SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR DI STRI BUTED ELECTRONI C SI GNATURE DOCUMENTS

| NCLUDI NG VERSI ON CONTROL PRIORITY CLAIM [0001] This application

cl ai ms prwornty13ps3U. S. Application Serial No. 12/ 773, 7P0Tfisk@d/obsy4 4,

2010, which is hereby incorporated by reference. BACKGROUND OF THE

| NVENTI ON [ 0002] The traditional process of negotiating and executing
a witten contract is famliar to many. In this process, the contract
docunent is circulated anong the parties, often several tines, for their
review, nodification and signature. During the course of the docunent's
circulation, one or nore of the parties may suggest handwitten

nodi fications to the contract terns and affix their handwitten initials
proxi mal to such nodifications to indicate their assent thereto.

[ 0003] Frequently, however, because of poor handwiting or ink blurring, it
becones difficult for the parties to discern the intelligibility of the
handwitten terns and/or the identity of the initialing party.
Additionally, it may prove difficult to discern whether such handwitten
nodi ficati ons were nmade subsequent to one or nore of the parties having
finally executed the contract docunent, believing the contract's terns to
be settled. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON

SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR DISTRIBUTED ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE
DOCUMENTS INCLUDING VERSION CONTROL

PRIORITY CLAIM

[0001] This application claims priority to U.S. Application Serial No. 12/773,720

filed May 4, 2010, which is hereby incorporated by reference.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The traditional process of negotiating and executing a written contract is
familiar to many. In this process, the contract document is circulated among the parties, often
several times, for their review, modification and signature. During the course of the
document’s circulation, one or more of the parties may suggest handwritten modifications to
the contract terms and affix their handwritten initials proximal to such modifications to
indicate their assent thereto.

[0003] Frequently, however, because of poor handwriting or ink blurring, it
becomes difficult for the parties to discern the intelligibility of the handwritten terms and/or
the identity of the initialing party. Additionally, it may prove difficult to discern whether such
handwritten modifications were made subsequent to one or more of the parties having finally

executed the contract document, believing the contract’s terms to be settled.



[ 0004] Systens and nethods are disclosed for facilitating version control
over an el ectronic docunent, the el ectronic docunent being subject to a

di st ri butwonosegewace anong at | east first and second r @Ciraseelg/opaed i es
over a network. The method includes receiving an instruction set froma
source client. Based on the instruction set, at |east one editable field
popul ated with content is enbedded in the el ectronic docunent. The progress

of the el ectronic docunent tRiawGRyOREHEIISTENTION | ON Sequence is nonitored
over the network. The content of the editable field being edited by the

first revi ew [Poplar Systinss ahet recthddsedle Hiscloed fonfheilitading etwionicantng dvbiagn t he
content has been edited b%@the first reviewng party, the edited electronic
docunent clestrripdecyaynt therclpstreiie dergmeshiegg spjegde £ istrhylopscgeencg Amengdocunent

bei | i | i d by the fi t d Vi i ti i
o 19t et b B g YesPAPRE Bt tefes s i TROREp B DR T ey
BRI EF_ DESCRETL QN O T, RBANNGSuscd on 1d A0ORLi0T NG, B RLCLRECIAR fog

alternative enbodi nents of the present 1 nvention are descri

bel ow W tpBpilgt® ~EMC Eortént t i EenfitRbdc@Winn ghed ElaMMINGS document. THOPGErekd GEREe 1 shows
an exenplary systemfor creation, processing and execution of distributed
el ect r onictecigpgn deammendtcengb ibsdistribution §eQ@@¥} isFNGURECR0wh dwsncawpkelhy r ed

met hod for distributed el ectronic signature docunents; . [00081 FI GURE
3 shows &OH&wrof the efitahle fieldr bangs edited 2 Hieelirsc tvisRing BYBuFefte™icdotti ng t o

T R N R B
PREFERREREMBERLMENT document is provided to the second reviewing party. The electronic
document being electronically signed by the first and second reviewing parties is validated.
The editable field is locked from further electronic editing.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0005] The preferred and alternative embodiments of the present invention are
described in detail below with reference to the following drawings:
[0006] FIGURE 1 shows an exemplary system for creation, processing and
execution of distributed electronic signature documents;
[0007] FIGURE 2 shows a preferred method for distributed electronic signature
documents;
[0008] FIGURE 3 shows a user interface for customizing electronic documents
according to an embodiment; and
[0009] FIGURE 4 shows a process for facilitating version control according to an
embodiment.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
[0010] Embodiments of the invention may be described in the general context of, or
may be implemented by, computer-executable instructions, such as program modules, being
executed by a computer and/or by computer-readable media on which such instructions or

modules can be stored. Generally, program modules include routines, programs, objects,



[ 0010] Enbodi nents of the invention may be described in the general context
of, or may be inplenented by, conputer-executable instructions, such as

pr ogr am youbB$L3938@i ng executed by a conputer and/ or byPCoSatId03F180dabl e
medi a on which such instructions or nodul es can be stored. Generally,
program nodul es include routines, prograns, objects, conponents, data
structures, etc. that performparticular tasks or inplenent particul ar
abstract data types. The invention may al so be practiced in distributed
conput i ngompaienonriat srustiese ctcasiks mrfernpgraftenlredadby or eimplemeptr peeissliang
devices that are linked through a conmuni cations network. In a distributed
conput i nGPEHh [datanbiRes hhoghuEmighdiveslsrale puaqtisedhtiegdiptibyed HroppEEnE and
renote conputer sto%agq di a H?clugin nmenory stora e.devﬁées. .

[0011] EXBOHTHSASSVEFT (H5% i%S BRYTBR iy RO PRSFETE EOifEE St HedWFihed in
common! y uagd aUonsnufialGR nABBHL SR Qfkiical &g 28ROk Crop Y STEM AND
METHOD FOR MENT TAGGE NG TEMPLATES, " and U. S. Patent Application No.

