
Novel compounds are provided which are in- hibitors of MTP and thus are
useful for lowering serum lipids and treating atherosclerosis and related
diseases, and have the structure (I) or (IA) or (IB) including phar-
maceutically acceptable salts thereof or prodrug esters thereof, wherein q
is 0,1 or 2; [err] is H, alkyl, aryl or halogen; A is (1) a bond; (2) -0-;
or (3) (i); B is: (ii) or (iii) or (iv) or (v) (wherein (a = 2, 3 or 4)) or
(vi) or (vii) or (viii); and wherein [err] [err] [err]    [err]   X, (ix),
(x) and (xi) are as defined herein.    


