SPECIFICATICN FI LE FOLDER FI ELD OF THE ART This invention relates generally
to fil VNPAFEE4® and, 5 nore particularly, to file fol der sSPGTIBITN2¥ of fi ce
oF the |ike. BACKGROUND ART Various types of file folders are
conventionally known. These-prior-art folders are generally nade of flat
and 10 rigid sheet material such as jcardboard and synthetic plastics,
and includes a pair of front and rear covers
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which are integrally connected with a back cover via fold |lines or hinge

sections. - A binding fastener is fixedly attached to face of the
bac RV 8¢/8754% 5 by bonding, 15 welding or riveting. A #%@g{&?{?ﬁ or-art .

file folder includes a pair of front and rear covers having a | ongitudinal
l.ength longer than the lateral width and is designed to bind or secure a
plurality of |oose papers along the®r |onger edges by a 20 bi ndi ng.

f ast ener. This type of paper binding will hereinafter be referred to
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L4

I's usual ly kept or otherw se stored upright on a bookshelf or in a cabinet
wi th t NO 96784 over to which the fastener 25 is fixed sRGFRIIRISHINSri ght in
asvertical direction. This manner of storing will hereinafter be referred
to as the "S-type storage"”. Meanwhile, it is of late attenpted for the

pur pose of efficient use of a l'i mged space to pl’ace such file folders
on a support shelf in such a position that the back cover
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I s kept above and extends horizontally, with the | oose papers that are
S-bound within the file folder being 5 suspended vertically fromits
bi nd%%ff@é{%ner. This manner of storing will herei n®CT&PIHR2P®ferred to |
as the "E-type storage"™. However, when the S-binding file folder is kept in
the E-type storage node on a Iong time basis, the file folder 10 S
likely to fall down because of the I ght of the papers which has been
applied to the file folder to deformit into parallelogram For a -
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the file folder to make the file folder into a box shape 15 when cl osed,
whi ch iWpYeTs9t he stiffness of the file folder. However, PCIJPHEIRN e
folder is made in the shape of a box, the wall section formed around t he
cover of the file fol der poses an obstacl e for a finger to access papers
when the filing folder is opened for g%rm ng over a page of 20 papers.

DI SCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION It is an ject of the invention to provide a
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25 In order to realize this object, a new arrangenent is provided for”
t he wbiokBrseb 0! der . The file folder in accordancepgq/jpysioispsi nvention
-conprises a pair of foldable covers, a back cover integrally connected to .
t he fol dabl e covers, and a blndlng fastener fixedly provided at the

I nner face of the back cover or the.inner face of the fol dable covers near
t he back cover, and is characteriz&d in that a top wall section and a tip
wal | section whic
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'y .

5 nmake detachabl e engagenent with the another fol dable cover are provided
al ong twe9t/oB4edge and the tip edge of one of the fol dabl pcT/oPoSr0329sl n
agccordance with the arrangenent, since along the top edge and the tip edge
of one of the fol dable covers, 10 provided are the top wall section and
the tip wall section which ‘det achabl y.?engage wi th the another fol dable
cover, the file folder cones into the’shape of a box when the file fol der
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becones stiffer,

which in turn resists against the force which defornms the °

fllexﬁyygyyuglnto paral l elogram The file folder will ng EEQQ 1964 or med even
re

t hough kept in E-type storage node on a long tine ba5|s

one of 20 the fol dable covers is provided with no wall section at t he

over, since

bott om edge thereof, the papers bougd inside the file folder are accessible
t hrough the bottonlportlon thereof n turning over the papers when the file
folder is OEened for use. The flle folder in accordance with the

i nventio
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L3

cover integrally connected to the fol dable covers, and a bindi ng fastener
fi xedl wopsewmssed. at- the i nner face of the back cover RCEIRISOMIEr face
- of one of the foldable covers near the back cover, and is characterized in
that along the top, bottom and tip edges of one of t he fol dabl e covers
provided with a top wall section;, a begftom wall section and 5 a tip wall
section respectively whi ch detachably engage with the another foldable
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whi ch extends close to the inner face of one of the fol dable covers is

for e botton1ma|| section which faces the user file fol der
or%g?g@ ‘}f"gr use. I n accordance with the arralr?genendtﬁgssi nce al ong,

' the t op, botton1and t|p edges of one of the fol dable covers provided are

the top wall section, the bottomwall section and the tip wall section

whi ch detachably engage with t he larfdt her fol dabl e cover, the file fol der

beconmes stiffer 15 t han theﬁgreV|oust described one. In addition,
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bBtton1maII section which faces the user when the file fo | ned for
use, rd¥QPENTY%i n easy access to the 20 papers bound inis’le%”%sa’é%ﬁ e

folder like the previously described file folder. In the arrangenent of the
file fol der described above in order to nake opening operation easy in
addition to keep the shape when thelfill e fol der isclosed, it is preferable
25 t hat t he f ol dabl e covers are made el astically
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stopper is provided between the fol dabl e covers whi ch nakes engagenent with'

I t Sad sbmreaeki ng use of the closing action of the fol dpdl/gposmizess as wel |
as rel eases engagenent by maki ng use of the elastic transformation of the
fol dable 5 covers. In the above case, it is preferable that the tip wall

section provided on one of the faLg?ble covers has an upper and.down
abutting portions at the top and t om edges
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fhereof whi ch make abutting engagenent with the another 10 f ol dabl e cover

and t heyodgysgonent i oned cut-out. portion between the bott poTEaRgsIORHS t he
upper abutting portion, and the top edge of the down abutting portion and

that the elastic stopper conprises inserting nmenbers provided on one of the
f ol dabl e covers above the bopton13g92%of t he upper. .15 abutting portion
and bel ow the top edge of the do utting portion, receiving nenbers
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20 a required resistance against being released fromthe receiving

menbers. For coping with either the E-type or S-type st 5 , a | abe
nmoun® is preferably provided on each of the back 'cover and the top .
.wal | section, and a finger 25 access portion is preferably provided each
of thereon for easy pick up of the file folder out of the storage space. I|f

each of the back cover and the top dall section is provided with a | abel
mount portion, either one of the 5
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| abel -mount portions cones to face toward the user whether the file fol der-
is in tWO9I07MBe storage node or in the E- type storage nPEFIPIIH0IRT esul t
of this, the |abel nount portion will always be exposed to the user. 5

| f each of the back cover and the top wall section.is provided with a
finger access portiaen, either one of tse f.inger access portions comes to
face toward the user whether the fiIJe older is in the S-type storage node
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10 fol der can be picked up out of the storage space in both the E-type
and Syh¥bgrsabor age node. BRI EF DESCRI PTI ON OF THE DRAW pifyypysiyiaok i s a
perspective view of a file folder in accordance with one preferred .
enbodi nent of the invention, 15 Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the file
fol der of the enbodi nent shown in_closed, Fig. 3 is a perspective view
showi ng the file folder of the enbo@ ment in an E-type storage node, Fig. 4
is a perspective view shown the file folder of the enmbodinent in an S-type
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anot her preferred enbodi nent of the invention, Fig. 6 is a ers ectlve Vi ew
- of theWO9607548 der of the enbodi nent shown in closed, Fid ,
perspective view of a file folder in accordance with further preferred
enbodi nent of  the 25 invention, Fig. 8 is a front view of the file

fol der of the enbodi ment shown in c¥‘ d, Fig. 9 isian explanatory. view
showi ng the function corresponding To Fig. 8, Fig. 10 is an explanatory

viiew show ng, Lo, fgne) IBeoStagiRoBI D% R B % 0 8 40 5 i 3 5 %
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8, and Fig. 11 is an enlarged perspective view showing a principal portion '

of the file folder. BEST MODES OF EMBODYI NG THE | NVENT 4%? ng nom/to
Fi gsWOf“'Pb“a, there is illustrated a 5 file folder in t?y éoﬁ?eslvmth an

enbodi ment of the invention. The file folder 1, as shown in Figs. 1 to 4,
essentially consists of a folder body 2 and a blndlng fastener 3 which is