12/ 490, 6Gabdart infaly @6 10cT¥STEDSDh AR METERIIS c bt ddl s ide BhEiRDn HLdGd REMb

SI GNATURE DOCUMENTS, " (Atty. Docket No. DOCU 1-1020) which are hereby

i ncor por atogapellyvieesf erence as if fully set forth herein. [0012] FI GURE
1 shows an exanEIe system 100 for creation, processing and execution of

di stributed el®dik oRinbodimgpiatQfr BedB¥eHIAL DAY TREOTRYYUE a0 ArcTbided a
st R | ; O rm > 8
stngle C%%H{[ogfyof%ﬁz%éd o rr% Bfaté’n‘i’e%@l_cg%]%p&hto.efu?o%,;bzgj ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ“ “éf@fm@géwg ' a

pluralities o er co ers e conpute i'S connec

web si gniNpgTgEDVFOR BOEURIN AT RIGHT GEMVPISA TR URE (S8F Phehr APSiAN&T a
network such as the Internet. In one enbodi ment, a bank of servers, a

Wi rel ess Nbev2/d2),6® cehtititiar “$ed @M neANDd/ METHOBDS dBOR cBpS TRISUATDY vy
device can be used in place of the conputer 101. An application program

such as ELEEUIRENIEISIGMATATH POSUMINTS.S (4tthh Dogkat e POblut-¢P20) ohichwkd ch t hen
creates sjgning tenplate 120 or i.gnabl e document 122. The conputer
101 can ?ﬁ@bgaﬁo e WF@%FWE&S%Q%@N§%$¥§Eﬁg%mw ows the signing tenplate 120
and/ or the si | epQeMmN 2 o Sd Ire Vi I

[ 0013] The sigﬂ?%b Fenplategq? ?£9§Bﬁ¥%gﬂ%%%ﬁogﬁggg?% 1§I%%%§§§%gﬁd

i nf or mat ieReruBOOUE disiBuRl FRcAGhiPKREASS, dodc@be:d. ams ,S%'ﬁﬁﬁ UBNGR @R a single
aut hentication. It contains |linkages to any formtields in the signable

docunent compttemil 01, dreingwdes & aofmphitey 18k et ubentuneagérgmiithgpliveiipdsade othet  may

al so contain informati on about the account holder and any limtations on

t he si gnicAYPHEBCESs The comayter Hintsi sapnestsderithar wele sichmgtseniqel 104 ¥4 &1 gn, as
wel | as authenti.cation requirenents for any of the signers. The signable
docunent 35T SR IERE D PIR B BikePal anihs G ARERS o Fuil e

gr aphi s yahi0RGeWesNa @it St RYIcE 30leBuEPRIHRAine Ahd/bt Stker(@taSaptutdGdry RBGK O the
signing tenplate for execution. The web signing server 1%4 iIs a web server
on the | rhebdatedtinglacpoetier@blpyteh oSt Art dpplicdpiph ipediringsutlogd & sb@cedrichel at e
data transmtted by the enbedded control in the signable docunent 122 with
si gni ng taeplishaere is1R0 bythecaenuter 14k ehigethep picetes i gigaingtempair V2¢endl@6  such
as the existing DocuSign service, executes the sjgning tenplat

i nstruct is&gﬁ%bl? &?C&H]@P‘t ItZ%eT]%é)Bme@h}q.}d:ag an appﬁlcguon p ogranrrlnt)hat al?ows the

signing template 120 and/or the signable document 122 to be sent for signature via email.
[0013] The signing template 120 is a file that preferably contains information about
the signing process, locations, sequence and authentication. It contains linkages to any form
fields in the signable document that will be used to fully execute the signing template. It may
also contain information about the account holder and any limitations on the signing process.
It may identify other parties that will also sign, as well as authentication requirements for any

of the signers. The signable document 122 is a document file that preferably contains text



[0014] FIGURE 2 shows a nethod for distributed el ectronic signature
docunents 200 in one enbodi nent. At bl ock 202 a docunent originator creates
a signi ngvoenpl@ps3fil e that contains information about PadWSa01gi0gg1adbl e
docunent is to be signed. A docunent originator nmay be a user, a party to a
transaction, an agency or any entity interested in creating a signable
docunent. The signing tenplate file may include but is not limted to the

| ocation of signatures and initials for one or nore signers; |inkage

bet ween faod/nr giaghids along tvhid @ctti@hizahde aorerd or ilink de.pattag rbatlo tdh éeusgdng o
notify or authenticate the signer; information that nmay be used by deci sion
syst ens t@RjEefaecwautipns ffae dqndfigatatys 104 de @tW%Pnse;ﬁYeéé’é‘s@@éntS%bélabn what

is entered_into, the docynent during t i gni ng. process; .t nu r of
s nErr L S SRS ko hale i Pl RABT RSy 960 BT onat ur e
process, (daliodH LARn@RY PINLAE ML RIpiAE 150 9RBRLE. ARCUTEBHC GARLERL 19
nodi fi abl e by the signer; and other controlling information that may be
changed gérvivedod,isesh Attheadkystibg MBcUBig d2evice Bxtelite o sizaide &OGRRS inkBudtbnON t he
web server connected to the Internet. The signing tenplate is preferably
st or ed onhrauglethe wilysigmne sseyever that is connected to the Internet.

[0015] In one enbodinent, at bl ock 204, the docunent orjginator may create
a signabl e dofdht FKHMRE 2shpws panciagk for distribyicd slocieninsighgturerdoruasini ng or

vi ew ng. 2-(1)-8 ) gﬁeee%ﬁtiao(ap %f[ Atqﬁocﬁki ﬂ)@ian&)ct L%eq}%lo?‘i%ﬁl ‘[%P gregtie?g %&lnl% é)rgpl'iaqg rtlitle
preferabl’y occurs |nnt1?1_e same appli Cat | on, _u? may al SO oc%u_r In-a

di f f er entiy3 QBRGNS GnBAFatloR Mohf REENE sigRBld §auhRASE (HNR GeFQ. A 9haMlat
docunent preferably includes an enbedded control that provides information
about t herigbajamiagrbesi grirng pheypd at teansabhibs, dnndgeneyadt ey et iinreesed o a
secure hyperlink that enables the signer to click a button ("SDButton") or
a |ink i sreanes s pigrabls docapeninBie signing teeplatediln sray mfchdedut srobbsied tdbe t o
connect qver. the.Internet .to the signing tenplate for prqcessing. . The

P onabl e RoHAETLT AR Sl B b ot EiTR 10w i Ra T ap R dbever
there ma Dbl I - I : e

