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1 ARTICLE OF FOOTWEAR THAT IS WATERPROOF,
WEAR-RESISTANT, AND LIGHTWEIGHT The invention relates to an
article of footwear, more particularly to an article of footwear that is
waterproof, 5 wear-resistant, and lightweight. A foot arch correction
device is usually placed in shoes having a solid and thick sole that can
provide a stable supporting force, such &s casual shoes and leather
shoes. However, casual and leather shoes are 10 not suitable for use in
wet or muddy places, such as in kitchens, bathrooms, outdoor vegetable
gardens or farms, etc. Slippers are often used for such areas because

theP R fGHt SFIRPAETHESST, Tl TS IR TERBRGOH p AR BB TRNT ,

allow an article 15 of footweat,to b Wﬁ a'gjerent kinds of settings
and work requirements, the a%%glllbca%r:f t%?ﬁms g’ﬁ;eﬂ the foot arch

correctiam devicedn conventianat footwearnthatds wateproof aidear, more
lightweight, such as the locally known "Bush shoes" which are made of

sofPplasticroamed 26 mafefial: However, ive apsiraritiaind e terproof
because the, gqag%réqll @f s%qucolny ﬂt’kqggk;ggtgvear is soft, the foot arch
ST ’ . .

correction device is not well supported, so that the correction function of
the footZarcl carrectiom device cannot beautilized. iHence, gonventional2d in
waterproof and lightweight footwear cannot he directly installed with the

foot At TolRltdldévice ifthe 2d thick sole’ that can provide

a stable supporting foice, such as casual shoes and
leather shoes. However, casual and leather shoes are
not suitable for use in wet or muddy places, such as
in kitchens, bathrooms, outdoor vegetable gardens or
farms, etc. Slippers are often used for such areas
because they are 1light and waterproof, and are
conveniently slipped on and off. To allow an article
of footwear tobewearable indifferent kinds of settings
and work requirements, the appiicant has installed the
foot arch correction device in conventional footwear
that is waterproof and lightweight, such as the locally
known “Bush shoes” which are made of soft plastic foamed
material. However, the applicant found that because the
material of such conventional footwear is soft, the foot
arch correction device is not well supported, so that
the correction function of the foot arch correction
device cannot be utilized. Hence, conventional
waterproof and lightweight footwear cannot be directly
installed with the foot arch correction device. If the

foot arch correction device is to be directly installed
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foot arch correction device is to be directly installed 2 into conventional
footwear, because it occupies a substantial space, a space for insertion
of the user's foot is minimized. Asa result, it becomes uncomfortable to
wear such conventional footwear. 5 Therefore, the object of the present
invention is to provide an article of footwear that is waterproof and
wear-resistant, that is lightweight, and that can be suitably installed with a
foot arch correct ion device. According to one aspect of this invention, an
article 10 of footwear includes a sole body having a support plate
adapted to support a foot arch correction device, and an upper integrally

conhected as ane piece math thessoles dedy anskipeludiag a vanegpaities =
having a rear edge, a rear wall extending upwardly from a heel region of

the 15°30le™0dy> AnBHEfE &nd Figh? SidBwalls ekfehdlifig! apwafdlyapduser’ s
respegiively from leftiand rightends.of the sale hody gndhaving frent, .,

ends connected to the rear edge, and rear ends connected to the rear
wallz AAnvimstepssiralp includesnaniinstep abotment strap section 20

extending convexedlyfrom one sidewall toward the other sidewall, spaced

apart from the reaF 8dge, Bhd Halmg T firdt andt Se&oretéits. OSSR theon 1s
first:and.second ends is integrally ggnnegted,as.ane-pigce with one of the |

left and right sidewalls. 25 According to another aspect of this invention,
an @and wear-resistant, that is lightweight, and that can

besuitablyinstalledwith a footarchcorrectiondevice.

According to one aspect of this invention, anarticle
of footwear includes a sole body having a support plate
adapted to support a foot arch correction device, and’
an upper integrally connected as one piece with the sole
body and including & vamp part having a rear edge, a
rear wall extending upwardly from a heel region of the
sole body, and 1left and right sidewalls extending.
upwardly and respectively from left and right ends of
‘the sole body and having front ends connected to the
rear edge, and rear ends connected to the rear wall.
Aninstepstrapincludesan instepabutment strap section
extending convexedly from one sidewall toward the other
sidewall, spaced apart from the rear edge, and having
first and second ends. One of the first and second ends
is integrally connected as one piece with one of the
left and right sidewalls.