Body 2 15 intearaily forma or mored of o oo (VAR MAAAN N
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suitable synthetic plastic material, and conprises a pair _of a front cover
4 and aVOIE07849ver 5 each of which is oblong, namely havi R&TAPPYNEPR udi nal
| ength larger than the 15 wi dth, and a back cover or a spine 6 to which
the front cover 4 and the rear cover 5 are fol dably connected via hinge
sections 7, a top wall section 8 'forngdgal ong the top edge of the front
cover 4 and detachably engages with the rear cover 5 a tip wall section 9

wih the rearn iR B LM AT LR B Tt BB MR ol R
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edge of the rear cover 5. Mdire specifically, the top wall_ section 8 is

f or medMOP63549 proj ect vertically and inwardly fromthe FEFIRRYU2E t he
feont cover 4, and has a height generally the same as the width of the back
cover 6 and a thickness generally the sanme as the thickness of the front
cover 4. The tip wall section 9 is fornmed to project vertically and
inwardly fromthe tip edge of the front 1(}?\1/er 4, and has a hei ght




i

generally the sanme as the width of the back cover 6 and a _thickne
gener aMOA¢4784%ane as the thickness of the front 5 cov rCTb!Pg SORRY | ef t
edge of the top wall section 8 is continuously connected to the top edge of
the tip wall section 9 with form ng general right angle. The engagi ng wal |
section 11 is integrally formed on thegyeqr cover 5 with drawing a gentle
ascending curve starting fromhalf 10 = the width of the top edge of the
rear cover 5 to the tip edge thereof parallel to and apart fromthe top
edge as nuch-as the thickness of the top wall section 8 and drawi ng a
gentl e ascending curve starting fromhalf the _

F2H




| ongi t ydj ngth of the tip edge of the rear cover 5 tgQ 15 the top
edge th‘gbgg)lmgﬁgr allel to and apart fromthe tip edge t her BETABSAIS, as t he

thi ckness of the tip wall section 9, and two ascendi ng curves are connected
in the upper right-hand corner of the rear cover 5. Each of the back cover
6 and the top wall section 8 is, 20. &y{ghown in Fig. 3, provided with a

| abel nount portion 14 for detachably attaching a | abel. The | abel nount
portion 14 is formed square having a depth generally half of the thickness
of the folder body 2 and each of the |abel nount portions 14 is provided on
t he upper side of the back cover

#3H




6 top wall section 8 respectively when the f] lisin
stock ‘E@gﬁ}otﬁwt he back cover 6 and the top wall seéection g&@gg%oggqsded wth
a.finger access portion 15. The.finger access portion 15 is used for
drawing the file folder 1 out of a stocked place and has the shape of a
cut- out having a size to facilitate and4éttess of a finger. The finger
access portion 15 is provided on each of the down side of the back cover 6
and the top wall section 8 when

F4




5the file folder 1 is placed in stock. The binding fastener 3 is riveted
to the WASPHE4Sf -t he back cover. 6. at the |ongitudinal cenPEFIPIHNAYY . There
are provided, at the inner faces of the front and rear covers 4 and 5,
engaging ribs 16, each of which is a projection of a 10 planar shape of a
:wi dened "U" having an inner |ongitudinal |ength approxinately equal to the
outer longitudinal |ength of the bindin95?§qtener . The engaging ribs 16
may have a height nearly equal to the widih of the abutting flanges 17 and
18 of the binding fastener 3 to be described 15 hereinafter. It should be
noted that the engaging ribs 16 : _

=
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are forped | grally with the front and rear covers 4 an
Iocatedggyﬁwg%Sically with respect to the center line of ?ﬂ@aﬁggﬁﬂgover

i n positions that are nost suitable for the ribs to be brought into
engagenent with 20 the flange portions 17 and 18 of the fastener 3. The
bi ndi ng fastener 3 includes a base nenq?q 19 riveted to the folder body 2
and a renovably or detachably nounted menber 20 and bi nds papers by
means of coaction with a binding rod 24 provided on the base nenber 25 19
and the clanp nenber 20. The base nenber 19 is of a suitable sheet netal
and conprises a nmounting base 21, an

H6E
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upright fixed wall section 22 extending vertically and upwardly from one .
| ongi t W@ A6ID7S4%ge of t he nounting base 9 21, and a no\RGI/EPXAIISsect i on
23 pivotally connected to the other |ongitudinal edge of the mounting base
21 and on which a pair of the binding rods 24 project. The clanp nenber 20
is brought into engagement with the igppp{ face of 5 the upright fixed:wall
section 22 by detachably inserting




shaft menbers 25 of the cl anp nenber 20 into the binding rods 24 and then
upr i gh™MOQ$R764 novabl e wal | section 23. A | ocki ng means R&GTAPS¥M2RY t he
clanp nmenber 20 to the upright fixed wall section 22 may be the sane as
that is 10 well known in the art and no further reference to the | ocking
means 26 is given here. The free end @/{f§oth the upright fixed wall section
22 and the novable wall section 23 are bent outwardly to formfl ange
portions 17 and 18. Wth the above-described construction of the file 15
folder 1, when the folder body 2 i Iotgfi, the inner faces of both the top
wal | section 8 and the tip wall se%’c& '
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formed on the front cover 4 make engagenent wth the outer face of the
engagi riyOWalors49ect i on 11 forned on the rear cover 5, ther BGP/IRa5/00295f or ned
into a shape of a box. This 20 .greatly inproves the stiffness of the

fol der body 2 and gives resistance against the the weight or |oad acting on
the folder body 2 to deformit into pagaqel ogram In addition, since no
wall is provided on the bottom edge of ‘the front cover 4, the papers bound
i nsi de the folder body 25 2 are directly accessible fromthe bottom edge
by fingers when the folder body 2 is opened for use. Since the |abel nount
portion 14 is provided on each of %9@ '
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the back cover 6 and the top wall section 8, when the file 10 folder 1
i'S to Wo gkiorsdd out of a shelf, either one of the | abel nMPOTIPPEORPHNS 14
conmes to face toward the user whether the file folder 1 is in the S-type or
E-type storage node. As a result of this, the file folder 1 can 5 be

drawn out of the shelf with ease \/\/neﬁb?hi n the S-type storage node or in
the E-type storage node, thereby to
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1 nprov Lg. Further, the flange portions 17 and 18 ek utting
engageﬁ’e‘%@aﬁsfﬁ the inner face of the engaging ribs 16 \/\M’ﬁ@glgmé f ol der
body 2 is closed. In this state, when the file folder 1 is placed on a
shelf in. the E-type storage node, i.e. placed upright on the shelf so that
‘the.back cover 6 is positioned above ardl/dri ented horizontally, the |oose
papers secured to or bound by the file folder 1 are 15 suspended by 't he
bi ndi ng fastener 3. In this E-type storage node, the flange portions 17
and -18 of the binding fastener 3 rest on and are supported by the engagi ng

ribs - i _
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16 of the folder body. 2, and the weight or |oad of the whol e papers acting
on the binding fastener 3 is supported 20 by the front and rear covers 4
and 5 on which the engaging ribs 16 are forned, thereby to al nost dim nish
t he wei ght acting on the back cover 6. As a result of this, an excessive
| oad of the bound papers will not acgpRCIVFYCATROR Sections 7 provided on
t he border between the front 25 and rear covers 4 and 5 and the back

cover 6, thereBJLEOF@ERERNt it effectively frombeing distorted, which

in.turn inprov rapili of .the folder body 2. To keep the file folder 1
with S bound pggﬁgg gj#a'r% ART

This invention relates generally to file folders and,
5 more particularly, to file folders used in an office or the
like.
BACKGROUND ART
- ' Various types of file folders are conventionally known.
These prior-art folders are generally made of flat and
10 rigid sheet material such as cardboard and synthetic
plastics, and includes a pair of frqnt and rear covers
which are integrally connected with a back cover via fold
lines or hinge sections. A binding fastener is fixedly
attached to the inner face of the back cover as by bonding,
15 welding or riveting.