Si gnabl o ¢ Sy b FroPhA g B HRUTRANE of EhRb REStiob il fln 006,
transm t sn6lRakEDRY tlidioh dyems tQadciig dneiifiradteicaltreSdxgialh prodest®REd t o the
signer. In an alternative enbodi nent, the signing tenplate may be

di st ri butoedvhai & entgedrpite theydpenhén kdubeg ket sagntiigeprecagsiabé eurdior rfgimies sheor ed on

a web server available to the Internet., Wen the signer is ready and when
t he SDButtESPIF dogineny s3tele exgcutsiowko 208 pay fhpdsadmmafuse grgesst BfarRgtian gni ng

| h i gnj. whi ch. i i gni ; . Thi
i oni ng. sroeeat RleE IO R Rl aR bRPEERE S VA b e R T S
transact i.gfyrdfith HR-ARH thitenAAAhRARYIAGR dltéd A0y @hEHS RlsBRict Whb s

si gnabl e docunent to the web signing server and iI'nvokes a signing process
t hat spawsssatol iDeAltheneh Rivanselinetad tdithe Thigmer. 'The SRR tt@fiplands pefradbdy a
signing process as defined by the signing tenplate. [0017] After the
si gner hatordskwrs weh sheng seaeethatyy cermected/iotteainipyncany nmeans defined in the

signing tenpl at at block 210 a version of the signabl.e docunent that is
created from fql?islsep\/%]i‘e F@b%lré%‘@n?teﬁo‘fkn&%"héh%g%‘i}%@% NN, MhEredicghi ng

process t. - L ani.ng. f I i Vi ce,
ity AR ORI TEbe rBlued bR MANEAR, & ARy HRE 18 Sl
ser Vi ces.of e sin@eKedIidte ahfSigBIbBN@IcumbEPeré BBy deGMNhe same applidalOd BLit
Preferably only the formfield data fromthe signer is uploaded to the
server amthymdsqgeccur it @ differesi gpyuaige taadph atiffer¢mhipphcations dihascotdisigadbdnabl e
docunent copy). In this enbodi nent, the siogners are not able to nodify the
under | yi rgcuesat merersblydedudes anhprgbeddedy cpgroh ghat yevideshfpripidor: abauf 4bs | s
presented to themdurin he signin rocess, 001 I n an

B Cor nat OEPUTOUHEHET et Ts EHAEPT SO BE 14 Hse s ABRIR BB s dhe | ed
prior to It LR bRudi: 9NN e iQhabk) GSUuREnt THIE Stk ©

si gnabl esgggﬂ}r?e%t&r a:bﬁté(? ?ﬁ‘éﬁ%ﬁgﬁ %rhe lﬁllgenilzﬁei %lgoarbr?}éa'?&gﬁgfns uplcgtg e{j to the
web si gniif@rmseioN abodt Bowhd ndhihddg otda tubicridi@o SHeOyd g RAPRESHr phdtedshiks

enbodi nent, the nodified docunent is displayed for the signer to sign in
the web signing server.

_4-



[ 0020] In another enbodi nent, the sender does not allow the content to be
nodi fi ed and the entire docunent is posted to the web signing server for

t he signiwg2prioce®s. Next, a docunent integrity validatipom/useenn33ign t he
posted docunment to ensure that the underlying content has not been changed.
[ 0021] Once a signabl e docunent/signing tenplate pairing has been created,
t he signabl e docunent can be used in many different ways to enabl e

busi nesses to easily allow el ectronic signatures to be collected. The

f ol | owi nghprguatde dovameht iviptdfergble yaingll wesh afigaing eem@ite vieoventyo thervreniysbas nay
be desired or dictated by application requirenents. [0022] In one
exanpl e, nltiesigeabls @ﬁ@a%né%regmgg Birkitie encgd dpsetignaplsrtemplatet onpany 401k

si gni ng sheet enpils it to.multinpl | oyees. ch enpl ogyee opens the
ife anarii Wbt CTR pdubient et M R ViR FRS R BGReRine Lon
Si gni NG SEAMAE dhESIRANIS dBYRESE L Hhed MER db Bl acRbidAEnaUNeRtiLat es
and present's the docunent for signature for each enpl oyee and collects the
Si gnat ur ecraglste ay bealsaibntedwiadedmple hyperliflO8ikB}o thd sighabldh@icu @ splr&), onda

busi ness creates a signabl e docunent for a sales order formand creates the
conpani onvebisgnicngvailebipltathe, Inteict 'Wher thesstignet atcadyf andr whévetho SR uttah isi gner
has signed the docunment nust be countersigned internally by two other

peopl e béfbrEdpdi HerkdBhn Beseee irec i gsiEngedgnplateondhs el plignng sHEcTsal es

represent 6H[icihvi V&[%ggss%g}n}qlg pt gc%%]sg% Ilﬁ'l}s.’si %gr}rge[{rg%elssn Prtge?]eg bﬁia a@né}:ﬁ%y iglrrogcgdlfcré) ﬁlg.% gley

sal e, and sends 0 the si S re. ner

clicks tRGlidaRIsan trRMbERA: and RPIMBDIR I AN NEVIG&S ¥Ehny BIRONIE ANNPERRAM | Ng a
web interface that authenticates and provides the docunent for Signature to
t he firstdosingmero thOned sighingfdervet asi gnekes hagngiggnedss thhespdeaumbietl web r out ed
to the other two signers for signatures before it is conpleted.

[ 0024] Abmiysiehes shecyigner's sompuaticy artbbeging o sigeing prasats dssdefingdobk 8y {igning  t he
content i s changeable) for the conmpany consulting agreenent, and a signing
t enpl at e 'WWR'H%i nstructions about the signing process, which ensures the
conpany si gne n ; i - any
and consultanpméz e%gﬁﬂ%?gggaggé%f%%?%éﬁgﬁﬁggﬁggs§§9%2¥€ﬂghgﬁﬁé ﬁ%%gg. Once

t he fi nalin 8RRJNing te:aFERE blRk DGR vBRIohYf MRYsigHabI6 odungent BabRIcteafedfrom
Signature” link or button and the web signing server nmanages the signing
process. the server sQ@@hted irchaparnwsehamdaw. Thikcogumg prSedssi psek threndurtehtametbort r ent | y
prospects downl oad, print and fill out manually, and faxing the form back

to the compiingtigrdgichgrPogaignpervigsi iy MRk aespstngdateaigmidyhagdodestri bed

herein, the. sender. conpany .creates.t or.m as. a signabl e docunent |inked
fo & of grFRGEraRI AT e ErarGar AHERRATE P HRGR BE880%: “Oneni ng an
account. Wien|doh§) UBRErfHly G5 tRYofin BYR&Rla i AR sBnlel uPRARJLD &l SA¥S " Open
Account,"” the formis displayed in the browser wndow, and the user fills
out the faad Metgtnigoahd sifitifgndniptlteswidef condnsi the tiagabdd govabks deumerts (f or

exanple a PDF form. Wen the user clicks "Sign" the web signing server
execut es cntredigicginingigpere argwt flde tot hediydbapnsatlying documents because this data is

not used when the contract is presented to them during the signing process.