According to another aspect of this invention, an
article of footwear includes a sole body having a support

plate adapted to support a foot arch correction device,
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article of footwear includes a sole body having a support plate adapted to
support a foot arch correction device, 3 and an upper integrally connected
as one piece with the sole body and including a vamp part having a rear
edge, a rear wall extending upwardly from a heel region of the sole body,
and left and right sidewalls extending 5 upwardly and respectively from left
and right ends of the sole body and ha\ﬂng front ends connected to the

rear edge, and rear ends connected to the rear wall. An instepstrap

includes an instep abutment strap section extending convexedly from one
sidewall toward the other 10 sidewall, spaced apart from the rear edge,
andhavitly UPstand sécond hds. One b tesiisBand second eadslish the

int%qgtﬂéy qnnect gais Q QJ 2ce wéthvo of the. left and right sidewalls
A foot arcﬁ co}}reec%on dqe%[/}glé % s%pport%qf%f t gtsﬁqpap)%%trb?gfae.rl%aéthee?ge !
features andwadvantages atthe present imventian will becomel appagentin o £

the followinlg detailed description of the preferred embodiments with

ref&rRR ROt At ondiayingEdravimgs, of Whicts Fitf ds A&rgpadtivé no
Weﬁ@%é@dﬁngﬁéﬂ%&@@@%@@@@Q?ﬁyﬁUﬁtﬁ%ﬁ%*@ﬁgeg§8ht ends of

embodiment of the present invention; Fig. 2 is a sectional side view of the

first preferred emssbdiraent; Rigy 3rigya Sectivnakredr viewrof¢he first to the

me¥g§¥iedge, and rear ends connected to the rear wall.
Aninstepstrapincludesan instepabutment strapsection
extending convexedly from one sidewall toward the other
sidewall, spaced apart from the rear edge, and having
first and second ends. One of the first and second ends
1s integrally connected as one piece with one of the
left and right sidewalls. A foot arch correction device
is supported by the support plate.

Other features and advantages' of the present
inventionwill become apparent in the followingdetailed
description of the preferred embodiments with reference
to the accompanying drawings, of which:

Fig. 1 1s a perspective viewof anarticle of footwear
according to the first preferred embodiment of the
present invention;

Fig. 2 is a sectional sideviewof the first preferred
eﬁbédiment;

Fig. 3is a sectional rear viewof the first preferred
embodiment;

Fig. 4 is a sectional top view of the first preferred

embodiment; and
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25 embodiment; Fig. 4 is a sectional top view of the first preferred
embodiment; and 4 Fig. 5 is a sectional top view of an article of footwear
according to the second preferred embodiment of the present invention.
Before the present invention is described in greater 5 detail, it should be
noted that like elements are denoted by the same reference numerals
throughout the disclosure. Referring to Eigs. 1 to 4, an article of footwear
according to the first preferred embodiment of the 10 present invention is
shown to comprise a sole body 2, an upper 3, an instep strap 4, a heel

strap 5, and a foot arch correction device 6. The sole body 2 is shaped to
correspgﬁéi tothet 6fS& GSers foetUoREeFiy. ) 2amiks htdde of dootwear

“9"%‘8 '8?51%5 W%%r i %I(%taggggggva%?gl’fog EF“QI Irc]ighment(é{;A)the

|ment the sole IS ma ethy ene-vinyl-acetate
foanrmaterial. The solei bady 2 has a front region (FR) , a heel region
(HR) , a mlddle region (MR) between the front and heel regions 20 (FR,
HR) , afid & AU groove AL formed irPa o Slifes it Bfedfaftheater

midglle region (MR}, Jh gwgmwegﬁws@ﬂ};b@%@M@A@gt}%wﬁ%ted

213 formed with a retaining groove 212 at the center thereof. The sole
bodyy2 incheles same reference numerals throughout the

disclosure.

Referring to Figs. 1 to 4, an article of footwear
according to the first preferred embodiment of the
present invention is shown to comprise a sole body 2,
an upper 3, an instep strap 4, a heel strap 5, and a
foot arch correction device 6.

