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(57) Abstract: A system and method for detecting bacterial infections
in the gastrointestinal tract is disclosed. In one embodiment, the sys-
tem includes a first composition separated from a second composition.
The first composition contains urea in powdered form. The second
composition, on the other hand, contains an indicator. A biopsy of a
gastric sample is first contacted with the first composition and then
placed in the second composition. The secondcomposition indicates
the presence of an enzyme that, in turn, indicates the presence of bac-
teria. In an alternative embodiment of the present invention, a biopsy
of a gastric sample is contacted with a single composition. The compo-
sition contains urea in a powdered form combined with a dry indicator.
Besides urea and a dry indicator, thecomposition can also contain an
anti-caking agent. The system of the present invention can include a
container forholding the compositions. A specimen handling tool can be included in the container for handling a biopsy sample.
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