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(57) Abstract: A method for producing acetic acid while inhibiting the generation or increase in concentration of hydrogen iodide in
a flash evaporation chamber. A serial acetic acid production process comprises: a reaction step in which methanol and carbon
monoxide are continuously reacted in a carbonylation reactor in the presence of a catalyst system comprising a metal catalyst, an ion -
ic iodide and methyl iodide; a flash evaporation step in which the reaction mixture is continuously supplied to a flasher from the re-
actor, and flash evaporation is used to evaporate a volatile component comprising at least the generated acetic acid, methyl acetate,
and methyl iodide; and an acetic acid collection step in which a fluid containing the acetic acid is separated from the volatile com-
ponent, and the acetic acid is collected. In the aforementioned flash evaporation step, the aforementioned volatile component is sep -
arated from the aforementioned reaction mixture, and flash evaporation is carried out under conditions in which the content concen -
tration ot the methyl acetate in the catalyst solution comprising at least a metal catalyst and an ionic iodide is 0.6 Wt% or more.
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