The sole body 2 is shaped to correspond to that of
auser’s footl (seeFig. 2), andismadeof alightweight,
wear-resistant, and waterproof material. In this
embodiment, the sole body 2 is made of an
ethylene-vinyl-acetate (EVA) foam material. The sole
body 2 has a front region (FR), a heel region (HR), a
middle region (MR) between the front and heel regions
(FR, HR) , andamountinggroove 211 formedina topsurface
thereof at the middle region (MR). The mounting groove
211 has a groove bottomwall 213 formed with a retaining
groove 212 at the center thereof. The solebody 2 includes
a support plate 22, a filling pad 23, and front and rear
tread members 24, 24’ . The support plate 22 is embedded
in the retaining groove 212, extends in a front-to-rear

direction, has a raised central portion 221 adapted to
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a support plate 22, a filling pad 23, and front and rear 25 tread members
24, 24' . The support plate 22 i s embedded in the retaining groove 212,
extends in a front-to-rear direction, has a raised central portion 221
adapted to 5 match the shape of a foot arch of the user's foot 1, and is
made of a material harder than that of the sole body 2. In this
embodiment, the support plate 22 is made of metal, and can provide a
hard support function. The 5 filling pad 23 is embedded in the mounting
groove 211, covers the support plate 22, and is made of an
ethylene-vinyl-acetate (EVA) foam material. The front and rear tread

méehfderdn4s 28 Sa3tachdd feshRBtiveRF t rért dndSedrhdtiom fRes -
of the sole.bpdy; 2. Each 10.afthe frontandyear read members24,24' 5 51 ¢

may be made of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) or a rubber material which has
a good aniti-shp characteristicd The uppet 3 & integrallyc connéctedas eneade
piece with_the sole body 2, is made of an ethylene-vin I-ace%tate 15

(EA) RRFrhat@ri, St inchites Sevaimp ban SLESHocted onke™ - The

extending agoype the front regigr (kR)aand having:a rear edgedidoaLear 1,
wall 34 extending upwardly from the heel region (HR) , and left and right
SideWEIR32, 3 that BXETRITUpwarERehd Fespectively 20sfromdefe andf  an

right.ends of the. sole body 2, tQ%tear?E'\‘?ﬁ%‘tegor%%l.o%cﬂé’ee%%’thtf’vofhe front

opposng sides of the'user' s foot and that respectlve?y have front ends

connectedar tread members 24, 24’ are attached respectively
to front and rear bottom faces of the sole body 2. Each
of the front and rear tread members 24, 24’ may be made

" of polyvinyl chloride (PVC) or a rubber material which
has a good anti-slip characteristic.

The upper 3 is integrally connected as one piece with
the sole body 2, is made of an ethylene-vinyl-acetate
(EVA) foam material, and includes a vamp part 31
connected to and extending above the front region (FR)
and having a rear edge 312, a rear wall 34 extending
upwardly from the heel region (HR), and left and right
sidewalls 32, 33 that extend upwardly and respectively
from left and right ends of the sole body 2, that are
located respectively on two opposite sides of the user’s
foot 1, and that respectively have front ends connected
to the rear edge 312 of the vamp part 31, and rear ends
connected to the rear wall 34. The vamp part 31 and the
sole body 2 cooperatively define a foot-receiving
opening 311. The vamp part 31 is not limited to that

illustrated in the drawings. The vamp part 31 may be
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to the rear edge 312 of the vamp part 31, and rear ends connected to the
rear wall 34. The vamp part 31 and the 25 sole body 2 cooperatively
define a foot-receiving opening 311. The vamp part 31 is not limited to
that illustrated in the drawings. The vamp part 31 may be 6 designed
differently according to one's desire. For example, the vamp part 31 may
be provided with a hole (not shown) theft communicates spatially with the
foot-receiving opening 311, or a plurality of decorative 5 pieces (not
shown) may be adhered to an outer surface of the vamp .part 31. The
sidewalls 32, 33 further have upwardly extending protrusions 321, 331

profecting "Gsatdly ahd Fespettively thefeffoin Fhe Pfepstapa, a8 - For
shawn ipfigs. 1 gad 3. ipgludes 1G,an Jﬁ?t’:%b ment sitap sectionAd, o, o

an extension strap section 43, and a b 42. The instep abutment
strap sectieh dd rextendsaconvexedly rironathe deft sidewad 132 towardithet he

right sidewall 33, is, spaced apart from the rear edge 312 of the vamp part
31, RS BT 57T Tot taeterers: 21 proidod an ol o == - e

