MODULAR SUPPORT POST
The present

nodul ar furniture and, nore particularly,
used to easily and quickly assenble a

I nvention relates to a support post for
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use
to a support post which can be
support structure for various

in a systemof {Pog’(

nmodul ar furniture conponents. surPBgy ?65{1‘“”" ture systens are
known, and it is typical for such systens to i1nclude a nunber of furniture
conponents which can be nounted onto a support structure. The support
posts which typically forBastdraiing loF SHppontvErimE ure for such nodul ar

furniture conponents are often main | oad bearing nenbers and are therefore
frequently bul ky, Ssuft andrenigl eeldied 1w Ssupmportbepdsic afvrenisnt
and difficult to transport and can create difficulties during assenbly of
t he supportastaystienr eof modular filreMiunes &ndywn mociul particalanly, sgst ens
such as the systemdisclosed in Gund et al U S. Patent No. 5,092,253 have
dekel opedippavtiecpashbwhich tannbeurusebponeasilvhaod cauickdy jansenklel a n

the system but have focused | ess on the design of the support post in the
system SURRQHipStIREAUNR dPIHRT ionsiaadilay nfigvidding FRRRONRALES, such as
the colum in Fussler U S Patent No. 5,318, 259, but the design disc]osed
therein is di rect afPdiplar f‘é’d’\ﬁ%’élu%?oﬁYﬁFﬁBsaaF&c forNg d&t it FYRiRpL

ot her cabl es, oes %i}‘ tlvel ddre s_t he, probl em of %E}S[)V\I/@ﬁ':‘n a
support Tos Fé’ﬁ €38 off FURRFWF S MBS

can be easily ass nb% Ac ord| n need.exi .
support %m etc orito a support sgcructvﬂ:é/ aI' sup%oxsé Spct&s dhich

10 typically form part of the support structure for such modular
furniture components are often main load bearing members and are
therefore frequently bulky, cumbersome, and complex. Such posts
can be inconvenient and difficult to transport and can create
difficulties during assembly of the support structure.

15 Previous known modular furniture systems such as the
system disclosed in Grund et al U.S. Patent No. 5,092,253 have
developed a wide number of furniture components which can be
installed in the system, but have focused less on the design of the
support post in the system. Attempts have been made to design

20 improved supp'ort posts, such as the column in Fussler U.S. Patent
No. 5,318,259, but the design disclosed therein is directed more
toward providing a raceway for electrical and other cables, and
does not effectively address the probl_em of providing a support
post which can be used in a modular furniture system, but which can

25 be easily assembled.

Accordingly, a need exists for a support post which can

be easily manufactured at low cost, yet has significant versatility
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be easily manufactured at |ow cost, yet has significant versatility

-2- in being easily and quickly incorporated into a support structure

for nodular furniture and which is capable of being readily connectable to
a variety of conponents in a nodular furniture system
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the pos quic all'atton of a foot nenbe r support t he post,
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t her eon. Briefly sumiari zed, the present invention provides a
support spaslenf,0r use in a systemof nodular furniture which includes a
~pair of vertically elongated post sections, each post section having two
- opgosed ends and a | ongitudi sevmarRYroRtEE INVENTIOMCE portion having an
arrangenent for nounting nodul ar furniture conponents thereon. Each of
the end portions iThel pteseatwihvenitiors tprostieidsaad suppordupest Eatefisee ian
opening for releasably engaging a splicing nenber or a foot menber,

t her eby apeysitiem of wodulpai furhifuse sddchogan dehaeadilye@asspirlas inte
posi.tioned upright Dby inserting the splicing menber in two of the

r espect aveuppertngtru¢ioare mnd iwhicho gdiliests fiexr easyasPLiednd 19t Fhenh@asdot

menber in another of the openings for supporting t he assenbl ed support
post tRA&de@iick installation of a foot member Ior support of the post,

10 while incorporating an arrangement for supporting furniture
components thereon.

Briefly summarized, the present invention provides a
support post for use in a system of modular furniture which
includes a pair of vertically elongated post sections, each post

15 section having two opposed ends and a longitudinally oriented front
face portion having an arrangement for mounting modular furniture
components thereon. Each of the end portions includes a wall
constructed and configured to define an opening for releasably
engaging a splicing member or a foot member, thereby permitting the

20 pair of post sections to be spliced together and positioned upright
by inserting the splicing member in two of the respective openings
for splicing together thereat and installing the foot member in
another of the openings for supporting the assembled support post
thereon.

25 Preferably, each of the post sections defings a passage.

extending between opposed ends to provide the openings at each end,
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Preferably, each of the post sections defines a passage extending between
opposed ends to provide the openings at each end,

- 3- and al so defines a continuous relief void cormmunicating with the
 passage. The post sections may advantageously be fornmed from |ightweight

and. Egﬁ%@t rfoa'th%efdilemea SoRpURE (o LPEF AT oRngR RGBS BnRa e,
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of the qﬂsﬁgﬁgﬁﬁﬁgl%@%nggdgggtggggqqt posts. The post sections may al so

I ncl ude a Inally oriented rear face portion which is formed with a

channel nenber con3ispyctrd aﬁé'ni&{wams fdyl e’ e6AE¥LUSBER | aid fesiEiRpRGed Or
fasteni ng of various conponents 1hereon. The nounti ng

ar sangepnt dedinddu i n@péfniﬁigdUE%&' frie@alsialad yc Opgaging oa t lkenineatting
portion may include a standar havi ng a row of spaced openi ngs forned

t her ei naraathgeertupwhiich padflowact twas assehbledd suppowlvi drstshdmelbe
constructed and configured to receive the standard. In a preferred
enbodi neeflectiise Iyo somectiednsomanealanother bye iastaidimgnthecomaecting
adj acent each channel to provide additional support of the standard.

| n accormgaangemnent ain wwndecof f the uppeningaecopr eacht ofi fhensupporthposts.
| ongi tudi nal |y extending support posts may have a generally H shaped
transveflhe Dosss seshions meymadsey iaciade of 1°§gdéu%ém|asuéfx1°é‘ﬁ<ﬁn¥§d rear
longitudinally in spaced parallel relation and an internmedi ate connector
waol exﬁ@QGiggrgépge@hlgmel%iﬁggm@g with a channel member constructed and

configured to receive modular fasteners for fastening of various
components thereon.

The mounting arrangement for mounting of modular
furniture components on the front portion may include a standard

15 having a row of spaced openings formed therein, and the support
post sections are formed to provide a channel constructed and
configured to receive the standard. 1In a preferred embodiment, the
post sections may also include. an abutment located adjacent each
channel to provide additional support of the standard.

