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(54) Title: APPARATUS FOR PACKAGING CONTACT LENSES

(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to
10 an apparatus for packaging contact lenses. The

I] )| [0 / apparatus includes a plurality of lens carriers (14),

a plurality of lifts (18), a plurality of contact lens
nn containers (24) and either a plurality of platens (16)
or a plurality of mandrels. One of the containers
(24) is mounted on a respective one of the carriers
= 32 (14). Each of the platens or each of the mandrels
. o O |~ o is individually supported by one of the lifts. The
L 7 lifts apply pressure, within a precetermined range,
28 to each of the containers. A heated mandrels
24 (32) is disposed above the plurality of containers
—C’ég (24). The heated mandrel is movable between a
22 retracted position above the plurality of containers
14 T 16 and an engaged position immediately adjacent
to the plurality of containers. A lidstock (26) is
o | selectively movable between a retructed position
} : and an insert position. The inserted position is
O 20 between the heated mandrel (32) and the plurality
of containers (24), whereby in the inserted position
7% the lidstock is flexedly held in position at least until
L ali the heated mandrel contacts the lidstocks while
7 / moving to the engaged position. The apparatus
7
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includes a lidstock having indicia printed thereon.
The lidstock is fed from a roll under tension. A
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vision alignment inspection system checks the print

18 36 quality on the lidstock and simultaneously checks
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retracted position above the plurality of containers and an engaged
position immedi ately adjacent to the plurality of containers. A |lidstock
(26) is selectively novable between a retracted position and an insert
position. The inserted position is between the heated mandrel (32) and the
luralit of cont ai e in the inserted position the
Pi dst ockyi s flexedl mw6@Wio%y]at | east until tﬁe heat ed mandr el
contacts the lidstocks while noving to the engaged position. The apparatus
i ncl udesr avoleidStd ol olvarsbragriinn eiecb e "prid-nt ed thereon. The lidstock is fed
from a eedNoeyn e atddppeivigians” apegirg i dinPegit i gnment i nspecti on system checks the
print Y eevEoR “hE F Fdsts% and sinul taneously checks for registration
of the lidstocks within the apparatus.