A typical prior-art file folder includes a pair of
front and rear covers having a longitudinal length longer
than the lateral width and is designed to bind or secure a
plurality of loose papers along their longer edges by a

20 binding fastener. This type of paper binding will
hereinafter be referred to as the "S-binding". In the.
conventional practice, the file folder with S-bound papers
is usually kept or otherwise stored upright on a bookshelf
or in a cabinet with the back cover to which the fastener

25 is fixed standing upright in a vertical direction. This
manner of storing will hereinafter be referred to ag the
"S-type storage®.

.Meanwhile, it is of late attempted for the purpose of



shelf in an S-type storage node, the vertical distance between adjacent two
shel ves nust be selected on the basis of the |ongitudinal |ength of the

fol der body 2. However, with the above-nentioned arrangenent of the file
folder 1, 5  since it is possible to keep the file folders 1 in the E-

type storage nagdeicibatveséicfladl shive® spioead iladeeisHidioiFing $8ekyes
may be sel ected on the basis of the shorter lateral |length of the folder
body 2, which smkes support shelf in such a position that the back cover
is kept above and extends horizontally, with the loose
papers that are S-bound within the file folder being
5. suspended vertically from its binding fastener.- This
manner of stofing will hereinafter be referred to as the
"E-type storage".
. However, when the S-binding file folder is kept in the
E-type storage mode on a long time basis, the file folder
10 is likely to fall down because of the weight of the papers
which has been applied to the file folder to deform it into
parallelogram. For a solution to this problem it is
conceived that a wall section is formed around the cover of -
the file folder to make the file folder into a box shape
15 when ciosed, which improves the stiffness of the file
folder. However, if the file folder is made in the shape
of a box, the wall section formed around the cover of the
file folder poses an obstacle for a finger to access papers
when the filing folder is opened for turning over a page of
20 ' papers.
DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION
It is an object of the invention to provide a new and
improved filé folder free from these and other problems
inherent in the prior-art file folders. '
25 In order to realize this object, a new arrangement is
provided for the file folder. The file folder in
_accordance with the invention comprises a.pair of foldable

covers, a back cover integrally connected to the foldable



room for "additional shelves when a plurality of shelves are 10 to be set
up in alimted space. 1In fact, when the file folder 1 is stored in this
manner, for exanple, approximately 20% reduction in the storage space can
be achieved. In addition, since the engaging ribs 16 are generally 15

formed in the vodered] "dhdshamein@ing ifasiteher | FitedIier provideddtat Nthiae
S-type storage node, the |ower ends of the flanges 17 and 18 as well as the
| oner ends of dhael xacengfnths| bagkl Icosan | ons the airnes fese @f atbeare

supported by tgglgggi%i%%v%&%snggr-gﬁgegégk’céggrloggdogs characterized
in that a top wall section and a tip wall section which
5. make detachable engagement with the another foldable coﬁer
are provided along the top edge and the tip edge of one of

the foldable covers.
- In accordance with the arrangement, éince along the top
edge and the tip edge of one of the foldable covers
10 provided are the top wall section and the tip wall section
which detachably engage with the another foldable cover,
the file folder comes into thg shape of a box when the file
folder is closed because the top and-tip wall sections
formed on one foldable cover engage with the another
15 foldable cover. As a result of this, the file folder
becomes stiffer, which in turn resists against the force
which deforms the file folder into parallelogram. The file
folder will never be deformed even though kept in E-type
storage mode on a long time basis. Moreover, since one of
20 the foldable covers is provided with no wall section at the
béttom edge thereof, the papers bound inside the file
folder are accessible through the bottom portion thereof in
turning over the papers when the file folder is opened for

use.

25 The file folder in accordance with the invention may be
the one which comprises a pair of foldable covers, a_back
cover integrally connected to the foldable covers, and a

binding fastener fixédly provided at the inner face of the



20 the whol e papers bound by the fastener 3 is distributed throughout and
supported by the front and rear covers 4 and 5 as well as the back cover 6
when the file folder 1 is kept in S-type storage node, resulting in the
same desirable results and advantages as a file folder kept in 25 the

E-type storagebaeite cobew bef ehei Agnke Fage of ahd &f ther Foldableusbiaikgd a
file folder 101 according to another. enbodi nent of the invention. 12
near the back cover, and is characterized in that along the
top, bottom and tip edges of one of the foldable covers
providedlwith a top wall section, a bottom wall section and
5 a tip wall section respectively which detachably engage
with the another foldable cover and that a cut-out portion
which extends close to the inner face of one of the

- foldable covers is formed in the bottom wall section which
faces the user when the file folder is opened for use.

10 In accordance with the arrangement, since along the
top, bottom énd tip edges of one of the foldable covers
provided are the top wall séction, the bottom wall section
and the tip wall section fﬂhich detachably engage with the
another foldable cover, the file folder becomes stiffer

i5 than the previously described one. 1In addition, although
the wall section is formed entirely around one of the
foldable covers, the cut-out portion is formed in the
bottom wall section which faces the user when the file
folder is opened for use, resulting in easy access to the

20 papers bound inside the file folder like the previously
described file folder. |

In the arrangement of the file folder described above
in order to make opening operation easy in addition to keep
the shape when the file folder is closed, it is preferable

25 that the foldable <covers are made elastically
transformable, that a cut-out portion is formed on the tip
wall section to allow the foldable covers to elastically

transform for approaching each other and that an elastic



The file folder 101 shown in Figs. 5 and 6 conprises a folder body 102 and
a binding fastener 3 securely attached to the inside of the fol der body
102. The folder body 102 is integrally forned or nolded of a 5 suitable
synthetic plastic material, and conprises a pair of a front cover 104 and a

e Cn POl 40 Plot o R chntg” oA L2 et
cover 104 and téﬂgﬁ@aﬁeﬁ@vﬁtﬂoﬁtﬁﬁ iy dﬂéldmgame%edtueaclosmg action
of the foldable covers as well as releases engagement by
making use of the elastic transformation of the foldable

5 - coﬁers.
In the above case, it is preferable that the tip wall
section provided on one of the foldable covers has an upper
: and down abutting portions at the top and bottom edges
thereof which make abutting engagement with the another
10 foldable cover and the above-mentioned cut-out portion
between the bottom edge of the upper abutting portidn, and
the top edge of the down abutting port:'_.on and thai: the
elastic stopper comprises inserting members provided on one
of the foldable covers above the bottom edge of the upper
15 abutting portion and below the top edge of the down
abutting portion, receiving members provided on the another
foldable cover and into which the inserting members are to
be fittingly inserted when the foldable coveré are closed,
resistance giving elements which give the inserting members
20 a required resistance against beiﬁg released from the
receiving members.

For céping with either the E-type or S—tyﬁe storage
mode, a label mount portiqn is preferably provided on each
of the back cover and the top wall section, and a finger

25 access portion is preferably provided each of thereon for
easy pick up of the file folder out of the storage space.

