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78
A charge assembly for use in a cutter for splitting couplings used in joining together 80
lengths of buried pipe is provided that allows several explosive charge segments to be used
instead of a single explosive charge. The smaller explosive charge sepments utilize less 40 78
explosive material which complies with applicable shipping regulations, The charge assembly
has an elongate charge housing with an open interior. At least two linear charge segments are )
longitudinally aligned in an abuiting relationship with the other within the housing interior, N \
The linear charge segments may be formed from an explosive core encased within a metal 30 ’
sheath. A pair of longitudinally spaced charge abutment members may be mounted within
the housing interior, with the abutment members engaging the aligned charge segments at it \ 28
opposite ends. One of the abutment members includes a housing end closure. The abutment 8 '\ ~
members may be provided with biasing means for engaging the longitudinally aligned charge 10
segments and urging the charge scgments into the abutting relationship, Further, a charge
segment retainer, which includes a pair of longitudinally extending rails, may be provided and :g
located within the interior of the housing. The charge retainer engages the charge segments \‘ 20
for lateral retention of the. charge segments within the interfor of the charge housing. 4138 v\\‘ \]/
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