20 In accordance with a further feature of the present
invention, the longitudinally extending support posts may have a
generally H-shaped transverse cross-section formed by a pair of
side walls extending longitudinally in spaced parallel relation and
an intermediate connector wall extendihg between the side walls

25 along their longitudinal extent. The outermost longitudinally

extending edges of the side walls are formed with the aforesaid
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al ong their |ongitudinal extent. The outernost |ongitudinally extending
edges of the side walls are formed with the aforesaid

- 4- channel s arranged in facing relation, whereby the aforesaid
standards can be received and retained in the slots and connecting

Companeats i e btssg ok Chec ot ansec o andeaty L o
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conponents to all ow one post to be ¢ er posts.
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flat, an ne of the side walls is forned wt a longitudinally extending

proj ect ikga spasedadl P! edMiEr iAtheddiatled ROMNEA TN ¥aAUl G Fdrmed at its
| ongi tudi nal | y extendi ng edge of such side wall, and the other side wall

| ssf or mpgttehiing ene@evweiflaviny afrasalidr iopendmals Foratrielieasablys Erdging o
the shape of the aforesaid projection and al so bei ng spaced fromthe

out er nosthelromprinetitoat | gompadresniisigtedgéloiv ione Pait viad | by cennected to
predeterm ned distance, these distances being such that when two posts are
pl aced othgs P@stisde in a nodul ar support systemwi-th the projection of one

post matingly secured in the groove of an adjacent Egst the two_ posts wll
be precisely al i gR&@Laraklane %ﬁ)t%swet heages nef nehe sdden¥addse bnither

t ool s. In sone systens, a_nunber of such  aligned posts can be usgd,, and,
i n addi PP&F, agenFedesrd Lifnf15&,ua8d ong jofi thes Fdrea Waddey 1&0&%%5’9&1@.

Accordi ngly, the present invention proviges, support posts .
10 ag Xongltu 1naigy extendgngp pro?ectfoﬁm)spaég a predetermined

distance from the outermost longitudinally extending edge of such
side wall, and the other side wall is formed with a groove having
an interior configuration corresponding to the shape of the
aforesaid projection and also being spaced from the outermost
15 longitudinally extending edge of its side wall by a predetermined
distance, these distances being such that when two posts are placed
side by side in a modular support system with the projection of one
.post matingly éecured in the groove of an adjacent post the-two
posts will be precisely aligned with one another without the need
20 of measurements or tools. In some systems, a number of such
aligned posts can be used, and, in addition, connectors may be used

to joint such aligned posts together.
Accordingly, the present invention provides support posts
having post sections which can ‘easily be spliced together by
25 installing a splicing arrangement in openings at end portions of

two post sections and joining them together, and which can be

—
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havi ng post sections which can easily be spliced together by installing a
- splicing arrangenent in openings at end portions of two post sections and
j oi ning themtogether, and which can be '

- - b- positioned upright by installing a foot nenber in another of the

' f th t .3 [ l
bt oqPERLEABARO BT GRS g1 et 49 A HBEETh CaFiBERRE pEPREL Y
t I n t f ' , i |
7ol asabPSRRgE En e E Y FosHTRREETRNs. | WarpiRER @onpehentslcan b2 1

connect PBA' & hRO 1Ry € hEftHable fhat FPEHtaAR
support #ealdag" Holficed PBA" thlOSlount IR PO¥EAREERBRLECE Xhet EREMEATace

Fi gure gao'hs_%i%n%e xR AHd \Supp ¥ Podts ASSEALLRE prdeberedl embodimenst, r thieur e
i ncorporating the support "‘posts of the present invention, wth nodul ar

fugni t UpPer@HYRCEEIS S086t ed16HEABRY, engage a commeeting arrangemphbddd

I sonetric view of a group of support posts of the present invention;

Fi gure 2lilswarchs seuhpert i poset toc beé awmfedtied stppandthenssuppbriupestt, 2;
Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of a support post enbodying the present
i nvent i thereby formingFipgirte of ias moduday sappodd:t sithrugitaweof a nounti ng
arrangenment for support posts enbodying the present invention;

Figure 6 is an expl oded BRIEX DBESCRIPFILON)OFcTHE HRAWINGS of two support

posts of the present invention which are engaged and aligned with each
ot her; Figre 7 |is 2 deerspeckbyededeyi efy an Pﬁgeg‘g’aﬁ& tm°;%’§f=rof

10 furniture structure incorporating the support posts of the present
invention, with modular furniture components mounted thereon;

Figure 2 is an exploded isometric view of a group of
support posts of the present invention;
Figure 3 is an assembled isometric view of the support

15 posts of support 2;

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of a support post
embodying the present invention;

Figure 5 1is an expléded detail view of a mounting
arrangement for support posts embodying the present invention;

20 Figure 6 is an exploded detail view of the end portions
of two support posts of the present invention which are engaged
and aligned with each other;

Figure 7 is a detail exploded view of the support post of

Figure 5, with the standard partially cut away; and

————————
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Figu}e 5 wth the standard partially cut away; and

-6- Figure 8 is a detail exploded view of a support post of
the present invention and a support bracket for a furniture conmponent to
be installed on the support post. DESCRI PTI ON OF THE

PREFERRED EMBODI MElL;re 8 is a aBeh§fr ekp1eedal il o¥C GORRBEHY g8sAdIgs,
Figure 1 shows a particul ar advant ageous application of thé support posts

23 of thhe present |iimasttivh Used |8 asuppbitar birackieltur o2y si erButhiture
consi sting of a nunber of furniture conmponents nounted on or connected to

a pl ur atbhpoplentupeobe (nstall2addf onnthet sgppoet post.di fferent
configurations. Slotted standards 27 are installed in the front face
portions of the suppDESCRIPIION3OFWIHE: PREFERRED EMBODIMENT ds 29 are
installed on the rear face portions of the posts  23. . .Modul ar
f uBni ture conponeRefexmimagasnew déok tdie acaAMPABYENGs HIFWITHS anB1igUEPNd: s
(not shown) can be nounted in the slotted standards 27, while shelves 35
are nousheWsi a pastiowlar adiaatagesys appiicahian nefrehe (FERPTte R B3 n
greater detail below Support posts. 23 are forned fr£n1s éiced-toggthg{
post s@&t it poesemtipveptighpaised| iR nadd mod u?ﬁg'%ﬁ?lﬁys em 21

Level er feet, 37 are installed on the_| ower ds 38 of th f 3 d
bott om Ef’m{s‘r@ e6nifechug ﬁBsébg] pﬁwglﬁgg%sc%?@@@?‘h‘égt Hl%%i})tfer%sggﬁ&ﬁg

evel et ohathctbe WiE ' ob A7 PLAT Bk olioeti el 5 VEEnhA, HiGeRY
mﬁbl-kn8@%f3%£ﬁ¥“ﬂéﬁ¥%éﬁgéé¥3ns. Slotted standards 27 are installed in
the front face portions of the support posts 23, while round hole
standards 29 are installed on the rear face portions of the posts

23.
Modular furniture components such as a desk 31,

15 cantilever shelf 33, and cabinets (not shown) can be mounted in the
slotted standards 27, while shelves 35 are mounted in the round
hole standards 29 in a manner to be described in greater detail
below. Support posts 23 are formed from spliced-together post
sections 25, as will also be explained in detail presently.

