
Novel metallic compounds, a method for the preparation thereof and their
use as catalysts are described. When used as catalysts, the metal compounds
have an efficiency equivalent to that of Raney cobalt or nickel, and are
more precisely compounds containing one or more divalent metals, at least
partially in a reduced state, textured by a phase comprising one or more
dopant metals selected from chromium, molybdenum, iron, manganese,
titanium, vanadium, gallium, indium, bismuth, yttrium, cerium, lanthanum
and other trivalent lanthanides, in oxide form. They can be used more
particularly as hydrogenating catalysts, for hydrogenating various families
of nitrogen compounds, preferably nitriles.    