If each of the back cover and the top wall section is

provided with a label mount portion, either one of the



10

bott om wal |

hi nge sections 107, a top wall section 108 forned al ong the top edge
of the front cover 104 and detachably engages with the rear cover 105, a

section 110 formed al ong the bottom edge of the front cover

and detachably engages with the rear cover 105, a tip wall section 109 15

formed al ong tNAKIP AR YPorti®ry QImeEOd £l Al athaklsere NGy

W th
t op,

cover

t he rear

cover 105, and an engaging wall section 111 forned on the

front and thet tiirhee dipdsienf ishdr ddve D uvpel @orage abdiet ioan irc wheo E-
portions 130 and 131 which extend close to the inner_face of the front 20

104 are

REPIATH NP he BBt Pork SRt s@Et Fhis116he label mount

- portion will always be exposed to the user.
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If each of the back cover and the top wall section is
provided with a finger access portion, either one of the
finger access portions comes to face toward the user
whether the file folder is in the S-type storage mode or in

the E-type storage mode. As a result of this, the file

- folder can be picked up out of the storage space in both

the E-type and S-type storage mode.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a file folder in
accordance with one preferred embodiment of the invention,

Fig. 2 1is a perspective view of the file folder of the

- embodiment shown in closed, Fig. 3 1is a perspective view

showing thé file folder of the embodiment in an E-type
storage mode, Fig. 4 is a perspective view shown the file
folder of the embodiment in an S-type storage mode, Fig. 5
is a perspéctive view of a file folder in accordance with
another preferred embodiment of the invention, Fig. 6 is a
perspective view of the file folder of the embodiment shown
in closed, Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a file folder in
accordance with further preferred embodiment of ‘the
invention, Fig. 8 is a front view of the file folder of the
embodiment shown in closed, Fig. 9.is an explanatory. view
showin_g the function corresponding to Fig. 8, Fig. 10 is an

explanatory view showing the function corresponding to Fig.

104



and the tip wall section 109, both of which face toward the user when the
fol der body 102 is to be opened for use. Mire specifically, the top wall
section 108 is fornmed to project vertically and inwardly fromthe top edge
of the 25 front cover 104, and has a height generally the sane as the

vog e ey L EhOAAACISS L0 N Ok WhaolepenaRtlithe ke dbaihErd o
fromthe w dt h pfindipdiagortion of the file folder.
3ES'.I.‘ MODES OF EMBODYING THE INVENTION
Referring now to Figs. 1 to 4, there is illﬁstrated a
5 file folder in accordance with an embodiment of the
invention.

The file folder 1, as shown in Figs. 1 to (4,
essentially consists of a folder body 2 and a bindiﬁg
fastener 3 which is securely attached to the inner face of

10 the folder body 2.

The folder body 2 is integrally formed or molded of a
suitable synthetic plastic material, and comprises a pair
of a front cover 4 and a rear cover 5 each of which is
oblong, namely having a 1ongitudinél length larger than.the

15 width, and a back cover or a spine 6 to which the front
cover 4 and the rear cover 5 are foldably connected via
hinge sections 7, a top wall section 8 formed along the top
edge of the front cover 4 and detachably engages with the
rear cover 5, a tip wall section 9 formed along the tib

20 edge of the front cover 4 and detachably engages with the
rear cover 5, and an'engaging wall section 11 formed from
the center near the top edge to the center near the tip
edge of the rear cover 5. _

More specifically, the top wall section 8 is formed to

25 project vertically and inwardly from the top edge of the
front cover 4, and has a height generally the same as the
width of the back cover 6 and a thickness generally the

same as the thickness of the front cover 4. The tip wall



cover 106 and a thickness generally the sanme as the thickness of the front
cover 104. The tip wall section 109 is fornmed to project. vertically and
inwardly fromthe tip edge of the front cover 104 and continuous to the

| eft edge 5 of the top wall section 108, and has a height and the thickness

dection 110 s SEEAER Pothr sPrmetlsbiPrdfpe Yo Ariiona MAIP R
edge of the freme CRYBr %a@q: CORbi 4Bt t eoliee bp;t@mdadgasofat Ih%ﬂj,@,t
tip wall section 109, and has a height and the thickness
. generally the same as the width of the back cover 6 and a
thickness generally the same as the thickness of the front
5 cover 4. The left edge of the top wall section 8 is
continuousiy connected to the top edge of the tip wall
section 9 with forming general right angle; The engaging
- wall section 11 is integraily formed on the rear cover 5
' . with drawing a gentle ascending curve starting from half
10 the width of the top edge of the rear cover 5 to the tip
edge thereof parallel to and apart from the top edge as
much as the thickness of the top wall section 8 and drawing
a gentle ascending curve sfarting from half the
longitudinal length of the tip edge of the rear cover 5 to
15 the top edge thereof parallel to and apart from the tip
edge thereof as much as the thickness of the tip wall
section 9, and two ascending curves are connected in the
upper right-hand corner of the rear cover 5.
Each of the back cover 6 and the top wall section 8 is,
20 as shown in Fig. 3, provided with a label mount portion 14
for detachably attaching a label. The label mount portion
14 is formed square having a depth generally half of the
thickness of the folder body 2 and each of the label mount
portions 14 is provided on the upper side of the back cover
25 6 énd the top wall secti&n 8 respectively when the file
folder 1 is in stock. BEach of the back cover 6 and the top
wall section 8 is provided with a finger access portioh 15.

The finger access portion 15 is used for drawing the file



generally the sane as those of the top wall section 108 and the tip wall
section 109. In addition, the tip wall section 109 is provided with a
cut-out portion 130 which draws a gentle concave curve starting froma

position at an 15 appropriate distance fromone of the ends of the tip

wal | section l@Edlderalpeatt bfNaaktéske@NdIide adrtd Hed A JHaPE 0Ee a0LEL
end thereof and which extends close to the inner face of the front cover

104 at the Ion@?-lﬂ:ubﬁﬁangcénﬁél!et her fa¢ilitike b taxnesd lofsectfiimgetrl0 iThe
provi ded with

curve starti ng%ﬁlgﬁl Caflgttfﬁosﬁl{t #é‘iti% ;’r%glpr"&f’éd&&f’g‘n??;mle astc:l_elgdaggn
side of the back cover 6 and the top wall section 8 when
5 the file folder 1 is placed in stock. '

The binding fastener 3 is riveted to the inside of the

back cover 6 at the longitudinal center thereof. There are
- provided, gt the inner faces of the front and rear covers 4
and 5, engaging ribs 16, each of which is a projection of a
10 planar shape of a widened “U” having an inner longitudinal
length approximately equal to the outer longitudinal length
of the binding fastener 3. The engaging ribs 16 may havg a.
height nearly equal to the width of the abutting flahges 17
and 18 of the binding fastener 3 to be described
15 hereinafter. It should be noted that the engaging ribs 16
are formed integrally with the front and rear covers 4 and
5, and are located symmetrically with respect:to the center
line of the back cover 6 in positions that are most
suitable for the ribs to be brought into engagement with

20 the fiange portions 17 and 18 of the fastener 3.