20 Leveler feet 37 are installed on the lower ends 38 of the
posts 23, and bottom brackets 39 connect opposed posts 23 by
engaging the corresponding leveler feet 37. The bottom brackets 39
are also secured to the floor by conventional expandable floor
anchors (see Figure 5), such as are well-known and available from

25 many sources, or other suitable method. Top connecting bars 41 are

installed on the top ends 40 of the posts 23 to connect laterally

-6
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many sources, or other suitable nmethod. Top connecting bars 41 are
installed on the top ends 40 of the posts 23 to connect laterally
-7- spaced posts 23 to form nodul ar furniture structure 21. The
installation of |leveler feet 37 and top connecting bars 41 will be

ot or ol Fpaead hofsd 2 ckan Tl podflEr ERHNGRRERIcRaEATHL, b

spac posts 23 an Ity to the nmodul ar

furni t UG BLAYGEYDR 34.18R0Rk: Hodis FPUHPLRPIMRRILAINIE bark? 4 P11 bde

expl ainéd 1n et al el ow, on conventi onal | ar connectors or
f ast eneiy sbigkedNBWNdw S #dogeraMal.l aremes eMdRR Winrdtitopposed
Cor poration of Ann Arbor, chi gan, or other sources, while panels 46 are

nount ed s CRAWEPd1lDpakpaded igbstd agsen@ics. add further Trigddityowot cthe
Figure 2, support posts 23 of the present invention are shown in expl oded

di ggr ammadud ako farnittihe poistuctanss i2ans Famedp arsatied mdRosted dwttiwaen oSt
be of any appropriate height, and in the preferred enbodinent, can
be eithker, amppriddi e expliaiinedy -igi funtitess detadgphediavwt @y garigntaional
inches in height. Splicing nenbers 47 can be seen positi-oned inbetween

i nt er metiodudagosenpecters endtasienens t(@etpshevEhdSUED, a8 oHRRIS i PR L IRR 1S
51 are positioned above top connecting bars 41 for installation thereof.
Bot t om BExadkcERe 3Uniretputi Coapeyatd obn gfydinn AePer ¥achagan, O RfAS
slots 50. Slotted standards 27 and round hol e, st andar ds 28.hav been .

oni t t ed SOYRS quivbider gpanelsi AP aFej IMQRRted | by conven 1°n%igﬁ‘ba%‘m

depicts th ost sections 25 and other conponents of Figure 2 in assenbl ed

dit@gr ant@ETERESn and with

Turning now to Figure 2, support posts 23 of the present
invention are shown in exploded diagrammatic form, with post
sections 25 separated. Post sections 25 can be of any appropriate
height, and in the preferred embodiment, can be either

15 approximately thirty-six inches or approximately forty-eight inches
in height. Splicing members 47 can be seen positioned inbetween
intermediate post section ends 49. At top post ends 40, connecting
bolts 51 are positioned above top connecting bars 41 for
installation thereof. Bottom brackets 39 are positioned to engage

20 leveler feet 37 in elongated slots 50. Slotted standards 27 and
round hole standards 29 have been omitted from Figure 2 for clarity
of illustration.

Figure 3 depicts the post sections ZS'Eand other
components of Figure 2 in assembled diagrammatic form and with

25 slotted standards 27 and round hole standards 29 installed.

Connecting bolts 51 are installed in the top ends 40 so as to

;

e —

e
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stotted standards 27 and round hole standards 29 installed. Connecting

bolts 51 are installed in the top ends 40 so as to attach

connecting bars 41 to the posts 23. Likew se, leveler feet 37 and bottom

" brackets 39 have been installed at | ower ends 38 so that the posts 23 are
supported thereon. Round hol e standards 29 have been onitte

| oner eatbach3gonneching Rars 4de topshe BRSTE 2gost §'1§§W1§8'ag’et"8 I g\ﬁeltor

installation of the above- nentioned dul ar tors.(not s f or
mount | n§7oRngaketdogs brackets 39 hayvg,pgen Fpﬁﬁgaaﬁﬁegttﬁ% tféﬁ r & So

cross-section_of post t 25, h

byI at paithadsf dhﬁ PoskS) Izée‘c??'l O%P@R&lr &@CH'&S? gﬁnﬁ;ﬁoy N 5%2%2%3: 3‘?%&{ el
relatio n an_int t | d

vl l's aPgHG t RES po@i%%n %eas‘é?e ' Reresy e dhif | 300, erﬁé%“efgaf“%ede

| ongi t udi_n II g e I

r‘;l’chanﬁ’é’ g ‘gégreé;g’ec 9 ve % grﬁ'lrlgﬁg L' §n g%ﬁﬁt{%%igf '?%Dogén >
recelve o] ey t d
the rouh g%l?Hggté% Jé rear face S(%%r?gn%éggﬁoﬁspecmgdgﬁl%ﬁ

sl otted standard %Egu% f quﬁmé\tp&@é‘@ the teameveirsenstobersection hopatet
into a |longitudinall'y extending abutnment wall 59 which adds support at the

m dpoi nNis Rt iidie 53 otezsﬂchsmnqéhérahyamﬂ-médom htemed abgland padri of
fixed in place by bolts 57 threading into a conventional nodul ar connect or

67 whi clgidecwad 180al naktédin Clom)itmdinadiiyulite spastdvperalicl swlakiay
are tightened. Void 69 is configured to accept a wi de variety of nodular

camnect @rsl far Hntpmomed iatof connectodswa¥1 298 patehding, between the side

walls along the longitudinal extent thereof, and the outermost

longitudinally extending edges of the side walls 77 are formed with

slots or channels 55 and 65, respectively, arranged in facing

relation to receive and support the slotted standard 27 at front

15 face portion 53 and the round hole standard 29 at rear face portion

63, respectively. The slotted standard 27 is fixed in place by

conventional bolts 57 threaded into a longitudinally extending

abutment wall 59 which adds support at the midpoint of the slotted

standard 27, and the round hole standard 29 is fixed in place by

20 bolts 57 threading into a conventional modular connector 67 which

bears againéf the back side of shoulders 58 when such screws 57 are

tightened. Void 69 is configured to accept a wide variety of

modular connectors for supporting of standards 27,29, panels 45,

and many other components. The slots or channels 55 and 65 of two

25 spliced-together post sections 25 form a continuous slot or channel

extending along both post sections 25.
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and many ot her conponents. The slots or channels 55 and 65 of two
spl i ced-toget her post sections 25 form a conti nuous slot or channel
' extendi ng al ong both post sections 25.

- 9- The intermedi ate connector wall 78 is formed with a

passage 73 that ppgbergilermedaids tbaAnestbie Wi yadiml fbemgth witier aof
to provide openings 71 at the ends of post section 25, and relief voids 75

are prophdsdgal gngthhe peéfagably brtandssthéapntige dbnyliteddsailnlepgthngs
71 or driving of connectors therein, all as explained in greater detai

bel ow. thereof to providelomimimgsalisat7thecehdsnef post gectdoni 8As asdon
one side wall 77 which are |ocated at predeterm ned di stances from the

out er noselliefigvoidis rizd |areexmavdided sidngt the cpAssaged yteoAssist tapping
formed in the other side wall 77 and | ocated a correspondin redet er m ned
di 8t anceff thneade butepemings digerudrading 8?t€ﬁﬂPﬁ§t°Eﬁd§th8gBof?11 as
Projections 79 and grooves 81 are_constructed and configured for mating
engagene¥pladnedain gzeater getaip| RPAGW-in nore detail bel ow, adjacent

Do oS S S B LA i TS Hhath SRR g8 3087875
00T SpRngie AR R Lt §EaERARRIHEA, BB Bo8h o
oS! OB, hEsBEndBE TSR RS P RO IAALS phP R, td BivRRCL22

i g'ngag U8=DULAHIL A e Fknd LRBL1LELEY7Y CaRE9268atEECh Ok FEEpAAIRg

predetermined distance from the outermost longitudinally extending

ends thereof. Projections 79 and grooves 81 are constructed and

configured for mating engagemenﬁ so that, as will be explained in

more detail below, adjacent post sections 25 can be aligned by

15 engagement of projections 79 on one post section 25 in grooves 81

on the other post section 25.