surface thereof, a fisst epd Ald-connectedategeally as-one-piece With r £ 2 ce
the left sidewall 32 at the protrusion 321, and a second end 412 opposite
to thé firsteendh 2P1 AR this embddiment, dttie ekiehsich stbap Section43 isave

connected integrally 20 as one piece with the sec en 2 of the .
instue%wa%ﬁfir%gnt es}i)réaep)ns(%%:ﬂgn Elr and has Célnp?u ra%gg‘ of %o%]& fastentrs ting

upwardly and respectively therefrom

The instep strap 4, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, includes
an instep abutment strap section 41, an extension strap
section 43, and a buckle 42. The instep abutment strap
section 41 extends convexedly from the left sidewall
32 toward the right sidewall 33, is spaced apart from
ﬁherearedge312cﬁfthevamppart31,andlunsaplurality
of loop fasteners 44 provided on an outer surface thereof,
a first end 411 connected integrally as one piece with
the left sidewall 32 at the protrusion 321, and a second
end 412 oppositetothe firstend41ll. Inthis embodiment,
the extension strap section 43 is connected integrally
asoneplecewiththesecondend4l2of theinstepabutment
strap section 41, and has a plurality of hook fasteners
45 to engage releasably the loop fasteners 44. A soft
pad 46 1s mounted to an inner surface of the instep
abutment strap section 41. The buckle 42 is connected
to the protrusion 331. The extension strap section 43
extends through the buckle 42, and is folded back over

the instep abutment strap section 41 so as to
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45 to engage releasably the loop fasteners 44. A soft pad 46 is mounted
to an inner surface of the instep abutment strap section 41. The buckle 42
is connected 25 to the protrusion 331. The extension strap section 43
extends through the buckle 42, and is folded back over the instep
abutment strap section 41 so asto 7 in17er-engage the hook and loop
fasteners 45, 44. Since the instep abutment strap section 41, the upper 3,
and the sole body 2 are made integrally as a one-piece body, the
manufacture thereof is easy. Further, when 5 the user's foot 1 is in contact

with the insteIP abuetmgpite fsgap Eectiog 4 bthe presence of 'B'rie.soft pad

inter- OCK .an O asten 4,
4670n"the inner surface of the Instep abu ment strap Séction 4 provideés

a protegtive-eushienitodhe psers foot A« dhisrembedimentithethe upper
extension strap section 43 is 10 connected integrally as one piece with the
second eAd- 13 B6HtRIASHE ap tiffBACStrap S6&ion U. Hewev&aN ST BA €ce

alternative embogiment, fhe extension EH%% sectign ﬁ .m%*%ec?x r, when
separate single strap that is connected to the second end 412 o t%e
instep=abutment 16 strap.isectiorcét. da usey therexteasionssteap seciionent

43 is passed through the buckle 42, and is folded back over the instep
abitnTeH sfrafs section 41 to 166k hETTSIES Srdi 4 0% sétddte@ad 46 on
adjusimentlength and.to positionihe; 20, user's.fogt L inthefootsreceiving; o
opening 311. At this
41 provides a protective cushion to the user’s foot 1.
In this embodiment, the extension strap section 43 is
connected integrally as one plece with the second end
412 of the instep abutment strap section 41. However,
in an alternative embodiment, the extension strap
section 43 may be a separate single strap that is
connected to the second end 412 of the instep abutment
strap. section 41.

In use, the extension strap section 43 1is passed
through the buckle 42, and is folded back over the instep
abutment strap section 41 to lock the instep strap 4
to a selected adjustment length and to position the
user’s foot 1 in the foot-receiving opening 311. At this
time, the instep abutment strap section 41 abuts and
surrounds the cuneiform bone 11 of the user’s foot 1
in proximity to the rear edge 3i2 of the vamp part 31.

