match 

the time period. 
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5. The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

upon detecting resizing of the pan and zoom control, determining if the new size of 

the pan and zoom control substantially encompasses all of the timeline; and  

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control substantially 

encompasses all of the timeline, removing the pan and zoom. 5 

 

6. The method of any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the timeline is displayed 

horizontally and the pan and zoom control is displayed as a horizontal bar parallel to and 

above the timeline, the size and position of the pan and zoom control relative to the 

timeline indicating a time period corresponding to the scope of the displayed project 10 

schedule data. 

 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein a begin date of the time period is displayed 

at a first end of the pan and zoom control and an end date of the time period is displayed at 

a second end of the pan and zoom control. 15 

 

8. The method of claim 6 or claim 7, wherein display attributes of the timeline 

are altered to emphasize a portion of the timeline corresponding to the time period. 

 

9. The method of any one of claims 1 to 8, further comprising: 20 

detecting a change in the scope of the displayed project schedule data; and 

upon detecting the change in the scope, changing the position and the size of the 

pan and zoom control relative to the timeline to reflect the scope. 

 

10.        The method of any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein the project schedule data 25 

comprises one of a GANTT chart and tabular data. 
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1011. A computer storage medium (110) comprising computer-executable 

instructions that, when executed by a computer (100), will cause the computer to: 

determine a scope (206) of any project schedule data (204) displayed by a project 

management application (128); and 

display a pan and zoom control (210) in proximity to a timeline (208) at a position 5 

and a size relative to the timeline (208) corresponding to the scope (206) of the project 

schedule data (204), the pan and zoom control (210) configured to be moved along the 

timeline (208) and resized by a user of the project management application (128). 

 

1112. The computer storage medium of claim 1011, further comprising computer-10 

executable instructions that, when executed by the computer, will cause the computer to: 

detect a movement of the pan and zoom control along the timeline to a new 

position; 

upon detecting the movement of the pan and zoom control, determine a time period 

represented by the new position and the size of the pan and zoom control in relation to the 15 

timeline; and 

change the scope of the project schedule data displayed to substantially match the 

time period. 

 

1213. The computer storage medium of claim 10 11 or claim 12, further 20 

comprising computer-executable instructions that, when executed by a computer, will 

cause the computer to: 

detect a resizing of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline to a new size;  

upon detecting the resizing of the pan and zoom control, determining if the new 

size of the pan and zoom control substantially encompasses all of the timeline;  25 

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control substantially 

encompasses all of the timeline, removing the pan and zoom control;  

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control does not 

substantially encompass all of the timeline, determine a time period represented by the 

new size and the position of the pan and zoom control in relation to the timeline; and 30 

change the scope of the project schedule data displayed to substantially match the 

time period. 
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1314. The computer storage medium of any one of claims 1011 to 13, wherein the 

timeline is displayed horizontally and the pan and zoom control is displayed as a 

horizontal bar parallel to and above the timeline, the size and position of the pan and zoom 

control relative to the timeline indicating a time period corresponding to the scope of the 

project schedule data. 5 

 

1415. The computer storage medium of claim 1314, wherein a begin date of the 

time period is displayed at a first end of the pan and zoom control and an end date of the 

time period is displayed at a second end of the pan and zoom control. 

 10 

1516. The computer storage medium of any one of claims 11 to 15, further 

comprising computer-executable instructions that, when executed by a computer, will 

cause the computer to: 

detect a change in the scope of the project schedule data; and 

upon detecting the change in the scope, change the position and the size of the pan 15 

and zoom control relative to the timeline to reflect the scope.  

 

17.       A computer storage medium comprising computer-executable instructions 

that, when executed by a computer, will cause the computer to : 

detect a display of a timeline by a project management application; 20 

upon detecting the display of the timeline, determine a scope of any displayed 

project schedule data; 

display a pan and zoom control in proximity to the timeline at a position and a size 

relative to the timeline corresponding to the scope, the pan and zoom control configured to 

be moved along the timeline and resized by a user of the project management application 25 

utilizing an input deivce; 

display a begin date of a time period corresponding to the scope at a first end of the  

pan and zoom control and an end date of the time period at a second end of the pan and 

zoom control; 

alter display attributes of the timeline to emphasize a portion of the timeline 30 

corresponding to the time period; 

detect a movement of the pan and zoom control along the timeline to a new 

position; 
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upon detecting the movement of the pan and zoom control, determine a time period 

represented by the new position and the size of the pan and zoom control in relation to the 

timeline; 

change the scope of the displayed project schedule data to substantially match the 

time period; 5 

detect a resizing of the pan and zoom control relative to the timeline to a new size; 

upon detecting the resizing of the pan and zoom control , determine if the new size 

of the pan and zoom control substantially encompasses all of the timeline; 

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control substantially 

encompasses all of the timeline, remove the pan and zoom control from the display; 10 

upon determining that the new size of the pan and zoom control does not 

substantially encompass all of the timeline, determine a time period represented by the 

new size and the position of the pan and zoom control in relation to the timeline; and 

change the scope of the displayed project schedule data to substantially match the 

time period, 15 

 

18.      The computer storage medium of claim 17, wherein the timeline is 

displayed horizontally and the pan and zoom control is displayed at a horizontal bar 

parallel to and above the timeline, the size and position of the pan and zoom control 

relative to the timeline indicating the time period. 20 

 

19.         A method for providing a pan and zoom control in conjunction with a 

display of a timeline in a project management application, or a computer storage medium, 

substantially as hereinbefore described. 

 25 

20.        A method for providing a pan and zoom control in conjunction with a 

display of a timeline in a project management application, or a computer storage medium, 

substantially as hereinbefore described and illustrated with reference to the accompanying 

drawings.                           

 30 




