
ASSURED ARCHIVAL AND RETRIEVAL SYSTEM FOR DIGITAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
(err)  Abstract A system and method of use for permanently archiving
intellectual properties (IP,10) in a digital archival system  (1). An owner
(5) contributes each IP with an initial financial contribution including a
discrete archival endowment (15) which is  sufficient to fund archival of
the IP (10) for an assured archival period. A plurality of discrete
archival endowments can be pooled  into one or more archival endowment
funds (25), jointly managed for the maintenance of each archived IP. The
endowment funds  (15,25) can be managed by a trustee separate from the
management of the digital archive. Retrieval can be funded through
retrieval  fees or an endowment (26) maintained separate from the archival
endowment fund (25). Digital rights management can remunerate  owners (5)
and revenue tracking can capitalize the value of each IP (10). Access to
the archive system (1) is preferably through a  variety of membership
options including owners, users, and partners. 