The heel strap 5 extends above the rear wall 34, and
includes & heel abutment strap section 51 and an

extension strap section 52. The heel abutment strap

section 51 has a plurality of loop fasteners 53, a first
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time, the instep abutment strap section 41 abuts and surrounds the
cuneiform bone 11 of the user's foot 1 in proximity to the rear edge 312 of
the vamp part 31. The heel strap 5 extends above the rear wall 34, and
25 includes a heel abutment strap section 51 and an extension strap
section 52. The heel abutment strap section 51 has a plurality of loop
fasteners 53, a first 8 end 511 fixed to &buckle 42" provided on the
protrusion 321, and a second end 512 opposite to the first end 511. The
extension strap section 52 is connected integrally as one piece with the
second end 512 of the heel abutment 5 strap section 51, and is provided

wit/? 3 plaratity of Aok TS tBHES 521 42 SoR pad 594 msuiited Rrartiftearion
surtage ofthe heel abytment sirap segtion 3l. The. gﬂ%’%sg?c' SUBRP, g 511.

section 52 extends through the buckle "42', and is folde overt
heéllabutmentrstraprlG sectiors 8L 0 as: t6 iIhtesengage theshbok ardyrally

Ioog fasteners 54, 53, thereby locking the heel strap 5 to a selected
aciSIERt RRGEFE Thettbot Arch SoBAtSH Bedibe 67 SUFpoREd by Farent

supperpate22; and is eonnacted detachablyitoy 15 the solehody.2 5, ¢

through hook and loop fasteners 25, 62 provided respectively on the top

surfaeeofthé s6lecBsdy 2 atAhe heel reibre (HRY and@anbicttorm suxfacerofie r

e da AL ool ORee > I AR LD L, ST PRl 3T
extension strap section 52 extends through the buckle
427, and is folded back over the heel abutment strap
section 51 so as to inter-engage the hook and loop
fasteners 54, 53, thereby locking the heel strap 5 to
a selected adjustment length.

The foot arch correction device 6 is supported by
the support plate 22, and is connected detachably to
the sole body 2 through hook and loop fasteners 25, 62
provided respectively on the top surface of the sole
body 2 at the heel region (HR) and a bottom surface of
the foot arch correction device 6. In an alternative
embodiment, the article of footwear of the present
invention can be used without the foot arch correction
device 6. Further, the foot arch correction device 6
can bemade and sold separately fromthe other components
of the article of footwear of the present invention.

In use, when the user’s foot 1 is inserted into the
foot-receiving opening 311, and steps on the foot arch

correction device 6, the instep strap 4 is adjusted so

that the instep abutment strap section 41 abuts and
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20 invention can be used without the foot arch correction device 6.
Further, the foot arch correction device 6 can be made and sold
separately from the other components of the article of footwear of the
present invention. In use, when the user' s foot 1 is inserted into the 25
foot-receiving opening 311, and steps on the foot arch correction device
6, the instep strap 4 is adjusted so that the instep abutment strap section
41 abuts and 9 surrounds the cuneiform bone 11 of the user's foot 1, and
the heel strap 5 is adjusted so that the heel abutment strap section 51
abuts and surrounds the heel portion of the user's foot 1, as best shown

in Fiy. 72 WereBy 5'Postionfgthé TsB ¥ oot 1 dh'the ridlé oF fodtkeat 1

of the pregent nventions Throughsthe rigidity Qfthe, suppod plate 2240+ ment
support the foot arch correction device 6, when the user steps on the

groand,ahe secrkection Junctionof tike fdos archconestion deliice L1@6rtion

can he effectively ytilized. With reference to Fig. 5, an artjcle of footwear
acc%rdiﬁé?o See);recsongopor\é\{‘gr}eaa &mbo i%nesn&?%w%hel%rtézle%t irtlj\)/enifi%ﬁ Fseby

simijarstotthe first prefesreds embodiment. 1 The differenceibetween thedirsiea r
and second 15 preferred embodiments resides in the configuration of the

supporipl&teZE 115 tis embBBimett, thé BUFPGH piate Z2ifélddéyact the

longitydinal strip,221, and a, plugality,of transyerse papts 222,proleeing. . ; .,
device 6, when the user steps on the ground, the
correction function of the foot arch correction device
6 can be effectively utilized.

With reference to Fig. 5, an article of footwear
according to the second preferred embodiment of the
present invention 1is similar to the first preferred
embodiment. The difference between the first and second
preferred embodiments resides in the configuration of
the support plate 22. In this embodiment, the support
plate 22 includes a longitudinal strip 221, and a
plurality of transverse parts 222 projecting
transversely and respectively fromleft and right sides
of the longitudinal strip 221. The number of the
transverse parts 222 may be increased or decreased
according to the requirement. Through the presence of
the transverse parts 222, the rigidity of the sole body
2 can be further enhanced.

