
VASCULAR GRAFTS AND METHODS FOR BRIDGING A VESSEL SIDE BRANCH  (err)
Abstract A vascular graft (20) for a  primary vessel (22) adapted to bridge
a side  branch (24). The graft is especially useful for providing a support
tube for a primary graft in the  primary vessel on one side of the side
branch. The  graft includes first and second tubular sections separated by
a gap. A bridging member (54)  connects the first (50) and second tubular
sections  (52) across the gap and may include a relatively rigid strut to
prohibit relative axial movement of  the two sections. There may be one,
two or more  



bridging members to define one, two or more apertures through which blood
can flow from  within the graft through to the vessel side branch.  The
graft may include a flexible, desirably fabric, body supported by a
wireform stent that is either  self- or balloon-expandable. The graft may
be  deployed within the abdominal aorta on both  sides of the renal
arteries and have two apertures for blood to flow from the aorta to the
renals. The  infra-renal section provides a uniform uniform  tubular
anchoring surface for a trunk portion of a bifurcated graft used to repair
an abdominal  aneurysm extending to the iliac arteries.    