The binding fastener 3 includes a base member 19
riveted to the folder body 2 and a removably or detachably
mounted clamp member 20 and binds papers by means of
coaction with a binding rod 24 provided on the base member

25 19 and the clamp member 20. The base member 19 is of a
suitable sheet metal and comprises a mounting base 21, an
upright fixed wall section 22 extending vertically and

upwardly from one longitudinal edge of the mounting base



one of the ends of the bottomwall section 110, extending close to the

i nner face of the front cover 104 at generally two thirds of the w dth of
the bottomwall section 110 and 25 then drawi ng a horizontal straight

| i ne which reaches the other end of the bottomwall section 110. The

engagi ng wal |
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112 and an engagi'ng portion 113,

10

15

20

25

the other longitudinal edge of the mounting base 21 and on
which a pair of the binding rods 24 project. The clamp
member 20 is brought into engagement with the inner face of
the upright fixed wall section 22 by detachably iﬁserting
shaft members 25 of the clamp member 20 .into the binding
rods 24 and then uprighting the movable wall section 23. A
locking means for locking the clamp member 20 to the
upright fixed wall section 22 may be the same as that is
well known in the art and no further reference to the
locking means 26 is given here. The free end of both the
upright ﬁixed wall section 22 and the movable wall section
23 are bent outwardly to form flange portions 17 and 18.
With the above-described construction of the file
folder 1, when the folder body 2 is closed, the inner faces
of both the top wall section 8 and the tip wall section 9
formed on the front cover 4 make engagement with the outer
face of thg engaging wall section 11 formed on the rear
cover 5, thereby to be formed into a shape of a béx. This
greatly improves ﬁhe stiffness of the folder body 2 and
gives resisﬁance against the the weight or load acting on
the folder body 2 to deform it into parallelogram. In
addition, since no wall is provided on thé bottom edge of

the front cover 4, the papers bound inside the folder body

2 are directly accessible from the bottom edge by fingers

when the folder body 2 is opened for use. .
Since the label ﬁount portion 14 is provided on each of

the back cover 6 and the top wall section 8, when the file

10



and is fornmed vertically fromthe circunferential edge of the rear cover
105. The base portion 112 has a height generally the sane as the

t hi ckness of the front and rear covers 104 and 105 and a thi ckness
generally twice as nmuch 5 as the thickness of the front and rear covers 104

~and 105" The eggaaiedq1pqiel I g Seilife S| GENgSanboe0caetabYolial beokybhat

of the base portion 112 on the rear cover drawi ng gentle
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105 to the tip 10 edge thereof, fromthe center of the tip edge thereof

to the top andwhethen ctlye #Bidreeofol@esml hdscetmerthe Sh&ype or E-type

storage mode. As a result of this, the file folder 1 can
5 be drawn out of the shelf with ease whether in the S-type
storage mode or in the E-type storage mode, thereby to
improve handling.
Further, the flange portions 17 and 18 make abutting
engagement with the inner face of the engaging ribs 16 when
10 the folder body 2 is closed. In this state, when the file
folder 1 is placed on a shelf in the E-type storage mode,
i.e. placed upright on the shelf so that the back cover 6
is positioned above and oriented horizontally, the loose
papers .secured to or bound by the file folder 1 are
15 suspended by the binding fastener 3. In this E-type
storage mode, the flange portions 17 and 18 of the binding
fastener 3 rest on and are support;ed by the engaging ribs
16 of the folder body 2, and the weight or load of the
whole papers acting on the binding fastener 3 is supported
20 by the front and rear covers 4 and 5 on which the engaging
ribs 16 are formed, thereby to almost diminish the weighi;:
acting on the back cdvef 6. As a result of this, an
excessive load of the bound papers will not act on the
hinge sections 7 provided on the border between the front
25 and rear covers 4 and 5 and the back cover 6, thereby to
prevent it effectively from being distorted, which in. turn
improves durability of the folder body 2. -
To keep the file folder 1 with S-bound papers on a

11



bottom edge to the tip edge, and lies flat to the inner face of the base
portion 112. The hi ghest part of the engaging portion 113, i.e. the
corner of the rear cover 105 15 is designed to have a height, for

exanpl e, generally one third of the height of the top wall section 108. The

ot her arrangenghkg £0fid hane Oy HENE tERBgRE Mdte SathedrdOEcaDf diBLance
enbodi nent shown in Figs. 1 to 4. Wth the above arrangenent of the

i nventi on, whehetweefi0adjaocentrtiodghebres smasbske, sehactedaonstbé basisop

wal | section 108, tip_wall section 109 and_boito |l section 110 nake
engagenent witf tﬁéeoapﬁglFﬁgénﬁf lerothgofi Hhe folder Body'2" “However,

with the above-mentioned arrangement of the file folder 1,
5 since it is possible'to keep the file folders 1 in the E-
| type storage mode, the vertical distance between the
neighboring shelves may be selected on the basis of the
shorter lateral length of the folder body 2, which makes
room for additional shelves when a plurality of shelves are
10 to be set up in a limited space. In fact, when the file
folder 1 1is stored in this manner, for example,.
. approximately 20% reduction in the storage space can be
achieved.

In addition, since the engaging ribs 16 are generally
15 formed in the widened "U"-shape, even if the file folder 1
is kept in the S-type storage mode, the lower ends of the
flanges 17 and 18 as well as thellower ends of the fixed
and movable wall sections 22 and 23 rest on and are
supported by the engaging ribs 16. Therefore, the load of
20 the whole papers bound by the fastener 3 is distributed
throughout and supported by the front and rear covers 4 and
5 as well as the back cover 6 when the file foldef 1 is
kept in S-type storage mode, resulting in the same
desirable results and advantages as a file folder kept in

25 the E-type storage mode.
Now referring to Figs. 5 and 6, there is illustrated a
file folder 101 aucording to another embodiment of the

invention.

12



portion 113 of the engaging wall section 111. This design of the folder
body 102, nanely the shape of a box having 25 wal | sections at every
face, further inproves the stiffness of the folder body 102 conpared to the
enbodi ment shown in Figs. 1 to 4. |In particular, since the cut-out

porty ons 150, and ettt SRAURS, 4910 Bhlbh 50 SH AT e Ulprien o110
folder body 102 and a binding fastener 3 securely attached
to the inside of the folder body 102.
The folder body 102 is integrally formed or molded of a
5 suitable synthetic plastic material, and comprises a pair -
of a front cover 104 and a rear cover 105 each of which is
oblong, namely having a longitudinal length larger than the
width, and a back 6over or a spine 106 to which the front
cover 104 and the rear cover 105 are foldably connected via
10 hinge sections 107, a top wall section 108 formed along the
top edge of the front cover 104 and detachably engages with
the rear cover 105, a bottom wall sectioﬁ 110 formed along
the bottom edge of the front cover 104 and detachably
engages with the rear cover 105, a tip wall section 109
15 formed along the tip edge of the front cover 104 and
detachably engages with the rear cover 105, and an engaging
wall section 111 formed on the top, front and bottom edges
of the rear cover 105. In addition, cut-out portions 130
and 131 which extend close to the inner face of the front
20 cover 104 are provided on both the bottom wall section 110
and the tip wall section 109, bqth of which face toward the
user when the folder body 102 is to be opened for use.
More specifically, the top wall section 108 is formed
to project vertically and inwardly from the top edge of the
25 front cover 104, and has a height generally the same as the
value which is subtracted the height of the base portion
112 to be referred hereinafter of the engaging wall section

11 formed on the rear cover 105 from the width of the back

13



opened for use and the tip wall section 109 which positions left to the
user though the top wall section 108, the tip wall section 109 and the
bottomwal |l section 110 are formed 5 on the circunferential edge of the
front cover 104, the papers bound inside the fol der body 102 are accessible

through the cuppgdl PPOET AXea 130 hd ckdlesssOgbhatall 9 exlexi Hainen0 agbsthel e
to snooth turning over of pages |ike the enbodi nent shown in Figs. 1 to 4.
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with respect to the enmhodi nent shown in Figs. 1 to 4.
is formed to project verticé¥iy ané)inwardly from the tip
edge of the front cover 104 and continuous to the left edge
5 of the top wall section 108, and has a height and the
thickness genera}ky the same as those of the top wall
section 108. The bottom wall section 110 is formed. to
. project vertically and inwardly from the bottom edge of the
front cover 104 and continuous to the bottom edge of the
10 tip wall section 109, and has a height and the thickness.
generally the same as those of the top wall section 108 and
the tip wall section 109. In addition, the tip wail
section 109 is provided with a cut-out portion 130 which
draws a gentle concave curve starting from a position at an
15 | appropriate distance from one of the ends of the tip wall
section 109 to a position at an appropriate distance from
the other end thereof and which extends close to the inner
face of the.front cover 104 at the longitudinal center
thereof. The bottom wall section 110 is provided with a
20 cut-out portion 131 which draws a gentle ascendiné curve
starting from a position at an appropriate distance from
one of the ends of the bottom wall section 110, extending
close to the inner faée of the front cover 104 at generally
two thirds of the width of the bottom wall section 110 and
25 then'drawing a horizontal straight line which reaches the
other end of the bottom wall section 110. .

