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(57) Abstract: Encapsulated tobacco beads 
and processes of making the encapsulated 
tobacco beads are disclosed. According to 
an embodiment, a process of making en­
capsulated tobacco beads comprises mixing 
tobacco particles and menthol in an aque­
ous solution to form a wet mass; extruding 
the wet mass to form extrudates; spheroniz-
ing the extrudates to form tobacco beads; 
drying the tobacco beads; contacting the 
beads with a solution comprising a cation; 
and introducing the contacted tobacco 
beads into a solution of coating material in 
a concentration effective to induce ionic 
gelation of the coating material around the 
beads, to form encapsulated tobacco beads 
having gel coatings. According to another 
embodiment, an encapsulated tobacco bead 
comprises a core comprising tobacco parti­
cles and encapsulated menthol, an inner 
coating layer comprising hydroxypropyl 
methylcellulose or pectin, and an outer 
coating layer comprising an ionically-
crosslinked gel. 
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