


(57) Abstract: A method and apparatus for controlling an MPEG video media
recording device to automatically iden- tify and selectively skip segments
of a video signal, such as commercial advertisements, during a recording
session. Dur- ing an MPEG video data recording session the system con-
tinuously monitors the video data being recorded to detect a scene change
occuring over one or more image fields. In re- sponse to a detected scene
change, the system stores in a file a time and record location on the media
corresponding to the occurence of the scene change. Depending upon the time
in- terval between several of the detected scene changes, the sys- tem
identifies a corresponding video segment as either a com- mercial
advertisement or a chapter boundary. By identifying the segments in this
way, the playback presentation can then be selectively controlled.    