The engaging wall section 111 on .the rear cover 105

comprises a base portion 112 and an engaging portion 113,

14



Now referring to Figs. 7 to 11, there is illustrated a file folder
according to further enbodi nent of the 15 I nvention. Since the file

fol der 201 of the enbodi nent has an arrangenent simlar to that of the file
fol der 101 shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the conponent of the same as or

ot herw se corrg;agnggng &ambp%%r%g %Hﬁgﬁ%@ﬁﬁ%reng#gﬂgguﬁgﬁggHmegn%ﬁééngf

referred to the Sant r et eér ence nunber
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are of synthetic resin and elastically transfornable along the thickness
thereof. The tgenewally the same as the thickness of the front and rear
covers 104 and 105 and a thickness generally twice as much
5 aé the thickness of the front and rear covers 104 and 105.
The engaging portion 113 whose thickness is generally half
of that of thé base portion 112 is formed on the rear cover
105 with drawing gehtle ascending curves starting from the
center of the top edge of the rear cover 105 to the tip
10 edge thereof, from the center of the tip edge thereof to
the top and bottom edge thereof, from the center of the
bottom edge to the tip edge, and lies flat to the inner
face of the base portion 112. The highest part of the
engaging portion 113, i.e. the corner of the rear cover 105
15 is designed to have a height, for example, generally one
third of the height of the top wall section 108.
The other arrangements of-the embodiment may be the
same as those of the embodiment shown in Figs. 1 to 4.
With the above arrangement of the invention, when the
20 folder body 102 is closed, inner faées of the top wall
section 108, tip wall section 109 and bottom wall section
110 make engagement with.the outer-faée of the engaging
portion 113 of the engaging wall section 111. This design
of the folder body 102, namely the shape of a box having
25 wall sections at every face, further improves the stiffness
of the folder body 102 compared to the embodiment shown in
Figs. 1 to 4. In particular, since the cut-out poftions

130 and 131 are provided on both the bottom wall section

15



section 109 is provided with a cut-out portion 130 for 25 al | owi ng
el astic transformation of the front and rear covers 104 and 105 to
approach each ot her. Bet ween the front and rear covers 104 and 105
provided is an elastic stopper 202 which nakes engagenent with itself by

making 16 u3a00khiks €hessNBoRatHOthelusde WHAD! LR IEs Ridr WA 20804 s2Nd
105 as well as rel eases engagenent by maki ng use of the
opened for use and the tip wall section 109 which positions
left to the user though the top wall section 108, the tip
wall section 109 and the bottom wall section 110 are formed
5 - on the circumferential edge of the front cover 104, the
papers bound inside the folder body 102 are accessible
through .the cut-out portions 130 and 131, so that there
exists no obstacle to smooth turning over of pages like the
embodiment shown in Figs. 1 to 4.
10 Moreover, it brings about the same advantages as
explained with respect to the embodiment shown in Figs. 1
to 4.

Now referring to Figs. 7 to 11, there is illustrated a

file folder according to further embodiment of the
15 invention. Since the file folder 201 of the embodiment has

an arrangement similar to that of the file folder 101 shown

in Figs. 5 and 6, the component of the same as or otherwise

correspoﬁding to that of the above-mentioned embodiment

will be referred to the same reference number and therefore
20 no description will be given. .

The front .and rear covers 104 and 105 of the file
folder 202 are of synthetic resin and elastically
transformable along the thickness thereof. The 't_.:ip wall
section 109 is provided with a cut-out por_t:i.on 130 for

25 allowing elastic transformation of the £front and rear
covers 104 and 105 to approach each other. Between the
front and rear covers 104 a_nd 105 prowided is an elastic

stopper 202 which makes engagement with itself by making

16



elastic transformati on when the front and rear covers 104 and 105 approach
each other. 5 More specifically, the tip wall section 109 provided on
the front cover 104 of the file folder 201 has an upper and down abutting
portions 203 and 204 which nake abutting engagenent with the rear cover 105

ort 1 on 10 19881 £pEh| ALRSRBRBERLPRCOBOE RO EEREE SD9aTERE 1 REVEBBeLOd
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provi ded aboveelasthot teemsformation when the front and rear covers 104
and 105 approach each other.

5 More specifically, the tip wall section 109 provided on
the front cover 104 of the file folder 201 has an upper and
down abutting portions 203 and 204 which make abutting
engagement with the rear cover 105 at each the top and
bottom edges thereof. The above-mentioned cut-out portion

10 130 is provided between the bottom edge 203a of the upper
‘abutting portion 203 and the top edge 2b4a of the down
abutting portion 204. The elastic stopper 202 comprises
inserting members 205 and 206 provided above the bottom
edge 203a of the upper abutting portion 203 and below the

15 top edge 204a of the down abutting poftiop 204 on the front
cover 104, receiving members 207 and 208 provided on the
rear cover 105 and into which the above-mentioned inserting
members 205 and 206 are to be fittingly inserted when the
front and rear covers 104 and 105 are closed, resistance

20 gix}ing elements 209 and 210 which give the inserting
members 205 and 206 a required resistance against being
released from the receiving members 207 and 208. The
inserting member 205 is a thin wall continuous to the inner
faces of the top wall section 108 and the tip wall section

25 109 with a right-angled bent portion, and has a thickness
nearly half of the thickness of the top wall section 108
and the tip wall section 109. The inserting member 266 is

a thin wall continuous to the inner faces of the tip wall

17



edge 203a of the upper abutting portion 203 and bel ow the 15 top edge
204a of the down abutting portion 204 on the front cover 104, receiving
menbers 207 and 208 provided on the rear cover 105 and into which the
above-nentioned inserting nmenbers 205 and 206 are to be fittingly inserted
when the front QRGRAr BOE: | gl @anc
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and 208. The inserting nmenber 205 is a thin wall continuous to the inner
faces of the td&pigknesseqf dhedsirrlhesecpion| L08canfdothe bottom wall
section 110. The receiving member 207 is of a concave

5 hav;i.ng a r:_i.ght—a.ngled bent portion formed at the corner of
the tip edgé and the top edge on the inner face of the rear
cover 105, and into which the inserting member 205 can be
fittingly insert;ed when the file folder 201 is closed. The
receiving mémber 208 is of a concave having a right-angled

10 bent portion formed at the corner of the tip edge and the
bottom edge 6n the inner face of the rear cover 105, and
into which the inserting member 206 can be fi'ttingljr
inserted when the file folder 201 is closed. The
resigtance giving element 209 comprises an engaging

15 projection 209a projecting outwardly from the side of the
tip wall section 109 pf the inserting member 205, and an
engaging hole 209b provided on the receiving member 207 at
a cérresponding place to the engaging projection 209a,
wherein the engaging projection 209a is brought into

20 engagement with the engaging hole 209b by making use of a
temporary elastic transformation of the material
constitﬁting covers 104 and 105 when the inserting member
205 is pushed to insert into the receiving member 207. The
engaging pr’ojeétion 209a is a low projection bulging with

25 the edges rounded and can bé released from the engaging
hole 209b by applyving a pulling force more than a
‘predetermined value to the inserting ‘member 205 and the

receiving member 207. The resistance giving element 210

18



25 109 with a right-angled bent portion, and has a thickness nearly half
of the thickness of the top wall section 108 and the tip wall section 109.
The inserting menber 206 is a thin wall continuous to the inner faces of
the tip wall 17 section 109 and the bottomwall section 110 with a

oS00, S oy S0y DSOS PO gebibéc e oarary
from t;he side of the tip wall section 109 of the inserting
member 206, and an engaging hole 210b provided on the
receiving member 208 ét a corresponding place to the

5 engaging projection 210a. The resistance giving element
210, wherein the'engaging projection 210a is brought into
engagement with the engaging hole 210b by means of a-
temporary elastic ﬁransformation of the material
constituting covers 104 and 105 when the inserting member

10 206 is pushed to insert into the receiving member 208. The
engaging projection 20%a is a iow pProjection bulging with

the edges rounded and can be released from the engaging
hole 210b by applying a pulling force more than a
predete:mined value to the inserting member 206 and the

15 receiving member 208.

