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(57) Abstract: Provided is a production method and a production device
for polyvinyl alcohol, in which unreacted monomers can be eliminated et-
ficiently from a polymer solution and the amount of blown methanol can
be reduced. Once the concentration of a polymer solution, which is
formed by polymerizing one or more types of vinyl ester or by polymeriz-
ing vinyl ester with another monomer that can be copolymerized there-
_ mm with, is adjusted to a prescribed level by adding liquid methanol thereto,
FF the resulting mixture is brought into countercurrent contact with methanol
vapor and the mixture is divided into a polymer solution from which
monomers have been eliminated and a mixture of monomers and
methanol. Subsequently, the polymer solution from which monomers
have been eliminated is subjected to saponification in the presence of a

catalyst, thereby yielding polyvinyl alcohol.
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