From the aforementioned description, it is apparent
that the article of footwear of the present invention

has the support plate 22 embedded within the sole body
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transversely and respectively from left and right sides 20 of the
longitudinal strip 221. The number of the transverse parts 222 may be
increased or decreased according to the requirement. Through the
presence of the transverse parts 222, the rigidity of the sole body 2 can
be further enhanced. 25 From the aforementioned description, it is
apparent that the article of footwear of'tife present invention has the
support plate 22 embedded within the sole body 10 2 so as to increase
the longitudinal rigidity of the sole body 2 at the center thereof, after

which the filling pad 23 covers the support plate 22. The foot arch
corredtioridevice 6 Bar fiftheconneced tetithably 516 eS8 body the

2, and is sypRosted by the.sypport plate. 22¢ so.that.the, carrectien. fendtion ,

thereof can be effectively utilized. Hence, the foot arch correction device
6 caade Tountedesuitalily to tha articletof fdetivearsf -helpresemot arch
invention. Further, the article 10 of footwear of theé)resent in ef(qtion is

provided it M 2iUstableSnsStep strif 4 - st the fe&t o ifdrant ° L ¥
users, and theliastepsfran 4isprovidedwith theyseft pad 46 9ip dhe ipnel« o

surface thereof to thereby provide comfort during wear of the article of
footwearST5 6fthé piesentGavention. 1an CEAMS:1on thereof can be

effectively utilized. Hence, the foot arch correction
device 6 can be mounted suitably to the article of
footwear of the present invention. Further, the article
of footwear of the present invention is provided with
the adjustable instep strap 4 to suilt the feet of
different users, and the instep strap 4 is provided with
the soft pad 46 on the inner surface thereof to thereby
provide comfort during wear of the article of footwear

of the present invention.
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1. An article of footwear, comprising: a sole body made of a lightweight,
we ar-resistant, and waterproof material, having a front region, a 5 heel
region, and a middle region between said front and heel regions,
characterized by said sole body including a support plate that is made of
a material harder than said sole body, that 10 is disposed in said sole
body, and that is adapted to support a fobt arch correction device; an
upper integrally connected as one piece with said sole body, and
including a vamp part connected to and extending above said front region
and having 15 a rear edge, a rear wall extending upwardly from said heel
regfor>8ME left and right sidewalls extending upwardly and respectively
froT Ieg IQngll gighlt elnedsogf sfaoid %%Ie body and hav,ingILfror]t ends
connected 10 said reéar edge of said vampPare And résf ends 20

connected to said#eas wakkiand aniasT iegrstrap ingluding.aninstep st ant
abutment strap section extending convexedly from one of said left and
right sidéitalléaowaRITRE bt bRE bf said et Hnd righf sidewallsanicon, a

naving fIEL erlaeeang ey 2o00e o1 SR HSANG 2eqong SN R M on
integrally connected as one piece with one ofsaid le andgrlgﬂ'ut on
sidewalisyGaitkindtep abutment strap section being 12
characterized by
said sole body including a support plate that is
made of a material harder than said sole body, that
is disposed in said sole body, and that is adapted
to support a foot arch correction device;
an upper integrally connected as one piece with
said sole body, and including a vamp part connected
to and extending above said front region and having
a rear edge, a rear wall extending upwardly from said
heel region, and left and right sidewalls extending
upwardly and respectively from left and right ends
of said sole body and having front ends connected
to said rear edge of said vamp part, and rear ends
connected to said rear wall; and
aninstepstrapincludinganinstepabutmentstrap
section extending convexedly from one of said left
and right sidewalls toward the other one of said left
andrightsidewallsandhavingfirstandsecondends,
one of said first and second ends being integrally
connected as one piece with one of said left and right

sidewalls, said instep abutment strap section being
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spaced apart from said rear edge of said vamp part. 2. The article of
footwear of Claim 1, characterized in that said instep strap further

includes an 5 extension strap section connected to the other one of said

first and second ends of said instep abutment strap section, and a buckle
connected to the other one of said left and right sidewalls, said extension
strap section extending through saidbul:lae buckle and being 10 folded

back over said instep abutment strap section. 3. The article of footwear of
Claim 1, characterized in that said sole body further includes a filling pad
disposed in said sole body and covering said 15 support plate. 4. The

article SFRGfHed T Elailt 2 chidtadtelizétt iff tAT said S616 Doby Tarthé ™ © -
has a mounting groove formed in a top surface thereof and having a

groove 20 bottom wall, and a retaining groove formed in said groove
botomTwedl, said support plafe béirig disposed id said Fetaitieg grobee, 1 zed
said filling pad being disposed in said mounting groove. 25 S. The atrticle

o Tooter Sf CIGIMCE ShAraltEAad i Tt St SOk B5dy e aes 2

includes front and ear tread membess respestively-attachedite featd3 one
and rear bottom faces of said sole body. 6. The article of footwear of

- Claim B, fufthef chaFactetizedI5/ & ReePstrap onhected adjlistapRpoutment

strap section, and a buckle connected to the other
one of said left and right sidewalls, said extension
strap sectionextending through saidbuckle andbeing

folded back over said instep abutment strap section.