[0019] In an alternative embodiment, if the sender allows the content to be modified
prior to submitting to the web signing server for signing, the entire signable document rather
than only the field information is uploaded to the web signing server for handling through the
signing process. In this embodiment, the modified document is displayed for the signer to
sign in the web signing server.

[0020] In another embodiment, the sender does not allow the content to be modified

and the entire document is posted to the web signing server for the signing process. Next, a



[ 0026] Enbodi nents of the invention include systens and net hods for
facilitating version control over an electronic docunent, the electronic
docunent Wweiag/sedspect to a di stribution sequence anongPai/Use@303F104 st and
second reviewi ng parties over a network. Elenents of the system 100 rmay

i ncl ude one or nore conputer-readabl e nedia having stored thereon
instructions that, when executed by one or nore el enents of system 100,
enabl e such elenments to inplenment the described enbodi nents. [ 0027]

| n an enblodinmahintegaity s@idad@soacungnt the ppgat éocoment thenwirs ¢haf drenmitledyigocunent
to be subject to a distribution sequence anong a nunber of parties to

revi ew af@nteXdayna besiechagedment may use a browser or desktop application

i ated wi ter 101, f le, t s ad t tti
Cervi co, -whi cHRALD B hsheans SR PR ST FETDE o1 Srin S gh PG, ser ver
104 and/ Qfon @€ ALK C oot BINRALHnEmSET HHGEn OB (& ChabR}XATRLKes Eog%smromy

access a Wwebsite maintained by such admnistrator and provi

aut hent i etirefic isiphatiret toobe icddttddf Vihagfollbing SE6vidd) ndh-dieditidgd e emgR&S of
previously stored base docunents and/or provide base docunents for

f or mat t i ngernative embpHORBF at jmen badeswebomiictathébsippécatiandeqagené¢ntust rat ed i n
FIGURE 3, the adm nistrator may provide to the coqggter 101 a web page 300
or other cont 8WE2lor BuPHi HgMRIcy R ypiness| crpiesre figaBler dpcumatt) B Fopma ser t o
custom z i nel.udin l.j.shing r.ul es far 0 nt. far. girgulation
anmong pr %g %)ke(sil 1|n\%/ Slﬁ%{/lg%%/\egf?% slPlgOna %ﬂeeegl.lpl%esr I%Iaghs %1#{@?%63 (fp(r%nslzﬁi&fJﬁfEa , the
page 300 fjRG BAdESmA HAGhON bRLH tfleftQﬁQng@%'e ich NEhbSRP sIFANg IENECsfoh&BANDONg a
nunber of overlay fields/tags (e.g., e ecgronlc signature fields 311,

el ect r onipeeseming laadebfintelfats tidd 2uthaltieats adipeakbitty the dbéuaizine fod aiaatfine ébrdkacti3 13,
etc.) to be enbedded into, or otherw se associated with, an electronic
docurnent c8ipByeganddiolectstbe sigedtye wpbany datarmsoyidedt hese fiel ds/tags may function
as acti vat abl ntrols, such that the selecti.on, e]ectronic sjgning, or
o 11 cati on DSShelingier tagely© by SRR 1 gRkSe i s P RSy by

t he web signi r : i i L VL The
eIectron?%gg%@%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%fgﬁﬁgygﬁgégﬁ%g%ﬁg%%9m%$é€u%gshgﬁg?gggﬁhgﬁﬁ%ggehploaded
to, a nNemsys yighlaMhe BoAGRRSSHIN bE chttdriigncdBike S BN b 8v S Bih¥ieFeopid beRRIbLI

el ectronic signature service 106. The el ectronic docunent 315 may be of any
convent i en@bplefedr Tagxewee g sgles. tpafactiivi, threosles teprependivd opats the)document, n@@R9] As
further illustrated in FI GURE 3, upon selection of a field/tag fromthe
regi on 310 ther¢pgr [rapiEed300 thenwfcy i sendyithsl Blg tndhe SosT 491 detirhde tThe sigfer to
select from.a , 1 0r..ot herw se_establish, a nunber of paraneters

associ at S (HOTHASS S BlfoR: DR P o g en i SoRb AP e ePGEERdy Hosi gnat e
the fiel gna%.coeh duitiOME! dhdrRh& the i duRhEio ARG Rlre Yo BWaR Sigh¥. Bnee
particul ar reviewer/signatory or set of reviewers/signatories.

Consequenld fsst sigakrafs digaed)Shedodumetl @abeated @ethai dthdaaweisigneds fer wetmtgtgni ng
server 104 and/or electronic signature service 106 is able to track the
acti ons ®rfoeaiths completeder / si gnatory as indicated by actions taken with
respect to a corresponding field/tag, K Additionally, the user may select, or
ot herwi se proVi'ddl grrél%?s%r?ﬁ%a@smswg@eﬁe%f@%f H\ﬂb%sg%n}ocg%@ﬁ-até? C?féﬁﬁasage to
be negoti i n : i.ng .edi. I t her
des!gnatgﬁ%%%hgéqﬁgggcre@#@&gé%ﬁégﬁﬁg?gg%é%mégﬁ%gg%gngg@?ﬁg?égﬁgﬁ%gfe to
modi fy susbut@Rl idhhEplosest, WhiE Kisades tlconSAMRbRr sighs tdtend AT RAtracdld

i ncl udes pre-existing text, the user may, in a conventional manner, point
and dr ag cdit@iusysiarh tle ®elpaect ardnenoitamoeerd| toak defoie it exdectnod bebddsifgaht ed as
editable by one or nore reviewers/signatories. Alternatively, the user may
enbed i ntceP} kace dedigheors isreashed dithgipasty gaayaclick dhed Sgbmit dordSigigeqlight | y

ent er editEQ{e tgﬁ%}Oé ot her content into such field. [ 0030] After
the user h3YCHY iK' EHE SHIBURERECSI IS $H'E e Hnner di scussed above, the

docurent is cj do§§]| akeg%]?}rg%ﬁgg haSO%nOt‘zQ&rO%ts %etqﬁ.d?o V’aitﬂaﬁbéu?reﬁt itf& ects

revi ewer s/ signatories nated by the user in the custom Zatl onh process.
For exanmpb&nlogdGeint il MDEwMRMalB1and Bixingaltyfot@batlemi tBcorhfagy BEekcdimy notify
the reviewers/signatories that the docunent is accessible online via the
web signing server 104, electronic signature service 106 and/or ot her
network device. Alternatively, the docunment nay be distributed to the