Figufe 5 shows, in a detail exploded view, top connecting

bolt 51 inserted in the opening 71 (not shown) at top post end 40,

and leveler feet 37 positioned to be inserted in the openings 71

20 (not shown) at lower ends 38. The top connecting bar 41 is secured

to the top end 40 by the top bolt 51, while the bottom bracket 39

is positioned to engage leveler feet 37 in elongated slots 50, and

to then be attached to the floor through installation of

conventional expandable floor anchors 82, such as are widely

25 - available. Notches 52 in the lower ends 38 of post section 25

allow clearance space for floor anchors 82 during installation.
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to then be attached to the floor through installation of conventional
expandabl e fl oor anchors 82, such as are widely available. Notches 52 in
the | ower ends 38 of post section 25 allow clearance space for floor
anchors 82 during installation. -10
Installed fl oor anchors 82 thus securely attach bottom bracket 39 to

the fl odnstaddest a‘&a&r Jnghons, &2 éﬁ%’g’@@@q%%rﬁ‘?’-‘@&h Pottom du@asket 9

posts 23 tg.the_ flo Each aforesaid £|IC# g genber 47, _as
shown i &FOF 'ﬂlﬁef%°°rcoﬂ§ﬁisp§'a8*‘e’é éanﬁéhti?‘lfrﬁle‘b‘?% gVedgrsfest t?e?vﬁfg

" *he SgguTendhey P’ 4t & 684 F14%-al |'ed | hole 94 formed by o
d I '
renber 47 A Lop “%5?@%9%%%8% d Fealbe i -sats"%égure S0 ¢
4 I
cognect ljug Hak o éfog‘ &éﬁgeﬂé’ ddd Mg :{J‘h‘% %ﬁllerde d a%% %rﬁl Ssam

connecting bolt orditnar contenp ate that™ t op

bol t 518@“%&@1&5%‘%&%@&51:&% H‘PU{:HebEpHéE. 'ﬁ@mﬁ@lraﬁfw% A A in

al though such an arrangenent is possible. he event" Is desired to
install tae %ﬁmﬁﬁgrmt t agbith@crewr ad ai‘eeninmilé&cinonalbo 9aaHorald® by
I nterior grooves allow for accurate drilling of an appropriate bore

across tintewrmiidiate peshnaetihgnswabl 78 to providéha pdebpehrestop for
enbodi mrent of the present invention, the abutnment wall 59 is fornmed with a

gui de gspdie ity exémipelr ng7al orilg top sconngectidgndbly &4dt ebsli adisbesiowmatin he
transverse mdpoint thereof. Accordingly, whenever a threaded fastener 57
i 40t 0 b&Figure 6 with top connecting bar 41 omitted to illustrate the
relief void 75 adjacent connecting bolt 51. It is not ordinarily
contemplated that top connecting bolt 51 and splicing member 47
would be installed adjacent one another, although such an
arrangement is possible. In the event it is desired to install a
15 connector attaching two adjacent post sections to each other,
interior grooves 72 allow for accurate drilling of an appropriate
bore across the width of.post sections 25.
In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the
abutment wall 59 is formed with a guide groove 85 extending along
20 its longitudinally extending length at the transverse midpoint
thereof. A&cordingly, whenever a threaded fastener 57 is to be
threaded into the abutment wall 59 to hold slotted standard 27 in
place, as described above, the centrally located guide groove 85
can be used to guide a drill or similar tool (not shown) for

25 forming a bore 84 for the fastener 57 at the precise midpoint of

abutment wall 59 so that even a large diameter fastener 57 will be

10
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threaded into the abutnment wall 59 to hold slotted standard 27 in place,
as descri bed above, the centrally | ocated gui de groove 85 can be used to
guide a drill or simlar tool (not shown) for formng a bore 84 for the
fastener 57 at the precise mdpoint of abutnment wall 59 so that even a

't Ereggbﬂ'tmxram % %%53?%&%@%# E@m ey il Brced ”i;*ﬁ s ettoped

L . _
ﬁﬁ‘;tZ‘ZRtag; Pafoaf; shufh ERiSkopRE ofaArtRient wedl S RIE allddh fog,the e
1Eals'? gﬁ;rﬁg}éﬂ}y L gs'nBFDﬁI‘.'T]—f&ur eﬂg‘ & ‘%ﬁ? %%axoéc%gypooéne %rgoe%%f[ | n-g&gr{’i%{et
87 with, g:tﬂ gﬁkﬁggkanégéaéssf&gvﬁie&);t i[fr}?éj 1 rﬁﬂ?%ei&éf@ more

slotted stan I n additron ting ends two post sections

25 qare spip Y it S0 115 1 bl i dif €H® raddd&d & andard 27

overlaps splice joint 91 by a I'ongitudina extent and reaches a standard

joint 93 which is mpagegutéeos) shl iraenijteira! cdhpohddtowRiuniMg briKkdto s pf
the slotted standard 27 is fixed to the abutnent wal | 59 by two threaded

f ast enendltly , mduret xity hosls ngo adldi showal pskitighkdt dorhemnpigenentoiin e
and avoiding the creation of a plane of weakness at such splice joint 91.
The supEdrdtipadtsa8ndardh27pr eIanadditdoni, orthies abutt iagdienidsn afb two mpst
nodul ar and quite versatile in serving many functions, also easily
assenbl geatianms2pusrea splddest together str splice figintur 9l uwdile the
conponents. Splicing of the post sections, 25 to formposts 23 is easjly
ad®onp! issiedekas gtan@@gdsgm(gvgflaps splice joint 91 by a longitudinal

extent and reaches a standard joint 93 which is spaced from splice

joint 91. The overlapping portion of the slotted standard 27 is

fixed to the abutment wall 59 by two threaded fasteners 57, thereby

adding additional strength to the splice joint 91 and avoiding the
15 creation of a plane of weakness at such splice joint 91.

The supﬁort post 23 of the present invention is, in
addition to being modular and quite versatile in serving many
functions, also easily assembled to construct a modular support
structure for furniture components. Splicing of the post sections

20 25 to form posts 23 is easily accomplished by driving splicing
members 47 into openings 71 and then fitting corresponding posts
sections 25 over the projecting length of the splicing members 47
to form a spliced unitary post 23. In order to position the

splicing members 47 at the correct depth and the openings 71, set

25 screws 95 are first inserted at the appropriate depth so as to form
11
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menbers 47 into openings 71 and then fitting correspofidi ng posts sections
.25 over the projecting length of the splicing menbers 47 to forma spliced
“unitary post 23. In order to position the splicing nenbers 47 at the .
correct depth and the openings 71, set screws 95 are first inserted at the

appropria p 0 t o .f.an - 12-
a dept haskigﬁq'?’oﬁsttggﬂ if?;’l}ngs%r%él%ﬂ'gﬁsm ) °r§ ﬁgt’egsagg\ygdar?&ogﬁomq ﬁ"'h%%

) Figure gqr installation of the top connecting bolts 51 and the
| evel er #gét 37, the openings 71 at the top ends 40 and | ower ends 38 of

the posts 23 are fgkStns?aA9dtionf SFMABPEER kahfcltifddbolidae sl A EHLOP
connecting bolts 51 and leveler feet 37 are"then threadedly engaged in the

correspoadelgropedt Ny, /the Agdhamge 7h aflthebeopOiepdst hat apidhdowean@ndd ¥
equi val ent nmet hods of creating a threaded engagenent, such as driving of

sebf - t hpeadmotlser ppstsn23o0pee Fixrstl tappedi tdi fotheapprpprdhatehdahreasiant

i nvention. Once |eveler feet 37 have been installed, they are adjusted to
| evel thbherediduland st ordnsdctinigirisoliasdsboandnilévatert £8éti 87i masealtheth as
descri bed above to anchor the structure to the floor.