In accordance with the invention, the inserting members

205 and 206 is fittingly inserted into the receiving member

207 and 208 if the file folder 201 is closed. Then as-the
engaging projections 209a and 210a are brought into

20 engagement with the engaging hole 209b and 210b provided on
the receiving members 207 and 208 with bringing about
temporary elastic expansion of the receiving members 207

and 208, the filing folder 201 is kept not to close
unexpectedly. For opening the filing folder 201, first

25 urge the tip edges of the front rear covers 104 and 105 so
as to be approached each other by, for example, pinching
them. As a result of this, the rear cover 105, being easy

to be tran'sfdrmed, begins to bend as shown in Fig. 9. Then

19



section 110. ~ The receiving nenber 207 is of a concave 5 having a

ri ght-angl ed bent portion formed at the corner of the tip edge and the top
edge on the inner face of the rear cover 105, and into which the inserting
menber 205 can be fittingly inserted when the file folder 201 is closed.

The recei ving gpapes 2084kSo8f c Y i ajdi = I i
portion fornmed at tﬁgzcorglr?e? ofﬁtehgats?péggg% % téheﬁgt.)%ﬁ m%%%o#the@f

inner face of theh ehe borebmlelgeaRr03ansd tié alppdie amsering poruiien 2236
can be fittingly inserted when the file folder 201 |is closed. The
resi stance gi viang diheneinp ige otPta sef Bhecfguyi Ajutting portion 204 as

fulcra so that the portion between the bottom edge 203a and
5 the top edge 204a moves toward the direction to approach
the front cover 104 and the portions above the bottom edge
203a and below the top edge 204a move toward the direction
to leave ffom the front cover 104. The portion above the
bottom edge 203a in the inserting portion 205 moves toward
16 the direction to be released from the receiving portion 207
and then the engaging projection 209a is released from the
engagement with the engaging hole 209> as well as the
portion below the top edge 204a in the inserting portion
206 moves toward the direction to be released from thé
15 receiving portion 208 and then the engaging projection 210a
is released from the engagement with the engagihg hole
210b. Next urge the centers of the tip edge of the front
and rear covers 104 and 105 further to approach-each other,
then each of the inserting portions 205 and 206 will come
20 out of the receiving portions 207 and 208 as shown in Fig.
10. Therefore the release of the pushing force applied to
the front and rear covers 104 and 105 will open the front

and rear covers 104 and 105 with ease.
The shape of the cut-out portion is not limited to that
25 of the embodiments described in detail hereinabove. For
example, for_the file folder shown in Figs. 5 and 6 cut-out
portions may be formed at each general center of_thé tip

wall section 109 and the bottom wall section 110 and have a

20



15 - projection 209a projecting outwardly fromthe side of the tip wall
section 109 of the inserting nenber 205, and an engagi ng hol e 209b provi ded
on the receiving nmenber 207 at a correspondi ng place to the engagi ng :
proj ection 209a, wherein the engaging projection 209a is brought into 20

engagenent Wt GieR BRYAG SEchOAS £O%edBt BKIHIGN SCardipatd @HeethYough.
el astic transformation of t he mat erial constituting covers 104 and

105 when t he | Therei mgymbeb@thzads viay jpush avbdif licaddions michoutd deperting

menber 207. The engaglng prpgection 209a is a |l ow projection bulging with
25 the edgesfrewntbg &R¥rihrebethe | IEentid®m t he engagi ng

POSSIBLE APPLICATIONS -' IN INDUSTRY
5 The file folder of the invention is suitable for use in
storing the file folder with loose papers bound inside on a

relatively long time basis in a locker or a bookshelf.
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hol e 209b by applying a pulling force nore than a predeter mjngdisvakeEr HAS BEEN
the inserting nenber 205 and the receiving nenber 207. The| r esi SERDAGED

giving el enent 210 18 conpri ses an engagi ng projection 2%

outwardly fromthe side of the tip wall section 109 of the inserting nenber
206, and an engagizMshol e 210b provi ded on the receiving nenber 208 at a
correspondi ng place to the
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1. A file folder comprising a pair of_foldable covers,
a back cover integrally connected to said foldable covers,
and a binding fastener fixedly provided at the inner face
of said back éover or the inner face of one of said
foldable covers near the back cover, characterized in that
a top and a tip wall sections are formed along the top and
tip edges of one of the foldable covers and which
detachably engage with the another foldable cover.

2. A file folder comprising a pair of foldable covers,

a back cover integrally connected to said foldable covers,

‘and a binding fastener fixedly provided at the inner face

of the back cover or the inner face of one of the foldable
covers near the back cover, characterized in that a top
wall section, a bottom wall section and a tip wall section
are formed along the top, bottom and tip edges of one of
the foldablé covers and which detachably engage with the
another foldable cover and that a cut-out portion which
extends close to the inner face of one of the foldable
covers is formed in the bottom wall section which faces the
user when the file folder is opened for use.

3. A file folder according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein a
cut-out portion which allows the foldable covers to
elastically transform fof approaching each other is formed
on the tip wall section as well as said foldable covers are
made elasticaily transformable, and is characterized by
that an elastic stopper is provided between the foldable

covers and makes engagement with itself by making use of
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5 engagi ng projection 210a.

hol e 210b by neans of a tenporary el astic transformatig f
material constituting covers 104 and 105 when the inserting nmenber 10 206

i's pushed to iRt clBbenkhadtordh Vo#d FREDFoKikble TRBvRREA0AET U] EGlsl ON

209a is a low projection bulging wwth the edges rounded and can be rel eased

The resistance giving el emgft Z10, - Whgk&iReN i
t he engagi ng projection 210a is brought into engagenent w tih ‘F’H’e}g%'@@ﬁg‘égg
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fromthe engagired dedes 2 digdgemppkyi by amakingg disece abr ethbanedastic
predeterm ned value to the inserting nmenber 206 and the 15 receiving

menber 208.
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transformation of the foldable covers.
4. A file folder according to Claim 3, wherein the tip

wall section provided on one of the foldable covers has an

- upper and down abutting bortions which make abutting

'engag'ement with .the another foldable cover at the top and
bottom edges thereof and the elastic stopper comprises
inserting members provided above the bottom edge of thé
upper abutﬁing portion and beiow the top edge of the down
abutting portion on one of the foldable covers, receiving
members provided on the another foldable cover and into
which said inserting members are to be fittingly inserted.
when the foldable covers are closed, resistance giving
elements which give the inserting members a required
resistance against being released from the receiving
members.

5. A file folder according‘to Claim 1, 2, 3 or 4,
wherein a label .mount portion is provided on each of said
back cover and said top wall section.

6. A file folder according to Claim 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5,
wherein a finger access portion is provided on eaéh of said

back cover and said top wall section.