revi ewers/signatories via email or otHer network-distribution method. In
any case, the user may further designate a sequence or order in which the
reviewers/signatories will be able to access, edit, and/or sign the
docunment 315 to facilitate version control over the docunent. [ 0031]
The web signing server 104 functions to nonitor the progress of the
docunent 315 through the distribution sequence. For exanple, using

o o e o, A NN o



[0032] If the docunent is edited subsequent to a party affixing his/her

el ectronic signature to the docunent 315, the web signing server 104 and/or
el ect roniwo0yidd¥Be service 106 nmay function to el ectr @qirdskong/o8amdve such
signature to afford the party an opportunity to deci de anew whet her the
edited docunent is to be approved and signed by the party. Alternatively,
the party may be requested to ratify his/her signature via a graphical user
interface or other electronic manner of indication. [ 0033] Once the
docunent saip Usaw the eysteaisand nethodadldsyrited dech, By sahder caanpagyeresits thgdathor i es
designated by the user, and such el ectronic signatures have been affixed to
t he docurertSigiblsedpgumenttlinkediéo paisane saplate hat Adingd egndgring prweesgdeiument i s

| ocked so _as to prevent . further editing., The. web signin erver 104 and/ or
el ot r onPBCUT PP b S Sfiy PrelmaERTs ArEP ik FELFhatPihe
docunent &l@lmlfl,a%e%ﬁﬁ‘ isf diﬁﬁ&y’e& §the browser \[ll‘ﬁ@(?\é’,] an_E ItlgéBgr fitsl Juk HRUHARL frsind .
process 400 according to an enbodi nent of the invention. The process 400 is
i npl ementagldben Fisldabefdle@ it fHRMKighably Sibam@o Upt ethniple HDPDF rteinidWhgn @heSisor age
device. The process 400 is illustrated as a set of operations shown as

di scr et e chtlocRign” ThevepsgnagscaOCxaaNeshlee dignhaprresssetdr the daaymentii t abl e

har dware, software, fir ?r_conbination t hereof The order jn which the

firmware, 1n.
operations ar #0938k cEmBedimeyts ghtheiipvegdon weluds sysfams aad pathags dordfacijtating
limtati Qtsion cg trol[ OV%§51‘1 e/f‘etctrgnin&(é‘llfmeAhl’,ot%e %Ii]ec][rnl% rd%gﬁ[rrlle?lp bglﬁé siBiedt S5 ved
froma source client. For exanpl e, anadm ni'strator of we 5|dn|ng server
104 and/ Qfist@luBieh sQilcficeSaBNRL MM Bash &rMi £ s’e@cﬁldnﬁzyieRﬁI%V% st Qvcf RENGRHRMUt er 101
a web page 300 or other content providing a graphical user interface
al | owi ng Hldreentssefithet 9 stemsD0 miay énchide ®heldi mgreesinplnki-shdably medielsavingrsforad
docunent for circul ati on anong prospective revi ewers/signatories.
[ 0036] Atthegeds isguctaomg thap geisd cursuted &Y ops errmereiclsmests of sygten) Es enaglssuddi t abl e
field populated with content is eq%)dded in the electronic docunent. For
exanpl e, ef@ﬂ@ﬂﬁé(ggn \ojots H@Idﬁﬁé’éedaer? gif%ﬁ‘ﬂtsslo from which the user may sel ect

HomammgaFMgfro r f 1. =L reoni ' re
fields 311, elect ro%nl %l %ging%ﬁt’faihg%ﬂ%é%@g?o %F%%??gﬁ%@%%l@mgg??g%%at a

fields 3idbe ibfec) totatiiRabRRSE R aModg aQlunBENETPA RE tARSOF a0l efbcWeltie t he
el ectroni ¢ docunent 315. [0037] At a block 430, the progress of the

el ect r onidocwhamt meryt use her braghseraod desktopbapplicaios egwentd wih wompiter &¢l, duver a
networ k. For exanple, the web signing server 104 functions to nonitor the
progr ess S&¥MRIpetod desstie At dymentnopyHE wervifes Phidhuiirp rbes Bglikkcd. b(tBent s of

h 10 .abl i wh .a field/. h
B T e Lo e T P e T
field in tﬂ@@sefjﬁﬁy AEALS @%b&@%irg%g&g@ s&cﬁ%dﬁllﬁﬁéﬂfmtan@?&V%%ﬁth@ﬁt?&ﬁ&?ni cally

signed and/or initialed, etc.) y whom the control was activated.
[ 0038] Atinfarntios kdeAdfingvhe ke in biler artaR bredfoutinstotdi Basbli&ubicads dndtas been
edited by a first reviewing party is determ ned [ 0039] At a bl ock

450, in meepdshgee dasuenteforiforivaging.hat t he content has been edited by the
first reviewin Earty, the edi Led. el e(ftr_ ni c do_cunEnt i pro ided to a
second revi ewﬁﬁé | Upon accessing the site, and as illustrated in FIGURE 3, the administrator
may provide to the computer 101 a web page 300 or other content providing a graphical user
interface allowing the user to customize, including establishing rules for, a document for
circulation among prospective reviewers/signatories. As illustrated in FIGURE 3, the page
300 includes a region 310 from which the user may select from among a number of overlay
fields/tags (e.g., electronic signature ficlds 311, electronic initial fields 312, electronically

editable data fields 313, etc.) to be embedded into, or otherwise associated with, an electronic

document 315. As discussed elsewhere herein, these fields/tags may function as activatable



party. For exanple, upon determning that a field wthin the docunent 315
has been edited, the web signing server 104 and/or el ectronic signature
service MO 20my1308i fy the other reviewers/signatories ProatuSkeig/osIeument
has been edited. If the docunment 315 has been edited by a party, the other
revi ewers/signatories are given the subsequent opportunity to edit the
docunent, even if such reviewers/signatories have previously electronically
signed the docunent indicating their assent to the terns of the docunent as
of the ticoerdihauch Hay tiei givetorn, ldecttomasning, or modific@@40¢f At feldiagdly 460,

that the el ectronic docunent has been el ectronically signed by the first
and secortVIPEisERrIAY R be desctpd by, lE vghpigging server 10HGod o1 clagtrogichigetry 70, in
response to.validating that the e roni ¢ docunent has been electronically
Fohed byotit by bt BghOB ahatwBl AThIRG fraf e RO SRR B TR ePE " <

| ocked f ram,fdir foh8Tml@ e ubAN Gec8Qitid P9the R SXANPLEver ADESnbBE cRQFHHENt 315
has been electronically signed by all reviewers/signatories designated by