| nst al | hireadsidlivhengagead dirs tthel acoksr @9pond tng copenings, 71 nailktbomgbf ditr ed
enmbodi ment, by drilling bores at the appropriate_ |ocations along the

abut nenMugki §ei ngtgdoshatsotbert gengrald¥neqsdvalenspmeghods wér eregivdnaby
formed to formthreads therein, and then  threadedly engaging the threaded
f ast enepstBrepded engagementy sMeheas ArAvipg Réagelackbreapgdings SExe¥shden

f ound toegrovide excellenthgerfornance as t hreaded fasteners 57. It

th
shBul d BRENABPE]7dgaPRet HAFhdRhERer SEPRRPE é’rﬁ& BEREPT e LAYER ALt t R0GENg
the leveler feet 37 have been installed, they are adjusted to level the

modular support structure, and bottom bracket 39 is installed as
described above to anchor the structure to the floor.
Installation of the slotted standards 27 is accomplished,
15 in the preferred embodiment, by drilling bores at the appropriate
locations along the abutment aligning groove 85 on the abutment 59,
tapping the bores thereby formed to form threads therein, and then
threadedly engaging the threaded fasteners 57 in the threaded
bores. Allen head machine bolts have been found to provide
20 excellent performance as the threaded fasteners 57. It should be
noted again that other fasteners and other methods of attaching the
slotted standards 27 to the abutments 59, such as driving self-
threading screws, are within the scope of the present invention.
Round hole standards 29 are, ‘as discussed above, mounted
25 in rear face portiohs 63.of the post sections 25 by use of modular

connectors 67. It should be noted that slotted standards 27 can

12
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slotted standards 27 to the abutnments 59, such as driwing self- threading
screws, are within the scope of the present invention. Round
-hol e standards 29 are, as discussed above, nounted in rear face portions
63 of the post sections 25 by use of nodular connectors 67. It should be
noted that slotted standards 27 can

-13 -  alssdeeinskalleddin ireanrfIcs eotionm S Lhrough use cobimodalanr
connectors 67, when desired. Portions of rear face 63 may al so be |eft

wi t h no camneehars §3vawhen desieed. Roriians Qoxkeankpee ¢hrmay al3o bewn
nodul ar connectors can be installed therein to, support coppopnents such as

panel s 4RL%HWitheno shandard, wpstalled tBeEgiBe &8 BEkPd: ABPVRreRd a

Once the desired slotted st ds_ 27 and d hole, ds .29 '
ol ace, | LY 0BT HPEVRo MR TR SO (pheReS LBPE e TBRR ofP

hocks oo EP=E, SRpoRnke shH s heand B 168 SRR AR T Teceedt 0
signifi %eéﬁ}%fkes,b%{d preRerTeL el for conponents such as the desk 31,

cantil ever ves or many ot her furniture conponents as illustrated

in Figure 1. Shelygse BEh%Qthe%ti%a @ﬂ?]@@éaa&eaﬁaﬁﬁhér LONRRACHounhole

easily be positioned Int ol es of the round hole standard 29 at

adj ust aitaaAdEPd4 O are in pladBe b@sé C ARiHoRAYELORbAAYAR! | ArEi QR i N

Figure 3 can also easily be conbined to forma'larger nodul ar support
st ruct urcompotendtepPagketdhen b@htel lon Al gdtspestls 23 showheiml Fiesk 8,

t hrough engagenent of the side wall projections 79 in a post section 25

10 .conventional mounting brackets 87 with hooks 89 are easily mounted

in the slotted standard 27 and thereby provide significant load-

bearing capacity for components such as the desk 31, cantilever

shelves 33, or many other furniture components as illustrated in

Figure 1. Shelves 37 and other appropriate modular components can

15 ‘easily be positioned in the holes of the round hole standard 29 at
adjustable locations.

The basic fouf-post configuration shown in Figure 3 can
also easily be combined to form a larger modular support structure,
as depicted in Figure 1. Adjacent posts 23 can be aligned through

20 engagement of the side wall projections 79 in a post section 25
with corresﬁbnding side wall grooves 81 in an adjacent post section
25, as depicted in Figure 6 to achieve the larger structure shown
in Figure 1. Mating engagement of projections 79 and grooves 81
provides alignment of the adjacent post sections with each other so
25 as to create a modular support structure which can mount furniture

components in correctly aligned and arranged configuration and also

13
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wi th corresponding side wall grooves 81 in an adjacent post section 25, as
depicted in Figure 6 to achieve the larger structure shown in Figure 1.
Mat i ng engagenent of projections 79 and grooves 81 provides alignnent of

t he adj acent post sections with each other so as to create a nodul ar

A TN N TR S

1 A AT BRh LSO o) 6B ARRS RSk BE 0340
Uk, @y D GSECAE ARl S ORI GBE0 A0,
ioc o Julitiana! dgoiuen|Gaen0lovabi g vty of 3 higEM SO

LT gnt weiggitudtebd,, vzi‘ﬁﬁbuﬁsré&b'ﬂﬂ%%ﬂ{e WS AR P ©dodDy, Flddouah

the use of other nmaterials iS w n the scope of the present i|nvention.

Li ght weiggligritrichl Geviies be enpl oyed to formthe posts 23 of the present

i nvention through an extrusion process, which allows efficient and N
econom cal producthensupparti gpbsts| e of phet present cintegtiieni eanofbehe
posts 23 of the present invention, as shown-in cross-section in ;‘;Fi"g'u'f[,e 4,
whi ch i rdvangagedusghefdmdd) firon dsightns ightc aretiad , esugh yasialwhibply or
formed in the aforenentioned extrusion process. ~ Thé desi.gn®of the
post s 2®tden harpressiatenadiryen aihoughndihaisuse gaff pther Mpkeniadss is

Post sections can be easily _spliced together, to forma post of sufficient
hdi%ht fHthigethe gcope of "the present invention. Lightweight metals may

be employed to férm the posts 23 of the present invention through

an extrusion process, which allows efficient and economical
production of a high volume of posts. The configuration of the
posts 23 of the present invention, as shown in cross—-section in

15 Figure 4, which includes only one fully enclosed void, can be
easily and simply formed in the aforementioned extrusion process.

The design of the posts 23 of the present invention has

numerous . significant advantages. Post sections can be easily
spliced together to form a post of sufficient height for use in a

20 modular support structure, yet the relatively smaller size of each
post section allows them to be economically and conveniently
transported. The same post section design can be used for both the
upper and lower sections 25 of the post 23, given that each post

section will accept installation of leveler feet, splicing members,

25 and top connecting screws. Moreover, the assembled support posts
14
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modul ar support structure, yet the relatively smaller 'size of each post
section allows themto be economcally and conveniently transported. The

- sane post section design can be used for both the upper and | ower sections
25 of the post 23, given that each post section will accept installation
of leveler feet, spljcing.nmemiers and.t o 'ﬂg_sr ver

t he ass@ﬁﬁl‘“&%’ Slm) ‘Hn‘{)ogf‘sa rodd var1e99 o%nnﬁfztﬂ & SééﬁpoP{BB’E_ngn_d
permt nountin d yari.et f ' GRORSMS o3ad  nodul ar

avggg}aﬁgégﬁﬁég%%&%h it f%%t.% e ¢ B S il

connect nits rear ace portions.

therefore be readiﬁh}ﬂﬁ'ﬁ{;ﬁ&?@f‘gﬁ%%é"gr]fé‘amrys%aer%ltﬁdde% | RHd¥R Yerddmy

the present invention I's susceptl broad utility and application.

