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CLAIMS 

1. A device comprising: 

a memory configured to store a plurality of audio streams and an associated level of 

authorization for each of the plurality of audio streams, wherein the associated levels of 

authorization are based on the plurality of contacts; and 

one or more processors implemented in circuitry and communicatively coupled to the 

memory, and configured to: 

determine whether a source of one or more of the plurality of audio streams is associated 

with one or more of the plurality of contacts; 

select, based on the determination and the associated levels of authorization, a subset of 

the plurality of audio streams, the subset of the plurality of audio streams excluding at least one 

of the plurality of audio streams; and 

output the subset of the plurality of audio streams to one or more speakers or headphones. 

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the memory is further configured to store location 

information associated with coordinates of an acoustical space in which a corresponding one of 

the plurality of audio streams was captured or synthesized. 

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the device comprises an extended reality headset, and 

wherein the acoustical space comprises a scene represented by video data captured by a camera. 

4. The device of claim 2, wherein the device comprises an extended reality headset, and 

wherein an acoustical space comprises a virtual world.  

5. The device of claim 2, wherein the device comprises an extended reality headset, and 

wherein an acoustical space comprises a physical world.  

6. The device of claim 2, wherein the selected subset of the plurality of audio streams is 

further based on the location information. 
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7. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more processors are further configured to 

change a gain of one or more audio streams in the subset of the plurality of audio streams based 

on the associated levels of authorization. 

8. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more processors are further configured to null 

excluded audio streams. 

9. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more processors are further configured to send 

a signal to at least one of a source device or base station indicating to the at least one of the 

source device or the base station to stop sending excluded audio streams to the device. 

10. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more processors are further configured to 

combine at least two of the subset of the plurality of audio streams by at least one of mixing or 

interpolation. 

11. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more processors are further configured to:  

obtain, from a user, a request to override at least one level of authorization; and  

based on the request, add at least one of the excluded audio streams associated with the at 

least one level of authorization to the subset of the plurality of audio streams. 

12. The device of claim 11, wherein the one or more processors are configured to: 

output the subset of the plurality of audio streams to the one or more speakers or 

headphones based upon the addition of the at least one of the excluded audio streams to the 

subset of the plurality of audio streams. 

13. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more processors are further configured to 

generate the associated levels of authorization. 

14. The device of claim 1, wherein the device is a content consumer device and the subset of 

the plurality of audio streams comprise reproduced audio streams based on encoded information 

received in a bitstream that is decoded by the one or more processors. 
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15. The device of claim 1, wherein the device is a source device and the plurality of audio 

streams are not encoded. 

16. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more processors select the subset of the 

plurality of audio streams to exclude the at least one of the plurality of audio streams based on 

the at least one of the plurality of audio streams not being authorized for a user. 

17. The device of claim 1, wherein the associated levels of authorization are contained in 

metadata associated with each audio stream or are otherwise in a bitstream. 

18. The device of claim 1, further comprising a display device. 

19. The device of claim 1, further comprising a microphone, wherein the one or more 

processors are further configured to receive a voice command from the microphone and control a 

display device based on the voice command. 

20. The device of claim 1, wherein the device comprises a mobile handset.  

21. The device of claim 1, further comprising a wireless transceiver, the wireless transceiver 

being coupled to the one or more processors and being configured to receive a wireless signal, 

wherein the wireless signal is one of Bluetooth, or Wi-Fi, or conforms to fifth generation (5G) 

cellular protocol. 

22. The device of claim 1, wherein the selection of a subset of the plurality of audio streams 

is based on a comparison of the associated levels of authorization and a level of authorization of 

the device or a user of the device.  

23. The device of claim 1, wherein the memory is further configured to store location 

information associated with coordinates of an acoustical space in which a corresponding one of 

the plurality of audio streams was captured or synthesized, and wherein the level of authorization 

for the one of the plurality of audio streams is determined based on the location information. 