3. The article of footwear of Claim 1, characterized
in that said sole body further includes a filling
pad disposed in said sole body and covering said

support plate.

4, The article of footwear of Claim 2, characterized
in that said sole body further has a mounting groove
formed in a top surface thereof and having a groove
bottom wall, and a retaining groove formed in said
groove bottomwall, said support platebeingdisposed
in said retaining groove, said filling pad being

disposed in said mounting groove.

5. The article of footwear of Claim 1, characterized
in that said sole body further includes front and

rear tread members respectively attached to front
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5 to said left and right si dewalls and extending above said rear wall. 7.
The article of footwear of Claim 1, characterized in that said support plate
extends in a front-to-rear 10 direction, and is disposed in said middle
region of said sole body. 8. The article of footwear of Claim 7,
characterized in that said support plate has a raised central portion 15
adapted to match the shape of a foot arcH of the user's foot. 9. The article
of footwear of Claim 7, characterized in that said support plate includes a
longitudinal 20 strip, and a plurality of transverse parts projecting
transversely and respectively from left and right sides of said longitudinal
strip. 167%h &figle df footRBar cdRfptising: 25 a Sobbdly Prstie-of a
lightweight, wear-resistant, waterproof material, having a front region, a
heel region, and a middle region between said front and 14 heel regions;
chatactérized by saidlsole bddy inchudingzarsupport plateimadée of afurther
material harder than said sole body and disposed 5 in said sole body; an

upper iftegrafly coANect&d 3¢ dhe higce Witk 2aid S8R Bod§ Cafdi I ustably
including.a yamp pa#tconpgctethht sidewalls and extending above

10.

sald rear wall.

The article of footwear of Claim 1, characterized
in that said support plate extends ina front-to-rear
direction, and i1s disposed in said middle region of

sald sole body.

The article of footwear of Claim 7, characterized
inthat saidsupportplatehasaraisedcentral portion
adapted tomatch the shape of a foot arch of the user’s

foot.

The article of footwear of Claim 7, characterized
in that said support plate includes a longitudinal
strip, andapluralityof transverse parts projecting
transversely and respectively from left and right

sides of said longitudinal strip.

An article of footwear comprising:
asolebodymadeof a lightweight, wear-resistant,
waterproof material, having a front region, a heel

region, and a middle region between said front and



to and extending above said front region and having a rear edge, a rear
wall extending upwardly from said 10 heel region, and left and right
sidewalk extending upwardly and respectively from left and right ends of
said sole body and having front ends connected to said rear edge of said
vamp part, and rear ends connected tq spid rear wall; 15 an instep strap
including an instep abutment strap section extending convexedly from
one of said left- and right sidewalls toward the other one of said left and
right sidewalls and having first and second ends, one of said first and
seconﬂqen s be%q@ esgrally 20 connected as one piece with one of said
left an rlght sidéwal s, Said instep abutment strap section being spaced
apart from sgid rear edge pksait yamp part; and a foot arch correction
device supported by said 25 support plate.
said sole body including a support plate made of
a material harder than said sole body and disposed
in said sole body;
an upper integrally connected as one piece with
said sole body, and including a vamp part connected
to and extending above said front region and having
a rear edge, a rear wall extending upwardly from said
heel region, and left and right sidewalls extending
upwardly and respectively from left and right ends
of said scle body and having front ends connected
to said rear edge of said vamp part, and rear ends
connected to said rear wall;
an instep strap including aninstep abutment strap
section extending convexedly from one of said left
and right sidewalls toward the other one of said left
and right sidewalls and having first and second ends,
one of said first and second ends being integrally
connected as one piecewith one of said left and right
sidewalls, said instep abutment strap section being
spaced apart from said rear edge of said vamp part;
and

a foot arch correction device supported by said

support plate.



