
A network controller (100) comprising a media access control (MAC) layer, a
physical (PHY) protocol layer (110), a PCI bus interface (200), and an
auxiliary bus interface (180). The PCI and auxiliary bus interfaces are
coupled in the network so as to transmit and receive from a network link,
binary digital signals via the MAC and PHY layers. The MAC layer is adapted
to process and direct at least portions of the digital signals to an
auxiliary bus interface.    