Many e"%%iiﬂ%lat Six@néhéldla?{:afthalas tife phediiteshVentient isnsasbeptibde tdrose

herei n described, as we as many variations, nodifications and equi val ent

ar sangempahd Weiliby ar@PapsTicdtivn.or Mangs enbbl ymenty eaid cadap tatel qurse ot
I nvention and the Toregoing description thereof, w thout departing from

the subkgleapgesentsinpention hethuretdizin ithoeet heneifcdesclr itgd, ashiwedl s
present invention has been described herein in detail in relation toits
pr ef er r egingnivadiiathons| t modif cdtsl ansdamst e iMadient: dirgagigesentis &ild &e y
illustrative and exenplary of the present invention and is nade nerely for
pur poseapparenty fiomgon Fedsonakly evadastedibyc they pregent dnvigpd#qro @ndrhe
foregoing disclosure is not intended or to be construed to limt the
present thevefioregodng clerguipfian sheread ,aritheut oAePRTEHG FEARS the

adaptations, variations, nodifications and equiyal ent _arrangenents, .the
pAdsent SURRLEENGD PHFFRPS | f t ERSoRF§SEPLY Hévgf‘&?-ﬁﬁ'ap&é:ﬁﬂﬁm'o “Aﬂg% he
the present invention has been described herein in detail in
relation to its preferred embodiment, it is to be understood that
this disclosure is only illustrative and exemplary of the present
invention and is made merely for purposes of providing a full and
15 enabling disclosure of the invention. The foregoing disclosure is
not intended or to be construed to limit the present invention or
otherwise to exclude any such other embodiments, adaptations,
variations, modifications and equivalent arrangements, the present
invention being limited only by the claims appended hereto and the

20 equivalents thereof.
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equi val ents t hereof. - =16 - Ve
claim 1. A support post for use in a system gf. d 2k

furniture which includes furniture conponents, a splicing eplaced
foot nmenber, said support post conprising: : |"H L
vertically elongated post sections, each post s g
two oppdedl@idporti ons and a |l ongitudinally oriented front
face portion; each of said front face portions including
nount i ng 1. rrea‘hs SHPPOFEUNPPSY FSFUI BSef dthi Pur%‘l%*%ﬁ&)oﬂént%°dular

t her eon; each of said end | pns |nclud|ng
vl | urniture i inglion FEIHIHE GPIRPRRT e SEBRLATG ROR0S,
rel easabl enga e of the s f oot
renbor B FLLRRE ETHEE s A3 APRAE B & s Lha' to be

splg ced toget her and ngS:Jga{ﬂn %l'lpé’f @aﬂﬂ' elongated Jhﬁl?ré dlt{'
spli ci ng nenber in two © <A & respe Ve eni ngs an T hser T |ng

t he foot menber i gg@tggétfénsihélgdln?htﬁg 6§§3EQ@SeEQrP%&Q@@H§r%%ereln

support post ther€on post of "claim1
said walls in eaqhhgfitipithand R Cﬁfdr{’@ f’aé@:}i&fti/&ﬁd conmuni cat i ng

with said opening at” sald end portion. he support post of
claim1, wherein each Qdacific# said front face portions including mounting
means for mounting modular furniture components thereon;

10 and

each of said end portions including a wall
constructed and configured to define an opening for
releasably engaging one of the splicing member or the
foot member to thereby permit said pair of post sections

15 to be spliced together and positioned upright by .
inserting the splicing member in two of said respective

openings and inserting the foot member in another of said

openings for supporting said support post thereon.

2. The support post of claim 1, wherein said walls in
20 each of said end portions define a relief void communicating with

said opening at said end portion.

3. The support post of claim 1, wherein each of said
post sections includes a passage extending between said opposed

ends to provide said openings at each of said end portionms.

16
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post sections includes a passage extendi ng between sai'd opposéH11
provi de sai d openings at each of said end portions.

GG

- -17 - 4. The support post of claim 3, wherein ea
post sections defines a continuous straln rellef voi d connunlcatlng Wi t
sai d passage. Qf Ghak-ay g@ﬁrgfnsgagh
of said post sect i"ons ares?l&p ??’r om I | ghtwm ght’ extrude’g ﬁat eri al

6. The 8&9!09%&1;98&& &dr il B bon \Mgﬁhehe EBRaSYSEET OF voRS W muirsicicige

furtherPrRcl udes connecti ng neans connecting one of said support posts

to an aggthlgggh pagsalesai d support posts, and said openings are
configured to rel easabl'y engage said -connecting neans to thereby permt

- the two said support posts to be selectively connected to one anot her.

7. The support post of claiml1, wherein the systemof nodular furniture
further includes spdul @hecuptir possnbfactait 3 sawbepein sachi ofs said

i ncludes a longitudinally oriented rear face portion forned with a channel
nmegber posst sectddnsndreofbrmededrom lightiwed ghite extauwided swherdadr.s.

8. The support post of claim1l1, wherein each of said post sect i ons

I ncl udes two opposed side portions, one of said side portions having a

| ongitudinally extendln% groove forned therein
6 e support post of claim 1, wherein the system of

modular furniture further includes connecting means for connecting
one of said support posts to an additional one of said support
posts, and said openings are configured to releasably engage said
10 connecting means to thereby permit the two said support posts to be

selectively connected to one another.

7. The support post of claim 1, wherein the system of
modular furniture further includes modular connectors, and each of
said post sections includes a longitudinally oriented rear face

15 portion formed with a channel member constructed aﬁd configured to

receive the modular connectors.

8. The support post of claim 1, wherein each of said
post sections includes two opposed side portions, one of said side
portions having a longitudinally extending groove formed therein

20 and the other of said side portions having a longitudinally
extending projection thereon, said groove and said projection being

configured for mating engagement, said groove and projection being

17
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and the other of said sidée porijiosiset HasBesuRepl gitudi'nally extending
projection thereon, said groove. ction being configured for
mat i ng engagenent, said groove’ bei ng

-18 - positioned on said sup post sections so that when said

proj ection s ofonS2k4: 808 L 0SBt igdleh offa02geS ReLOrPNe i
anot her pﬁo%slt%sog[cheq or"i’,n tﬁglgméﬁ%%e?? ons wll be in alignnent wth lone

anot her ojection on Sne JPSsSUPRYSt RRTLiShsChatThdly Vaegaids Saidl gEssvd ng

. pr| s
means. i Bcl s a standard having a row of vertically spaced openings

formed idieneictnke’ pstassedlén s upiotivod bosdgbat ibis i1l ebe chmainigyrinsentand
wherein said post sections are fornmed to provide a channel configured to

recei ve i drihGaigther 10. The support post of claim?9
wherein said support post includes an abutnment for support of the
st andar d. 11. The support post of claim 10, wherein said

abutment includes a |ongitudinal groove fornmed therein at the center |,
t hareof for providi.ng Theysuhpdnly dasthiafy adfaigprles whersdny siid Reunting
12. The support post of claim9, wherein said channels in said_pair of
post seaidanyss dneludegned tstansdand bsNdnguods r¥halfiel VeXEEFRLAY SRARPd
said front face portions of each said post section, and said standard is
posi t i oreEendingsi Forapd thereimoier detachable support of modular furniture

components, and wherein said post sections are formed to provide a

channel configured to receive the standard.