t he user sigamdresetitealoectic@cGosit ghainithes shaebehgany afvemtaaltfornidd €. gdocunment
subsequent to the latest edit to the docunent, the docunent is |ocked by
the web spdinVirgessB®Weprd1@d) and/ or el ectroni c signature service 106 so as to

prevent further editing. . [0042] Wile the Preferred enbodi nent of the
i nvention has“@@@nﬁFmﬁgngpﬁﬂmﬁ%Hlﬁéggy?%eﬂ?mé§eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ”hE%W@%g%%mﬁh%hanges

can be. M5, Y4 ogHERRE GO B SR flhiANAl. 55908, 8Ly BOR Lyentf on

. mo
Accor di ng & scope” of einvention 1s not di'sScFosure of

the pref er LagdneibedisiBnta nbiHier to? phficledyY 8R64ABI a%hdRS SaitheOrialee Fand
illustrated in the exenplars shown bel ow. The enbodi nents of the

i nvent i orxamplanthetseamag dedigimicvee fieldpebéiyg omiquly wablegealitalsle ahdlbmeaely dble
defined as follows: 1. A nmethod of facilitating version control over an
el ect r oniby @ daitigept revicwsT/sRrEQTY oti et b daviewers/Bignatgfiosu bjoeeauangy.qand as

di stributh on, spquence. armng. ot Least, ChNaE And FRPONA S SILRERK oS
service 106 is able to track the actions of each reviewer/signatory as indicated by actions
taken with respect to a corresponding field/tag. Additionally, the user may select, or
otherwise provide, one or more blocks of text (e.g., contract language to be negotiated) in the
document 315 as being editable, and may further designate one or more reviewers/signatories
as being exclusively able to modify such editable text block(s). For example, if the document
315 includes pre-existing text, the user may, in a conventional manner, point and drag a
cursor to select one or more blocks of text to be designated as editable by one or more
reviewers/signatories. Alternatively, the user may embed into the document 315 an editable
data field 313 and subsequently enter editable text or other content into such field.

[0030] After the user has customized the document 315 in the manner discussed
above, the document is circulated among, or otherwise made available to, the
reviewers/signatories designated by the user in the customization process. For example, once
the document 315 is ready for review, the user may notify the reviewers/signatories that the
document is accessible online via the web signing server 104, electronic signature service 106
and/or other network device. Alternatively, the document may be distributed to the

reviewers/signatories via email or other network-distribution method. In any case, the user



receiving an instruction set froma source client; based on the instruction
set, enbedding in the electronic docunent at |east one editable field

popul at edw@izbt/seseent ; noni tori ng over the network thePpTage@s®3znb4t he

el ectroni ¢ docunent through the distribution sequence; determ ning that the
content of the editable field has been edited by the first review ng party;
I n response to determning that the content has been edited by the first
reviewi ng party, providing the edited el ectronic docunent to the second
revi ewi ngnayaftther deaignattat seqgertichat otdheinelledt tho mévievaocsigntrich asll be elsle to
electronically signed by the first and second review ng parties; and in

r esponse sy &fit, ea(ivaggrtth%léoquﬁ@mei 1889 Femifaie FouhevtrotysT the épcugicatt r oni cal | y

signed by they g ot TR0 BOSOMs Gk DI R RAL B o ASKIRT 0T (AP

document 315 through the distribution sequence. For example, using techniques described
elsewhere herein, elements of the system 100 are operable to determine when a field/tag or
other activatable control within the document 315 has been activated (e.g., a field in the
document has been edited, the document has been electronically signed and/or initialed, efc.)
and by whom the control was activated. Upon determining that a field within the document
315 has been edited, as may be accompanied by an electronic initialing by the party making
the edit, the web signing server 104 and/or electronic signature service 106 may notify the
other reviewers/signatories that the document has been edited. This notification may be by
email or other network-distribution method, and may include a specific indication of the edit
made and the identity of the party making the edit. If the document 315 has been edited by a
party, the other reviewers/signatories are given the subsequent opportunity to edit the
document, even if such reviewers/signatories have previously electronically signed the
document indicating their assent to the terms of the document as of the time that they signed
the document.

[0032] If the document is edited subsequent to a party affixing his/her electronic
signature to the document 315, the web signing server 104 and/or electronic signature
service 106 may function to electronically remove such signature to afford the party an
opportunity to decide anew whether the edited document is to be approved and signed by the
party. Alternatively, the party may be requested to ratify his/her signature via a graphical user
interface or other electronic manner of indication.

[0033] Once the document 315 has been electronically signed by all
reviewers/signatories designated by the user, and such electronic signatures have been affixed
to the document subsequent to the latest edit to the document, the document is locked so as to
prevent further editing. The web signing server 104 and/or electronic signature service 106

may then notify all parties that the document 315 has been finalized.



2. The nethod of claim1, wherein validating that the el ectronic docunent
has been electronically signed by the first and second review ng parties
conpri seswodetienspdodi ng, at a first tinme, that the secon®CTASR@EWBIIIparty
has el ectronically signed the el ectronic docunent; determ ning, at a second
time subsequent to the first tinme, that the first reviewi ng party has
edited the content of the editable field and electronically signed the

el ectroni c docunent; providing, at a third tinme subsequent to the second
time, the edi {34! ECiURINidcilldgcuryentpracesst490 seading toeani ewbadgnguardfythd or
approval of the edited content; and receiving fromthe second review ng
party an inV8ii¢aiheprogess éB‘brdelents‘@tablﬁén e pledtpnicomystemtcoupled togor inghydinget hod of
claim 2, nica reno nat ur. e f t he

th t
Soaomt s atunie e S A RBu S f STTRE Pratie® Bofact Mg (L has
edited t @%cﬁ@%@'ﬁ}ocewb%é} ﬁehﬁl foRdheatl Qiﬂz ﬁﬁtaﬁ@ﬂ&ﬁ%@t‘e &9%% i %ﬁw?nlae second

revi ew ng party e | ectronical y re signingt he el ect ron| Cc docurren
or combination thercof. The order in which the operations are described is not to be

necessarily construed as a limitation.

[0035] At a block 410, an instruction set is received from a source client. For
example, an administrator of web signing server 104 and/or electronic signature service 106
may provide to the computer 101 a web page 300 or other content providing a graphical user
interface allowing the user to customize, including establishing rules for, a document for
circulation among prospective reviewers/signatories.

