This invention relates to a process for the production of an

al kanesul fonic acid such as isethionic acid with a high purity in a high
yield and at a low cost by oxidation of a (hydroxy)al kyl mercaptan with
hydr ogen peroxi de characterized in that a whol e anbunt beyond a
stoichionetric anobunt of a solution gy\g%(gh_ogen peroxi de having a [err]
concentration of not |less than 50%’B§ t is charged into a reaction
vessel, said nercaptan is continuously fed at a tenperature of 50[err]C or
| ower, aging is carried out, distillation with boiling is carried out and
t hen the%’%%ct‘f‘b‘?f“l‘ﬁfkt JRBES dfnt dct @Kt h R aMiton RERFAINGer of  an

alkanesulfonic acid such as isethionic acid with a high purity in a high
vield and at a low cost by oxidation of a (hydroxy)alkylmercaptan with
hydrogen peroxide characterized in that a whole amount beyond a
stoichiometric amount of a solution of hydrogen peroxide having a H,O,
concentration of not less than 50% by weight is charged into a reaction
vessel, said mercaptan is continuously fed at a temperature of 50°C or
lower, aging 1is carried out, distillation with boiling is carried out

and then the reaction mixture is contacted with an anion exchanger.
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