10 10. The support post of claim 9, wherein said support

post includes an abutment for support of the standard.

11. The support post of claim 10, wherein said abutment
includes a longitudinal groove formed therein at the center thereof

for providing a guide for forming of bores in said abutment.

15 | 12. The support post of claim 9, wherein said channels
in said pair of post sections are aligned to form a continuous
channel extending along said front face portions of each said post
section, and said standard is positioned within said continuous
channel so as to overlap the-ébﬁtting ends of said post sections

20 which are spliced together.

18
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channel so as to overlap the abutting ends of said poest sections which are
. spliced together. - 19 -

13. A support system for nodul ar furniture conponents, conprising:

a pair of vertically elongated post sections, each post section

i ncl uding two oppoggd eﬂ%nﬁ%ﬁéf@@y?@gm a%oe]f ,modular dflgﬂr:]}gi%%&?% Nabh¥oREhel! ed

front face portion exten I ONsS,
each of Sash£0fhgortions defining an opening therein
each of said front face portions including nmounting means for

nmount i ng nodul ar fur ni tArga 5O NPO RESHESLEAEI P ongated post_sectﬁéﬁé?iéﬁbh
means for splicing together said posts; adj ust abl e foot

means for adjustingosbesbetibh dhcluding two SeppoPest éhdapdrtions and a
sai d openings at each of said ends being constructed and

corgigured to rel ehsadpl udingmliey ooeriehted dfsphtcifiagce portion exbensdimg
said adjustable foot neans to thereby permt - said pair of post
sections to be splhetweenmaidrentdhdportions; posi tioned upright by
inserting said splicing means in two of said respective openings
and inserting said each ofjdpadfaberdf RArtians Adefindger abf QReRANg
openi ngs for . supporting said post sections thereon.

14. The support sySR®FR¥i claim 13, wherein said each of

each of said front face portions including mounting
10 means for mounting modular furniture components thereon;
'splicing means for splicing together said posts;
adjustable foot means for.adjusting the height of
said posts; and
said openings at each of said ends being constructed
15 and configured to releasably engage one of said splicing
means or said adjustable foot means to thereby permit
said pair of post sections to be spliced together and
positioned upright by inserting said splicing means in
two of said respective openings and inserting said
20 adjustable foot means in another of said openings for

slipporting said post sections thereon.

14. The support system of claim 13, wherein said each of
said end portions define relief voids communicating with said
respective opening at said end.

is Sheet Has Been Reilaced
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sai d qpdsierHas Bee Reiddcedhe rel i ef voi ds communi cati ng Wth said respective
~openi ng -20 -
+ 15. The mamt“n‘iﬁ m of claim 13, wherein each of said post sections
- defines ge extendi ng between said opposed end portions to define

sai d openings in $3id g g 8@55156199 system of claiml§3, TAgerelip Gdcts BH ediaf
claim 15, wherein each™ o d post sections defines a continuous strain

relief ?é@ §&8ﬂyﬁh§a$éfﬁhe§Md3Ba%éh@epéiﬁéﬁalng between said’oppbeeduppart
system claim 15, wherein each of "said post sections are formed from

IIghtwe?ebﬁleﬁgrudedeﬁahersahd openings in sa@d &hd poppdon.system of claim
further including a second pair of said post sections and connecting

means for connecting said first and second pairs of post sections, and
wherein said openings at each of said ends are constructed and conflgured
to rel easably engage s®hd suppect isystmmmes cflaimhébebyheyrinieadniqf sadd
pairs of support post sections to be selectively connected to one anqt her.
195 Thepesbpsettigns alefiinas @ eontintgnshetraie | xelinf vaiducommunifatisss,
and wherein each of said post sections has a |ongitudinal rear face

porti onwithneaidi pAsgagRannel nember constructed and configured to receive
sai d nodul ar connectors. ’

17. The support system of claim 15, wherein each of said

post sections are formed from lightweight extruded material.

18. The support system of claim 13, further including a

10 second pair of said post sections and connecting means for
connecting said first and second pairs of post sections, and -

wherein said openings at ‘each of said ends are constructed and

configured to releasably engage said connecting ﬁeans, to thereby

permit said two pairs of support post sections to be selectively

15 connected to one another.

19. The support systenm of claim 13, further including
modular conriectors, and wherein each of said post sections has a
longitudinal rear face portion formed with a channel member

constructed and configured to receive said modular connectors.

20 20. The support system of claim 13, wherein said post

sections each include two side portions, one of said side portions

20
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20. The support system of claim 13, wherein said post™ sections each

I ncl ude two side portions, one of said side portions

- 21 - having a | ongi tudi nally extendi ng groove forned therein and the
ot her of said side portions having a longitudinally extending projection

t her eon ' g [ I+ [ [ Skil

sai d suglpac;?]t%‘%oaslt &gga%?' itgﬁﬁgg 1? ﬂa'(tl x\ﬁ%ﬁlggi[ dﬂ[’b por‘gejeegm%go%héggggf %21 g:a ﬁeost
section I ngley g h t her : o t st
Secti oy "BE fEENELAL BN BuvRRG W 10RGIeSAChagEy ALY,
system ?erﬁé&t’ﬂc;@, YREF &b, Sak4lid MgRbbGE NBARS kBEAUATof editaRAAr bdidig NY
a row of vertically spaced openings forned therein for detachabl e support
of nModulgdsitiidndd VbR eaBRORRAIIS sEsbriepest seictikdsSisscthatnwhéaf igEid

channel configured to receive said standard. _ 22. The support
Syst em girajleattiiol onbaecoh saidl gt seRtdionenmatihyliy Semdadgdst then ignudve
for support of said standard. 23. The support systemof claim

22, wherdi mrsstiher ghostresectbdnh, | tité utee pobbtngettdonal wiildoe |aiciatreweret
the center thereof for providing a guide for formng of bores in said
abut nentwithaldne another.

21. The support system of claim 13, wherein said

mounting means includes a standard having a row of vertically

10 spaced openings formed therein for detachable support of modular
furniture components, and wherein said post séctions define a

channel configured to receive said standard.

22. The support system of claim 21, wherein said post

section includes an abutment wall for support of said standard.

15 23. The support system of claim 22, wherein said
abutment wall includes a longitudinal groove located at the center
thereof for providing a guide for forming of bores in said abutment

wall.

