
A retroreflective applique (10) in- cludes a supporting structure (12), a
layer of optical lens elements (14), and a re- flective material (16). The
layer of opti- cal lens elements (14) is partially embed- ded in the
supporting structure (12), and   16 the reflective material (16) is
disposed on the embedded portion of the layer of op- tical lens elements
(14).  The support- ing structure (12) may contain a binder layer (24) and
a heat-activatable adhesive layer (26). The binder layer (24) includes a
non-flamentary acrylic polymer layer. The use of such a support structure
(12) eliminates the need for a release liner on the rear surface (20) of
the heat-activatable adhesive layer (26), and it also enables a carrier web
(28) to be separated from the polymeric supporting structure (12) before
the applique (16) is permanently secured to a substrate. The separation
step can be accomplished without causing substantial harm to the
retroreflective performance of the applique (10).    