[

Mk

O 2

This Sheet Has Been Reﬂlaced




I n accordance with the invention, the inserting nenbers 205 and 206 is
fittingly inserted into the receiving nenber 207 and 208 if the file fol der
201 is closed. Then as the engaging projections 209a and 210a are brought
into 20 engagenment with the engagi ng hole 209b and 210b provided on the
receiving menbgpgmiycand 208 with bringi ng about tenporary elastic
expansi on of the receiving nenbers 207 and 208, the filing folder 201 is
kept not to cl ose anéxpectfedder improvedenimgstikfrieds nothedwiose 204, fallst
25 urge the tip edges of the front rear cqyers_104 and_105,6,so as tqQ be
appr oached eacfiowrnef geforyr whganbhe Spbipfting file folder is placed in

the E-type storage mode comprises a pair of foldable front
5 and rear covers 4 and 5, a back cover 6 integrally located
between and connected to them, and a binding fasteher 3
fixedly attached on the inner face of the back cover 6 or
the inner face of one of the foldable covers 4 and 5 near
the back cover 6. A top wall section 8 and a tip wall
10 section 9 are provided along the top and tip édges of one
of the covers 4 and which detachably engage with the

another cover 5.
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them As a result of this, the rear cover 105, being easy to be
transforned, begins to bend as shown in Fig. 9. Then 19 the tip edge of
the rear cover 105 is bent by naking use of both the bottom edge 203a of

t he upper abutting portion 203 and the top edge 204a of the down abutting
portion 204 as fulcra so that the portion between the bottom edge 203a and
5 the top edge 204a noves toward the directiq?1ﬁo approach




the front cover 104 and the portions above the bottom edge 203a and bel ow
the top edge 204a nove toward the direction to | eave fromthe front cover
104. The portion above the bottom edge 203a in the inserting portion 205
noves toward 10 the direction to be released fromthe receiving portion
207 and then the engagi ng projection 209a i&1del eased fromthe engagenent
with the engagi ng hole 209b as well as the portion below the top edge 204a
in the inserting portion 206 noves toward the direction to be released from
the 15 receiving portion 208 and then the engagi ng projection 210a is

rel eased fromthe engagenent wth the engagi ng hol e

Fig. 2




210b. Next urge the centers of the tip edge of the front and rear covers
104 and 105 further to approach each other, then each of the inserting
portions 205 and 206 will conme 20 out of the receiving portions 207 and
208 as shown in Fig. 10. Therefore the release of the pushing force applied
to the front and rear covers 104 and 105 \@/MH{ open the front and rear
covers 104 and 105 with ease. The shape of the cut-out portion is not
limted to that 25 of the enbodi nents described in detail hereinabove.

For exanple, for the file folder shown in Figs. 5 and 6 cut-out portions
may be fornmed at each general center of the tip

Fig. 3




wal | section 109 and the bottomwall section 110 and have a 20 wi dt h
bei ng such as at |east a thunb can pass therethrough. There may be other
various nodifications without departing fromthe spirit of the invention.
PCSSI BLE APPLI CATIONS | N | NDUSTRY 5 The file folder of the

I nvention is suitable for use in storing thd/¥11e fol der with | oose papers
bound inside on a

Fig. 4

15



relatively long tine basis in a |ocker or a bookshélf. 10 15 20 25 21
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CLAIMS: 1. Afile folder conprising a pair of foldable covers, a back cover
integrally connected to said foldable covers, and a bi ndi ng fastener
fixedly provided at the inner face 5 of said back cover or the inner face
of one of said foldable covers near the back cover, characterized in that a
top and a tip wall sections are forned al the top and tip edges of one
of the fol dable covers and_mhich-detachabﬁgqengage wi th the anot her

f ol dabl e cover. 10 2. Afile folder conprising a pair of foldable
covers, a back cover integrally connected to said fol dable covers,

Fig. 6

104 101 -




and a binding fastener fixedly provided at the inner face of the back cover
or the inner face of one of the fol dable covers near the back cover,
characterized in that a top 15 wall section, a bottomwall section and a
tip wall section are forned along the top, bottomand tip edges of one of

t he fol dabl e covers and which detachably Z#dage with the another fol dable
cover and that a cut-out portion which extends close to thg inner face of
one of the fol dable 20 covers is forned in the bQ; omwag section which
faces the user when the file folder is opened for WNe)s& N file fol der
according to Claim1 or 2, wherein a AN




cut-out portion which allows the fol dable covers to elastically transform
for approaching each other is fornmed 25 on the tip wall section as well
as said foldable covers are made el astically transformable, and is
characterized by that an elastic stopper is provided between the fol dable
covers and makes engagement with itself bﬁVHSking use of This Sheet Has

BeenRe | aced the closing action of the fol dable covers as well as
Fig. 8
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rel eases engagenent by making use of the elastic transformation of the

fol dabl e covers. 4. Afile folder according to Claim3, wherein the tip 5
wal | section provided on one of the fol dable covers has an upper and down
abutting portions which nmake abutting engagenment with the another fol dable
cover at the top and bottom edges thereof 9%&h#l the el astic stopper conprises
I nserting nmenbers provi ded above the bottom edge of the 10 upper abutting
portion and bel ow the top edge of the down abutting portion on one of the
fol dabl e covers, receiving nmenbers proylLded on the anot her fol dable cover
and into : 'i?%é; é}
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whi ch said inserting menbers are to be fittingly inserted when the fol dable
covers are closed, resistance giving 15 el enents which give the inserting
menbers a required resistance agai nst being released fromthe receiving
menbers. 5. A file folder according to Caiml, 2, 3 or 4, wherein a | abel
nmount portion is provided on each of safﬂméd back cover and said top wall
section. 6. Afile folder according to daim1l, 2, 3, 4 or 5, wherein a
finger access portion is provided on each of said back cover and said top

wat | section. ];ig;. 10
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Amended CLAIMS:
1. A file folder comprising a pai¥ of foldable covers,
a back cover integrally connected to said foldable covers,
and a binding fastener fixedly provided at the inner face
5 of said back cover or the inner face of one of said
foldable covers near the back cover, characterized in that
a top and a tip wall sections are formed along the top and
tip edges of one of the foldable covers and which
detachably engage with the another foldable cover, and that
10 at the bottom tip of said one cover there is no wall
pe;gendicglar to said cover. -
2. A file folder comprising a pair of foldable covers,
a back cover integrally connected to said foldable covers,
and a binding fastener fixedly provided at the inner face
15 of the back cover or the inner face of one of the foldable
covers near the back cover, characterized in that a top
wall section, a bottom wall section and a tip wall section
are formed.élong the top, bottom and tip edges of one of
the foldable covers and which detachably engage'with the
20 another foldable cover and that a cut-out portion which
extends close to the inner face of one of the foldable
covers'is.formed in the bottom wall section which faces the
user when the file folder is opened for use, said cut-out
portion extending from said back cover at least half the
25 width of said one cover. |

3. A file folder according to Claim 1 or 2, wherein a
cut-out portion which allows the foldable covers to

elastically transform for approaching each other is formed
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" on the tip wall section as well as said foldable covers are
made elastically transformable, and is characterized by
that an elastic stopper is provided between the foldable
covers and makes engagement with itself by making use of

5 the closing action of the foldable covers as well as
releases engagement by making use of the elastic
transformation of the foldable covers.

4. A 'file. folder according to Claim 3, wherein the tip
wall section provided on one of the foldable covers has an

10 upper and down abutting portions which make abutting
engagement with the another foldable cover at the top and
bottom edges thereof and the elastic stopper comprises
inserting members provided above the bottom edge of the
upper abutting portion and below the top edge of the down

15 abutting portion on one of the foldable covers, receiving
members provided on the another foldable cover and into
which said inserting members are to be fittingly inserted
when the foldable covers are closed, resistance giving
elements which give the inserting members a required

20 resistance against being released from the receiving
members.

5. A file folder according to Claim 1, 2, 3 or 4,
wherein a label mount portion is provided on each of said
back cover and said top wall section.

25 6. A file folder according to Claim 1, 2, 3, 4 oxr 5,
wherein a finger access portion is provid_ed on each of said

back cover and said top wall section.
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