24. The support system of claim 21, wherein said
20 channels in said pair of post sections are aligned to form a
continuous channel extending along each of said front face portions

of each of said post sections, and said standard is positioned

21
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24. The support system of claim 21, wherein said channels in said pair of
post sections are aligned to forma continuous channel extending al ong
each of said front face portions of each of said post sections, and said
standard is positioned -22 -

within said continuous channel so as to overlap the abutting ends of said
post sestithin saiich cond inuousechampeilhao. as to overlap the Abutpping ermix
section for use in a nodular furniture systemutilizing a variety of
connect @f saidoPosts seckiignss whicht agesispddsEedordgerher.a | ongitudinally
extending length and a generally H shaped transverse cross-section forned
by a pair of side walls extending longitudinally in spaced parall el
relation and an |nterned|ate connect or wal | ,extendi ng between Sald<§lf§;

\l/val s al on? sai d 2Pongif u&i“ﬁ’&l"rf@xt Bﬂstt h&REGLOR; tﬁ°¥heu?%t ethps® MO
|828!§3%ﬁ§#§r§§%§ﬁ% b Srraisty o honeg g%%fmn%'ea?m

Cofnect SPBERRS, RERE, SBckigH ésg'&@%d s igaidyl exeaiRS Riigeh ana
recel ved %&%\ I: ﬁ.l?:'ﬂd-sﬁ' %%d"‘@:&"aﬁ VAR oS Ul o I URATRAY %‘i’nfé‘?iqgffand arl‘r’n\.‘gléf

bei ng for ext endi ng en Wt h openi ngs constructe nged
to rel easall yagngaget SAdiAL 1&I iR 919 ¢hobps 508ROpEAL PLAN ¥tk 55H Gina
support post section can nnect e othe support post sections.

26. ThewﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂérﬂE&iaﬁéﬂédﬂﬁééﬁof|@éﬂlZéxtéﬂaiﬂgrbetween said side walls
along said longitudinal extent thereof with the outermost

10 longitudinally extending edge of said side walls being formed with
longitudinally extending channels arranged in facing relation
wheréby mounting plates can be received and retained in said
channels and connector components can be passed through said
mounting plates and received between said side walls, and said

is intermediate connecting wall being formed at its extending ends
with openings constructed'and arranged to releasably engage others

of said connector components whereby said support post section can

be connected to other support post sections.

26. The support post section of claim 25, further
20 including an abutment wall formed inward of said channels at one
transverse end of said support post section for support of said

respective mounting plate received in said channels.
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i ncl udi ng an abutment wall fornmed i nward of said channels at one

transverse end of said support post section for support of said respective
nounting plate received in said channels.

- 23 - 27. The support post section of claim 26, wherein one

of said side walls has a | ongi t udi nal | { endi g pr ection forned
t her eon and t he other of %zﬂ"c!’ &ePREF| éeﬁ€§°% ¢ 28al FRereinerRe Rf

?Lﬁzxgtror %Lﬁh?lssg §Je0téﬁg sald ve bmlﬁ}éﬁiﬁ; ur ed on.
m}l nét’&‘*a%%aoéﬁ& e oo ited, 8, A9 %Sﬁ%pé%&icéh@% 3 TerdEladtgien,
Secti on St SdERY gtbble PBOcd Hbrein, saig projeleibiC sfRlia fpove
|1 gnt weigdin@X (doiadutRl@! for mating en%ggeﬁei'ﬁppoé$1§>’§x%3x;é3raﬂad%ﬁ

furni ture conponents, conprising: first” support assenbly

i ncl udi Rg-cfedtepst Being S;}:osxtloned oRakhiaf s&gpaeltt pRRt sectfich Qo SEi4t
posts having a ongi tudi nal extending | ength and two opposed side

wal | s when the progeetign! ondbrieGdst |sectionpaatdngepeengagepatltd |ftoove
relation, each of said side walls having a generally flat face;
each ofof smakhdr rsost ppection, phet twohpostgseations will be alignment

with one another.

10 28. The support post section of claim 25, wherein said

support post section is formed from lightweight extruded metal.

29. A support system for modular furniture components,
comprising:
a first support assembly including at least a first

15 pair of suppdrt posts, each of said posts having a
longitudinal extending length and two opposed side walls
extending ldngitudinally in spaced generally parallel
relation, each of said side walls having a generally flat
face;

20 each of said first pair of posts having a
longitudinally extending projection formed on one of said
side walls spaced a predetermined distance from an
outermost longitudinally extending edge of said side wall

and a longitudinally extending groove formed in the other
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| ongi tudi nally extendi ng projection formed on one of .said si de
wal | s spaced a predeterm ned di stance from an . outernost

| ongi tudi nal |y extendi ng edge of said side wall and a

| ongi tudi nal Iy extendi ng groove forned in the other

- 24 - of said side mallsjz&gced sai d predeterm ned distance _from an

out er nost | ongi t udPhaPRyde & iEe)i ¥R kgigePaFed asaid anndateramined distance
connecting means for connecting said first pair_of su tt posts tgQ eagh
ot her : 2 SecHTEM SEp pOR tETRaRT pH NI TEndina LY e¥Eeading "edus n6f Spid of
support posts, each_ of S?id poa%s havi ng a |ongitudi nal extending |ength
and two opposed si HE°PRErE® et ?mﬁé%ﬁ1ongitudinally I n spaced generally

paral l el relation, each | [ I hay.l . (e I C
each of said second pai?giﬁéékéhi i%%&%dkéF ?%#é%%é%ﬁga$$§&e§¥5%%?%%£9 5t
prai ection forned | SI#@hvﬁ%ﬂ spaced sai d predeterm ned

di S—% ance from an %@gﬁ%g{mﬁg’f? uél nal Iy %Sﬁd endi ng edge of said side wall
‘and a |ongitudinally exqendligdar 8aygoter kdubly'eiabhaaing’ #8i dedlste a

wal I's spaced said predeterm ned distance froman outernost "l ongitudinally
extendi ng edge of séééndESPLCSE VEuppsiet wodts fasdcfofasdir poEES | RATiAgd

.said grooves being configured to matingly engage said grooves and
"positions on said i n1®ngitudighalposttsending leagRACtdny) Bwenoppused side
connecting said second pair of ‘
' walls extending 1longitudinally in spaced generally
10 parallel relation, each of said side walls having a
generally flat face;
each of said second pair of posts having a
longitudinally extending projection formed on one of said
side walls spaced said predetermined distance from an
15 outermost longitudinally extending edge of said side wall
and a longitudinally extending groove formed in the other
of said side.walls spaced said predetermined distance
from an outermost longitudinally extending edge of said
respective side wall, each of said projections and said
20 grooves being configured to matingly engage said grooves
and positions on said first pair of posts;
connecting means for connecting said second pair of
support posts to each other; and
said second pair of posts being arranged generally

25 parallel to and.contiguous with said first pair of posts,

with respective side walls in contact and being oriented

24
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support posts to each other; and sai d secondrtpair of posts being
. arranged generally parallel to and contiguous with said first pair of
posts, wth respective side walls in contact and being oriented

- 25 - with said projection on one of said respective side
wal | s 0

£ id, fi . pal. f [ ngl B '
groove on one of ¥3 a%?h Irglés"té’se% é{of\?gnglggésﬂgﬁ%és{%fg%%%ﬁ% Wilad §Igg'ggond
pair of posts, mgkeg%iﬁaiﬂr%%c%%q.rp%f %st%isﬂétingl){ engagé& a!i_{-_gn_ggia/i th

said first pair of "pOSTS. e support system of claim 29,

wherein each of sgldoysUpPUre RASERIHUBLHEE Fashecesve diWivaldisn e aid

extending front Tace portion and nounting means for nounting furniture
conponents to sagdebh@NpakPC8£PPOELS]. whereby said second pair of posts

5 is aligned with said first pair of posts.

30. Thé support system of claim 29, wherein each of said
support posts further includes a longitudinally extending front
face portion and mounting means for mounting furniture components

to said front face portion.
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