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(57) Abstract: Provided herein are methods and uses involving
pirfenidone pharmaceutical compositions (e.g., extended-release pir-
fenidone pills (e.g., tablets)) in treating COVID-19, treating and/or pre-
venting viremia and/or viremia-induced disease caused by a virus, and/or
aninfectionwith a virus (e.g., DNA virus, RNA virus, for example, coro-
navirus (e.g., severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavims-2 (SARS-
CoV-2) and variants thereof, severe acute respiratory syndrome-associ-
ated coronavirus (SARS-CoV), Middle East respiratory syndrome coro-
navirus (MERS-CoV)), in a subject (e.g., subject with COVID-19). Pro-
vided are methods of reducing elevated levels of one or more markers
of inflammation (e.g., CRP, ferritin, LDH), inhibiting an inflammato-
1y response (e.g., virus-induced) and/or inhibiting a cascade by one or
more pro-inflammatory cytokines (e.g., TNF-a, [EN-y, IL-If, IL-6, IL-
12) and/or in a subject (e.g., a subject with COVID-19 optionally having
liver contraindications for pirfenidone).
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