power to the neter has failed, the latch enters a latched state. Upon the
restoration of power. the neter determnes if the rotor is away fromits
hone position, and if it is, the nmeter inspects the sensor output to
determine if the latch has been caused to enter its latched state. This
condition is annunciated, for exanple by rendering the neter incapable of
printing postage. The nmeter has a hardware circuit external to the
processor which receives as an i npdtbstirdatast one signal indicative of
rotation of the print rotor, and which counts the rotations. The circuit
al so receives a reset S|gnal from the processor which, it is assufred, wll

b ded |f t he rocessor is functionin not be
p$05fggh i n PeRkageceter B}Bﬁeggﬁ?rnﬁ?YﬁﬂE oﬂ"gn¢ %hgoﬁﬁﬁn eps ?Eaches a

predeterm ned threshold the circuit halts the print notor

A postage meter has an improved means of monitoring the
position of the cover providing access to the p;int'rotor. A
mechanical latcﬁ'and associated mechanism is provided

5 responsive to a cam on the print rotor and respon51ve to the
movement of the cover, and the mechanism has an electrical )
‘sensor output to the processor of the postage meter. In the
event that the cover is opened at a time when the rotor is
away from its home position, for example at a time when the

10 power to the meter has failed, the latch enters a latched
state. Upon the restoration of power the meter determines if
the rotor is away from its home poeition, and if it is, the
meter inspects the sensor'output to determine if the latch has
been caused to enter its latched state. This condition is

15 annunciated, for example by rendering the meter incapable of .
printing postage.

The meter has a hardware circuit external to the
processor which receives as an input at least one signal
indicative of rotation of the print rotor, and which counts

20 the rotations. The circuit also receives a reséﬁ signal from
‘the processor which, it is assumed, will be prov;ded if the
processor is functioning normally but will not be provided in
the event of processor malfunction. If the counter reaches a

predetermined’ threshold the circuit halts the print motor.
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