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(54) Title: A PROCESS FOR RECOVERING METAL FROM ELECTRONIC WASTE

(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a method for recovering precious metals from electronic waste. In particular, biometallurgical
techniques are utilised during the process. In a first aspect, the invention provides a method of recovering one or more target metals from
electronic waste, the method comprising (a) a pre-processing step comprising removing at least a portion of non-target material from
the electronic waste or grinding to a preselected size particle to give pre-processed electronic waste; (b) a dissolving step comprising
contacting the pre-processed electronic waste with a lixiviant such that at least a portion of the target metal(s) dissolve into the lixiviant
to produce a pregnant solution; (c) a biosorption step comprising contacting a microorganism with the pregnant solution such that
at least a portion of the target metal(s) ions biosorb to the microorganism wherein the microorganism becomes metal laden and the
pregnant solution becomes barren; (d) a separating step comprising substantially separating the metal laden microorganism from the
barren solution; and (e) a recovery step comprising recovery of the target metal(s) from the metal laden microorganism. In particular

embodiments, the target metal is gold.