[0036] At a block 420, based on the instruction set, at least one editable field
populated with content is embedded in the electronic document. For example, the page 300
includes a region 310 from which the user may select from among a number of overlay
fields/tags (e.g., electronic signature fields 311, electronic initial fields 312, electronically
editable data fields 313, efc.) to be embedded into, or otherwise associated with, the
electronic document 315.

[0037] At a block 430, the progress of the electronic document through a
distribution sequence is monitored over a network. For example, the web signing server 104
functions to monitor the progress of the document 315 through the distribution sequence.
Elements of the system 100 are operable to determine when a field/tag or other activatable
control within the document 315 has been activated (e.g., a field in the document has been
edited, the document has been electronically signed and/or initialed, efc.) and by whom the
control was activated.

[0038] At ablock 440, whether the content of the editable field has been edited by a
first reviewing party is determined.

[0039] At a block 450, in response to determining that the content has been edited

by the first reviewing party, the edited electronic document is provided to a second reviewing

- 10 -



4. The nmethod of claim 2, wherein the indication of approval conprises the
second review ng party providing an electronic instruction to ratify the

el ectroniwongriabisse of the second review ng party. PET/URR& 1/083100d Of
claim1l1, wherein the instruction set conprises a restriction on which of
the at least first and second reviewng parties are permtted to edit the
content. 6. The nethod of claim1l, wherein the instruction set
conprises a designation of which content of the el ectronic docunent is to
be i ncl ugedy.iFor tkeenpégiupabtigerhiighglthat a field. withis s tdenymad 3pF hasi begn editedour ce
client executable on a first conmputing device, the source client configured
t o gener dieWah sEnBgtseHiT & 04 sedifk Alectrankesignagige seivice 186 cumeAttithehhgthsiubj ect

di i.but i I i d i ew
par i o5 GUAT & RETERR T ite AR R Ce e w0 T s SEOB Gl 15° PHe Ly
comput i gy deyr6eHR Vefeer rOG WGy ¥akorick BR glfé?llct_thé thﬁ‘dsg%féﬁtvb BriGAR o Pl §hk L O:

recei ve an i'nstruction set froma source client; based on the instruction
set, enbedcinient, hevet! i€ G0 ReGevedg s gmdricathave @sdvianRy eldittcakhBy fsigabdl thopul at ed

w th content,;
document indicating their assent to the terms of the document as of the time that they signed
the document.

[0040] At a block 460, that the electronic document has been electronically signed
by the first and second reviewing parties is validated.

[0041] At a block 470, in response to validating that the electronic document has
been electronically signed by the first and second reviewing parties, the editable field is
locked from further electronic editing. For example, once the document 315 has been
electronically signed by all reviewers/signatories designated by the user, and such electronic
signatures have been affixed to the document subsequent to the latest edit to the document,
the document is locked by the web signing server 104 and/or electronic signature service 106
so as to prevent further editing.

[0042] While the preferred embodiment of the invention has been illustrated and
described, as noted above, many changes can be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention. Accordingly, the scope of the invention is not limited by the
disclosure of the preferred embodiment, but to the invention as described above and

illustrated in the exemplars shown below.

-11 -



nonitor over the network the progress of the electronic docunent through
the distribution sequence; determne that the content of the editable field
has been w0i20HdAI3PIE3t he first review ng party; in respon®ETUS2@a083104 ni ng
that the content has been edited by the first review ng party, provide the
edited el ectronic docunent to the second review ng party; validate that the
el ectroni ¢ docunent has been electronically signed by the first and second
reviewing parties; and in response to validating that the el ectronic
docunent has beermbbdmtntenif el inyeigiogniedvioyh tinexdlisiat prapettys ec prirdlegevd ewi ng

parties, lock the editable field fromfurther electronic editing.
claimed are defined as follows:

1. A method of facilitating version control over an electronic document, the electronic
document being subject to a distribution sequence among at least first and second reviewing
parties over a network, the method comprising:

receiving an instruction set from a source client;

based on the instruction set, embedding in the electronic document at least one
editable field populated with content;

monitoring over the network the progress of the electronic document through the
distribution sequence;

determining that the content of the editable field has been edited by the first
reviewing party;

in response to determining that the content has been edited by the first reviewing
party, providing the edited electronic document to the second reviewing party;

validating that the electronic document has been electronically signed by the first
and second reviewing parties; and

in response to validating that the electronic document has been electronically
signed by the first and second reviewing parties, locking the editable field

from further electronic editing.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein validating that the electronic document has been
electronically signed by the first and second reviewing parties comprises:
determining, at a first time, that the second reviewing party has electronically
signed the electronic document;
determining, at a second time subsequent to the first time, that the first reviewing
party has edited the content of the editable ficld and electronically signed the

electronic document;

-12-



8. The systemof claim7, wherein validating that the el ectronic docunent
has been electronically signed by the first and second review ng parties
conpri seswodetienspdodi ng, at a first tinme, that the secon®CTASR@EWBIIIparty
has el ectronically signed the el ectronic docunent; determ ning, at a second
time subsequent to the first tinme, that the first reviewi ng party has
edited the content of the editable field and electronically signed the
el ectroni ¢ docunent; providing, at a third tine subsequent to the second
time, the editegrelidog, ravni ihirdomenemtequenttthahs swondl timey ihevaditgd pleetronid or
approval of the edited content; and receiving fromthe second revi ew ng
party an indi cati ofPcomeypphevegondfevichangaiity dof appiev i the editegl comeat; agdst em of
claim8, wherein the electronic device is further.confiqured.to ..
el ectronical |y réfbveE %‘H&t“%"’u YA IPEOgRe PRY b g‘ﬁ&“‘ine i8N O[gg]’etef)ltffjpon
determ ning that thg:first reviewing party has edited the content, wherein
the indication of approval conprises the second review ng party
el ectronically re-signing the el ectronic docunent.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising electronically removing the signature of

the second reviewing party upon determining that the first reviewing party has edited the
content, wherein the indication of approval comprises the second reviewing party

electronically re-signing the electronic document.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein the indication of approval comprises the second
reviewing party providing an electronic instruction to ratify the electronic signature of the

second reviewing party.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the instruction set comprises a restriction on which

of the at least first and second reviewing parties are permitted to edit the content.

6.  The method of claim 1, wherein the instruction set comprises a designation of which

content of the electronic document is to be included in the editable field.

