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METHOD OF FORMING A SEAL ABOUT A WELLBORE

DISPOSING A SPHERICAL BOP ABOUT THE WELIBORE. THE /790

BOP COMPRISES: A HOUSING HAVING A FLOW PATH
THERETHROUGH IN FLUID COMMUNICATION WITH THE
WELLBORE AND A SEAL ASSEMBLY POSITIONABLE IN THE
HOUSING ABOUT THE FLOW PATH. THE SEAL ASSEMBLY
COMPRISING: A PISTON SLIDABLY POSITIONABLE IN THE
HOUSING, AND A PACKER ELEMENT COMPRISING FINGERS
AND A PACKER SEAL. EACH OF THE FINGERS COMPRISES
A HOUSING PORTION AND A PISTON PORTION

ENERGIZING THE SEAL TO FORM A SEAL ABOUT THE BoP | 792
BY ENGAGING THE FINGERS WITH THE PISTON AND MOVING
THE FINGERS TO A SEALED POSITION ABOUT THE PASSAGE

RETRACTING THE SEAL TO A RETRACTED PosmioN | 794
HAVING A DESIRED DIAMETER THEREIN

FIG. 7