7. A system, comprising:

a source client executable on a first computing device, the source client
configured to generate an electronic document, the electronic document being
subject to a distribution sequence among at least first and second reviewing
parties over a network; and

an electronic device coupled to the first computing device over the network, the
electronic device configured to:

receive an instruction set from a source client;

based on the instruction set, embed in the electronic document at least one editable

field populated with content;

- 13-



10. The systemof claim@8, wherein the indication of approval conprises the
second review ng party providing an electronic instruction to ratify the

el ectroniwongriabisse of the second review ng party. PCT/USTH18/033194 em of
claim7, wherein the instruction set conprises a restriction on which of
the at least first and second reviewng parties are permtted to edit the
content. 12. The systemof claim7, wherein the instruction set
conprises a designation of which content of the el ectronic docunent is to
be included in tommitedbtabhe nétivetkdthe progrds3.of Ahe oleptudngr doemadatbiheougk dhaim
including instructions that, when executed by an el ectronic device, enable
the el ectronic deviigtEbytipnsetiepiem st eps for facilitating version control

over an electronjc doc n the electroni nent_ bei ubj,ec 0 a
G st e fbuti on sedseruge dRBhe sbheust il flbfs aELERDert sUReuPriRoiet fes
over a network, the gLERS.AGMPrising: receiving an instruction set froma
source client; based on the'linstruction set, enbedding in the electronic

docunent at | east r@pehs€e dadthniiid @hickhp opiad thedbash ehitc@iit e Fiist pavidwigy | Ng
over the network the progress of the el ectronic docunent through the
di stribution sequepicty; prdetiethricdiiadglachanic tibrneotip ¢retscafndtrdvacvadg pabl e fi el d
has been edited by the first review ng Party; _ _
validate that the electronic docunient has been electronically signed by the first
and second reviewing parties; and
in response to validating that the electronic document has been electronically
signed by the first and second reviewing parties, lock the editable field from

further electronic editing.

8.  The system of claim 7, wherein validating that the electronic document has been
electronically signed by the first and second reviewing parties comprises:
determining, at a first time, that the second reviewing party has electronically
signed the electronic document;
determining, at a second time subsequent to the first time, that the first reviewing
party has edited the content of the editable ficld and electronically signed the
electronic document;
providing, at a third time subsequent to the second time, the edited electronic
document to the second reviewing party for approval of the edited content; and
receiving from the second reviewing party an indication of approval of the edited

content.

9.  The system of claim 8, wherein the electronic device is further configured to
electronically remove the signature of the second reviewing party upon determining that the
first reviewing party has edited the content, wherein the indication of approval comprises the

second reviewing party electronically re-signing the electronic document.

- 14 -



in response to determning that the content has been edited by the first
review ng party, providing the edited el ectronic docunent to the second
revi ew ngvpantiy3ossal i dati ng that the el ectroni c docunmen®PChAS2e883194

el ectronically signed by the first and second review ng parties; and in
response to validating that the el ectronic docunent has been electronically
signed by the first and second review ng parties, |ocking the editable
field fromfurther electronic editing. 14. The medi um of claim 13,
wher ei n val idatlihagydtératof theén &, edereonihe itbcatioe f apevdl @eempedes cha smowhl | y
signed by the first and second review ng parties conprises: determning, at
a first tPABYINg Rty praidiecuneleqtonicaprtigligrata iptifyade slceeniopicearryefdhgned t he
el ectroni c_document: determ ning, at a second tinme subsequent to the first
time, thgfcoflﬁéevfelwr‘%gtpa‘rﬂévi ewing party has edited the content of the editable
field and electronically signed the el ectronic docunent;

11. The system of claim 7, wherein the instruction set comprises a restriction on which

of the at least first and second reviewing parties are permitted to edit the content.

12.  The system of claim 7, wherein the instruction set comprises a designation of which

content of the electronic document is to be included in the editable field.

13. A computer readable medium including instructions that, when executed by an
electronic device, enable the electronic device to perform steps for facilitating version control
over an electronic document, the electronic document being subject to a distribution sequence
among at least first and second reviewing parties over a network, the steps comprising:

receiving an instruction set from a source client;

based on the instruction set, embedding in the electronic document at least one
editable field populated with content;

monitoring over the network the progress of the electronic document through the
distribution sequence;

determining that the content of the editable field has been edited by the first
reviewing party;

in response to determining that the content has been edited by the first reviewing
party, providing the edited electronic document to the second reviewing party;

validating that the electronic document has been electronically signed by the first
and second reviewing parties; and

in response to validating that the electronic document has been electronically
signed by the first and second reviewing parties, locking the editable field

from further electronic editing.
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providing, at a third time subsequent to the second tine, the edited

el ectroni c docunent to the second review ng party for approval of the

edi ted comDent1/13956d recei ving fromthe second revi ew ngPpaAisgo1a03iingdi cati on
of approval of the edited content. 15. The medi um of claim 14, wherein
the steps further conprise electronically renoving the signature of the
second review ng party upon determning that the first review ng party has
edited the content, wherein the indication of approval conprises the second
revi ewi ng phrt yhe hediunont ddzaml i, weersingnlideging et Seeddctromc dodmeunientbeen 16.
The nmedi um of claim 14, wherein the indication of approval conprises the
second r SFFFEQiFRYY pignedbxphe {irstpmlpeetnd dpeeyipg RITHes GREWFiBRst i on to ratify the

el ectronic signature of the cond Vi ew n arty., 7. .The i um of

cl o m 13, Cwher ortraentt T ARG o HhO P B e i B SROGATR oh o

the at least firstyand ReGRdni @Yl eWhg parties are permtted to edit the
T )

cont ent. 18. fﬁe medi um of claim 13, wherein the instruction set
conpri ses a desidgfahindg, ffa sabindhingosibeqtiendto thb€ire tiaet manthe fieko edvigwndg i S to

be included in the editable field.
party has edited the content of the editable ficld and electronically signed the
electronic document;
providing, at a third time subsequent to the second time, the edited electronic
document to the second reviewing party for approval of the edited content; and

receiving from the second reviewing party an indication of approval of the edited

content.

15. The medium of claim 14, wherein the steps further comprise electronically
removing the signature of the second reviewing party upon determining that the first
reviewing party has edited the content, wherein the indication of approval comprises the

second reviewing party electronically re-signing the electronic document.

16. The medium of c¢laim 14, wherein the indication of approval comprises the second
reviewing party providing an electronic instruction to ratify the electronic signature of the

second reviewing party.

17. The medium of claim 13, wherein the instruction set comprises a restriction on

which of the at least first and second reviewing parties are permitted to edit the content.

18. The medium of claim 13, wherein the instruction set comprises a designation of

which content of the electronic document is to be included in the editable field.
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